
,,, 

BASQ!JE 
( 

r 

IN THE PACIFIC OCEAN· 
§-'.!~ 

/ \ 
I \ 

-----L_ \ 
' 



Basque Explorers in the Pacific OceanBasque Explorers in the Pacific Ocean 



 
Occasional P pers Seriesa

No 25.
Occasional Papers Series 

No. 25 



Basque Explorers
in the Pacific Ocean

William A. Douglass

Center for Basque Studies
University of Nevada, Reno

Basque Explorers 
in the Pacific Ocean 

William A. Douglass 

Center for Basque Studies 
University of Nevada, Reno 



 

 

 

 

  

   
 

  

 

   
   

 

his book was published with the generous financial assistance of theT
Basque Go ernmentv

Occasional P pers Series, No 25a .
Series Editors: Joseba Zulaika and Cameron J. Watson
Center for Basque Studies
Uni ersity of Ne ada, Renov v

eno, Ne ada 89557R v
http://basque.unr.edu

Book and co er la out: Jose Luis Agotev y

Copyright © 2015 y William A. Douglassb

Library of Cong ess Cataloging-in-Publication Datar

Douglass, William A.
Basque explorers in the Pacific Ocean / William A. Douglass.

g .
Summary: “History of Basque explorers in the Pacific during Spanish

imperial expansion and colonia vided by publishero .
Summary: “The Pacific Ocean was for se er l centuries, from thev a

disco ery of the Strait of Ma llan in 1520 es in theuntil Cook’s vv ge oyag
1700s, considered to be the ‘Spanish La e.’ Ho er, Spain was ne er ak wev v
monolithic entity and this book then considers ‘Spanish’ exploration in
the Pacific from the perspecti e of the Basques, who ha e an importantv v
maritime tradition and were key figures in Pacific exploration. F om Juanr
Sebastián Elkano’s taking o er command of the Victoria after Ferdinandv
Ma llan cumnavigation of the planetge
to Andrés de Urdaneta’s disco ery of the north Pacific route from thev
Philippines to modern-day Acapulco, Mexico, Basque mariners and ships

ere pi otal in European incursion into this vast area”--Back co erw v v .
Includes biblio phical references and index.gra
ISBN (paperback : alkaline paper) 978-1- - -2 . acific Ar935709 60 P

-Disco ery and exploration--Basque. acific Area--Disco ery and. P vv
xploration--Spanish. Basques--Pacific Area--Histor Explorers--.. y.e

Explorers--Spain--Histor Spain--Territoriaacific Area--Histor y. . lP y. .
xpansion. Spain--Colonies--Pacific Area. I. Title..e

DU20.D68 2015
910 92 39992--dc23. ’

2015000774

This book was published with the generous financial assistance of the 
Basque Government 

Occasional Papers Series, No. 25 
Series Editors: Joseba Zulaika and Cameron J. Watson 
Center for Basque Studies 
University of Nevada, Reno 
Reno, Nevada 89557 
http://basque.unr.edu 

Book and cover layout: Jose Luis Agote 

Copyright © 2015 by William A. Douglass 

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 

Douglass, William A. 
Basque explorers in the Pacific Ocean / William A. Douglass. 

pa pages cm. --es cm. -- (Occasional papers series / Center for Basque Studies ; no 25) (Occasional papers series / Center for Basque Studies ; no. 25 
Summary: “History of Basque explorers in the Pacific during Spanish 

lism”-- Pr imperial expansion and colonialism”-- Provided by publisher. 
Summary: “The Pacific Ocean was for several centuries, from the 
discovery of the Strait of Ma gellan in 1520 until Cook’s voyages in the 
1700s, considered to be the ‘Spanish Lake.’ However, Spain was never a 
monolithic entity and this book then considers ‘Spanish’ exploration in 
the Pacific from the perspective of the Basques, who have an important 
maritime tradition and were key figures in Pacific exploration. From Juan 
Sebastián Elkano’s taking over command of the Victoria after Ferdinand 

’s death and completing the first cirMagellan’s death and completing the first circumnavigation of the planet 
to Andrés de Urdaneta’s discovery of the north Pacific route from the 
Philippines to modern-day Acapulco, Mexico, Basque mariners and ships 
were pivotal in European incursion into this vast area”--Back cover. 
Includes bibliographical references and index. 
ISBN 978-1- - -2 (paperback : alkaline paper) 1. ea-935709 60 Pacific Area-
-Discovery and exploration--Basque. 2. Pacific Area--Discovery and 
exploration--Spanish. 3. Basques--Pacific Area--History. 4. Explorers--
Pacific Area--Histor y. 5. Explorers--Spain--Histor y . 6. Spain--Territorial 
expansion. 7. Spain--Colonies--Pacific Area. I. Title. 

DU20.D68 2015 
910.92’39992--dc23 

2015000774 

http://basque.unr.edu
http://basque.unr.edu






AAustr ustraalian lian historian historian OO.. H. H. K. K. Spate’s Spate’s mamagnificent gnificent wwor orkk on on EurEuropean opean 
vvooyyaagges es of of disco discovver eryy in in the the PPacifi acific c is is entitled entitled TThe he Spanish Spanish La Lakkee.. 11 TThe he 
rrefefererence ence is is to to SpainSpain’s ’s near near monopoly monopoly of of the the EurEuropean opean prprobing obing ofof 
that that vvast ast rregion egion thrthrougoughout hout the the tw twoo and and aa hahalf lf centuries centuries after after Ma Maggeell--
lanlan’s ’s vvooyyaaggee of of circircumnacumnavigvigation ation ((15191519––15221522))  until until that that ofof CaCaptainptain 
Cook’sCook’s EndeaEndea vvoourur  ((17681768– –  17701770). ). It It is is the the purpurpose pose of of this this book book to to concon--
sider sider Basque Basque in invvolvolvement ement in in the the Spanish Spanish eexplorxploration ation and and colonizationcolonization 
of of “the “the Spanish Spanish La Lakke.” e.” TThe he Basque Basque prpresence esence in in PPacifi acificc wwaters aters wwas as epi-epi-
sodic sodic and and ineinextrica xtricabbly ly interintertwined twined with with that that of of other other Spanish Spanish nationnation--
aals ls.. At At no no time time wwas as ther theree an an eexxcclusi lusivveely ly Basque Basque eexpedition xpedition or or coloniacoloniall 
underundertataking, king, aalthouglthough, h, as as wwee will will see, see, indiindividua viduall Basques Basques wwer eree kkeey y 
fifigurgurees s inin PPaacifi cifi cc eexplorxploration, ation, and and ther theree isis eevidence vidence of of Basque Basque ethnic ethnic 
netwnetwororking king within within parparticular ticular eexpeditions xpeditions.. But But wwhhyy singsingle le out out BasquesBasques 
at aat all?ll?22 

O. e Spanish Lake. (Canberra: Australian National University Press,
).

2. A methodologica l note is in order . Gi ven that Basque surnames ar e quite distincti ve,
when one appears in a document, it is lik ely that the person is Basque. The ca veat regards the
fact that the exercise is far from precise. On one hand, throughout souther n and centr al Spain,
ther e ar e many Basque-surnamed individuals who ar e centuries remo ved from their cultural
roots . This was a function of Christian resettlement of the Muslim-occupied parts of Iberia
as the Reconquest ad vanced. During the apo gee of Muslim control of the peninsula, much
of the Basque Countr y remained a par t of unconquered Christian Spain and subsequently
pr ovided settlers (from both modest and prominent socia l backg rounds) to the shifting bor-
derland between the tw o civilizations . Furthermore, as preeminent mariners and mer chants,
Basques settled in Sevilla and Cádiz in order to be able to eng age in Ne w World commerce,
gi ven the tw o cities’ monopoly on it at various periods . Basque mariners also gravitated to the
seaports of Galicia, Asturias , and Santander . Con versely , some persons bor n in the Basque
Countr y do not bear etymologically distincti ve Basque surnames . Their Basque “credentials”
might in ever y respect be impecca ble, but they must be verified from other sources in order for 
them to be ascribed Basque identity in the present account.

A further qualification of the use of surnames regards the ortho graphic challenges posed
by late medie val and early moder n documents . The same surname ma y be recorded difer -
ently according to the hims and literac le of the inscriber Furthermore, it as com-, w y vel . w
mon or individuals to emplo than Consequently full siblings mightmor single identity . ,f y e a
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11. . H. K. Spate, Th O. H. K. Spate, Th e Spanish Lake. (Canberra: Australian National University Press, 
1979). 1979 

2. A methodological note is in order. Given that Basque surnames are quite distinctive, 
when one appears in a document, it is likely that the person is Basque. The caveat regards the 
fact that the exercise is far from precise. On one hand, throughout southern and central Spain, 
there are many Basque-surnamed individuals who are centuries removed from their cultural 
roots. This was a function of Christian resettlement of the Muslim-occupied parts of Iberia 
as the Reconquest advanced. During the apogee of Muslim control of the peninsula, much 
of the Basque Country remained a part of unconquered Christian Spain and subsequently 
provided settlers (from both modest and prominent social backgrounds) to the shifting bor-
derland between the two civilizations. Furthermore, as preeminent mariners and merchants, 
Basques settled in Sevilla and Cádiz in order to be able to engage in New World commerce, 
given the two cities’ monopoly on it at various periods. Basque mariners also gravitated to the 
seaports of Galicia, Asturias, and Santander. Conversely, some persons born in the Basque 
Country do not bear etymologically distinctive Basque surnames. Their Basque “credentials” 
might in every respect be impeccable, but they must be verified from other sources in order for 
them to be ascribed Basque identity in the present account. 

A further qualification of the use of surnames regards the orthographic challenges posed 
by late medieval and early modern documents. The same surname may be recorded difer-
ently, according to the whims and literacy level of the inscriber. Furthermore, it was com-
mon for individuals to employ more than a single identity . Consequently , full siblings might 
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ere is a ma ed tendency among historians to treat “Spaniards”
monolithically that is counterpoised to other “nationalities” suc as, , h
the ench, English, Dutch, ortuguese, and so on. hile lid at oneFr P W va
le l, at another this violates the mar ed interna egiona di erences ve , k l r l f
among Las Españas of the epoch. It disregards the fact that Colum-3

use di erent surnames hile the bo is true of Spaniards the problem with espect tof . W a ve all , r
Basque naming practices is mor eg egious and en persists down to the present. or xample,e r ev F e
ther is the case of contemporar Basque historian osé Ignacio lletxea Idigoras Under thee y J Te .
dictatorship of ancisco anco Basque persona names and surnames er prohibited andFr Fr , l w e
therefor Hispanicized. Since anco’s death 1975), many writers and artists ha modifiedvee Fr (

scholar befor theeph the orthogra y of their personal identity. Tellechea Idígoras was a pr
transition. cite some of his or that ppeared in olumes 1988 1992 of theandI w k a v ( ) ( ) m
olume maritime histor entitled Itsasoa He signs his 1988 essa. y ev y “T llechea” and his 1992 one

er hewith the , re etains the Spanish osé IgnacioBasque “T lletxea.” In both instances ho J, wev
instead of the Basque Josu Iñaki.

Finally ould note the llechea [T lletxea] Idígoras [Idigoras] ca eats egarding Basque, I w Te e v r
maritime histor (and Spanish maritime histor as ll). He comments that in most cases they y, we ,
mariners failed to document their activities and that en hen they did so the majority of theev w ,
xtant texts still languish lar ly unexamined in both Spanish and Basque ar hi ese ge c v . José 

cio llechea Idígoras “Historias de la mar,” in Itsasoa: El mar de Euskalerria ed. Enrique,Te ,
erbe, ol. La natur leza, el hombr su historia (Donostia/San Sebastián: Eusk ultura e y o KAy v ,

Er gintza Etor 1988), 249 is knownather to date, Spanish and Basque maritime histora , . R , y
lar ly from the diaries and cia eports of the principals and the published hroniclesge few of l r c

haof their contemporaries. Most of the events of relevance to this c pter transpired half a
lennium go and their historio ph is lar ly of the “oft-repeated tale” ariety hat is er. T , ova , gra y ge v
the centuries the tendenc has been to ecount periodically the same narrati e, ather than, y r v r
laborating upon it with new evidence or paradigmse .

he same criticism is pplica le to the present treatment, since it ests entir ly upon T a b r e
lished secondar sources egarding Basque maritime histor the tw primar es ary . R y, o y e
Segundo de Ispizúa, Historia de los ascos en América ol. A. de Ler(Bilbao: Imprv , v . J.
hundi, 1914), ol. (Bilbao: Impr A. de Ler hundi, 1915 ol. A. de), and (Bilbao: Imprv . J. c v . J.
Ler hundi, 1917); and osé de Arteche, Urdaneta, el dominador de los espacios del Océanoc J
acífico (Madrid: Espasa Calpe, 1943 lying heavily upon the latter Mairin Mitchell pro-).P Re ,

vides book-length treatments in English of tw ey Basques in the acifi es of disco ery:o k P c voyag v
Elcano: he First Circumnavigator of the (London: Herder Publications 1958), andorld ,T W

riar Andrés de Urdaneta, A. (London: Macdonald and Evans 1964). Stephen ClissoldF O. S. ,
performs similar service with his or Conquistador he Lif of Don edr de Sarmiento: T e P oa w k
(London: Der erschoyle, 1954). In the present ork, translations from the Spanish arw al eek V
my own, e cept when they are quoted in English in the works of othersx .

3. As will see, “Spain as ultimately cob led to ether out of plethor of northerwe ” w b g a a n
kingdoms duchies counties and the ecently econquered centr and souther eaches of, , , r r al n r
the peninsula. he confederation embraced at least our major langua oups (PorT f ge gr
Galician, Basque, Castilian, and Catalonian), eac with bewildering arr of subdialectah a ay l
ariations ithin Spanish nationa discourse, ther emer ed the twin notions of the indi-v . W l e g

vidual’s patria grande (“g eat nati land,” that is Spain) and the equally potent patria hicar ve , c
(“little nati land,” that is one’s egion). he tw little lands of Cataluny and Euska Herriave , r T o a l
bridged both sides of the subsequent ench-Spanish border hile ther is eat cultur andFr , w e gr al
linguistic similarity between Galicia and northern Portug l.a
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Th rkThere is a marked tendency among historians to treat “Spaniards” 
monolithically, that is, counterpoised to other “nationalities” such as 
the French, English, Dutch, Portuguese, and so on. While valid at one 
level, at another, this violates the marked internal regional diferences 
among Las Españas of the epoch.3 It disregards the fact that Colum-

use diferent surnames. While the above is true of all Spaniards, the problem with respect to 
Basque naming practices is more egregious and even persists down to the present. For example, 
there is the case of contemporary Basque historian José Ignacio Telletxea Idigoras . Under the 
dictatorship of Francisco Franco, Basque personal names and surnames were prohibited and 
therefore Hispanicized. Since Franco’s death (1975), many writers and artists ha ve modified 

olific scholar before the the orthography of their personal identity . Tellechea Idígoras was a prolific 
transition. I cite some of his wor k that appeared in volumes 2 (1988) and 4 (1992) of the multi-ulti-
volume maritime history entitled Itsasoa . He signs his 1988 essay e“T llechea” and his 1992 one 
with the e er , he r Basque “T lletxea.” In both instances , howev etains the Spanish José Ignacio 
instead of the Basque Josu Iñaki. 

Finally, I would note the Tellechea [Telletxea] Idígoras [Idigoras] caveats regarding Basque 
maritime history (and Spanish maritime history, as well). He comments that in most cases, the 
mariners failed to document their activities and that even when they did so, the majority of the 
extant texts still languish largely unexamined in both Spanish and Basque archives. J Igna-osé Igna-
cio Tellechea Idígoras, “Historias de la mar,” in Itsasoa: El mar de Euskalerria , ed. Enrique 
Ayerbe, vol. 2, La natur aleza, el hombr e y su historia (Donostia/San Sebastián: Eusk o Kultur 
Eragintza Etor , 1988), 249. Rather, to date, Spanish and Basque maritime history is known 
largely from the few diaries and ofcial reports of the principals and the published chronicles 

mil-of their contemporaries. Most of the events of relevance to this chapter transpired half a mil-
lennium ago, and their historiography is largely of the “oft-repeated tale” variety . That is , over 
the centuries, the tendency has been to recount periodically the same narrative, rather than 
elaborating upon it with new evidence or paradigms. 

pub-The same criticism is applicable to the present treatment, since it rests entirely upon pub-
figur lished secondary sources. Regarding Basque maritime history, the two primary figures are 

Segundo de Ispizúa, Historia de los vascos en América, vol. 1 (Bilbao: Impr. J. A. de Lerc-c-
hundi, 1914), vol. 2 (Bilbao: Impr. J. A. de Ler chundi, 1915), and vol. 3 (Bilbao: Impr. J. A. de 
Lerchundi, 1917); and José de Arteche, Urdaneta, el dominador de los espacios del Océano 
Pacífico (Madrid: Espasa Calpe, 1943). Relying heavily upon the latter, Mairin Mitchell pro-
vides book-length treatments in English of two key Basques in the Pacific voyages of discovery: 
Elcano: The First Circumnavigator of the World (London: Herder Publications, 1958), and 
Friar Andrés de Urdaneta, O. S. A. (London: Macdonald and Evans, 1964). Stephen Clissold 
performs a similar service with his work Conquistador : The Lif e of Don Pedr o de Sarmiento 
(London: Derek Verschoyle, 1954). In the present work, all l translations from the Spanish ar e 
my own, except when they are quoted in English in the works of others. 

3. As we will see, “Spain” was ultimately cobbled together out of a plethora of northern 
kingdoms, duchies, counties, and the recently reconquered central and southern reaches of 

tuguese-the peninsula. The confederation embraced at least four major language groups (Portuguese-
Galician, Basque, Castilian, and Catalonian), each with a bewildering array of subdialectal 
variations. Within Spanish national discourse, there emerged the twin notions of the indi-
vidual’s patria grande (“great nati ve land,” that is , Spain) and the equally potent patria chica 
(“little native land,” that is, one’s region). The two little lands of Catalunya and Euskal Herria 
bridged both sides of the subsequent French-Spanish border, while there is great cultural and 
linguistic similarity between Galicia and northern Portugal. 



 
 

 

bbus us arargued gued his his case case befbefor oree aa Castilian Castilian queen queen wwho ho,, aalong long with with her her con-con-
sorsort, t, had had yyet et to to complete complete the the politica politicall consolidation consolidation of of wwhat hat wwouldould 
eevventuaentually lly become become todatoday’s y’s Spain. Spain. It It fails fails to to consider consider that that despite despite thethe 
centr centraalizing lizing successes successes of of EmperEmperor or CharCharles les VV (as (as rreflected eflected in in the the defdefeateat 
of of the the ComComuneruneros os in in 15211521), ), under under the the HaHapsbpsbururgs gs,, thrthrougoughout hout the the six-six-
teenth teenth and and se sevventeenth enteenth centuries centuries,, Spain Spain wwas as as as mmuc uchh aa decentr decentraalizedlized 
ffederederation as a singation as a single integ le integrrated state.ated state. 

WWhile hile bar bareely ly mor moree than than aa hundrhundred ed miles miles acracross oss on on an an east-weast-westest 
tangtangent, ent, Euska Euskall Herria Herria (the (the entir entiree Basque Basque homehomeland) land) is is strstrategicaategicallylly 
located located wwher heree the the wwester esternn PyrPyrenees enees meet meet the the CantaCantabrian brian Sea. Sea. It It is is curcur--
rrently ently didivided vided into into HegoaHegoalde—the thr lde—the threeee Spanish Spanish Basque Basque pr proovinces vinces ofof 
Bizkaia, Bizkaia, GipuzkGipuzkoa, oa, and and Ar Araaba, ba, as as wweellll as as Na Navvarrarra—on a—on the the one one hand,hand, 
and and Iparr Iparraalde, lde, wwhic hichh contains contains the the thr threeee trtraditiona aditionall FFrrenc enchh Basque Basque terter--
ritories ritories of of LaLapurpurdi, di, BenafarrBenafarroa, oa, and and XiberXiberoa, oa, on on the the other other.. In In tertermsms 
of of territor territoryy,, HegoaHegoalde lde is is aabout bout six six times times lar largger er than than Ipa Iparr rraalde. lde. TTodaodayy,, 
the the population population of of the the fforormer mer is is aabout bout 22..88  million million and and that that of of the the latter latter 
twtwo hundro hundred thousand.ed thousand. 

TThe he coastline coastline of of Euska Euskall Herria Herria is is bblessed lessed with with many many naturnaturaall 
harharbors bors,, and and as as aa consequence, consequence, Basques Basques ha havvee long long nnumberumbered ed amongamong 
EurEurope’s ope’s quintessentia quintessentiall mariners mariners.. During During the the MidMiddle dle AgAges es,, they wthey wereree 
parparticularticularly ly acti activvee in in the the fishing fishing and and maritime maritime commercommerce ce in in EurEuro-o-
pean pean Atlantic Atlantic wwaters aters.. Basques Basques wwer eree possibpossibly ly EurEurope’s ope’s earearliest liest (and(and 
cercertainly tainly its its most most accomplished) accomplished) wwhahalers lers.. By By the the ffourourteenth teenth centurcenturyy,, 
Bizkaians Bizkaians maintained maintained their their oown wn leglegation, ation, or or “House “House of of Bizkaia,” Bizkaia,” inin 
BrugBruges es to to facilitate facilitate Bilbao’s Bilbao’s eextensi xtensivvee trtrade ade with with NorNorther thernn EurEurope,ope, 
and and they they wwer eree concconcluding luding commercommercia ciall trtreaties eaties with with EngEngland. land. MentionMention 
migmight ht aalso lso be be made made of of the the curious curious Na Navvarrarrese ese intervintervention ention in in the the easteast--
er ernn MediterrMediterranean, anean, wwherhere, e, frfrom om aabout bout 13701370   toto 14191419, , they they heheldld sswwaayy 
oovver mer mucuch of h of the Pthe P eeloponnesian Ploponnesian Peninsula.eninsula.44 

4. Luis brother of Na arrese King Carlos II, as to ha ecei ed Albania as the dowr, v w ve r v y
of his wife, uana of Sicily and Durazzo hen it as not orthcoming, Carlos arranged orJ . W w f f
an xpeditionar orce (commanded Luis) that descended the Ebr Ri er from Na arra,e y f by o v v
crossed the Mediterranean, and conquered Albania. According to ache Bard, “LackingR l
esources to go home, the Na arrese constituted an ‘autonomous militar epublic.’ Underr v y r
succession of leaders they sta ed on, hting Catalan mercenar orces and enc anda , y y f Fr h all

comers or possession of uc of Greece. hey took Athens in 1380 hey er still in Greece. T w ef m h T
in 1390 with enetians as llies heir last ecorded battle as in 1419 ache Bard,.” , V a . . . . T r w R l
Na ar a: The Endur le Kingdom (Reno: Uni ersity of Ne ada Press 1982), 73 74v r ab v v , .

99 IntroductionIntroduction 

4. Luis, brother of Navarrese King Carlos II, was to have received Albania as the dowry 
of his wife, Juana of Sicily and Durazzo. When it was not forthcoming, Carlos arranged for 
an expeditionary force (commanded by Luis) that descended the Ebro River from Navarra, 
crossed the Mediterranean, and conquered Albania. According to Rachel Bard, “Lacking 
resources to go home, the Navarrese constituted an ‘autonomous military republic.’ Under 

fig a succession of leaders, they stayed on, fighting Catalan mercenary forces and French and all 
comers for possession of much of Greece. They took Athens in 1380. They wer e still in Greece 
in 1390, with Venetians as allies . . . . Their last recorded battle was in 1419.” Rachel Bard, 
Navar ra: The Endur able Kingdom (Reno: University of Nevada Press, 1982), 73–74. 
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Basques lso participated in the initiati es of both Castilla anda v
ortug directed at North Africa and the Canar Islands as as inP al y , well

Mediterranean commercia and militar Near the beginningl y v .
of the centur in Cádiz, they ounded the Colegio de Pilotosy, f

izcaínos (Colleg of Bizkaian Pilots), with its set of ordinances V e r
lating the activities of Basque ships’ captains in African and Mediter-
anean aters It pr vided memoria services in its wn hape r w . o l o c l f

those ho lost their li es at sea. 1484 of, aw v 5 There is also evidence, by
monaster in the Basque Countr dedicated to the training of y y Fr
ciscan missionaries for e ang lization of the Canary Islandersv e .6

Antonio de Nebrija, contemporar of Christopher Columbusa y ,
commented, “Those ho esided in the County of Bizkaia and thew r
pr vince of Gipuzkoa ar people wise in the ar of navigation ando e t
orceful in na battles and they ha ships and ppurtenancesf val , ve a f

them, and in these thr egards they ar better informed than anyee r e
other of w Indeed, egarding the defining esse of7 r v l
the epoch’s transoceanic xploration, the car l, enc historian e ave Fr h

noted, “The oldest car ppeared in the Gulf of Pierr Chaune u ave a
Biscay: from 40 to 50 tons and with tw squar sails her is vidence o e . T e e
[of as early as the centur his ship transformed y. T ,
pr essi ly, was used by Henry the Navigator.”ogr ve 8

he ortuguese ar commonly egarded to be the fteenth T P e r fi
y’s master shipbuilders and navigators hile ther is uc videncer . W e m h e
or this particularly in the second half of the centur it is lear thatf , y, c

the ortuguese er ar of earlier Basque na technolo 9P w e well aw e val gy.
eferring to the mid-1400 , the e e of the explorations, Spate notesR s v ,

. . . .a l rev fifteenth century
Iberian builders, particularly those of Biscay, played an important role in

-ve w h v w ve
. . . T , a a bewildering variety of hybrids [ships]

5. llechea Idígoras, “Historias de la mar,” 268Te
6. Ibid., 248.
7. Carlos Cla ería Arza, Los vascos en el mar (Pamplona: Editorial Aramburu, 1966), 120v
8. Antonio de Nebrija, cited in Migue La uru, “J lones en la historia de la arquitecturl b a a

na asca,” in erbe, Itsasoa ol. El mar de Euskalerria: La natur leza, el hombr su, v , a e yval v Ay
historia 222.,

9. In 1412 Gipuzkoan and Bizkaian ships sailed in the service of ortug in its xpedition-, P al e
ary force directed at Ceuta and the Canary Islands. Ibid., 260
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ntures. 

Basques also participated in the initiatives of both Castilla and 
Portugal directed at North Africa and the Canary Islands, as well as in 
Mediterranean commercial and military veentures Near the beginning 

fifteenth of the fifteenth century, in Cádiz, they founded the Colegio de Pilotos 
egu-Vizcaínos (College of Bizkaian Pilots), with its set of ordinances regu-

lating the activities of Basque ships’ captains in African and Mediter-
ranean waters. It provided memorial services in its own chapel for or 
those who lost their li ves at sea. 5 There is also evidence, by 1484, of a 

an-monastery in the Basque Country dedicated to the training of Fran-
ciscan missionaries for evangelization of the Canary Islanders.6 

Antonio de Nebrija, a contemporary of Christopher Columbus, 
commented, “Those who resided in the County of Bizkaia and the 
province of Gipuzkoa are people wise in the art of navigation and 
forceful in naval battles, and they have ships and appurtenances for or 
them, and in these three regards they are better informed than any 
other nation nation of the the world.” orld.”7 Indeed, regarding the defining vessel of 
the epoch’s transoceanic exploration, the caravel, French historian 
Pierre Chaunu noted, “The oldest caravels ls appeared in the Gulf of 
Biscay: from 40 to 50 tons and with tw o squar e sails . Ther e is evidence 
[of them] them] as early as the thirthirteenthteenth century . This ship, transformed 
progressively, was used by Henry the Navigator.”8 

centu-The Portuguese are commonly regarded to be the fifteenth centu-
ry’s master shipbuilders and navigators. While there is much evidence 
for this, particularly in the second half of the century, it is clear that 
the Portuguese were well aware of earlier Basque naval technology. 9 

Referring to the mid-1400s, the e ve of the explorations, Spate notes , 

Shipbuilding underwent virtua olution in the . . . . Shipbuilding underwent a virtual revolution in the fifteenth century 
Iberian builders, particularly those of Biscay, played an important role in 
this de lopment, without hic the Disco eries ould not ha been posthis development, without which the Discoveries would not have been pos-
sible. . . . Thus, from about 1430 sible. hus from bout 1430 a bewildering variety of hybrids [ships] 

5. Tellechea Idígoras, “Historias de la mar,” 268. 
6. Ibid., 248. 
7. Carlos Clavería Arza, Los vascos en el mar (Pamplona: Editorial Aramburu, 1966), 120. 
8. Antonio de Nebrija, cited in Miguel Laburu, “Jalones en la historia de la arquitectura 

naval vasca,” in Ayerbe, Itsasoa , vol. 2, El mar de Euskalerria: La natur aleza, el hombr e y su 
historia, 222. 

9. In 1412, Gipuzkoan and Bizkaian ships sailed in the service of Portugal in its expedition-
ary force directed at Ceuta and the Canary Islands. Ibid., 260. 



 

 

  
 

wweerree ddeevveellooppeedd,, iinniittiiaallllyy iitt sseeeemmss llaarrggeellyy bbyy tthhee BBaassqquueess.. .. .. .. TThhee eenndd 
rre e ssuulltt,, tthhee ssttaannddaarrd d bbiigg sshhiipp ffoorr mmoosstt ooff tthhee ssiixxtteeeenntthh cceennttuurryy,, wwaass tthhee ccaarr--
rraacckk:: tthhrreeee mmaassttss wwiitthh aa llaatteeeenn mmiizzzzeenn,, hhiigghh ccaassttlleess ((eessppeecciiaallllyy aafftt)),, aanndd aa 
llarar ggee ccentr entr aall ccararggo o hhatcatchh. . TThhis is wwaas s tthe he nnao ao  ooff  tthhee  SSppaanniisshh CCar ar rreerr aa aanndd tthhee 
nnau au of of  the Pthe Poorrttuguese uguese CCar ar rreeir iraa  to the Wto the We est and East Indies st and East Indies rreespecti specti vveellyy..110 0 

IIt t sshould hould ttherhere effoor r ee ccome ome aas s nno o ssururpprise rise tthat hat BBasques asques ppla la yyeed d aa ssignifi ignifi --
ccaanntt ((aanndd aatt ttiimmeess kkeeyy)) rroollee iinn tthhee uunnffoollddiinngg ddrraammaa ooff SSppaaiinn’’ss mmaarriittiimmee 
eex x pplloorraattiioonnss. . 

TTh h eerree iiss ccoonnssiiddeerraabl blee iimmpprreecciissiioonn rreeggaarrddiinngg BBaassqquuee mmaarriittiimmee hhiiss--
ttoror yy,, ppererhhaapps s bbest est iillustrllustraated ted bbyy tthe he sspeculation peculation ssurrurroounding unding CColum olum--
bbu uss’’ss fifirrsstt vvooyyaaggee.. SSoommee hhaavvee hhyyppootthheessiizzeedd tthhaatt tthhee GGeennooeessee eexxpplloorreerr 
lleeaarrnneedd aabboouutt tthhee NNeeww WWoorrlldd wwhhiillee iinn tthhee CCaappee VVeerrddee IIssllaannddss,, wwhheerree hhee 
mmeett aa BBaassqquuee sshhiipp’’ss ccaappttaaiinn wwhhoo hhaadd rreettuurrnneedd ffrroomm BBrraazziill aafftteerr hhaavviinngg 
bbeen een bblloowwn n ooff  ccoouurrssee.. OOtthheerrs s hhaavve e ssuuggggeesstteed d tthhaat t BBaassqquue e ccood d fifisshheerr--
mmeenn mmaayy hhaavvee bbeeeenn vviissiittiinngg tthhee ccooaasstt ooff TTeerrrraannoovvaa pprriioorr ttoo CCoolluummbbuuss’’ss 
fifirrsstt eexxppeeddiittiioon n aannd d mmaay y hhaavve e iinnssppiirreed d iitt.. 111 1 

TThh eenn,, ttoooo, , wwhhiillee bbiiddiinngg hhiiss ttiimmee iinn CCóórrddoobbaa aawwaaiittiinngg hhiiss fifirrsstt 
ooppppoorrttuunniittyy ttoo pprreesseenntt hhiiss pprroojjeecctt ttoo QQuueeeenn IIssaabbeellllaa,, CCoolluummbbuuss hhaadd 
ffrreeqquueenntteedd aa pphhaarrmmaaccyy oowwnneedd bbyy aa ffeellllooww GGeennooeessee,, aanndd iitt wwaass tthheerree 
tthat hat hhe e mmade ade tthe he aacquaintance cquaintance o of f aa yyooung ung BBasque asque nnamed amed DDiego iego dde e AAr raa--
nna. a.112 2 DDiieeggoo iinnttrroodduucceedd CCoolluummbbuuss ttoo hhiiss ccoouussiinn,, BBeeaattrriizz EEnnrrííqquueezz ddee 
AArraana, na,113 3 aanndd sshhee bbeeccaammee hhiiss lloovveerr.. AAlltthhoouugghh tthheeyy nneevveerr mmaarrrriieedd,, sshhee 
bboorree hhiimm aa ssoonn,, HHeerrnnaannddoo.. IItt iiss ppoossssiibbllee tthhaatt BBeeaattrriizz’’ss ffaammiillyy iinnvveesstteedd 
mmoonneeyy iinn tthhee vveennttuurree,, aanndd sshhee wwoouulldd eevveennttuuaallllyy bbeeccoommee hhiiss hheeiirreessss 
uupon the admir pon the admir aall’s death. ’s death. 

And And ther theree is is aalso lso the the consider consideraabble le ink ink eexpended xpended on on wwhether hether or or 
notnot thethe SantaSanta MaríaMaría wwaas s constructed constructed inin aa Basque Basque shipyshipyarard, d, not not to to 

10. Spate, The Spanish La ke, 16
11. William A. Douglass and Jon Bilbao , Amerikanuak: Basques in the New World (Reno:

University of Ne vada Press , 1975), 53 55. Mar k Kurlansk y has further popularized this view-
point in his two books Cod: A Biogr aph y of a Fish That Changed the World (New York:
Penguin Books , 1998), 17–29 and The Basque History of the World (London: Jonathan Cape,
1999, 56–60. This is surprising since Kurlansk y was awar e of the compelling evidence to the
efect that the earliest Basque whalers in Terrano va lik ely arri ved in the 1520s, as discussed by
Mariano Ciriquiain-Gaiztarr o, Los vascos en la pesca de la ballena (Donostia-San Sebastián: 
Biblioteca Vascongada de los Amigos del País , 1961), 204–207

12. The family was from the V alley of  Arana in Ar aba.
13. She may ha ve had Con verso roots on her father’s side.

1111 IntroductionIntroduction 

10. Spate, The Spanish Lake, 16. 
11. William A. Douglass and Jon Bilbao, Amerikanuak: Basques in the New World (Reno: 

University of Nevada Press, 1975), 53–55. Mark Kurlansky has further popularized this view-
point in his two books Cod: A Biography of a Fish That Changed the World (New York: 
Penguin Books, 1998), 17–29 and The Basque History of the World (London: Jonathan Cape, 
1999, 56–60. This is surprising since Kurlansky was aware of the compelling evidence to the 
efect that the earliest Basque whalers in Terranova likely arrived in the 1520s, as discussed by 
Mariano Ciriquiain-Gaiztarro, Los vascos en la pesca de la ballena (Donostia-San Sebastián: 
Biblioteca Vascongada de los Amigos del País, 1961), 204–207. 

12. The family was from the Valley of Arana in Araba. 
13. She may have had Converso roots on her father’s side. 
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mention on the ethnic ma eup of its captain and cr ha atk ew. We ve
least the surnames and in instances mor information egard-, a few , e r
ing partia list of some eighty-fi members of Columbus’s a l ve
xpedition. her ar thirteen Basques on it. Nine er on thee T e e w e

and “cousin,” Diego de Arana., fMaría including Columb
Ho er subsequent testimonials including that of Columbus’s son wev , ,
Hernando state that the majority of the Santa María’s cr as ew w,
Basque.

his oundationa esta lished at the outset tw nearlyT f l voyage b o
irreconcila le haracteristics of futur Basque participation in b c e
ish xplorator and imperia entures On the one hand, Basquese y l v .

er the empire’s quintessentia mariners and consequently lik lyw e l e
to be errepresented in the anks of the xplorers In this egard,ov r e . r

Con Basques e. v ,they er handmaidens of imperia polic w e l y w
equally capa le of becoming obstreperous critics of authority and,b
at times, v of 16 Indeed, if ther er many Basques in thee w e
cr of theew Santa María loc, they the disgruntled as er, a b w e
tingent that bordered upon utiny (e en threatening to thr theirm v ow
admir into the sea) hen the promised landfa pr ed lusi e.al w ll ov e v
Furthermore, upon losing his gship Columbus as orced to leafla , w f ve
behind thirty-nine men on Hispaniola under the command of Diego
de Arana. After separating into tw factions due either to discoro , d
among the Bizkaians or between them and the non-Basques the ,
ony was annihilated by the nati esv .

14. osé Manue Azcona astor ossible aradises: Basque Emigration in Latin AmericaP PJ l P ,
(Reno: Uni ersity of Ne ada Press 2004), 12 13v v ,

15. After considering of the vidence, llechea Idígoras concludes conservati ly thatal e Te ve
ther ma ha been dozen Basques in in the famed of disco er llechea Idígo-e y ve a all voyage v y. Te
as, “Historias de la mar,” 264r

16. ithin Spanish cir les the izcaínos or Bizkaians (at the time, the eneric ter orW c , V g m f all
Basques) became notorious or pursuing their wn endas including, according to at leastf o ag ,
some of their critics or ulation of cabals her ll-placed Basques accorded preferentia, f m w eby we l
treatment to their f llow ethnics. See Douglass and Bilbao Amerikanua 80 83 87 94k, ,e ,

17. Azcona Pastor ossible Paradises 14, P ,
18. Bartolomé de las Casas Historia de las Indias ols (Mexico City: ondo de Cul-, , v . F

tur Económica, 1951), 357 Antonio de Herrer ordesillas Historia58 ener de losa ; a y T , g al
hechos de los castellanos en las islas tier as mes de el Mar Océano 10 vols. (Asunción dely r fir ,

ar guay: Guarania, 1944 47), 277 on Bilbao ascos en Cuba 1492 1511 (Buenos Aires:P a ; J , V (
Editorial Ekin, 1958), 92 97
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mention on the ethnic makeup of its captain and crew. We have at 
least the surnames, and in a few instances, more information regard-

first ing a partial list of some eighty-five members of Columbus’s first 
expedition. There are thirteen Basques on it. Nine were on the SantaSanta 

, us’s bailif and “cousin,” Diego de Arana.14 14 María including Columbus’s baili 
However, subsequent testimonials, including that of Columbus’s son 
Hernando , state that the majority of the Santa María’s crew was 
Basque.1515 

This foundational voyage established at the outset two nearly 
Span-irreconcilable characteristics of future Basque participation in Span-

ish exploratory and imperial ventures. On the one hand, Basques 
were the empire’s quintessential mariners and consequently likely 
to be overrepresented in the ranks of the explorers. In this regard, 
they were handmaidens of imperial policy wer 
equally capable of becoming obstreperous critics of authority and, 
at times, subverters 

. Conve elrserse yly, Basques ere 

sub erters of it.it.16 Indeed, if there were many Basques in the 
crew of the con-Santa María, as a bloc, they were the disgruntled con-
tingent that bordered upon mutiny (even threatening to throw their 
admir al into the sea) when the promised landfa ll pr oved elusi ve.1717 

Furthermore, upon losing his flagship, Columbus was forced to leave 
behind thirty-nine men on Hispaniola under the command of Diego 
de Arana. After separating into two factions, due either to discord 

col-among the Bizkaians or between them and the non-Basques, the col-
ony was annihilated by the nati ves .18 18

14. José Manuel Azcona Pastor, Possible Paradises: Basque Emigration in Latin America 
(Reno: University of Ne vada Press , 2004), 12–13. 

l 15. After considering all of the evidence, Tellechea Idígoras concludes conservatively that 
there ma y ha ve been a dozen Basques in all in the famed voyage of disco ver y. Tellechea Idígo-
ras, “Historias de la mar,” 264. 

16. Within Spanish circles, the Vizcaínos or Bizkaians (at the time, the generic term for all 
Basques) became notorious for pursuing their own agendas, including, according to at least 
some of their critics, formulation of cabals whereby well-placed Basques accorded preferential 
treatment to their fellow ethnics. See Douglass and Bilbao, Amerikanua k, 80–83, 87–94. 

17. Azcona Pastor, Possible Paradises, 14. 
18. Bartolomé de las Casas , Historia de las Indias, 3 vols. (Mexico City: Fondo de Cul-

tur a Económica, 1951), 1:357–58; Antonio de Herrer a y Tordesillas , Historia gener al de los 
hechos de los castellanos en las islas y tierras firmes de el Mar Océano, 10 vols. (Asunción del 
Paraguay: Guarania, 1944–47), 1:277; Jon Bilbao, Vascos en Cuba (1492 –1511) (Buenos Aires: 
Editorial Ekin, 1958), 92–97. 

https://natives.18
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Ther e has ne ver been a mor e transformationa l period in the histor y of
this particular planet than the near centur y from , by
Columbus’s voyage, until the destruction of the Spanish Armada
in 1588—or what might be called “The Iberian Ag e on the W
Stag In , ther e wer e four Iberian Christian kingdoms (Castilla,
Ar agón, Na varra, and Portug al), and a sma ll par t of the peninsula 
(Granada) remained under Islamic control. By 1512, two Christian 
kingdoms (Spain and Portug al) controlled all of Iberia, and in 1580,
these wer e mer ged into a realm under King Philip II. In 1492,
ther e was but a single Christian chur ch; by 1524, that unity had been 
shattered, and Occidenta l Europe entered upon mor e than a centur y
of internecine warfar e (until the Treaty of Westphalia, in 1648) among 
elements of a Catholic Holy Roman Empir e and se ver al Protestant
states. In 1492, the inhabitants of Europe and parts of Africa and Asia 
kne w of eac h other and wer e tied to gether , at least loosely , by trade
links , while an “Old World” and a “Ne w World” (the Americas) were
essentially una war e of one another’s existence. While, in 1492, in the 
Occidenta l world, an in ward-looking medie val order still obtained in
whic h chur ch, cr own, and the aristocrac y contested politica l po wer, by
1588, the continent was embroiled in an early moder n age that would
come to be characterized by mercantilism and secularism. While, in 
1492, Islam, Ottoman Turks , posed a
tar y and politica l challeng e to Europe, and even Barbar y pirates were
capa ble of disrupting Mediterranean commerce, by 1571, the victor y
of Christians at the Battle of Lepanto remo ved Islam permanently as
a serious threat to European expansionism, including ultimately into
the Islamic heartland itself.

By , the overseas empires of the tw o Iberian po wers liter-
ally spanned the globe, prompting both the concer n and the envy of

1 

Configuring Spain and Portugal 

first 
in 1588—or what might be called “The Iberian Age on the Woorrlld d 
Stage.” In 1492, there were four Iberian Christian kingdoms (Castilla, e.” 1492 
Aragón, Navarra, and Portugal), and a small part of the peninsula 
(Granada) remained under Islamic control. By 1512, two Christian 
kingdoms (Spain and Portugal) controlled all of Iberia, and in 1580, 
these were merged into a unified 

1492 demarcated 
Columbus’s first voyage, until the destruction of the Spanish Armada 

There has never been a more transformational period in the history of 
this particular planet than the near century from 1492, demarcated by 

particular y Ottoman Turks, posed a major mili-
tary and political challenge to Europe, and even Barbary pirates were 
capable of disrupting Mediterranean commerce, by 1571, the victory 
of Christians at the Battle of Lepanto removed Islam permanently as 
a serious threat to European expansionism, including ultimately into 
the Islamic heartland itself. 

unified realm under King Philip II. In 1492, 
there was but a single Christian church; by 1524, that unity had been 
shattered, and Occidental Europe entered upon more than a century 
of internecine warfare (until the Treaty of Westphalia, in 1648) among 
elements of a Catholic Holy Roman Empire and several Protestant 
states. In 1492, the inhabitants of Europe and parts of Africa and Asia 
knew of each other and were tied together, at least loosely, by trade 
links, while an “Old World” and a “New World” (the Americas) were 
essentially unaware of one another’s existence. While, in 1492, in the 
Occidental world, an inward-looking medieval order still obtained in 
which church, crown, and the aristocracy contested political power, by 
1588, the continent was embroiled in an early modern age that would 
come to be characterized by mercantilism and secularism. While, in 
1492, Islam, aand nd particularlly major mili-

1522 By 1522, the overseas empires of the two Iberian powers liter-
ally spanned the globe, prompting both the concern and the envy of 
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other aspiring European maritime po ers—nota ly England, Hol-w b ,
land, and ance. Consequently this time, the seeds had been sownFr , by
of loba competition among European po ers that ould ulti-a g l w w
mately umber the days of Indian ajahs and Chinese emperors notn r ,
to In 1492 ustr lian, A aee c .
Aborigines Amazonian Indians and South Sea Islanders might still, ,
be lissfully ignorant of the fate that aited their descendants utb aw , b
the imperialist liens er on their bearing superior eaponra w e way, w y,
irresistible trade goods an obsession with strang god intolerant, a e
of any other and the politica demands of monar hs ho er half, l c w w e

orld ut ne ertheless insistent upon lo lty and subservi-a w away, b v ya
ence—a pacious phalanx of xplorers obsessed with andra e
ppropriating “treasure,” ollo ed es of colonists ho oulda f w by wav w w

la laim to the “vacant” land itself hile enslaving or indenturing they c w
locals to or it, hen not importing sla es or indentured or ersw k w v w k
from else here.w

In sum, the econquest of the Iberian eninsula and the R P
orrial expansion in northern Africa of both Spain and P tugal melded

the cross with the ord—a lending of celestia zea with terrestriasw b l l l
eed. And ho er these Iberians? Ho had they come to launcgr w w e w h

their hegemonic planetary initiati es?v

he IberiansT
At At the the dadawn wn of of the the second second millennium, millennium, Iberia Iberia wwas as didivided vided ggeopoliti-eopoliti-
cacally lly bbyy aa nearnearly ly eevven en line line running running frfrom om the the Atlantic Atlantic to to the the MediterMediter--
rranean anean that that separseparated ated aa Christian Christian nornorther thernn quarquarter ter of of the the peninsulapeninsula 
frfromom thethe MuslimMuslim thrthree-quaree-quartersters constitutedconstituted bbyy thethe CaCaliphateliphate ofof CórCór--
doba doba (with (with holdings holdings in in adjacent adjacent NorNorth th Africa, Africa, as as wweell). ll). RRacache hell Bar Bardd 
rrefefers ers to to the the rreign eign of of Na Navvarrarrese ese monar monarcchh SancSancho ho the the GrGreat eat ((10041004––  
10351035))  as as “pi “pivvotaotal” l”11 in in this this contecontext—a xt—a ccllaim aim that that c could ould bebe made made ffoorr 
both the Basque homeboth the Basque homeland and the futurland and the future Spain.e Spain. 

WWhen hen SancSancho ho ascended ascended the the thrthrone one of of the the tiny tiny kingdom kingdom of of Na Navvarrarraa 
(P(Pamplona), amplona), Christian Christian Iberia Iberia wwas as fr fraagmented gmented into into se sevver eraall monarmonar--
cchies hies and and counties counties,, the the major major entities entities being being the the kingdoms kingdoms of of GaGali-li-

1. Rache l Bard, Na var ra: The Durable Kingdom  (Reno: University of Nevada Press, 1982), 
29 40
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god-kings a Cherok 
Aborigines, Amazonian Indians, and South Sea Islanders might still 
be blissfully ignorant of the fate that awaited their descendants, but 
the imperialist aliens were on their way, bearing superior weaponry, 
irresistible trade goods, an obsession with a strange god intolerant 
of any other, and the political demands of monarchs who were half 
a world away, but nevertheless insistent upon loyalty and subservi-

mention Inca and C chiefs. 

other aspiring European maritime powers—notably, England, Hol-
land, and France. Consequently, by this time, the seeds had been sown 
of a global competition among European powers that would ulti-
mately number the days of Indian rajahs and Chinese emperors, not 
to mention Inca god-kings nd herokee hiefs In 1492, Australian 

finding ence—a rapacious phalanx of explorers obsessed with finding and 
appropriating “treasure,” followed by waves of colonists who would 
lay claim to the “vacant” land itself while enslaving or indenturing the 
locals to work it, when not importing slaves or indentured workers 
from elsewhere. 

impe-In sum, the Reconquest of the Iberian Peninsula and the impe-
rial expansion in northern Africa of both Spain and Portugal melded 
the cross with the sword—a blending of celestial zeal with terrestrial 
greed. And who were these Iberians? How had they come to launch 
their hegemonic planetary initiatives? 

The Iberians 

1. Rachel Bard, Navarra: The Durable Kingdom (Reno: University of Nevada Press, 1982), 
29–40. 



P al

cia cia (inc(including luding aa par partt of of nornorther thernn PPorortug tugaal) l) and and that that of of León León (with(with 
its its southeaster southeasternn county county of of Castilla) Castilla) and and the the PyrPyrenean enean counties counties ofof 
Ar Araagón, gón, RibaRibagorza, gorza, and and SobrSobrararbe. be. During During his his thrthree-decade ee-decade rule, rule, withwith 
the the eexxception ception of of GaGalicia, licia, the the cacapa pabble le SancSancho ho wwas as aabble le to to bring bring themthem 
aallll (as (as wwee l ll l as as southwsouthwester esternn FFrrance) ance) under under his his dirdirect ect rule rule or or influenceinfluence 
thrthroug oughh militar militaryy conquest, conquest, politica politicall maneuvmaneuvering, ering, and and bbyy virvirtue tue ofof 
earearlier lier marita maritall aalliances lliances that that aallo llowwed ed him him to to become become rregegent ent ffor or underunder--
aagge heirs to po e heirs to powwer in Castilla, León, and Gasconyer in Castilla, León, and Gascony ..22 

TThhe e eexpanded xpanded kingdom kingdom o off NaNavvarrarr aa servserved ed as as WWesterester nn EurEurope’s ope’s 
Christian Christian borborderderland land and and bbul ulwwar arkk aaggainst ainst any any furfurther ther eexpansion xpansion ofof 
Islam, Islam, becoming becoming (if (if bbut ut briefly) briefly) one one of of the the continent’s continent’s most most imporimpor--
tant tant states states.. Na Navvarrarra’s a’s triumph triumph wwas as far far frfrom om accidentaaccidental, l, in in that that it it pos-pos-
sessed sessed strstrategic ategic ad advvanta antagges es oovver er aallll of of the the other other Christian Christian monar monarcchieshies 
and and counties counties.. Almost Almost immediateimmediately ly after after the the initia initiall incursion incursion of of thethe 
Moors Moors into into the the Iberian Iberian PPeninsula eninsula in in the the earearly ly eigeighth hth centur centuryy,, the the rul-rul-
ers ers of of prpresent-da esent-dayy souther southernn Na Navvarrarra, a, the the Ban Banuu Qasi Qasi family family,, con convverertedted 
to to Islam. Islam. OvOver er the the nenext xt tw twoo centuries centuries (and (and with with bbut ut brief brief interinterludes ludes ofof 
strifstrife), e), ther theree wwould ould be be se sevver eraall marria marriagges es betwbetween een that that linea lineaggee and and thethe 
monar monarcchs of hs of  the kingdom ofthe kingdom of  PPamplona to the noramplona to the north.th. 

In In the the fifirst rst hahalf lf of of the the tenth tenth centur centuryy,, the the ruler ruler of of the the emiremirateate 
(kingdom) (kingdom) of of CórCórdoba, doba, Adb-aAdb-al-R l-Raahman hman III III ((889191––961961) ) conquerconquered ed tthe he 
se sevver eraall other other Iberian Iberian Islamic Islamic emiremirates ates and and incorincorporporated ated them them intointo aa 
unified unified cacaliphate, liphate, or or empirempire. e. His His mother mother wwas as Na Navvarrarrese. ese.33 WWhen hen his his 
ggrrandson andson assumed assumed the the thrthrone one of of the the cacaliphate liphate at at the the tender tender aaggee ofof 
twtweellvve, e, rreaea ll authority authority dede vvolvolved ed upon upon aa popowwerful erful hajib hajib,, oror cchamber hamber--
lain, lain, Al-MansurAl-Mansur ((976976– –10021002),),  wwho ho came came to to be be knoknown wn ffor or good good rreasoneason 
as as “T“The he VVictoriousictorious.” .” AA ruthless ruthless militar militaryy dictator dictator,, Al-Mansur Al-Mansur becamebecame 
the the scour scourggee of of the the Christian Christian nornorth—sa th—savvee Na Navvarrarra. a. Indeed, Indeed, he he hadhad 
married married his his son son and and successor successor to to another another Na Navvarrarrese ese princess princess.. Con-Con-
sequently sequently,, wwhen hen SancSancho ho the the GrGreat eat assumed assumed po powwer er,, his his wwas as the the solesole 
Christian Christian kingdom kingdom to to ha havvee been been sparspared ed the the wrwrath ath of of Al-MansurAl-Mansur.. TThhe e 
opporopportunity tunity that that this this prpresented esented ffor or Na Navvarrarrese ese eexpansion xpansion wwas as onlyonly 

2. Ibid., 30 34
3. 3. Stanley Stanley PPaayne yne notes notes,, “T“The he son son of of aa Na Navvarrarrese ese princess princess,, this this ggrreatest eatest of of CorCordoban doban rul-rul-

ersers wwas as aa shorshort, t, bblue-eylue-eyed ed Muslim Muslim wwho ho dydyed ed his his rred ed hair hair bblac lackk to to matc matchh that that of of most most of of his his 
subjectssubjects.” .” Stanley Stanley PPaayne, yne, AA Histor Historyy of of SpainSpain and and PPortug ortugaall,, 2  vvols ols.. (Madison: (Madison: Uni Univversity ersity of of 
WWisconsin Prisconsin Press ess,, 19731973), ), 1:2323. . 
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enhanced enhanced wwhen, hen, in in the the fifirst rst decade decade of of the the ne neww millennium, millennium, interinternanall 
cchahallengllenges to the Cores to the Cordoban dictatorship wdoban dictatorship wea eakkened the caened the caliphate.liphate. 

TThe he fifirst rst time time that that the the components components of of entir entiree prpresent-da esent-dayy EuskaEuskall 
Herria Herria (as (as wweellll as as aallll of of the the arareas eas contiguous contiguous to to it) it) wwer eree united united withinwithin 
aa singsingle le polity polity trtranspiranspired ed during during SancSancho’s ho’s rreign. eign. Upon Upon his his accession,accession, 
Ar Araaba, ba, GipuzkGipuzkoa, oa, Bizkaia, Bizkaia, and and the the Rioja, Rioja, as as wweell, ll, wwer eree aallll within within thethe 
Castilian Castilian politica politicall ororbit. bit. SancSancho’s ho’s queen queen wwas as herseherself lf Castilian. Castilian. HoHow-w-
eevver er,, the the initia initiall eexpansion xpansion of of his his rreaealm lm wwould ould be be at at the the eexpense xpense of of hishis 
fatherfather-in-la-in-laww,, Count Count SancSanchoho GarGarcía cía ((995995–– 10171017). ). In In 10161016,,  SancSancho ho the the 
GrGreateat anneannexxeed d tthe he Rioja. Rioja. ByBy 10221022,,   Ar Araaba ba had had rrecoecognized gnized him him as as its its 
kingking.. InIn 10251025,,  he he named named GipuzkGipuzkoa oa aa seigneurseigneuryy within within his his kingdom, kingdom, 
and in and in 10301030, the designation w, the designation was aas also elso extended to Bizkaia. xtended to Bizkaia.44 

HoHowweevveerr,, eevven en during during SancSancho’s ho’s liflifetime, etime, the the “empir“empire” e” begbegan an to to 
unr unraavveell wwhen hen he he carvcarved ed out out separseparate ate jurisdictions jurisdictions ffor or his his sons sons.. TThe he prpre-e-
sumpti sumptivvee prpreeminence eeminence of of the the monar monarcchhyy of of Na Navvarr arraa wwas as secursecured ed wwhenhen 
SancSancho’s ho’s eeldest ldest legitimate legitimate son, son, GarGarcía, cía, became became its its ruler ruler.. TThe he countycounty 
of of Castilla Castilla wwent ent to to SancSancho’s ho’s second-bor second-bornn son, son, FFerernando nando,, and and that that ofof 
Ar Araagón gón to to the the bastar bastardd RRamir amiroo.. TThe he yyoungoungest est son, son, GonzaGonzalo lo,, rrecei eceivveded 
the the combined combined counties counties of of SobrSobrararbe be and and RibaRibagorza. gorza. SancSancho’s ho’s drdreameam 
that that his his successors successors wwould ould aa l ll l act act in in consor consortt and and harharmony mony wwas as put put paidpaid 
aalmost lmost immediateimmediately ly after after his his death, death, wwhen hen his his pr prooggeny eny became became impla-impla-
ca cabble le competitors competitors and and eevven en battlefi battlefie eld ld ad advversaries ersaries.. Both Both FFerernando nando andand 
RRamir amiroo decdeclarlared ed themsethemselvlves es kings kings of of their their rrespectiespectivvee countiescounties .. DuringDuring 
subsequent subsequent centuries centuries,, the the histories histories of of Na Navvarrarra, a, Castilla, Castilla, and and Ar Araagóngón 
wwould ould be be both both con convvoluted oluted and and interintertwined—with twined—with the the ffoundationaoundationall 
Na Navvarrarrese ese kingdom kingdom initiainitially lly ascendant, ascendant, yyet et subsequently subsequently subservientsubservient 
to the other twto the other twoo.. 

TThe he seigneur seigneuryy of of Bizkaia Bizkaia emer emergged ed under under its its first first lorlord, d, Iñigo Iñigo LópezLópez 
EzquerrEzquerra, a, aa nobnobleman leman at at the the cour courtt in in PPamplona amplona fifirst rst mentioned mentioned inin 
aa document document dating dating frfromom 10331033, , during during the the wwaning aning yyears ears of of the the rreigneign 
of of SancSancho ho the the GrGreat. eat. At At the the time, time, aallll of of prpresent-da esent-dayy Bizkaia, Bizkaia, Ar Araaba,ba, 
GipuzkGipuzkoa, oa, and and the the entir entiree Rioja Rioja constituted constituted the the wwester esternn rreaceaches hes of of thethe 
kingdom kingdom of of Na Navvarrarra. a. By By 10761076,,  Iñigo Iñigo and and his his son son Lope Lope Iñiguez Iñiguez had had trtraa--
duced duced PPamplona amplona bbyy thr throowing wing in in their their lot lot with with Castilian Castilian King King AlfAlfonsoonso 
VI, VI, wwho ho had had in invvaded aded and and occupied occupied the the Rioja. Rioja. During During the the 10701070s s,, 
AlfAlfonso onso eextended xtended his his rule rule to to GaGalicia licia and and PPorortug tugaal, l, and and in in 10861086,,  he he tri-tri-

4. Bard, Na var ra, 30
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umphed over the Muslims at Toledo , proclaiming himself emperor of
Spain—albeit without having wrested parts of the Iberian Peninsula
from the Muslims as yet.

Alfonso VI consigned jurisdiction over the Rioja to Lope Iñiguez’s
son Diego , thir d lor d of Bizkaia. The key concessions in the area
included the town of Har o, located strategically on the south bank
of the Ebr o Ri ver at the point wher e Ar aba, Na varra, and the Castil-
ian Rioja meet. Henceforth, the linea ge of the lords of Bizkaia would
bear the surname López de Haro.5

Subsequently , Na varra’s King Sancho the Wise (1150–1194),
assailed by pressur e from both Castilla and Ar agón, sought alliance
with England by betrothing his daughter Berenguela to King Richard
the d w also Duk e of Aquitaine h included 
by this time present-da y Hegoalde). He had acquired the title at birth,
deri ved from his mother Eleanor’s dowr y upon her marria ge to Henry
II. Richard’s union with Berenguela pr oved childless , but it did estab-
lish strong ties between Na varr a and England that would perdur e for
thre hundred years . Indeed, Richar d conferred Gascony upon his
father-in-la w, including the region of  Behe Nafarroa.

Unfortunately for the Na varrese, Castilla also had ties with the
English. In , , daugh-
ter of Henr y II and Eleanor of Aquitaine. Alfonso belie ved that this 

. In 1199, he in vaded it easily while the gave him c to Gascony
Nav king, ( –1234) was absent on a visit 
to Andalusia. Alfonso’s route passed throug h Ar aba and Gipuzkoa, 
and they w e x by Castilla. 6 Henceforth, Na varr a would be a
landloc ked and g reatly wea kened kingdom.7

Sancho the Strong’s reign was pi vota l in other fashions , as well.
In , he f at of v de T in a Chris-
tian army that included Castilian, Leonese, and Ar agonese contin-
gents . Their victor y was a key turning point in Iberian histor y that

5. The main boule vard, or “Gran Via,” of the major Bizkaian city of Bilbao is named for
Diego López de Haro.

6. Bard, Navar ra, 38 39
7. It also signaled the last time that the entir e Basque Countr y would be under a single ruler,

if we exempt the brief sway of Napoleon Bonaparte over both France and Spain during the
early nineteenth centur y.
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6. Bard, Navarra, 38–39. 
7. It also signaled the last time that the entire Basque Country would be under a single ruler, 
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wwould ould signa signall the the beginning beginning of of the the end end of of Muslim Muslim Spain Spain and and the the seri-seri-
ous ous eexpansion xpansion of of the the territoria territoriall holdings holdings of of both both Castilla Castilla and and Ar Araagón.gón. 
InsteadInstead ofof joining joining the the ensuing ensuing scrscrambamble, le, SancSancho ho demdemurrurred ed andand 
rretretreated eated to to his his castle castle in in TTudeudela, la, wwher heree he he withdr withdreeww frfrom om aaffairs airs ofof 
state. state. TThe he Na Navvarrarrese ese nobility nobility eexxerercised cised de de facto facto rule rule of of the the kingdom.kingdom. 
TThey hey became became so so obsessed obsessed with with loca locall issues issues that that Na Navvarr arraa wwould ould missmiss 
out on the opporout on the opportunity to etunity to expand its southerxpand its southern frn frontierontier.. 

In In 12341234,,  SancSancho ho died died without without legitimate legitimate heirs heirs.. At At one one point, point, he he
had had considerconsidered ed mamaking king his his cousin, cousin, King King JJaime aime II of of Ar Araagón, gón, his his succes-succes-
sor sor,, bbut ut the the plan plan wwas as thwthwararted ted bbyy the the Na Navvarrarrese ese nobilitynobility .. TThhey ey iinsisted nsisted 
upon upon naming naming SancSancho’s ho’s nephe nepheww,, Count Count TThibaut hibaut of of ChampaChampagne, gne, asas 
their their monar monarcch—King h—King TTeobaeobaldo ldo I. I. TThus hus begbegan an wwhat hat migmight ht be be tertermedmed 
dynastic dynastic drift, drift, during during wwhichich, h, until until the the kingdom’s kingdom’s fifinana ll demise demise in in 15121512, , 
Na Navvarrarra wa would be ruled bould be ruled by a series of y a series of dynasties with Fdynasties with F rrencench tiesh ties..88 

WWhen hen the the Ar Araagonese gonese king, king, FFerernando nando II, II, conquerconquered ed Na Navvarrarraa inin 
15121512,,  itit wwaas s the the c culmination ulmination ofof nearnear lly y aa centurcenturyy ofof macmachhinations inations 
(fr(frequently equently eexprxpressed essed in in interinterdynastic dynastic marria marriagges) es) in invvolving olving Castilla,Castilla, 
Ar Araagón, gón, and and Na Navvarrarra. a. AA centr centraall fifigurgur ee in in it it aallll wwas as FFerernando’s nando’s fatherfather,, 
JJuan uan II, II, wwho ho married married aa Na Navvarrarrese ese princess princess (b(but ut subject subject to to his his fatherfather-in--in-
lalaw’s w’s safsafeguareguards ds ensuring ensuring that that Na Navvarr arraa wwould ould not not be be subsumed subsumed intointo 
Ar Araagón) gón) and and then, then, upon upon the the death death of of his his queen, queen, usurusurped ped the the kingshipkingship 
frfrom om the the legitimate legitimate heir heir,, CarCarlos los,, the the Prince Prince of of VViana. iana. EvEventuaentually lly,, JJuanuan 
became became king king of of Ar Araagón, gón, to to be be succeeded succeeded bbyy his his son son FFerernando nando,, wwhilehile 
the the cr croown wn of of Na Navvarr arraa wwent ent to to JJuanuan’s ’s daugdaughter hter Leonor Leonoraa and and then then toto 
her g her grrandson, scion of andson, scion of the Fthe F rrencench Fh Foix dynastyoix dynasty .. 

Lik Likee his his father father,, FFerernando nando wwas as obsessed obsessed with with Na Navvarrarra. a. In In 15121512, , hehe 
aallied llied with with Henr Henryy VIII VIII of of EngEngland land in in aa campaign campaign aaggainst ainst the the FFrrencench.h. 
SupporSupported ted bbyy aa contingcontingent ent of of EngEnglish lish trtroops oops,, he he wwould ould in invvade ade Guy-Guy-
enne enne (lost (lost bbyy EngEngland land during during the the HundrHundred ed YYears’ ears’ WWar) ar) and and rretureturnn 
itit toto HenrHenryy .. FFerernando nando demanded demanded that that the the Na Navvarrarrese ese aallo lloww him him toto 
enter enter their their kingdom kingdom to to thwthwar artt aa supposed supposed imminent imminent FFrrenc enchh countercounter--
attacattack. k. WWhen hen this this wwas as rrefused, efused, he he in invvaded aded anyw anywaayy,, consolidating consolidating hishis 
hold hold upon upon PPamplona amplona wwhile hile aabandoning bandoning any any thougthoughts hts of of attacattackingking 

8.8. BarBard,d, NaNavvar arrraa,, 3939–4040,, 5959–7373. 
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FFrrance. ance.99 HHencefencefororth, a th, allll o off HegoaHegoa llde de wwould be under Spanish centrould be under Spanish centr aall 
authorityauthority..110 0 

WWee ar aree at at another another pi pivvota otall point, point, one one that that wwould ould cchang hangee the the dirdirec-ec-
tiontion ooff Spanish,Spanish, EurEuropean, opean, and and wworor lld d histor histor yy .. It It wwas as under under the the so-so-
cacalled lled “Catholic “Catholic Monar Monarcchshs,” ,” IsaIsabebella lla II of of Castilla Castilla and and FFerernandonando IIII 
ofof ArAraagón,gón, thatthat wwee cancan firstfirst spea speakk with with authority authority o off momoder dern n SpSpain— ain— 
the the outcome outcome of of the the marria marriaggee betwbetween een Castilla Castilla (w(whic hichh had had long long sincesince 
aabsorbsorbed bed GaGalicia licia and and León) León) and and Ar Araagón gón (w(whic hichh incincluded luded CataCatalunylunya),a), 
the the conquest conquest in in 14921492   ofof thethe lastlast MoorishMoorish encenclalavvee inin IberiaIberia (Gr(Granada),anada), 
and and the the militarmilitaryy defdefeat eat o off the the NaNa vvarrarrese ese iin n 15121512. . TThe he Catholic Catholic Mon-Mon-
ar arcchs hs wwer eree both both distant distant descendants descendants of of SancSancho ho the the GrGreat eat and, and, mor moree 
rrecently ecently,, of of JJuan uan II of of Castilla Castilla ((13791379– –13901390) ) and and Leonor Leonor of of Ar Araagón gón andand 
wwer eree thertherefefor oree cousins cousins.. TThey hey rrequirequired ed aa papapa pall dispensation dispensation in in ororderder 
toto marrmarryy.. NeitherNeither wwaass aa monarmonarcchh wwhen hen they they wweerree wwededded, ded, in in 14691469..  
IsaIsabebella lla then then wweathereathered ed aa fifivve-ye-year ear po powwer er strug strugggle le to to become become queen queen 
ofof CastillaCastilla ((14741474– –15041504), ), and and FFerernando nando ascended ascended the the thrthrone one to to rule rule 
Ar Araagóngón ((14791479–– 15161516) upon his father’s death. ) upon his father’s death. 

TThhe e rreign eign ofof the the Catholic Catholic MonarMonar cchs hs wwas as mor moree aa diardiarcchhyy than than aa 
unifiedunified monarmonarcchhyy .. YYet et the the tw twoo rulers rulers seemed seemed to to aaggrreeee on on most most mat-mat-
ters ters and and wwer eree gi givven en to to signing signing ororders ders jointlyjointly .. CastillaCastilla wwaas s bbyy ffar ar tthehe 
mor moree potent potent po powwer er within within the the parpartnership tnership in in terterms ms of of both both popu-popu-

. The weightiness of Castilian afairs meant thatlation y
Fernando spent most of his time there, visiting, rather than residing
in Ar agón.11

Ther e was a thir d king of Spain in the person of the Cardina l
Pedr o González de Mendoza, ar chbishop of Sevilla and later of 

9. Ibid., 76 83
10. It might be noted that Fernando’s successors , first King Carlos I of Spain and then his

son, Felipe II, wer e ambi valent about the conquest and entertained thoughts of restoring the
Kingdom of Na varra. Ho wever , by century’s end the “Na varrese question ” was losing traction
and was lly dismissed alto gether by a commission char ged by Felipe III (1598 1621) with
studying the matter. (Ibid., 100 101, 103, 126). 

11. Payne, A Histor y, 172 78
12. Her e we ha ve a prime example of a po werful Castilian family of remote Basque origin.

The surname deri ves from the Basque terms mendi (“mountain”) and otza (“cold”). Historian
Helen Nader notes:

The Mendoza came originally from the pr ovince of Ala va and many incorporated them-
selves into Castilian society during the reign of Alfonso XI (1312 1350). . . . By 1332, the
Mendoza had been feuding with the Gue var a clan for at least a centur y, and other Ala vese
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TToledo oledo,, the the most most prprestigious estigious seat seat in in Castilla. Castilla. He He prpresided esided oovver er thethe 
Chur Churcch’s h’s Council Council of of the the RReaealm lm and and rrode ode beside beside the the queen queen into into battle.battle. 
AccorAccording to Hugding to Hugh Th Thomashomas,, 

he he wwas as the the enligenlightened htened son son of of Iñigo Iñigo HurHurtado tado de de MendoMendoza, za, MarMarquis quis ofof 
Santillana, Santillana, aa poet poet and and humane humane aristocraristocrat, at, aa man man culti cultivvated ated enoug enoughh to to 
ri rivvaall any any prince prince in in ItaItalyly .. LasLas CasasCasas ,, inin his his historhistor yy,, wrwrote ote of of the the CarCardi-di-
nanal’s l’s “g “grreat eat virvirtue, tue, prudence, prudence, and and fifidedelity lity to to the the monar monarcchshs,” ,” as as wweel ll l asas 
his his “g“generenerosity osity of of spirit spirit and and linea lineagge.” e.” FFeeww wwould ould ddwweell ll on on his his pri privvateate 
virvirtues tues bbut ut his his other other quaqualities lities wwer eree di diffcult cult to to contest. contest. TThe he MendoMendozaza 
family family wwas as the the most most po powwerful erful in in Castile, Castile, with with members members of of it it in in inflinfluen uen--
tia tiall positions positions eevvererywywherhere. e. TThe he brbrothers others,, sisters sisters,, nephenephews ws and and nieces nieces ofof 
the Carthe Cardinadinal wl werere the masters of e the masters of  cchur hurcch and state.h and state.113 3 

Castilian Castilian heghegemony emony oovver er the the Canar Canaryy Islands Islands and and Ar Araagonese gonese rulerule 
in in SarSardinia, dinia, Sicily Sicily,, and and NaNaples ples meant meant that that the the ne neww Spain Spain had had an an OldOld 
WWororld empirld empire. In the Pe. In the Porortuguese, it atuguese, it also had a prime competitorlso had a prime competitor.. 

PPorortug tugaall emer emergged ed in in the the tw tweelfth lfth centur centuryy as as aa separseparate ate IberianIberian 
kingdom, kingdom, hahaving ving distanced distanced itseitself lf frfrom om GaGalicia licia during during the the period period wwhenhen 
the the latter latter wwas as being being pulled pulled into into the the ororbit bit of of Castilla-León. Castilla-León. TThe he fifirst rst
PPoorrttuguese uguese kking, ing, AAffonso onso II ((11281128–– 11851185), ), wwas as descended descended frfrom om Castilla’sCastilla’s 
King King AlfAlfonso onso VI VI thrthroug oughh his his illegitimate illegitimate daugdaughter hter TTereresa. esa. She She wwas as herher 
father’s father’s fa favvorite orite cchild, hild, and and wwhen hen she she married married aa BurBurgundian gundian aristo-aristo-
crcrat at and and crusader crusader,, AlfAlfonso onso besto bestowwed ed upon upon them them rule rule oovver er CoimbrCoimbraa 
and and PPorortug tugaal, l, or or aappr pprooximateximately ly the the nornorther thernn hahalf lf of of the the prpresent-daesent-dayy 
countrcountryy .. WWhile hile not not necessarily necessarily aa herhereditar editaryy ggrrant, ant, their their son son AfAfonsoonso 
II in invvokoked ed his his linea lineaggee to to decdeclar laree himsehimself lf king king.. TToo rreinfeinfororce ce his his cclaim,laim, 
he he aaligned ligned his his ne neww rreaealm lm with with the the papapac pacyy wwhile hile papaying ying tribtribute ute to to it.it. 
InIn 11791179, , the the ar arcchdiocese hdiocese of of Br Braaggaa wwas as crcreated, eated, ther thereebbyy rrecoecognizinggnizing 

cclans lans that that mo movved ed to to Castile Castile in in the the ffourourteenth teenth centurcentury—incy—including luding the the AAyyaala, la, the the VVeelascolasco,, 
and and the the Or Oroozco—had zco—had aallll shed shed their their bblood lood in in these these ffeuds euds.. .. .. .. Once Once the the Ala Alavvese ese mo movved ed toto 
Castile, Castile, they they ended ended their their ffeuds euds,, incorincorporporated ated themsethemselvlves es into into the the Castilian Castilian figfighting hting ffororce,ce, 
and and cclimbed limbed the the ladladder der of of rreewwarards ds aavvaila ailabble le to to those those wwho ho ggaavvee militar militaryy service service to to thethe 
kingking.. 

By By virvirtue tue of of being being cacababallerlleros os,, the the Ala Alavvese ese wwho ho mo movved ed to to Castile Castile in in the the ffourourteenth teenth centurcenturyy 
wwer eree hidahidalgos lgos (g(gentrentry). y). All All members members of of the the hidahidalgo lgo cclass—calass—cababaller lleroo or letror letrado—sharado—shareded aa 
common rcommon responsibility fesponsibility for the ror the res pubes publica: they wlica: they werere the administre the administrators of ators of  Castile. Castile. 

HeHelenlen Nader Nader,, TThe he MendoMendoza za FFamil amilyy in in the the Spanish Spanish RRenaissance enaissance,, 1350 1350–1550 1550 (Ne(Neww Bruns-Bruns-
wicwick, Nk, N.J.J.: R.: Rutgutgers Uni ers Univversity Prersity Press ess,, 19791979), ), 3636. . 

13. 13. Hug Hughh TThomas homas,, Ri Rivver erss of of Gold: Gold: TThe he Rise Rise of of thethe Spanish Spanish Empir Empiree,, frfrom om ColumbColumbus us to to 
MagMagellanellan  (Ne(New Yw Yorork: Rk: Random House, andom House, 20032003), ), 2222.. 
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AfAfonso’s onso’s kingship kingship and and underscoring underscoring the the separseparation ation of of PPorortug tugaall frfromom 
GaGalicia. licia. TThe he cr croown wn of of Castilla-León,Castilla-León,114 4 ririvveen n asas itit wwas as bbyy interinterna nall strif strifee 
and and under under se sevver eree eexterxterna nall prpressur essuree frfrom om Al-Mansur Al-Mansur,, wwas as incaincapa pabblele 
of of mounting mounting an an eeffecti ectivvee cchahalleng llengee aaggainst ainst suc suchh upstar upstartt PPorortuguesetuguese 
independence.independence. 

OvOver er the the nenext xt centur centuryy,, the the PPorortuguese tuguese monar monarcchs hs conquerconquered ed aa l ll l ofof 
the the Muslim Muslim territor territoryy to to their their south, south, aalbeit lbeit bbyy wweelcoming lcoming the the eexten-xten-
si sivvee in invvolvolvement ement of of EngEnglish, lish, FFrrencench, h, and and FFlemish lemish crusaders crusaders,, as as wweellll asas 
se sevver eraall ororders ders suc suchh as as the the KnigKnights hts TTemplar emplar.. By By the the end end of of the the rreign eign ofof 
AfAfonso onso IIIIII ((12461246–– 12791279), ),  PPorortugtugaall had had maturmatured ed to to its its prpresent esent ggeopoliti-eopoliti-
ca call configurconfiguration. ation. AccorAccording ding to to Stanley Stanley PPaayne, yne, “T“The he sma smallll kingdomkingdom 
contained contained no no ethnic ethnic subg subgrroup oup of of any any imporimportance tance sa savvee ffor or aa vver eryy sligslightht 
JJeewish wish population, population, and and bbyy the the midmiddle dle of of the the thirthirteenth teenth centur centuryy hadhad 
become the first nation-state in Eurbecome the first nation-state in Europe.”ope.”1155 

TThe he destinies destinies of of Castilla Castilla and and PPorortug tugaall wwould ould rremain emain ineinextrica xtricabblyly 
interintertwined twined thrthroug oughh interinterdynastic dynastic marria marriagges es,, subsequent subsequent contestedcontested 
ri rivvaall cclaims laims to to the the rrespecti espectivvee thrthrones ones,, economic economic competition, competition, and and con-con-
sidersideraabblle e wwarfararfare. e. Despite Despite disputes disputes and and conflicts conflicts with with his his Castilian Castilian 
neigneighbors hbors,, inin 13401340, , AfAfonso onso IV IV ((13251325– –13571357) ) sent sent aa larlarggee contingcontingentent 
of of trtroops oops to to figfight ht aalongside longside them them at at the the battle battle of of SaSalado lado,, in in wwhichichh 
their their combined combined ffororce ce defdefeated eated the the last last Muslim Muslim in invvaders aders of of Iberia.Iberia.116 6 

NeNevveerrthethe lless ess,, bbut ut aa ffeeww decades decades later later,, PPorortuguese tuguese KingKing FFerernando nando 
((13671367––13831383))  sided sided with with the the EngEnglish lish and and the the Ar Araagonese gonese aaggainst ainst Cas-Cas-
tilla tilla and and its its FFrrenc enchh aally lly in in one one of of the the phases phases of of the the HundrHundred ed YYears’ears’ 
WWar ar.. TThehe PPor ortuguesetuguese susufferered thr ed threeee serious serious defdefeats eats in in the the conflict andconflict and 
wwer eree ffororced ced to to sign sign unfa unfavvor oraabble le peace peace trtreaties eaties.. TThey hey lost lost mmuc uchh of of theirtheir 
flfleet eet and and su sufferered ed suc suchh se sevver eree economic economic rreevversaersals ls that that the the vver eryy viaviabilitybility 
of of  the countrthe country wy was caas called into question.lled into question. 

WWhen hen FFerernando nando died died without without lealeaving ving aa mamale le heir heir,, the the dangdanger er ofof 
PPorortug tugaall being being subsumed subsumed into into Castilla Castilla wwas as heigheightened htened bbyy aa maritamaritall 
pr proovision vision (suppor(supported ted bbyy mmuc uchh of of the the PPorortuguese tuguese aristocraristocracacy) y) that that thethe 
mamale le heir heir of of King King JJuan uan II of of Castilla, Castilla, husband husband of of FFerernando’s nando’s daugdaughterhter 
Beatriz, Beatriz, wwould ould eevventuaentually lly inherit inherit the the PPorortuguese tuguese thrthrone. one. FFerernando’snando’s 
wido widowwed ed queen, queen, TTeeles les,, wwas as an an eextrxtremeemely ly unpopular unpopular interim interim rulerruler,, 

14.14. PPaayne, yne, A Histor A Historyy,, 1:116116– 1717. 
15.15. Ibid.,Ibid., 1:120120– 2121. . 
16.16. Ibid.,Ibid., 1:127127. 
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and and she she wwas as oovvererthr throown wn bbyy aa rreevvolt olt led led bbyy JJoão oão,, the the ggrrand and mastermaster 
of of the the knigknightly htly OrOrder der of of AAviz, viz, the the PPorortuguese tuguese section section of of the the KnigKnightshts 
of of CaCalatr latraavva. a. He He wwas as the the bastar bastardd son son of of King King FFerernando’s nando’s brbrother other,, 
PPedr edroo II ((13571357–– 13671367). ). He He wwaass accacclaimed laimed KingKing JJoão oão II ((13841384–– 14331433) ) of of 
PPor ortugtugaall bbyy thethe ararcchbishophbishop ofof BrBraaggaa andand thethe PPararliamentliament ofof CoimbrCoimbra,a, 
prprompting ompting an an immediate immediate in invvasion asion bbyy aa Castilian Castilian ararmymy .. TThhe e oostensib stensiblle e 
interinternationa nationall conflict conflict wwas as aalso lso aa cicivil vil wwar ar within within PPorortug tugaal, l, since since thethe 
countrcountry wy was quicas quickly dikly divided avided along rlong regionaegional and social and social-cl-class lass lineslines ..117 7

King King JJoão’s oão’s ffororces ces pr preevvailed ailed at at the the battle battle of of AljubarrAljubarrota ota (nor(north th ofof 
Lisbon), Lisbon), aided aided bbyy EngEnglish lish crcrossboossbowmen. wmen. During During the the conflict, conflict, mmuc uchh ofof 
PPorortug tugaal’s l’s nobility nobility ffougought ht on on the the Castilian Castilian side side and and wwer eree killed killed bbyy thethe 
hundrhundreds eds.. TThe he ar arcchbishop hbishop of of Br Braaggaa then then planned planned aa militar militaryy campaigncampaign 
designed designed toto rreemo movvee tthe he TTrraastamarstama raass1 188 frfrom om the the Castilian Castilian thrthrone one wwhilehile 
anneannexing xing aa par partt of of nornorther thernn Castilla Castilla ffor or PPorortug tugaal. l. He He concconcludedluded aa 
pact pact with with JJohn ohn of of Gaunt Gaunt (br(brother other of of the the Blac Blackk Prince, Prince, uncuncle le of of RicRichh--
arardd III,I, aand nd cacalledlled ““time time h honor ono reed d LLancaster” ancaster” bbyy SSha hakkeespearspea re e).).119 9 JJohnohn 
arargua guabbly ly had had his his oown wn cclaim laim to to the the Castilian Castilian thrthrone, one, hahaving ving marriedmarried 
the daugthe daughter of hter of Castilla’s king, PCastilla’s king, Pedredro the Crueo the Cruel (l (13501350–– 13691369).). 

JJohn ohn of of Gaunt Gaunt sailed sailed frfrom om EngEngland land with with twtwenty enty thousand, thousand, occu-occu-
pied pied La La Coruña, Coruña, and and accacclaimed laimed himsehimself lf king king of of Castilla. Castilla. TThe he initia-initia-
titivvee prproovved ed aabborort tii vvee, , andand tthe he EEng ngllish ish aaccepted ccepted aa papayment yment frfrom om the the 
TTrrastamarastamaras as to to depardepart. t. Ho Howweevver er,, they they left left bebehind hind an an imporimportant tant leglegacacyy 
in in the the ffor ormm of of JJohnohn’s ’s daugdaughter—Philippa. hter—Philippa. PPar artt of of the the pact pact with with the the 
ararcchhbishopbishop ofof BrBraaggaa cacalledlled ffor or her her marria marriaggee toto JJoão oão de de AAvviz. iz. WWhhen en 
hehe pr proovveed d rreeluctant, luctant, JJo ohn hn ofof G Gaunt aunt t thr hreeatened atened toto w withhold ithhold aa criticacriticall 
loan loan to to PPorortug tugaall and and eevven en to to in invvade ade the the countr countryy .. So So the the di diffdentdent JJoãooão 
and and Philippa Philippa wwer eree married married bbyy the the ar arcchbishop hbishop of of Br Braagga. a. AccorAccording ding toto 
CharCharles les McK McKeeww PParr arr,, “Lik “Likee her her ggrrandniece, andniece, Queen Queen IsaIsabebella lla the the Cath-Cath-
olic, olic, and and lik likee her her rred-haired-haired, ed, ggrreat-g eat-grreat-g eat-grrandniece, andniece, Queen Queen ElizaElizabethbeth 

17.17. Ibid.,Ibid., 1:128128– 2929.  
18. 18. WWhen hen King King PPedr edroo the the Crue Cruell had had his his father’s father’s mistrmistress ess mmururderdered ed to to rremo emovvee aa possibpossiblele 

ri rivvaal, l, her her bastar bastardd son son Enrique, Enrique, bac backked ed bbyy mmuc uchh of of the the Castilian Castilian aristocraristocrac acyy,, led led aa successfulsuccessful 
rreebebellion llion aaggainst ainst the the monar monarcchhyy and and esta estabblished lished his his oown wn TTrrastamar astamaraa rrooyyaall linea lineagge. e. EnriqueEnrique 
personapersonally lly eexxecuted ecuted his his deposed deposed hahalf-brlf-brother other PPedr edroo.. InIn 13861386, , Enrique’s Enrique’s son son JJuan uan II ((13791379– 13901390) ) 
wwas king of as king of  Castilla. Castilla. 

19.19. CharCharlesles McK McKeeww PParr arr,, FFererdinand dinand MagMagellan, ellan, CirCircumnacumnavigvigator ator (Ne (Neww YYorork:k: TThomas homas A.A. 
Cr Croowweell, ll, 19641964),  ), 6.. 
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TTudor udor,, this this unobtrusi unobtrusivvee wwoman oman named named Philippa Philippa of of LancasterLancaster wwaas s toto 
become the mother of become the mother of  a ga g rreat empireat empire.”e.”2200 

TThhe e rrooyyaall couple couple wwas as estrestranganged ed at at fifirst, rst, JJoão oão pursuing pursuing his his many many 
militar militaryy campaigns campaigns aaggainst ainst the the Castilians Castilians and and the the BerBerbers bers,, wwho ho in invvadedaded 
southersouthernn PPorortugtugaall periodicaperiodicallylly frfromom theirtheir strstrongongholdhold inin CeutaCeuta onon thethe 
NorNorth th African African coast. coast. Mean Meanwwhile, hile, Philippa Philippa prpresided esided oovver er the the cour courtt inin 
JJoão’s oão’s name name and and pr proovved ed to to be be both both wise wise and and ggenerenerous ous.. WWhile hile she she hadhad 
JJoão’s oão’s mistrmistress ess immimmurured ed in in aa con convvent, ent, the the prisoner prisoner wwas as trtreated eated withwith 
rrespect. espect. Queen Queen Philippa Philippa eevven en adopted adopted JJoão’s oão’s tw twoo illegitimate illegitimate sonssons 
and and rraised aised them them with with her her oown wn ooffspring—ther spring—thereebbyy lalaying ying the the ffounda-ounda-
tions tions ffor or the the bastar bastardd House House of of Br Braaggança, ança, wwhic hichh wwould ould fifigur gur ee quitequite 
prprominently in subsequent Pominently in subsequent Porortuguese histor tuguese historyy .. 

FFrrom om the the outset, outset, King King JJoão oão faced faced aa serious serious cchahalleng llengee frfrom om thethe 
PPorortuguese tuguese nobnoblemen lemen wwho ho had had supporsupported ted him, him, accustomed accustomed as as theythey 
wwer eree to to rregegar ardd the the monar monarcchh as as bbut ut the the primprimus us inter inter parpares es.. AccorAccordingding 
to to A. A. R. R. Disney Disney,, “Consequently “Consequently,, JJoão’s oão’s rule rule wwas as ccharharacterized acterized bbyy hishis 
on-going on-going campaign campaign to to consolidate consolidate and and enhance enhance rrooyyaall authority authority.. OvOverer 
timetime hehe wwaas s aabble le to to strip strip some some nobnoblemen lemen of of their their estates estates and and titles titles 
and and ffororce ce others others into into eexile. xile. By By the the end end of of his his rreign eign most most of of the the trulytruly 
po powwerful erful nobnoblemen lemen in in PPorortug tugaal, l, incincluding luding JJoão’s oão’s sons sons,, wwer eree ofof rrooyyaall 
aappointment.”ppointment.”2211 

Queen Queen Philippa Philippa intrintroduced oduced many many enligenlightened htened prpractices actices frfrom om FFlan-lan-
ders ders and and EngEngland.land. InIn 13961396,,  the the PPorortuguese tuguese concconcluded luded aa diplomatic diplomatic andand 
commercommercia ciall trtreaty eaty with with the the EngEnglish lish that that has has endurendured ed with with some some modi-modi-
fifications cations dodown wn to to the the prpresent. esent. TThe he queen queen enjo enjoyyed ed the the suppor supportt of of thethe 
bbur urgghers hers and and the the ne neww aristocraristocrac acyy crcreated eated out out of of JJoão’s oão’s supporsupportersters.. 
She She aalso lso befriended befriended the the JJeews ws and and earearned ned their their lo loyyaaltylty .. TThen, hen, inin 14111411,, 
PPorortug tugaall and and Castilla Castilla signed signed aa peace peace trtreaty eaty that that brbrougought ht an an end end to to thethe 
decades decades of of hostilities hostilities betwbetween een them. them. Ho Howweevver er,, bbyy this this time, time, PPorortugtugaall 
wwas as on on the the vver erggee of of bankruptc bankruptcyy caused caused bbyy the the seemingseemingly ly endless endless wwarsars.. 
TTherhere we was cias civil unrvil unrest and e est and evven the pren the prospect of ospect of  rreevvolution.olution. 

PPhilippa hilippa cconcei oncei vveed d aan n aaudacious udacious pplan. lan. EEither ither bbyy ccrroossing ssing FFeez z 
((MorMoroocco) cco) iin n NNorortth Africa and h Africa and tthen hen tthe he ((fa fa bblled) ed) CChristian hristian kkingdom ingdom 
o of f PPrreester ster JJoohn hn tto o tthe he ssouth outh or or bby y circircumnacumnavigvigating ating the the continent, continent, 

20.20. Ibid.,Ibid., 7. 
21. 21. A. A. R. R. Disney Disney,, AA Histor Historyy of of PPortug ortugaall and and the the PPortuguese ortuguese EmpirEmpire:e: FFrrom om the the BeBeginnings ginnings to to 

18071807,, 2  vvolsols. (Cambridg. (Cambridge: Cambridge: Cambridge Uni e Univversity Prersity Press ess,, 20112011) ) 1:126126. 
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22. Parr , Ferdinand Magellan , 11 15
23. Payne, A Histor y, 130
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Po vePortugal could redirect Venice’s lucrative spice trade with the Orient 
and ther spar itself economic ruin. In the face of skepticism andand thereby spare itself economic ruin. In the face of skepticism and 
intermina le debate, she dispatched spies to North Africa to ta theinterminable debate, she dispatched spies to North Africa to take the 
measur of its defenses One of the eports she ecei ed documented measure of its defenses. One of the reports she received documented 
the arri in Ceuta of ast car an laden with gold from Tim-the arrival in Ceuta of a vast caravan laden with gold from Tim-
bubuktu. Until that time, European bankers had assumed that the gold 
they needed or the Orienta trade (and that they pur hased under they needed for the Oriental trade (and that they purchased under 
unfa or le conditions in se er North African cities) came from unfavorable conditions in several North African cities) came from 
India.India. 

Armed with this new information, Philippa convinced Florentine 
bankers to underwrite a military campaign against Ceuta. King João 

. However er, Philippa thought the venture to be both risky and foolhardy Philippa 
patiently gained support for it from churchmen, some nobles, and her 

e three eldest sons. The king relented, and the necessary naval buildup 
began. The strategy included a disinformation campaign designed to 
make the Berbers believe that Portugal was aligning with Castilla for or 
a push against the Kingdom of Granada. While the invasion of North 
Africa in 1415 was at star-crossed and on the verge of failure, the first first 1415 
in vaders pr evailed. 2 22

xpedition-Philippa died on the eve of the departure of the Ceuta expedition-
ary force. oão I (1384 orce. King J 1384–1433) would survive her for many more 

finishing years before finishing a reign that spanned half a century . It was under 
his guidance that Portugal matured into a serious player in European 
and world afairs. Payne concludes, “Though its population was no 

institution-more than one and a half million, it had achieved strongly institution-
alized government, a sense of national unity, a basis for modest eco-
nomic development, commercial and maritime forces eager for a more 
expansive role in the world, a reorganized military aristocracy seeking 
new fields for adventure, and firm, calculating leadership able to guide 
the energies of its follo wers into major enterprises abroad.”23 23

Jo 1433 and was succeeded by his son Duarte (1433 
as married to Leonor

João I died in 1433 1433– 
14381438). ). Duarte Duarte was married to of Ar gón, daughter of Leonora of Aragón, daughter of 
King Fernando I (King ernando 1412 416 1412–11416). Upon his untimely death, she became 
regent for their royal successor, six-year-old Afonso. Leonora was 
suspected uc of the aristocrac due to her ties to the Ar suspected by much of the aristocracy due to her ties to the Ara-

22. Parr, Ferdinand Magellan, 11–15. 
23. Payne, A History, 1:130. 

https://ailed.22


   

P al

ggoonneessee ccoouurrtt aanndd CCaassttiilliiaann nnoobblleess wwhhoo hhaadd rreecceennttllyy sseeiizzeedd ccoonnttrrooll 
ooff tthhaatt kkiinnggddoomm.. SSoo PPrriinnccee HHeennrryy,, hheerr bbrrootthheerr--iinn--llaaww,, nneeggoottiiaatteedd 
aa ccoorreeggeennccyy bbeettwweeeenn hheerr aanndd hhiiss bbrrootthheerr,, PPrriinnccee PPeeddrroo.. TThhaatt ddiidd 
nnot ot ggo o wweelll, l, aand nd LLeonor eonor aa wwaas s ffoorrcced ed tto o flfleeee ttoo CCaassttiillllaa.. FFrroomm tthheerree,, 
sshhee oorrggaanniizzeedd ooppppoossiittiioonn aaggaaiinnsstt PPeeddrroo’’ss rreeggeennccyy uunnttiill hheerr ddeeaatthh iinn 
11445445. . PPeeddrroo ssyysstteemmaattiiccaallllyy rreepprreesssseedd hheerr ssuuppppoorrtteerrss,, ffoorrcciinngg mmaannyy ttoo 
flfleeee aanndd rreeddiissttrriibbuuttiinngg tthheeiirr pprrooppeerrttyy aanndd ttiittlleess ttoo hhiiss oowwnn llooyyaalliissttss.. 
HHoowweevveerr,, ssoommee ooff hhiiss aarrbbiittrraarryy ppoolliicciieess iinncciitteedd ggrroowwiinngg ooppppoossiittiioonn 
wwithin ithin PPoorrttuguese uguese ssociety ociety,, aand nd iin n 11446446 , , AAffoonnssoo ttuurrnneedd ffoouurrtteeeenn aanndd 
tthheerreebbyy bbeeccaammee eelliiggiibbllee ttoo aassssuummee tthhee kkiinnggsshhiipp.. TThhee ffoolllloowwiinngg yyeeaarr,, 
hhe e mmarried arried hhis is ccousin ousin IIsasabbe ellla, la, PPeedrdroo’s ’s ddaugaughhter ter.. BBy y 11448448 , , PPeeddrroo wwaass 
ffoorrcceedd ttoo rreessiiggnn.. WWhheenn hhiiss eenneemmiieess ccoonnvviinncceedd tthhee yyoouunngg mmoonnaarrcchh ttoo 
rre e vviieeww aanndd ppoossssiibbllyy rre evveerrssee mmaannyy ooff PPeeddrroo’’ss eennddoowwmmeennttss,, tthhee eexx--
rreeggeenntt oorrggaanniizzeedd aa rreebbeelllliioonn tthhaatt wwaass rreeaaddiillyy ddeeffeeaatteedd.. ((PPeeddrroo ddiieedd 
iin battle.) n battle.) 

King King AfAfonso’s onso’s rule rule wwould ould last last nearnearly ly ffororty-thr ty-threeee yyears ears ((14381438––  
14811481). ). TThhrrougoughout hout iit, t, tthe he monarmonarcchh bestobesto wwed ed nobnob lle e priprivilegvileg ee aalmost lmost 
rreeccklessly klessly.. TThe he cchief hief beneficiaries beneficiaries wwer eree his his uncuncle, le, Prince Prince Henr Henryy,, and and 
the the successi successivvee dukdukes es of of Br Braaggança. ança. TTher heree wwas as eevven en in invvention ention of of neneww 
titles titles to to confconfer—suc er—suchh as as marmarquis quis,, barbaron, on, and and viscount. viscount. Also Also,, underunder 
AfAfonsoonso,, thethe prpreeviousvious aavversionersion ofof thethe PPorortuguesetuguese monarmonarcchhyy toto becombecom--
ing ing in invvolvolved ed in in the the dynastic dynastic entangentanglements lements of of the the Castilian Castilian cour courtt 
wwas as rreelaxlaxed. ed. In In 14471447, , IsaIsabebella,lla, aa daugdaughter hter of of AfAfonso’s onso’s uncuncle, le, Prince Prince 
JJoão oão,, married married the the Castilian Castilian king, king, JJuan uan II. II. TThen, hen, in in 14551455, , AfAfonso’sonso’s 
sister sister JJoana oana married married the the Castilian Castilian king, king, Enrique Enrique IV IV .. OnOn twtw oo separseparate ate 
occasions occasions,, an an aaging ging AfAfonso onso himsehimself lf prproposed oposed marria marriaggee to to the the futurfuturee 
Queen Queen IsaIsabebella, lla, King King Enrique’s Enrique’s yyoungounger er hahalf lf sister sister.. (She (She rrefused— efused— 
instead instead marrmarrying ying FFererdinand dinand of of Ar Araagón gón in in 14691469.) .)224 4 TThen, hen, inin 14741474,,  
shorshortly tly befbefor oree his his death, death, Enrique Enrique confconferrerred ed his his kingdom kingdom upon upon hishis 
daugdaughter hter JJuana uana (bor (bornn of of his his PPorortuguese tuguese wifwife, e, JJoana, oana, bbut ut possibpossibly ly notnot 
the the king’s king’s cchild). hild). It It wwould ould be be the the accusation accusation of of the the designated designated succes-succes-
sor’s sor’s illegitimac illegitimacyy that that infinforormed med IsaIsabebella lla of of the the competing competing cclaim laim to to thethe 
Castilian thrCastilian throne.one. 

24. William H. Prescott, Histor y of the Reign of Ferdinand and Isabella the Catholic ,
vols. (Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott and Company , 1873), 181, 196 97.
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24. William H. Prescott, History of the Reign of Ferdinand and Isabella the Catholic, 3 
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Ethnic Relations in Medie val Iberia
For the nearly eight centuries after the Muslim in vasion of Ibe-
ria in until ve defeat in 1492, relations between the 
peninsula’s various Islamic and Christian dynasties (and its influen-
tia l minority , the Jews , as well) r the gamut. As we ha ve seen, at
times, there were marital alliances across ethnic and religious
aries; at others , Christians and Muslims wer e ld ad versaries.
Ther e wer e periods of tolerance and others of persecution of Chris-
tians (the so-called Mozár abes) and Jews under Muslim rule, and the
same could be said for the Christian monar chies with respect to their
minority populations . Islamic Sevilla and Christian Toledo eac h had
their glorious epochs as beacons of enlightened thought and religious
uni versalism. The introduction of the notion of a “crusade” against
Islam was imposed upon Iberia at the end of the ele venth century
from trans-Pyrenean Europe, and particularly by the papac y as
a par t of its wider strateg y regarding liberation of the Holy Land.
Payne notes:

For Alfonso VI of Castile, dealing with the Muslims was mainly a polit-
ical, not a religious , enterprise, and in the thirteenth centur y, the tomb
of Fernando III was inscribed with the title “king of the thr ee religions.”
In some of the campaigns of the tw elfth and thirteenth centuries , French
crusaders either quarr eled with or deserted their Castilian and Ar ago-
nese allies because of the latter’s refusa l to slaughter conquered Mus-
lims . Ramón Llull and the Dominicans of Valencia proposed to educate
and con vert, not expe l or even subdue, Muslims of neighboring regions.
While Jewish communities wer e totally expelled from ever y other part
of wester n Europe, they continued to flourish and multiply in the His-
panic kingdoms .

The Na varrese, too , accommodated their influentia l Jewish com-
munity and wer e twice admonished by thirteenth-centur y popes for
doing so .

Ne vertheless , it could be said that the religious borderland sta-
tus of Muslim Al-Andalus and Christian Iberia meant that eac h had

25. Ibid., 136
26. Ibid., 136 37
27. Bard, Na var ra, 68
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There were periods of tolerance and others of persecution of Chris-
tians (the so-called Mozárabes) and Jews under Muslim rule, and the 
same could be said for the Christian monarchies with respect to their 
minority populations. Islamic Sevilla and Christian Toledo each had 
their glorious epochs as beacons of enlightened thought and religious 
universalism. The introduction of the notion of a “crusade” against 
Islam was imposed upon Iberia at the end of the eleventh century 
from trans-Pyrenean Europe,225 5 and particularly by the papacy as 
a part of its wider strategy regarding liberation of the Holy Land. 
Payne notes: 

bound-
aries; at others, Christians and Muslims were battlefi eld adversaries. 

For Alfonso VI of Castile, dealing with the Muslims was mainly a polit-
ical, not a religious, enterprise, and in the thirteenth century, the tomb 
of Fernando III was inscribed with the title “king of the three religions.” 
In some of the campaigns of the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, French 
crusaders either quarreled with or deserted their Castilian and Arago-
nese allies because of the latter’s refusal to slaughter conquered Mus-
lims. Ramón Llull and the Dominicans of Valencia proposed to educate 
and convert, not expel or even subdue, Muslims of neighboring regions. 
While Jewish communities were totally expelled from every other part 
of western Europe, they continued to flourish and multiply in the His-
panic kingdoms.226 6 

The Navarrese, too, accommodated their influential Jewish com-
munity and were twice admonished by thirteenth-century popes for 
doing so.2277 

Nevertheless, it could be said that the religious borderland sta-
tus of Muslim Al-Andalus and Christian Iberia meant that each had 

25. Ibid., 1:136. 
26. Ibid., 1:136–37. 
27. Bard, Navarra, 68. 
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aa sharsharply ply dr draawn wn rreeligious ligious other—an other—an influence influence that that underscorunderscored ed andand 
ther thereebbyy enhanced enhanced eac eachh prprotaotagonist’s gonist’s oown wn ororthodothodoxy xy.. Indeed,Indeed, His-His-
panic panic bebelie lievvers ers rremained emained the the most most ororthodo thodoxx (that (that is is,, the the least least gi givvenen 
to to theolotheologica gicall questioning questioning and and herheresy) esy) within within Islam Islam and and Christian-Christian-
ityity,, rrespectiespecti vveellyy .. TThe he prpresence esence of of an an influentia influentiall JJeewish wish minority minority withinwithin 
both both Al-AndaAl-Andalus lus and and the the Christian Christian kingdoms kingdoms aalso lso meant meant that that IberiaIberia 
wwas as the the prime prime contecontext xt within within wwhic hichh the the wwororld’s ld’s thr threeee major major mono-mono-
theistic theistic rreeligions ligions competed competed ffor or the the status status of of God’s God’s cchosen hosen rrecipientsecipients 
of of didivine vine rreevveelation. lation. As As aa consequence, consequence, gi givven en the the rigright ht circircumstancescumstances,, 
ruling ruling MuslimsMuslims and and Christians Christians wwerer ee both both prime prime candidates candidates ffor or rreeli-li-
gious intolergious intolerance—a potentia ance—a potential l that gthat grreew incessantly on the Christianw incessantly on the Christian 
side side as as it it successfully successfully prprosecuted osecuted the the RReconquest econquest to to rregegain ain contrcontrol ol ofof 
the entirthe entire Iberian Pe Iberian Peninsula.eninsula. 

Anti-Semitic Anti-Semitic violence violence brbrokokee out out during during tthe he 13301330s s in in Na Navvarr arraa2 28 8 and and 
then then spikspiked ed in in the the massi massivvee po poggrrom om of of 13911391   in in souther southernn Castilla.Castilla. TThehe 
circircumstances cumstances of of the the JJeews ws within within Christian Christian Iberia Iberia had had indeed indeed becomebecome 
quite quite prprecarious ecarious.. In In the the afteraftermath math of of the the po poggrrom, om, JJeews ws wwer eree prpressuressureded 
to to con convver ertt to to Christianity Christianity,, and and aabout bout hahalf lf (or (or mor moree than than one one hundrhundreded 
thousand thousand persons) persons) did did so so,, wwhile hile others others,, the the so-caso-called lled SepharSephardic dic JJeewsws,, 
fled afled a brbroad. Ho oad. Howweevverer, accor, according to P ding to Paayne:yne: 

TThe he parparado adoxx of of the the histor historyy of of Castilian Castilian JJeewr wryy wwas as that that mass mass con convverer--
sion sion wwas as not not aa step step to towwar ardd solving solving the the rreeligious ligious prproboblem lem bbut ut only only mademade 
it it mor moree intense. intense. TThe he Con Convversos ersos,, as as the the con convvererts ts wwer eree tertermed, med, usuausuallylly 
ad advvanced anced furfurther ther in in wweaealth lth and and status status in in their their ne neww situation situation as as Chris-Chris-
tianstians.. InterIntermarriamarriaggee of of wweaealth lthyy CoConnvversos with tersos with the aristocrhe aristocracacy became y became 
incrincreasingeasingly ly common, common, and and the the nnumber umber of of descendants descendants of of fforormermerly ly JJeew-w-
ish ish families families placed placed in in influentia influentiall positions positions in in or or out out of of go govverernment nment wwasas 
imprimpressi essivve. e. Suspicion Suspicion and and hatrhatred ed of of Con Convversos ersos ggrreeww mor moree intense intense asas 
their wtheir weaealth and influence incrlth and influence increased.eased.2299 

TTherherefeforore, e, bbyy the the time time of of the the Catholic Catholic Monar Monarcchs hs,, many many JJeews ws hadhad 
accumaccumulated ulated ggrreat eat wweaealth lth and and wwer eree wweellll connected connected within within the the po powwerer 
structurstructures es of of both both state state and and cchur hurcch. h. TTheir heir heaheavy vy in invvolvolvement ement in in taxtax 
collection collection incurrincurred ed the the rresentment esentment of of the the common common people, people, and and theirtheir 
willingness willingness to to serv servee as as moneylenders moneylenders to to the the cr croown wn incurrincurred ed the the wrwrathath 

28.28. Ibid.,Ibid., 6868–6969. 
29. 29. PPaayne, yne, A Histor A Historyy,, 1:208208. 
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of of Castilla’sCastilla’s ppo owweerful rful aaristocr ristocraacc yy .. PPossibossibly ly aa quarquarter ter of of the the CatholicCatholic 
bishops bishops wwer eree of of at at least least par partt JJeewish wish descent. descent. In In sum, sum, ther theree wwas as mmucuchh 
enenvy vy of of suc suchh JJeewish wish success success,, as as wweellll as as concer concernn oovver er its its implicationsimplications 
ffoorr tthe he ssociety’s ociety’s oostensib stensibl lyy prpreedominant dominant CChristian hristian naturnatur ee.. 3030 An An obsesobses--
sion sion borbordering dering on on parparanoia anoia emer emergged ed rregegararding ding the the bebelief lief that that manymany 
of of the the Con Convversos ersos wwer eree actuaactually lly crcrypto-J ypto-Jeews ws wwho ho contincontinued ued to to prpracticeactice 
their their rreeligion ligion in in secrsecret. et. TThe he dilemma dilemma wwas as perperhahaps ps best best personifiedpersonified bbyy 
the the fanatica fanaticall Dominican Dominican TTomás omás de de TTororquemada, quemada, the the pr preelate late cchar hargged,ed, 
as as the the fifirst rst inquisitor inquisitor ggener eneraal, l, with with implementing implementing the the Spanish Spanish Inquisi-Inquisi-
tion, tion, wwhic hichh wwas as designed designed to to fferrerret et out out and and punish punish suc suchh herheretics etics..331 1 YYetet 
TTororquemada quemada wwas as himsehimself lf of of JJeewish wish descent. descent. Indeed, Indeed, it it is is lik likeely ly thatthat 
eevven (Spanish) Pen (Spanish) Pope Aleope Alexander VI wxander VI was of as of JJeewish origin.wish origin. 

TThings hings came came to to aa head head with with stunning stunning aalacrity lacrity after after the the CatholicCatholic 
MonarMonarcchhs s triumphed triumphed oovveer r thethe Muslims Muslims ofof GrGraanada nada inin 14921492. .32 32 WWhilehile 
some some of of the the defdefeated eated wwer eree trtransporansported ted to to NorNorth th Africa, Africa, those those wwhoho 
wished wished to to rremain emain as as subjects subjects of of the the Christian Christian rulers rulers wwer eree aallo llowwed ed toto 
do do so so and and wwer eree eevven en aabble le to to prpractice actice their their rreeligion. ligion. As As aa lar larggeely ly aaggrrarar--
ian ian population, population, they they wwer eree not not ffeelt lt to to pose pose aa thrthreat.eat. 333 3 TThe he JJeewws s wwer eree 
another another matter matter aalto ltoggether ether,, and and that that same same yyear ear they they wwer eree ororderdered ed toto 
con convver ertt to to Christianity Christianity immediateimmediately ly or or lea leavve. e. TThe he ne neww wwaavvee of of Sep-Sep-
harhardim dim rresettled esettled in in se sevver eraall MidMiddle dle Easter Easternn and and EurEuropean opean countriescountries,, 
incincluding tens of luding tens of thousands in Pthousands in Porortug tugaal l aalone.lone.34 34

30. Ibid., 207 12
31. Under Torquemada, it is estimated that tw o thousand Con versos wer e burned at the

sta ke and fifteen thousand recei ved lesser punishments. Ibid., 210
32. An ey ewitness of the Christian forces at the sieg e of Granada, the Italian Pietr o Mar-

tir e d’Anghiera, wrote to the ar chbishop of Milan, asking, “Who would ha ve belie ved that
the Asturians , Gallegos , Basques , and the inhabitants of the Cantabrian mountains , men
accustomed to deeds of atrocious violence, and to br awl over the slightest occasions at home,
should mingle amica bly not only with one another , but with Toledans and the wily and jeal-
ous Andalusians; all living to gether in harmonious subordination to authority , lik e members
in one family , speaking the same tongue, and nurtured under a common discipline?” Quoted
in Thomas , Ri vers of  Gold, 34.

33. It would not be until mor e than a centur y later , in 1617, that Spain’s remaining Muslims 
wer e gi ven the ultimatum of choosing between the alternati ves of con version to Christianity
or expulsion.

34. Julio Car o Baroja, Los judíos en la España moderna y contemporánea , vols . (Madrid:
Ediciones ISTMO, 1961) 190 203. Portug al’s tolerance would soon be tested when the 
con version-or-expulsion option was extended to Portuguese Jews in 1497. In 1506, Lisbon
experienced its own po grom, and a series of anti-Semitic measures wer e passed into law
(rescinded almost immediately, in 1507, however). 
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30. Ibid., 1:207–12. 
31. Under Torquemada, it is estimated that two thousand Conversos were burned at the 

stake and fifteen thousand received lesser punishments. Ibid., 210. 
32. An eyewitness of the Christian forces at the siege of Granada, the Italian Pietro Mar-

tire d’Anghiera, wrote to the archbishop of Milan, asking, “Who would have believed that 
the Asturians, Gallegos, Basques, and the inhabitants of the Cantabrian mountains, men 
accustomed to deeds of atrocious violence, and to brawl over the slightest occasions at home, 
should mingle amicably not only with one another, but with Toledans and the wily and jeal-
ous Andalusians; all living together in harmonious subordination to authority, like members 
in one family, speaking the same tongue, and nurtured under a common discipline?” Quoted 
in Thomas, Rivers of Gold , 34. 

33. It would not be until more than a century later, in 1617, that Spain’s remaining Muslims 
were given the ultimatum of choosing between the alternatives of conversion to Christianity 
or expulsion. 

34. Julio Caro Baroja, Los judíos en la España moderna y contemporánea, 3 vols. (Madrid: 
Ediciones ISTMO, 1961) 1:190–203. Portugal’s tolerance would soon be tested when the 
conversion-or-expulsion option was extended to Portuguese Jews in 1497. In 1506, Lisbon 
experienced its own pogrom, and a series of anti-Semitic measures were passed into law 
(rescinded almost immediately, in 1507, however). 
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Iberian Explorations 

And then there was the critical question of Atlantic expansion and 
exploration. Both the Andalusian ports of Castilla and the southern 

flankreaches of Portugal flanked the outlet of the western Mediterranean 
into the Atlantic and together constituted Europe’s best-situated 
launching area for exploration of the South Atlantic and beyond. 

Portugal’s capture of Ceuta conferred upon her much prestige 
in European circles. More importantly, Portugal now controlled both 
shores of the critical Strait of Gibraltar—which meant that its explo-

com-ration of the African coast and the South Atlantic could now com-
figur mence unimpeded. The key figure in the new Portuguese initiative was 

Philippa’s son, Henry—a cenobite and grand master of the Order of 
the Knights of Christ, a physicist and skilled mathematician. Prince 
Henry the Navigator, as we recall him, vowed to his mother while she 
lay dying on the eve of the Ceuta campaign that he would devote his 
energies to discovering her imagined route to the Indies. 

he eforts to further ort emony in Nor tuguese heg Africa 
proved both costly and inefective. So it was that Henry turned his 
attention to southerly exploration of the African coast. He dispatched 
annual probes that gradually expanded Portuguese knowledge of the 
hostile coastline. However, the limited nautical and navigational h-tech-
nology of the age made progress painfully slow. 

The Por uguese hegemony North Africa 

But then, in 14251425, a sea captain was blown out to sea by a storm 
of Cape Bojador and discovered the island of Madeira. It proved to 
be of immediate and multifaceted importance. It gave the Portuguese 
a strategic base from which to provision and launch further explora-
tions to the south. Its benign climate facilitated agriculture, particu-
larly the cultivation of sugar, which was still deemed a scarce spice in 
European markets. It was forested and therefore provided the nearly 
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deforested Portug al with an ample source of timber for shipbuilding
and house construction.1

In 1431, Portug al’s good fortune w m
er y and colonization of the Azores; tw o years later , Cape Bojador was
r . In 1434, King João I died and was succeeded by
Afonso V ( –1481). Between 1441 and 1447, there wer e no fewer 
than twenty Portuguese explorator y probes of the African coastline.
And by the time of Henry’s death, his captains had disco vered the
Cape Verde Islands.

Ne vertheless , on balance, Prince Henr y failed to disco ver a sea
route to the Indies . Sierr a Leone was the southernmost limit of his
explorations , and the pinnacle of his African success was the found-
ing of an entrepôt at Arguim, ther eby pr oviding Portug al with lucra-
ti ve trade in African gold, ivor y, and sla ves imported throug h the
Portuguese African por t of Lagos . The Lagos Company became a
monopoly of the Knights of Christ. Prince Henr y also assembled an
extraordinar y internationa l team of physicists , mathematicians , and
navigators (in the village of Vila do Infante) that efected many inno-
vations designed to ena ble long-distance exploration of the world’s
oceans . According to Charles McK ew Parr , “Henry’s monumental
contributions to celestia l navigation, to carto graph y, and to naval
ar chitecture still stand as milestones after fi ve hundred years.”2

In addition to disco vering Madeira, the Azores , and the Cape
Verde Islands , Henry’s captains found what came to be known as the
Sar gasso Loop (pr evailing southerlies a shor t distance of the African
coast and northerlies farther out to sea). The kno wledg e of this phe-
nomenon was critica l to any further European probes of the South
Atlantic, and it remained a closely guarded state secret for se veral
decades.3

But then, according to Parr,

With the death of Prince Henr y in 1460, there died also the obligation
to carr y out the pledg e to Philippa, herself no w dead for nearly half a
century. The crusading ur ge to see k the land of Prester John

1. Charles McK ew Parr , Ferdinand Magellan, Circumnavigator (Ne w York: Thomas A. 
Cr owell, 1964), 19 20

2. Ibid., 17
3. Ibid., 25
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Afonso V (1438–1481). Between 1441 and 1447, there were no fewer 1438 
than twenty Portuguese exploratory probes of the African coastline. 
And by the time of Henry’s death, his captains had discovered the 
Cape Verde Islands. 
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rounded ssuccessfully. In 1434, King João I died and was succeeded by 

In 1431, Portugal’s good fortune waas ultiplied with he discov-

Nevertheless, on balance, Prince Henry failed to discover a sea 
route to the Indies. Sierra Leone was the southernmost limit of his 
explorations, and the pinnacle of his African success was the found-
ing of an entrepôt at Arguim, thereby providing Portugal with lucra-
tive trade in African gold, ivory, and slaves imported through the 
Portuguese African port of Lagos. The Lagos Company became a 
monopoly of the Knights of Christ. Prince Henry also assembled an 
extraordinary international team of physicists, mathematicians, and 
navigators (in the village of Vila do Infante) that efected many inno-
vations designed to enable long-distance exploration of the world’s 
oceans. According to Charles McKew Parr, “Henry’s monumental 
contributions to celestial navigation, to cartography, and to naval 
architecture still stand as milestones after five hundred years.”2 

In addition to discovering Madeira, the Azores, and the Cape 
Verde Islands, Henry’s captains found what came to be known as the 
Sargasso Loop (prevailing southerlies a short distance of the African 
coast and northerlies farther out to sea). The knowledge of this phe-
nomenon was critical to any further European probes of the South 
Atlantic, and it remained a closely guarded state secret for several 
decades.3 

But then, according to Parr, 

scientific 

With the death of Prince Henry in 1460, there died also the obligation 
to carry out the pledge to Philippa, herself now dead for nearly half a 
century . The crusading scientifi c urge to seek the land of Prester John 

1. Charles McKew Parr, Ferdinand Magellan, Circumnavigator (New York: Thomas A. 
Crowell, 1964), 19–20. 

2. Ibid., 17. 
3. Ibid., 25. 
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and to the sea oute to India as dead. he technica esear juntar w T l r ch
at ila do Infante as dissolved, the villa itself bandoned, and V w ge a
can xploration ceased. Only the profita le sla car ls e b ve ave
tin es from Lagos to the depot of Arguim on the Africanoyag
coast, here, in hug barracks the Ar sla ers deli ered the Negw e , ab v v ro
capti es to a ait transport to mar et.v w k 4

, exploration resumed under the aegis of Ferdinand Gomes, a
wealthy Lisbon merchant. He was accorded a monopoly on Arguim’s
trade, with the condition that he further southern exploration of the
African coast by three hundred miles annually. Eventually, one of his
caravels reached Guinea, thereby providing Portugal with direct access

-w ov
P al w ab o w va b

the cruzado. This attracted the attention of many of Europe’s major
bankers, notably, Florentines and Genoese. It also drew French and

v , a afc often backed secretly by
althy Northern European merchants. In , King Afonso V placed

afairs under his nineteen-year-old Crown Prince João, and the
llowing year, the monarch declared a crown monopoly over this com-

w
en, in , V v t

ana’s claim to the Castilian throne, he also married her. The r-
J ict. Spanish

lleons made for the Guinea coast and inflicted such heavy damage
-v re

5 The Portuguese were forced to sue for the peace that was
by Tr v ( ). Under its terms, Portugal

cognized Castilian sove ignty over the Canary Islands (first discov-
by P al and contested since then by the two Iberian

w w r P c
, V agr P

xc v 6

4.4. Ibid.,Ibid., 2727. 
5.5. Ibid.,Ibid., 2727–2828. 
6.6. “In“In 14801480, , the the cr croown wn ooffciacially lly adopted adopted aa polic policyy of of aabsolute bsolute secrsecrec ecyy concerconcerning ning kno knowwledgledgee 

ggained ained frfrom om PPorortuguese tuguese eexplorxplorations ations and and completecompletely ly eexxccluded luded subjects subjects of of other other po powwers ers,, onon 
pain pain of of death.” death.” Stanley Stanley PPaayne, yne, AA Histor Historyy of of SpainSpain and and PPortug ortugaall,, 2  vvols ols.. (Madison: (Madison: Uni Univversity ersity 
ofof  WWisconsin Prisconsin Press ess,, 19731973), ), 1:197197.. 
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find and to find the sea route to India was dead. The technical research junta 
at Afri-Vila do Infante was dissolved, the village itself abandoned, and Afri-

scientifi c con-can scientific exploration ceased. Only the profitable slave caravels con-
ued their vtinued their voyages from Lagos to the depot of Arguim on the African 

coast, where, in huge barracks, the Arab slavers delivered the Negro 
captives to await transport to market.4 

In 1470 In 1470, exploration resumed under the aegis of Ferdinand Gomes, a 
wealthy Lisbon merchant. He was accorded a monopoly on Arguim’s 
trade, with the condition that he further southern exploration of the 
African coast by three hundred miles annually. Eventually, one of his 
caravels reached Guinea, thereby providing Portugal with direct access 
to its gold mines hile circumventing Morocco’s control er their outto its gold mines while circumventing Morocco’s control over their out-
put. ortug as le to issue its wn ne and lua le gold coin— put. Portugal was able to issue its own new and valuable gold coin— 
the cruzado. This attracted the attention of many of Europe’s major 
bankers, notably, Florentines and Genoese. It also drew French and 
English pri ateers initiating contr band trEnglish privateers, initiating contraband trafc often backed secretly by 
wealthy Northern European merchants. In 1474 we 1474, King Afonso V placed 
AfricanAfrican afairs under his nineteen-year-old Crown Prince João, and the 
fofollowing year, the monarch declared a crown monopoly over this com-
merce—administered through a ne ly created Casa da Guiné.

aded C Wh ininva Castilla to support his niece 
merce—administered through a newly created Casa da Guiné. 

When, in 14751475, Afonso Afonso V ded astilla to suppor his niece 
Ju Po Juana’s claim to the Castilian throne, he also married her. The Por-
tuguese and uana’s supporters fared badly in the confl tuguese and Juana’s supporters fared badly in the conflict. Spanish 
gagalleons made for the Guinea coast and inflicted such heavy damage 
upon Gomes’s essels that he petitioned to be leased from his Afri upon Gomes’s vessels that he petitioned to be released from his Afri-
can contract.can contract.5 The Portuguese were forced to sue for the peace that was 
framed by the Treaty of Alcáçovas (1479 framed the eaty of Alcáço as 1479). Under its terms, Portugal 
re re recognized Castilian sovereignty over the Canary Islands (first discov-
ered by Portugal in 1336 ered ortug in 1336 and contested since then by the two Iberian 
po ers), hereas Castilla ecognized ortuguese laims to Madeira, powers), whereas Castilla recognized Portuguese claims to Madeira, 
the Azores and the Cape erde Islands and eed that the ortuguesethe Azores, and the Cape Verde Islands and agreed that the Portuguese 
had an e lusi e right to further exploration of the African coast.had an exclusive right to further exploration of the African coast.6 
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7. A. R. Disney describes João as a religious person with “a strong belief in the majesty of
kingship , a deep sense of responsibility to his subjects and a commitment to doing justice. . . .
Determined, hard-working and politically shr ewd, João brought a ne w stee l to royal go vern-
ment. Fernando and Isabe l of Spain with some what grudging admiration referred to him
simply as ‘the man’, and Machia velli allegedly used him as a mode l for the ar chetypa l Renais-
sance ruler portrayed in The Prince.” A. R. Disney , A Histor y of Portug al and the Portuguese
Empir e,  vols. (Cambridge: Cambridge Uni versity Press , 2011) 133 34.

8. Payne, A Histor y, 197; Parr , Ferdinand Magellan , 28
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IIn n 11481481 , , KKing ing AAffoonso nso ddied ied aand nd wwaas s ssucceeded ucceeded bbyy h hisis sson, on, JJooão ão IIII 
((11481481– –11496496) ). . TThhe e nnee ww mmonar onarcchh wwaas s rre eggaarrdded ed wwith ith ttrreepidation pidation bbyy tthe he 
nnobilityobility .. OOf f sstrtroongngeer r cchhararaacter cter tthan han hhis is ffatherather 77 aanndd aa vveetteerraann oobbsseerrvveerr 
ooff tthhee ppeerreennnniiaall ddiissppuutteess bbeettwweeeenn tthhee ttoowwnn ccoouunncciillss aanndd aabbuussiivvee 
nnoboblleses ,, hhe e iimmediatemmediatelly y cconon vveened ned PPaarrliament liament to to listen listen to to ggrierie vvancesances . .
WWhhiillee ccoonnfifirrmmiinngg hhiiss rreessppeecctt ffoorr tthhee nnoobbiilliittyy’’ss ttrraaddiittiioonnaall rriigghhttss,, hhee 
aannounced nnounced tthat hat tthey hey wweerr ee aalll l ssubject ubject tto o rreeconficonfi rrmmaattiioonn——aanndd oonnllyy 
aafter fter tthe he aaristocrristocraats’ ts’ pprroonouncement nouncement oof f uunequinequi vvoocaca ll lloo yyaallty ty tto o tthe he 
ccrr oowwn. n. WWhhile ile ttherher ee wwaas s ooutwutwaarr dd cconfonfoorrmmityity ,, aalmost lmost immediateimmediatelyly , ,
pplots lots wweerr ee hhatcatchhed ed tto o rreemomo vvee tthe he yyooung ung mmonaronar cchh, , lled ed bby y the the popo wwerer --
fful ul DDukuk ee oof f BBrr aaggaança, nça, wwith ith ssome ome eencourncour aaggeement ment ffrroom m tthe he CCatholic atholic 
kkingsings.. 

Mean Meanwwhhile, ile, inin 14821482,,  JJoão oão IIII completed completed ff orortification tification of of an an 
entrentrepôt epôt on on the the island island of of Sâo Sâo JJor orggee da da Mina Mina ooff  the the Guinean Guinean coastcoast 
and and esta estabblished lished aa corrcorresponding esponding Mina Mina House House in in Lisboa Lisboa to to administeradminister 
the the African African sla slavvee trtrade ade wwhile hile rretaining etaining the the cr croown wn monopoly monopoly on on iivvororyy 
and and gold. gold. He He aalso lso launclaunched hed rrene enewwed ed eexplorxplorations ations of of the the African African coastcoast 
with with the the eexprxpress ess intention intention of of fifinding nding aa sea sea rr oute oute to to India. India.88 In In eeffect, ect, hehe 
ececlipsed lipsed the the LaLagos gos CorCorporporation ation and and earearned ned the the enmity enmity of of the the KnigKnightshts 
of of Christ. Christ. TThey hey ggaavvee their their aallegiance llegiance to to the the king’s king’s ad advversaries ersaries,, thethe 
Br Braaggançasanças.. 

In In 14831483,,  the the king king learlearned ned of of their their plot plot and and arrarrested ested and and bebeheaded headed
the the Duk Dukee of of Br Braaggança, ança, causing causing tw twoo of of his his brbrothers others to to fleeflee to to the the courcourtt 
of of Castilla. Castilla. JJoão oão seized seized their their entir entiree patrimonypatrimony .. Almost Almost iimmediatemmediatelly y,, 
ther theree wwas as another another antir antirooyyaalist list conspirconspirac acyy,, this this time time planned planned bbyy thethe 
bishop bishop of of EvEvor oraa and and the the Duk Dukee of of VViseu, iseu, brbrother other of of JJoão’s oão’s queen,queen, 
LeonorLeonor. Accor. According to Disneyding to Disney,, 

VViseu iseu wwas as aa yyoung oung man man of of ggrreat eat ambition, ambition, bbut ut little little sense. sense. AA passipassivvee 
sympathizer sympathizer of of the the Br Braaggança ança conspirconspirac acyy,, he he had had been been duly duly cautioned;cautioned; 
bbut ut the the wwararning ning cclearlearly ly ffeel ll l on on deaf deaf ears ears.. VViseu iseu wwas as nnursing ursing se sevver eraall perper--

7. A. R. Disney describes João as a religious person with “a strong belief in the majesty of 
kingship, a deep sense of responsibility to his subjects and a commitment to doing justice. . . . 
Determined, hard-working and politically shrewd, João brought a new steel to royal govern-
ment. Fernando and Isabel of Spain with somewhat grudging admiration referred to him 
simply as ‘the man’, and Machiavelli allegedly used him as a model for the archetypal Renais-
sance ruler portrayed in The Prince.” A. R. Disney, A History of Portugal and the Portuguese 
Empire, 2 vols. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2011) 1:133–34. 

8. Payne, A History, 1:197; Parr, Ferdinand Magellan, 28. 



 

 

 
 

 

 

sona rie ances—suc as the king’s efusa to ant him the masterl g v h r l gr -
ship of Santiago hic oão had decided to eserv or his wn son,, w h J r e f o
Prince Afonso he conspirators’ plan as to assassinate both oão. T w J I
and Afonso then le ate iseu to the throne. Once he had become king,, e v V

iseu ould eca the Br ança xiles marr Castilian princess andV w r ll ag e , y a
eturn to the pro-seigneurial policies of Afonso V.9r

J V,
v c b e

seu’s followers were decimated, although the king was consider-
y more magnanimous to the duke’s younger b ther, the fifteen-

ar-old Manoel—second in line to inherit the throne behind Afonso.
l w a w r e

ColumbColumbus us and and PPorortugaltugal 
oão sought to lude oreigners from ortug l’s maritimeJ II exc all f P a
xplorations Ne ertheless suc an autarkica polic as impractical.e . v , h l y w

It an ainst the ain of the er xtended ortuguese monar y’sr ag gr ov e P ch
dependence upon oreign (German and Italian) backing andf l
the need or oreign xpertise. Nor did it preclude potentiaf f e l
oreign xplorers from le er ging the ortuguese and Castilian/Span-f e v a P

ish cr wns a ainst one anothero g .
he best-known of these as the Genoese navigator CristoforT w o

Colombo In 1481 he had commanded ortuguese esse carrying. , a P v l
materials to Guinea or construction of the São or da Mina orf J ge f -
tification and ther ained kno ledg of the winds and currentseby g w e

Columbus sought the suppor ofa , tcoast. In
King oão or transatlantic sear or esterly direct sea outeJ II f a ch f a w r
to the Orient. It as withheld, since the king’s advisers belie ed thatw v
the Italian had underestimated the Earth’s circumference. At the time,

aiting news of Diogo Cão’s (unsuccessful) attempt to Lisbon w aw
ound southern Africa (1482 1484). –r

ortuguese backing, in ColumbusAfter his failur to secur 1486e e P ,
journeyed to Córdoba, her Castilian Queen Isabella as holdingw e w
cour as she prepared her assault upon the Muslims of Granada.t l

9. Disney, A Histor y, 135
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sonal grievances—such as the king’s refusal to grant him the master-
ship of Santiago, which João had decided to reserve for his own son, 
Prince Afonso. The conspirators’ plan was to assassinate both João I II 
and Afonso, then elevate Viseu to the throne. Once he had become king, 
Viseu would recall the Bragança exiles, marry a Castilian princess and 
return to the pro-seigneurial policies of Afonso V .9 

In September 1484, an informed oão s seu summoned to his In September 1484 an informed João ummoned Viiseu to his 
pri ate hambers and sta bed the hapless duk to death. Most of private chambers and stabbed the hapless duke to death. Most of 
ViViseu’s followers were decimated, although the king was consider-
abl ro ably more magnanimous to the duke’s younger brother, the fifteen-
yeyear-old Manoel—second in line to inherit the throne behind Afonso. 
Manoe as llo ed to etain his patrimony and title as Duk of Manoel was allowed to retain his patrimony and title as Duke of 
Beja.Beja. 

João II sought to exclude all foreigners from Portugal’s maritime 
explorations. Nevertheless, such an autarkical policy was impractical. 
It ran against the grain of the overextended Portuguese monarchy’s 

financia dependence upon foreign (German and Italian) financial backing and 
scientifi c the need for foreign scientific expertise. Nor did it preclude potential 

foreign explorers from leveraging the Portuguese and Castilian/Span-
ish crowns against one another. 

long the African coast. In 1484 
King João II for a transatlantic search for a westerly direct sea route 
to the Orient. It was withheld, since the king’s advisers believed that 
the Italian had underestimated the Earth’s circumference. At the time, 
Lisbon was as awaiting news of Diogo Cão’s (unsuccessful) attempt to 
round southern Africa (1482–1484). 

The best-known of these was the Genoese navigator Cristoforo 
Colombo. In 1481, he had commanded a Portuguese vessel carrying 
materials to Guinea for construction of the São Jorge da Mina for-
tification and thereby gained knowledge of the winds and currents 
along the African 1484, Columbus sought the support of 

After his failur e to secur e Portuguese backing, in 1486, Columbus 
journeyed to Córdoba, where Castilian Queen Isabella was holding 

fina court as she prepared her final assault upon the Muslims of Granada. 

9. Disney, A History, 1:135. 
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ained audience in 1487 ut her advisersg a royal , b wHe e
skeptica of his calculations of the Earth’s circumference. Ne erthe-l v
less her influentia haplain, Bishop uan odríguez de onseca, ec-, l c J R F r
ommended that Columbus be gi en stipend, if only to eep himv a k
from renewing his o ertures to Portug l.v a

ere was another development that would p ve decisive. West
-r av

e in la e quantities th ugh the Guinean trade and were sold by
k a ve

-V F c T
h g , V

k w e . P
.J we aforded by this rivalry

g ave age, Jak
c W e ve r

wP e ab e a
1 He opened an ofce in

under the direction of his Sevilla manager, Cristóbal
o.

his particular Har family hile lik ly from the Riojan town ofT o , w e
that name, as unr lated to the early lords of Bizkaia. ather theyw e R ,

er proba ly Con ersos from the La Mota wish quarter in Harw e b v Je o.

10. Payne considers João II to be “shr ewd and farsighted” and “one of the ablest European
rulers of the centur y.” He had been made de facto ruler by the elderly Afonso V and negoti-
ated the Treaty of Alcáço vas in 1479, wher eby Castilla recognized Portug al’s monopoly on the
African coastal trade and exploration. P ayne, A Histor y, 197

11. The king invited Fug ger to a meeting at the residence of his persona l physician, Maese
Rodrigo , a Sephardic Jew. Se ver al geo graphers and carto graphers wer e in attendance, as well
as tw o Sephardic astrolo gers . The discussion regarded the repor t of tw o Portuguese monks
back from Jerusalem who claimed to have learned from some religious pilgrims of a sea route
around souther n Africa. In promising his suppor t for exploration, Fug ger was excited by the
prospect of discovering an alternati ve route to the Orient that might aford him direct access to 
its spice trade. Paul Gallez, Cristóba l de Haro: Banqueros y pimenteros en busca del estrecho
magallánico (Bahía Blanca: Instituto Patagónico , 1991), 22 23

12. By the late centur y, Sevilla had emer ged as the world’s most important concen-
tration of Jews , many of whom wer e influentia l persons eng aged in the professions . The city’s
Con verso wer e no w on a par with the Venetian, Florentine, and Genoese bankers
within European high finance. Ibid., 25

13. Ibid., 24. Haro, the lar gest town in the Rioja during the thirteenth centur y, had appr o
mately one thousand Jews at that time. When the Castilian king, Alfonso VIII (1158 1214), 
accorded Har o a fuer o, or municipa l charter , it gave the town’s Jews se ver al privileges for hav-
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equa ly 
skeptical of his calculations of the Earth’s circumference. Neverthe-
less, her influential chaplain, Bishop Juan Rodríguez de Fonseca, rec-
ommended that Columbus be given a stipend, if only to keep him 
from renewing his overtures to Portugal. 

gained a royal audience in 1487, but her advisers wer quallly He ere e

Th ro There was another development that would prove decisive. West 
African malaguetta peppercorns (“g ains of paradise”) became ailAfrican malaguetta peppercorns (“grains of paradise”) became avail-
abl rg ro able in large quantities through the Guinean trade and were sold by 
the Mina House into the European mar et, de lopment that shookthe Mina House into the European market, a development that shook 
the enetian and lorentine spice mer hants to their core. he Hanthe Venetian and Florentine spice merchants to their core. The Han-
seatic League, throug the House of Fug er dominated the enetianseatic League, through the House of Fugger, dominated the Venetian 
trade, and their ey competitors er Medici bankers ortuguese trade, and their key competitors were Medici bankers. Portuguese 
King King João II welcomed lcomed the the opportunity opportunity aforded by this rivalry.10 oão II 10 

Indeed, in 1485 Fugger tr led to Lisboa to eng Indeed, in 1485, Jakob ob Fug er h lesmihimse f lf traveled to Lisboa to engage 
the monar h. hile there, he committed his xtensi esources to 

tuguese A as able to secure a 
near monopoly on the malaguetta trade. 1 
further ort Atlantic explorations and 
the monarch. While there, he committed his extensive resources to 
further Por uguese tlantic xplorations and was le to secur 
near monopoly on the malaguetta trade.11  He  opened  an  ofce in 
Lisboa in 1486 under the direction of his Sevilla12 12 manager, Cristóbal Lisboa in 1486 
de Harde Haro. 

This particular Haro family, while likely from the Riojan town of 
that name, was unrelated to the early lords of Bizkaia. Rather, they 
were probably Conversos from the La Mota Jewish quarter in Haro.1313 

10. Payne considers João II to be “shrewd and farsighted” and “one of the ablest European 
rulers of the century.” He had been made de facto ruler by the elderly Afonso V and negoti-
ated the Treaty of Alcáçovas in 1479, whereby Castilla recognized Portugal’s monopoly on the 
African coastal trade and exploration. Payne, A History, 1:197. 

11. The king invited Fugger to a meeting at the residence of his personal physician, Maese 
Rodrigo, a Sephardic Jew. Several geographers and cartographers were in attendance, as well 
as two Sephardic astrologers. The discussion regarded the report of two Portuguese monks 
back from Jerusalem who claimed to have learned from some religious pilgrims of a sea route 
around southern Africa. In promising his support for exploration, Fugger was excited by the 
prospect of discovering an alternative route to the Orient that might aford him direct access to 
its spice trade. Paul Gallez, Cristóbal de Haro: Banqueros y pimenteros en busca del estrecho 
magallánico (Bahía Blanca: Instituto Patagónico, 1991), 22–23. 

12. By the late fifteenth century, Sevilla had emerged as the world’s most important concen-fifteenth 
tration of Jews, many of whom were influential persons engaged in the professions. The city’s 
Converso financiers were now on a par with the Venetian, Florentine, and Genoese bankers financiers 
within European high finance. Ibid., 25. 

13. Ibid., 24. Haro, the largest town in the Rioja during the thirteenth century, had approxi-xi-
mately one thousand Jews at that time. When the Castilian king, Alfonso VIII (1158–1214), 
accorded Haro a fuero, or municipal charter, it gave the town’s Jews several privileges for hav-
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It seems that Cristóba and Diego de Har er sons of uan Alonsol o w e J
de Baer and that they came under the protection of the po erfula w
consta le de Har ho shielded them during b o, w a y
anti-Con erso pur e. hey esettled near Burgos their benefactor’sv g T r ,
esidence, and assumed his surname out of atitude.r gr

Cristóba de Har carried out ob Fug er’s mandate to sponsorl o Jak g
continuing ortuguese initiati es in sear of sea oute to the Ori-P v ch a r
ent. After suc probes into the unknown, ortug l’s Atlantic xplorh P a e -
ers could then put in at Guinea on the home to ta on the cargoway ke
that mor than compensated the House of Fug er or its ad ancese g f v .

he xpedition as the of Bartolomeu Dias ho leftT e w voyage , w
untills in ugust 1487Lisboa with two ave A , vo r nwing not to car

he disco ered the souther African cape and the sea oute to India.v n r
Among the cr as Bartolomeo Colombo Christopher Columbus’sew w ,
brother.

In December 1488 hile Christopher Columbus as ain in , w w ag
Lisbon aiting audience to ene his petition, Bartolomeuaw a royal r w
Dias eturned to ortug after successfully circumnavigating ther P al
Cape of Good Hope. ith this success ortug had esta lished theW , P al b
possibility (albeit not as et the eality) of sea link between Europey r a
and the Orient. Once ain Columbus as passed er Ne erthelessag w ov . v ,
in Lisboa, he and his brother continued their study of orld mapsw ,
both ancient and modern, further informing and ring their imagina-fi
tions egarding the possibility of esterly transatlantic sea oute tor a w r
India.

wice ejected in Lisbon, Columbus ultimately ound his T r f
tress in Queen Isabella of Castilla. Ho could she not be ta en withw k
the vision of transatlantic xploration? She as after ll, the e w , a gr

ing assisted him in his war against Na varra. Consequently , the Jews of Haro did not sufer the
pogrom of 1391, but their numbers declined drastically as a result of persecutions during the

centur y. When Haro’s Jewish community was censused in 1492 as a par t of the expul-
sion of uncon verted Sephardim, it included forty-eight taxpa yers in possession of ve
houses , all in La Mota. “J ewish Virtua l World: Har o, Spain,” Jewish Virtua l Librar y, http://
www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/judaica/ejud_0002 0008 08437.html.

14. Parr , Ferdinand Magellan , 172
15. Ibid., 34

It seems that Cristóbal and Diego de Haro were sons of Juan Alonso 
de Baera and that they came under the protection of the powerful 

mid-fifteenth-centurconstable de Haro, who shielded them during a mid-fifteenth-century 
anti-Converso purge. They resettled near Burgos, their benefactor’s 
residence, and assumed his surname out of gratitude.1414 

Cristóbal de Haro carried out Jakob Fugger’s mandate to sponsor 
continuing Portuguese initiatives in search of a sea route to the Ori-
ent. After such probes into the unknown, Portugal’s Atlantic explor-
ers could then put in at Guinea on the way home to take on the cargo 
that more than compensated the House of Fugger for its advances. 

first The first expedition was the voyage of Bartolomeu Dias, who left 
Lisboa with tw o avels in August 1487, vo return until car wing not to etur 
he discovered the southern African cape and the sea route to India. 
Among the crew was Bartolomeo Colombo, Christopher Columbus’s 
brother .15 15

In December 1488, while Christopher Columbus was again in 
Lisbon awaiting a royal audience to renew his petition, Bartolomeu 
Dias returned to Portugal after successfully circumnavigating the 
Cape of Good Hope. With this success, Portugal had established the 
possibility (albeit not as yet the reality) of a sea link between Europe 
and the Orient. Once again Columbus was passed over. Nevertheless, 
in Lisboa, he and his brother continued their study of world maps, 
both ancient and modern, further informing and firing their imagina-
tions regarding the possibility of a westerly transatlantic sea route to 
India. 

benefac-Twice rejected in Lisbon, Columbus ultimately found his benefac-
tress in Queen Isabella of Castilla. How could she not be taken with 

eat-the vision of transatlantic exploration? She was, after all, the great-

ing assisted him in his war against Navarra. Consequently, the Jews of Haro did not sufer the 
pogrom of 1391, but their numbers declined drastically as a result of persecutions during the 
fifteenth century fifteenth . When Haro’s Jewish community was censused in 1492 as a part of the expul-
sion of unconverted Sephardim, it included forty-eight taxpayers in possession of fifty-fi ve fifty-fi 
houses, all in La Mota. “Jewish Virtual World: Haro, Spain,” Jewish Virtual Library, http:// 
www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/judaica/ejud_0002_0008_0_08437.html. 

14. Parr, Ferdinand Magellan, 172. 
15. Ibid., 34. 

www.jewishvirtuallibrarwww.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/judaica/ejud_.org/jsource/judaica/ejud_00020002_0008
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niece of Prince Henr y, the Navigator . This time, in 1492, Bishop
Fonseca ur ged his monar ch to accept the proposal. Columbus also
had the backing of influentia l Con versos at court. Columbus’s y
of di fculty in securing royal sponsorship wer e not due exclusi vely to
skepticism of his estimates of the Earth’s circumference. Ther e were
also his incredible demands . He wanted to be accorded immediately
the rar e and prestigious title of “admir al” and then that of “vice-
roy” and hereditary v ht v . He
insisted upon a tenth of all the valua ble goods found, bought, sold,
or exported from them. He also reserved the right to in vest up to one-
eighth of the expenses of futur e expeditions with a commensurate
claim upon their returns . King Fernando was simply astounded at the
Genoese’s audacity.

TThe he Iberian Iberian CompetitionCompetition 

On his retur n to Europe from his voyage, Columbus’s landfa ll
wwaas s PPorortugtug aall, , wwher heree hehe wwas as iimmediate mmediatelly y usherushered ed befbeforor ee KingKing JJoão oão.. 
TThhe e monarmonarcchh wwaas s eextrxtremeemely ly courcourteous teous as as he he prpredicta edictabbly ly infinforormedmed 
Christopher Christopher that that the the lands lands he he had had disco discovverered ed mmust ust cercertainly tainly bebelong long toto 
PPorortug tugaall under under the the terterms ms of of its its eexisting xisting trtreaties eaties with with Castilla. Castilla. Colum-Colum-
bbuus s wwas as aalso lso rreceiecei vve edd bbyy Queen Queen IsaIsabebella, lla, daugdaughter hter of of the the Catholic Catholic 
Monar Monarcchs hs.. King King JJoão oão oofferered ed ColumbColumbus us horses horses ffor or his his jourjourney ney toto 
Spain, Spain, bbut ut the the admir admiraall prprefeferrerred ed to to go go bbyy sea. sea. TThen, hen, after after ColumbColumbusus 
depardeparted,ted, 

on March 13, King João interr ogated extensi vely the tw o Portuguese
who had been with Columbus and who had remained in their native
land. He decided immediately to send a under Francisco de Almeida
to search for the lands found by Columbus. One Por tuguese chronicler,
Rui de Piña, says that some courtiers of João sug gested that Columbus

16. Hug h Thomas , Ri ver s of Gold: The Rise of the Spanish Empir e, from Columbus to 
Magellan (New York: Random House, 2003), 34.

17. Some historians belie ve that Columbus himself had some deg ree of Jewish ancestry.
Gallez, Cristóbal de Har o, 34

18. William Thomas Walsh, Isabella of Spain: The Last Crusader (New York: Robert M. 
McBride, 1930), 338 39
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ears 
of difculty in securing royal sponsorship were not due exclusively to 
skepticism of his estimates of the Earth’s circumference. There were 
also his incredible demands. He wanted to be accorded immediately 
the rare and prestigious title of “admiral” and then that of “vice-
roy” and hereditary ggoovernor o any ands tthat he mig disco er ernor off any llands hat he might discover. He 
insisted upon a tenth of all the valuable goods found, bought, sold, 
or exported from them. He also reserved the right to invest up to one-
eighth of the expenses of future expeditions with a commensurate 
claim upon their returns. King Fernando was simply astounded at the 
Genoese’s audacity.118 8 

niece of Prince Henry, the Navigator.116 6 This time, in 1492, Bishop 
Fonseca urged his monarch to accept the proposal. Columbus also 
had the backing of influential Conversos at court.1177 Columbus’s years 

first On his return to Europe from his first voyage, Columbus’s landfall 

fleet 
to search for the lands found by Columbus. One Portuguese chronicler, 
Rui de Piña, says that some courtiers of João suggested that Columbus 

on March 13, King João interrogated extensively the two Portuguese 
who had been with Columbus and who had remained in their native 
land. He decided immediately to send a fleet under Francisco de Almeida 

16. Hugh Thomas, Rivers of Gold: The Rise of the Spanish Empire, from Columbus to 
Magellan (New York: Random House, 2003), 34. 

17. Some historians believe that Columbus himself had some degre e of Jewish ancestry. 
Gallez, Cristóbal de Haro, 34. 

18. William Thomas Walsh, Isabella of Spain: The Last Crusader (New York: Robert M. 
McBride, 1930), 338–39. 

https://audacity.18
https://court.17
https://court.17
https://Navigator.16


 

 

 

  

37

should be urdered on his to Spain so that they could ta ad m way ke v
ta e of the success of the expedition.g

In Bishop onseca as placed in har of or anizing, F w c ge g
Columbus’s second e. Critics at the time er said to havoyag w e ve
commented that “or anizing is mor the usiness of Bizkaians g e b
than of bishops.” uan Indeed, Basque,F a J
de Arbolancha, to assemble six essels in the Bizkaian por of Berv t -
meo Ho er hen they put in at Cadiz, they er di erted. wev , w w e v by royal
order to transpor the defeated Muslim king of Granada and his t f
lo ers to North Africa. hus the “Basque ne er ealized itsw T , v r
intended Ne orld mission. his lso meant that Basques ould bew W T a w
underrepresented in the list of the ppr ximately tw lv hundred mena o e e

e. only ew voyag T eho participated in Columbus’s second w
twenty-tw Basques in ll, including edr de Arana. (Another ofo a P o
the admir l’s “r lati es”?) Upon eaching the Ne orld, Columbusa e v r w W
disco ered that his colony had been wiped out to the last man—v
including Diego de Arana. Not surprisingly some Basque mariners,
accompanied Columbus in eac of his thr es after the initiah ee voyag l
one to the New World. 2

-a voyag w e
ve e . F w w
v y. P c r

l v y
c r ya . T a eforts would

so meet with insurrection in the N World by both his ostensi e
a . w re v

w W k
w e eforts to find the westerly trade

ute to the Orient successful. ther, he managed to map only a

19. Thomas , Rivers of Gold, 101
20. Bartolomé de las Casas, Historia de las Indias,  vols. (Mexico City: Fondo de Cultura

Económica, 1951), 300.
21. José Manue l Azcona Pastor , Possible Paradises: Basque Emigration in Latin America

(Reno: Uni versity of  Nevada Press , 2004), 476
22. Carlos Cla vería Arza, Los vascos en el mar (Pamplona: Editoria l Aramburu, 1966),

125 27.
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an-should be murdered on his way to Spain so that they could take advan-
19 ta ge of the success of the expedition.19 

In 14931493, Bishop Fonseca was placed in charge of organizing 
Columbus’s second voyage. Critics at the time were said to have 

onseca commissioned 
de Arbolancha, to assemble six vessels in the Bizkaian port of Ber-
meo. However, when they put in at Cadiz, they were diverted by royal 

fleets commented that “organizing fleets is more the business of Bizkaians 
than of bishops.”20 20 Indeed, Fonseca commissioned a Basque, Juan 

ol-order to transport the defeated Muslim king of Granada and his fol-
fleet” lowers to North Africa. Thus, the “Basque fleet” never realized its 

intended New World mission. This also meant that Basques would be 
underrepresented in the list of the approximately twelve hundred men 

e.21 21 ho participated in Columbus’s second her wer 
twenty-two Basques in all, including Pedro de Arana. (Another of 
the admiral’s “relatives”?) Upon reaching the New World, Columbus 

w voyag There ere only 

first discovered that his first colony had been wiped out to the last man— 
including Diego de Arana. Not surprisingly, some Basque mariners 
accompanied Columbus in each of his three voyages after the initial 
one to the New World. 2 22

On balance, none of the admir l’s subsequent es er posOn balance, none of the admiral’s subsequent voyages were pos-
iti xperiences In onseca, he no had an envious and po erful itive experiences. In Fonseca, he now had an envious and powerful 
adadversary His interviews with the ortuguese monar hs en oute to ersar . His interviews with the Portuguese monarchs en route to 
Spain after his initia disco er had aroused some doubts in CastilianSpain after his initial discovery had aroused some doubts in Castilian 
cir les egarding Columbus’s lo lties he admir l’s circles regarding Columbus’s loyalties. The admiral’s eforts would 
al ew bl also meet with insurrection in the New World by both his ostensible 
Indian llies and some of his colonists At one point, he as lie ed Indian allies and some of his colonists. At one point, he was relieved 
of his Ne orld command and possessions and ordered bac of his New World command and possessions and ordered back to to 
Spain to face trial. Nor er his Spain to face trial. Nor were his eforts to find the westerly trade 
ro Ra route to the Orient successful. Rather, he managed to map only a 

19. Thomas, Rivers of Gold, 101. 
20. Bartolomé de las Casas, Historia de las Indias, 3 vols. (Mexico City: Fondo de Cultura 

Económica, 1951), 1:300. 
21. José Manuel Azcona Pastor, Possible Paradises: Basque Emigration in Latin America 

(Reno: University of Ne vada Press, 2004), 476. 
22. Carlos Clavería Arza, Los vascos en el mar (Pamplona: Editorial Aramburu, 1966), 

125–27. 
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23. 23. One One JJuan uan de de la la Cosa Cosa made made the the fifirst rst ma mapp of of the the wwororld ld (or (or mamappa ppa mmundi) undi) in in 15001500  after after 
rretureturning ning frfrom om ColumbColumbus’s us’s second second vvooyyaagge. e. TTher heree is is contr controovversy ersy oovver er wwhether hether he he wwas as BasqueBasque 
(in (in wwhic hichh case, case, his his name name ma mayy ha havvee been been La Lakkotza) otza) or or aa nati nativvee of of frfrom om Santoña, Santoña, Santander—inSantander—in 
any any eevvent, ent, located located aa ffeeww miles miles wwest est of of Bilbao Bilbao and and quite quite influenced influenced bbyy it. it. TTher heree wwas as aa JJuan uan dede 
la la Cosa Cosa on on ColumbColumbus’s us’s first first vvooyyaagge, e, bbut ut aaggain, ain, it it is is not not entir entireely ly cercertain tain that that he he wwas as this this samesame 
man. man. See See Antonio Antonio BaBallesterllesteros os BerBeretta, etta, El El cántacántabr broo JJuan uan dede la la CosaCosa yy el el descubrimiento descubrimiento de de 
AméricaAmérica (Santander (Santander:: Diputación Diputación RRegiona egionall de de CantaCantabria, bria, 19871987) ) and and JJon on Bilbao Bilbao VVascos ascos en en CubaCuba 
(14921492–15111511) (Buenos (Buenos AirAires: es: Editoria Editoriall Ekin,Ekin,19581958), ), 4949– 5454..  Hug Hughh TThomas homas trtreats eats him him as as being being 
frfrom om Santoña Santoña and and as as the the singsingle le indiindividua viduall wwho ho parparticipated ticipated in in the the tw twoo vvooyyaagges es of of ColumbColumbusus 
and that of and that of  Ojeda. TOjeda. Thomas homas,, RiRivverers of s of GoldGold,, 188188.  

24. 24. TThomas homas,, RiRivverers of s of GoldGold,, 191191.  
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rree llaattiivv eellyy ssmmaallll ssttrreettcchh ooff wwhhaatt wwoouulldd pprroovvee ttoo bbee aa ffoorrmmiiddaabbllee ccoonn--
ttinenta inental l barrierbarrier.. 

Despite Despite ColumbColumbus’s us’s prpretensions etensions to to hold hold aa monopoly monopoly on on NeNeww 
WWororld ld eexplorxploration, ation, others others rrecei eceivved ed authorization authorization to to eexplor xploree parpartsts 
of of it. it. At At the the beginning beginning of of Ma Mayy 14991499,,   PPerer aallonso onso Niño Niño depardepar tted ed Spain Spain 
with with perpermission mission to to pear pearll aalong long the the nornorther thernn South South American American coast.coast. 
HeHe hhadad cacaptainedptained tthe he Santa Santa María María in in ColumbColumbus’s us’s fifirst rst vvooyyaaggee andand 
had had parparticipated ticipated in in the the second second and and thirthird—he d—he kne kneww the the ararea ea wweell. ll. HisHis 
eexpedition wxpedition was both shoras both short and et and extrxtremeemely prly profita ofitabble.le. 

TThat hat same same yyear ear,, Alonso Alonso de de Hojeda, Hojeda, aa man man wwho ho had had been been onon 
ColumbColumbus’s us’s second second vvooyyaaggee and and wwho ho wwas as aa prprotégé otégé of of Bishop Bishop FFonseca,onseca, 
wwas as authorized authorized to to eexplor xploree the the coast coast of of wwhat hat wwould ould become become prpresent-esent-
dadayy VVenezueenezue lla. a. HeHe depardepar tted ed Spain Spain onon MaMa yy 1818,,  14991499,,  accompanied accompanied bbyy 
the the ItaItalian lian nanavigvigator ator Amerigo Amerigo VVespucci espucci and and the the carcarto toggrraapher pher JJuan uan dede 
lala Cosa.Cosa. 2323 Amerigo Amerigo,, of of course, course, leant leant his his name name to to the the continent continent andand 
wwas as said said to to ha havvee cacalled lled the the ararea ea VVenezueenezuela, la, or or “Little “Little VVenice,” enice,” afterafter 
seeing seeing aa villa villaggee of of Indians Indians wwho ho had had bbuilt uilt their their ddwweellings llings on on stiltsstilts oovveer r 
wwater ater.. WWhen hen the the eexpedition xpedition arri arrivved ed at at Hispaniola, Hispaniola, ther theree wwas as violence,violence, 
incincluding luding some some fatafatalities lities,, wwhen hen ColumbColumbus’s us’s supporsupporters ters objected objected toto 
Ojeda’s usurOjeda’s usurpation of pation of  their leader’s etheir leader’s e xxcclusi lusivve ee explorxploration rigation rightshts.. 

InIn 15001500, , RRodrigo odrigo de de Bastidas Bastidas,, bac backked ed bbyy nineteen nineteen SeSevillan villan in invves-es-
tors tors,, left left ffor or nornorther thernn South South America America with with tw twoo carcaraavveellss.. AccorAccording ding toto 
Hug Hughh TThomas homas,, “Ha“Half lf of of his his sailors sailors wwer eree SeSevillanos villanos,, hahalf lf BasquesBasques.”.”224 4 

JJuan uan de de la la Cosa Cosa wwas as aalong, long, as as wwas as VVasco asco Nuñez Nuñez de de BaBalboa—the lboa—the manman 
destined destined to to be be the the first first EurEuropean opean to to spy spy the the easter easternn PPacifi acific c Ocean. Ocean. TThishis 
eexpedition xpedition accumaccumulated ulated some some gold gold and and emer emeraalds lds and and wwas as prproba obabblyly 
the the fifirst rst to to rreac eachh PPanama. anama. Bastidas Bastidas wwas as shipshipwrwrec eckked ed on on HispaniolaHispaniola 
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and endured a trying tr ek to its European settlement. He lost most of
his treasure along the w ay, but arri ved back in Spain with some of  it. 

After returning to Spain from his expedition, Ojeda imme-
diately recei ved permission for a second one. This time, he partnered
with in vestors , including tw o Andalusian mer chants—Juan de Ver-
g a and García de Campos . Their four vessels left in early January
of , a few e Columbus’s f th voyage. T e
dition founded a settlement on the Guajir a Peninsula in present-day
Colombia, the European settlement on the American mainland.
Ho wever , ther e wer e immediate hostilities with the nati ves , and after
thre ee months , Ver gar a and Campos detained Ojeda and abandoned
the settlement. Ojeda was imprisoned on Hispaniola between 1502
and 1504, until Bishop Fonseca secured his r elease. 

Within the infrastructur e that Columbus esta blished in the Carib-
bean, ther e wer e some key Basque participants . Se ver al wer e in the
ranks of the European insurrectionists . One of them from the sec-
ond voyage, Fernando Gue vara, fell out of fa vor with the rebe l leader,
Francisco de Roldán, over an Indian woman and was incarcerated. By
then, Columbus had negotiated a fr agile peace with Roldán, so when
Gue vara’s Basque compatriot, Adrián de Mujica, came to his aid, he
was arrested and e xecuted by Columbus .

Francisco de Another b on the voyage w
Garay. In 1497, he and an Ar agonese partner , Migue l Díaz de Aux,
wer e char ged by Hispaniola’s go vernor , Columbus’s brother Bar-
tolomeo , with building the colony’s city—Santo Domingo . They
disco vered an enormous gold nug get that made them the tw o richest
men on the island. Francisco’s luxurious residence in Santo Domingo
was the city’s to be constructed of stone. Gar ay was later made
the go vernor of Jamaica, wher e he founded settlements and an exten-
si ve li vestock industr y.

25. Some sources refer to him as a Gipuzkoan mer chant. In any event, he was of Basque
descent.

26. Laurence Ber green, Columbus: The Four V oyages (New York: Viking, 2011), 263 66
27. Thomas , Rivers of Gold, 176, 206, 266. Gar ay became an extremely wealthy pig raiser ,

at one time requiring the services of five thousand Indians for their care. Donald. E. Chipman,
Nuno de Guzman and the Pr ovince of Panuco in New Spain 1518 1533 (Glendale: Arthur H.
Clark, 1967), 46 47
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first 
diately received permission for a second one. This time, he partnered 
with investors, including two Andalusian merchants—Juan de Ver-
gaarra2255 and García de Campos. Their four vessels left in early January 
of 11502502, a few months before Columbus’s fourth voyage. The expe-

and endured a trying trek to its European settlement. He lost most of 
his treasure along the way, but arrived back in Spain with some of it. 

After returning to Spain from his first expedition, Ojeda imme-

first 
However, there were immediate hostilities with the natives, and after 
thr e months, Vergara and Campos detained Ojeda and abandoned 
the settlement. Ojeda was imprisoned on Hispaniola between 1502 
and 1504, until Bishop Fonseca secured his release. 

months befor our he xpe-
dition founded a settlement on the Guajira Peninsula in present-day 
Colombia, the first European settlement on the American mainland. 

Within the infrastructure that Columbus established in the Carib-
bean, there were some key Basque participants. Several were in the 
ranks of the European insurrectionists. One of them from the sec-
ond voyage, Fernando Guevara, fell out of favor with the rebel leader, 
Francisco de Roldán, over an Indian woman and was incarcerated. By 
then, Columbus had negotiated a fragile peace with Roldán, so when 
Guevara’s Basque compatriot, Adrián de Mujica, came to his aid, he 
was arrested and executed by Columbus.2266 

first 
discovered an enormous gold nugget that made them the two richest 
men on the island. Francisco’s luxurious residence in Santo Domingo 
was the city’s first to be constructed of stone. Garay was later made first 
the governor of Jamaica, where he founded settlements and an exten-
sive livestock industry.227 7 

e Basque on the second voyage wa 
Garay. In 1497, he and an Aragonese partner, Miguel Díaz de Aux, 
were charged by Hispaniola’s first governor, Columbus’s brother Bar-first 
tolomeo, with building the colony’s first city—Santo Domingo. They 

Another nnotaotablle Basque second as s Francisco de 

25. Some sources refer to him as a Gipuzkoan merchant. In any event, he was of Basque 
descent. 

26. Laurence Bergreen, Columbus: The Four Voyages (New York: Viking, 2011), 263–66. 
27. Thomas, Rivers of Gold, 176, 206, 266. Garay became an extremely wealthy pig raiser, 

at one time requiring the services of five thousand Indians for their care. Donald. E. Chipman, 
Nuno de Guzman and the Province of Panuco in New Spain 1518–1533 (Glendale: Arthur H. 
Clark, 1967), 46–47. 
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Also Also of of interinterest est wwas as the the aaborborti tivvee attempt attempt to to ffound ound aa BizkaianBizkaian 
colony in the Caribcolony in the Caribbean:bean: 

the the plan plan [w[was] as] esta estabblished lished bbyy the the Bizkaian Bizkaian Luis Luis de de Arria Arriaggaa inin 15011501  andand 
aappr pproovved ed bbyy Queen Queen IsaIsabebella lla to to populate populate Hispaniola Hispaniola with with twtwoo hundrhundreded 
families families frfrom om Bizkaia. Bizkaia. TThe he colonists’ colonists’ mission mission wwas as to to ffound ound ffour our settle-settle-
ments ments of of fififty fty members members eaceach. h. In In eexxcchang hangee they they wwould ould rrecei eceivvee aa haciendahacienda 
on on the the condition condition that that they they rremain emain in in their their rrespecti espectivvee settlements settlements fforor fifivvee 
yyears ears and and pa payy their their taxtaxes es to to the the Cr Croown. wn. Althoug Althoughh the the plan plan wwas as ne nevverer 
carried carried out, out, it it wwas as undoubtedly undoubtedly the the first first lar largge-scae-scale le scscheme heme of of IberianIberian 
mig migrration to America.ation to America.2288 

In In liglight ht of of aallll this this actiactivity vity,, Spain Spain faced faced aa serious serious cchahalleng llengee in in bbuild-uild-
ing ing aa flfleet eet equa equall to to the the opporopportunities tunities aaffororded ded bbyy the the Ne Neww WWororld. ld. TThehe 
Catholic Monar Catholic Monarcchs turhs turned to Bishop Fned to Bishop Fonseca, and heonseca, and he 

wwas as hehelped lped in in this this bbyy CaCaptain ptain DioDiogo go BarBarbosa, bosa, aa PPorortuguese tuguese eexile xile withwith 
eexperience xperience in in maritime maritime administradministration. ation. DioDiogo go BarBarbosa bosa brbrougought ht in in nanavvaall 
ar arcchitects hitects and and shipshipwrigwrights hts frfrom om PPorortug tugaal, l, and and soon soon JJuan uan [F[Fonseca]onseca] wwaas s 
launclaunching hing sea seawwororth thyy car caraavveels ls.. He He aalso lso rrecruited ecruited arartillerists tillerists frfrom om GerGer--
many many to to teac teachh na navvaall gunner gunneryy to to his his cacaptains ptains,, and and persuaded persuaded JJeewishwish 
astrastronomers onomers and and ma mapp ma makkers ers to to come come frfrom om Lisbon, Lisbon, under under his his prprotec-otec-
tion, tion, to to impr improovvee the the ccharharts ts and and nautica nauticall instruments instruments ffor or his his nanavigvigatorsators.. 
He He openedopened aa rrooyyaall sscchool hool ofof nanavigvigation ation in in SeSeville ville under under the the dirdirection ection ofof 
his his FFlorlorentine entine friend, friend, Amerigo Amerigo VVespucci, espucci, with with authority authority to to eexamine xamine thethe 
quaqualifications of lifications of  aall pilotsll pilots, and to withhold or g , and to withhold or grrant licenses to them.ant licenses to them.229 9 

VVespucci espucci wwas as an an aaggent ent of of the the Medicis Medicis,, and and FFonseca onseca aawwararded ded themthem 
trtrade ade priprivilegvileges es.. It It wwould ould no noww be be common common ffor or some some of of the the vvesseessels ls inin 
Spanish commerSpanish commerciacial fleets to fly Medici bannersl fleets to fly Medici banners.. 

WWh hiillee CCoolluummbbuuss wwoouulldd ddiiee bbeelliieevviinngg tthhaatt hhee hhaadd ddiissccoovveerreedd 
llands ands ooff  tthhee ccooaasstt ooff CChhiinnaa,, tthheerree wwaass aa ggrroowwiinngg aawwaarreenneessss tthhaatt 
SSpain pain hhad ad tthus hus ffar ar eencounterncountereed d aa ““Ne Ne ww WWoor rlld,” d,” rraather ther tthan han aa ssea ea 
rroo uuttee ttoo tthhee OOrriieenntt.. PPeerraalloonnssoo NNiiññoo ssttaatteedd tthhaatt hhiiss eexxppeeddiittiioonn hhaadd 
ssailed ailed aallong ong tthe he ccoast oast o of f aa llittle-understood ittle-understood ccontinenta ontinenta ll mmainland. ainland. 

28. Azcona Pastor, Possible Paradises , 24.
29. Parr , Ferdinand Magellan , 189
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28. Azcona Pastor, Possible Paradises, 24. 
29. Parr, Ferdinand Magellan, 189. 
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expeditions mapped partsve and Portuguese
al , w

e b
a l a e f b

P .
age first to find either a

-n n ge h
.

Over time, Bishop onseca ould become the (corrupt) F w gray
nence behind the Spanish throne, the ey administrator of itsk vo

es of xploration and Ne orld initiati es and the richest manag e w W v ,
in the ealm. articularly insidious er his ur dealings with ther P w e m ky
Inquisition as the ar hdeacon of the diocese of Sevilla. hen orc W T
mada launched his anti-Semitic pur e, llies of the ws importunedg a Je
the Catholic Monar hs to soften the proceedings hey ppointedc . T a
the bishop of Sevilla as an ppeals judge. he bishop delegated thisa T
authority to onseca. Many frightened Con ersos sought him out,F v
and he xacted hig price or intervention (whic in any ent e a h f h ev
times pr ed ine ectua in the face of the Inquisitoria jug ernaut).ov f l l g
onseca as lso placed to assist Muslims seeking xit permitsF w a wel e .
arr notes that the bishop no doubt learned uc bout the xistingP m h a e

or anization and economics of the spice trade, not to mention theg
eo ph of souther Africa and the Middle and ar East, from hisg gra y n F

spoliation of beleaguered Con erso and Muslim mer hantsv c .
In 1503, c b R Casa de l

lsoRoyal aofContratación de Indias (The 
known as the Casa de Antillas (House of the Antilles), modeled on

ortug l’s Casa da India. onseca as ppointed its hief admin-P a F w a c
istrator and “prince president” of hat ould become the Supreme w w

.Council of the Indies Queen Isabella died in 1504 erand King, F
nand essentially turned the cr wn’s colonia airs er to onseca.o l af ov F
He accumulated ast ortune, uc of it in Ne orld propertiesa v f m h w W ,
plantations and sla es—no doubt using his ces to se fa ors In, v ab of ll v .

30. Hugo O’Donnell, España en el descubrimiento, conquista, y defensa del Mar del Sur
(Madrid: Mapre, Editorial, 1992), 30 38

31. Gallez, Cristóbal de Har o, 44 45, 54 76
32. Parr , Ferdinand Magellan , 186 87
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Spanish330  expeditions mapped parts AsAs s isuccessi uccess ve Spanish 0 and Portuguese31 31

of the South and Centr American coastlines it as becoming of the South and Central American coastlines, it was becoming 
increasingly vident that Columbus had ut scratched the surface ofincreasingly evident that Columbus had but scratched the surface of 

continuous continenta barrier that posed far mor ormida le a continuous continental barrier that posed a far more formidable 
obstacle than had Africa to the ortuguese earlier If Spain wished obstacle than had Africa to the Portuguese earlier. If Spain wished 
to eng in Asian maritime commerce, it had to engage in Asian maritime commerce, it had first to find either a 
souther or norther passa throug or around an immense Amerisouthern or northern passage through or around an immense Ameri-
can land masscan land mass. 

emi-Over time, Bishop Fonseca would become the (corrupt) gray emi-
nence behind the Spanish throne, the key administrator of its v yoy--
ages of exploration and New World initiatives, and the richest man 
in the realm. Particularly insidious were his murky dealings with the 

que-Inquisition as the archdeacon of the diocese of Sevilla. When Torque-
mada launched his anti-Semitic purge, allies of the Jews importuned 
the Catholic Monarchs to soften the proceedings. They appointed 
the bishop of Sevilla as an appeals judge. The bishop delegated this 
authority to Fonseca. Many frightened Conversos sought him out, 

often-and he exacted a high price for intervention (which in any event often-
times proved inefectual in the face of the Inquisitorial juggernaut). 

l Fonseca was also well placed to assist Muslims seeking exit permits. 
Parr notes that the bishop no doubt learned much about the existing 
organization and economics of the spice trade, not to mention the 
geography of southern Africa and the Middle and Far East, from his 
spoliation of beleaguered Con verso and Muslim mer hants c .32 32

Catholic Monar hs esta lished tthe eal Casa de 
Royal House ndies’ ommerce), also 

In 1503, tthehe Catholic Monarchs established he Rea 
Contratación de Indias (The House of IIndies’ C Commerce), 
known as the Casa de Antillas (House of the Antilles), modeled on 

first Portugal’s Casa da India. Fonseca was appointed its first chief admin-
istrator and “prince president” of what would become the Supreme 

. di-Council of the Indies Queen Isabella died in 1504, and King Ferdi-
nand essentially turned the crown’s colonial afairs over to Fonseca. 
He accumulated a vast fortune, much of it in New World properties, 
plantations, and slaves—no doubt abusing his ofces to sell favors. In 

30. Hugo O’Donnell, España en el descubrimiento, conquista, y defensa del Mar del Sur 
(Madrid: Mapre, Editorial, 1992), 30–38. 

31. Gallez, Cristóbal de Haro, 44–45, 54–76. 
32. Parr, Ferdinand Magellan, 186–87. 
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order to lunt hallenges to his authority onseca tended to ppointb c , F a
beneath him ea and inept administrators At the same time, hew k .
brooked no hallenges from independent xplorers hen Colum-c e . W

us pressed his demands the bishop became the arr ant Genoese’sb , og
implaca le oe—the admir ended up destitute and embittered afterb f al
serving prison sentence. hen, after disco ering the Ocean,a W v P

asco Nuñez de Balboa tried to set up an independent go ernment inV v
anama, Fonseca had him e ecuted as a traitor 3P x .

as not unlimited, howevT w and he as not , ww
without his detractors he and defender of the Indians Bartolomé. T gr ,
de las Casas denounced onseca or his corruption, na ed eed, and, F f k gr
tota indi erence to the eg egious uses inflicted upon Ne orldl f r ab w W
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order to blunt challenges to his authority, Fonseca tended to appoint 
beneath him weak and inept administrators. At the same time, he 
brooked no challenges from independent explorers. When Colum-
bus pressed his demands, the bishop became the arrogant Genoese’s 
implacable foe—the admiral ended up destitute and embittered after 

acifi c serving a prison sentence. When, after discovering the Pacific Ocean, 
Vasco Nuñez de Balboa tried to set up an independent government in 
Panama, Fonseca had him e xecuted as a traitor . 3 33

The bishop’s power as not unlimited, ho wever he bishop’s po er w er, and he was not 
without his detractors. The grand defender of the Indians, Bartolomé 
de las Casas, denounced Fonseca for his corruption, naked greed, and 
total indiference to the egregious abuses inflicted upon New World 
native populations. This prompted the protective religious orders 
charged with proselytizing the Indians to push back against Fonseca. 

More tellingly, perhaps, were the mixed results of the bishop’s 
afairs—particularly regarding royal machinations within Iberian egarding 

marital alliances and succession to the Spanish thrones. Arranged 
marriages were a critical component in statecraft, providing the 
cement for or international bonding—even en between potential rivals ls 
and enemies. Two of the daughters of Ferdinand and Isabella would 
marry King Manoel I of Portugal, and a third, Catherine of Aragón, 
married King Henry VIII of England and bore him the future Queen 
Mary I. 

criti-Fonseca was particularly instrumental in negotiating the criti-
cal unions of two of the Catholic Monarchs’ children—Spanish heir 
apparent Prince Juan of Asturias and his sister Juana to Archduch-
ess Margaret and her brother, Archduke Philip of Flanders—the of-
spring of the Holy Roman emperor, Maximilian. Fonseca made four 
trips in all as a Spanish royal emissary, and while in Northern Europe 
cemented close ties with the House of Fugger. After much intrigue 
and considerable historical vagary (including the premature death at 
age twenty-one of Prince Juan), Philip became king of Castilla, which 
made it likely that his son, Charles (King Ferdinand’s grandson), 
would one day become the monarch of Spain. Relations between 
son-in-law and father-in-law were strained. Philip had the backing 
of much of the Castilian aristocracy and powerful Cardinal Ximenes 

33. Ibid., 190. 
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de de CisnerCisneros—opposed os—opposed as as they they wwer eree to to FFererdinand, dinand, an an Ar Araagonese gonese “f“foror--
eignereigner,” ,” assuming assuming the the kingship kingship of of Castilla. Castilla. He He did did aallll that that he he could could toto 
isolate isolate his his wifwife, e, JJuana, uana, frfrom om her her father father,, and and his his son son CharCharles les frfrom om hishis 
ggrrandfather andfather,, as as wweell. ll. King King Philip Philip died died thr threeee months months after after ascendingascending 
the the Castilian Castilian thrthrone, one, quite quite possibpossibly ly hahaving ving beenbeen ororderdered ed poisonedpoisoned bbyy 
King FKing Fererdinand.dinand. 

CharCharlesles wwaas s bbuut t ssix ix aat t tthe he ttime ime ofof his his father’s father’s death death and and became became 
thethe wwar ardd inin FFlanderslanders ofof hishis aunt,aunt, ArArcchduchduchesshess MarMarggararet.et. Philip’sPhilip’s willwill 
aappointed ppointed WWilliam illiam du du Cr Crooyy,, the the Lor Lordd of of ChièChièvrvres es,, as as the the boboy’s y’s tutortutor.. 
FFonseca onseca had had the the complete complete confidence confidence of of both both Mar Marggararet et and and WWilliamilliam 
and and pr proovided vided them them with with inteintelliglligence ence rregegararding ding Spain, Spain, eevven en wwhile hile serv-serv-
ing ing as as the the trusted trusted aide aide of of King King FFererdinand. dinand. Gi Givven en that that FFererdinand’sdinand’s 
daugdaughter hter,, JJuana, uana, wwas as unbaunbalanced lanced (she (she is is knoknown wn to to histor historyy as as “J“Juanauana 
la la Loca” Loca” or or “Cr“Crazy azy JJuana”), uana”), the the survisurviving ving Catholic Catholic Monar Monarcchh servserveded 
as as his his ggrrandsonandson’s ’s rregegent ent in in Spain Spain until until the the bo boyy should should come come of of aagge.e. 
FFonseca onseca wwas as placed placed in in cchar harggee of of sequestering sequestering CharCharles’s les’s unbaunbalancedlanced 
mothermother, w, whichich he did fh he did for many yor many years therears thereaftereafter.. 

It It wwas as with with the the boboy’s y’s thir thirdd prpreceptor eceptor that that FFonseca onseca wwould ould encoun-encoun-
ter di ter diffcultyculty. Accor. According to Pding to Parrarr:: 

TThis his wwas as the the Dutc Dutchh priest priest Adrian Adrian DedeDedel, l, Dean Dean of of the the Uni Univversity ersity of of Lou-Lou-
vvain, ain, wwho ho had had taugtaught ht at at the the Uni Univversity ersity of of UtrUtrececht ht and and wwas as author author ofof aa 
book book on on philosophphilosophyy .. He He wwas as aa man man of of simple simple honesty honesty,, uncompruncompromisingomising 
in in his his hatrhatred ed of of laxity laxity in in the the ccler lerggyy .. HeHe therthereeffoor ree aallwwaayys s hehe lld d aalloof oof frfroomm 
Bishop Bishop FFonseca, onseca, rresisted esisted his his ad advvances ances,, and and mor moree than than once once rreebbukuked ed 
him him ffor or hhypocrisy ypocrisy .. YYears ears later later,, wwhhen en AdrianAdrian becamebecame PP ope, ope, he he interinter--
vvened ened to to rrescue escue the the victims victims of of JJuanuan’s ’s tyrtyranny anny and and caused caused his his politicapoliticall 
dodownfawnfall. ll. .. .. .. TThe he only only books books that that CharCharles les likliked ed wwer eree on on the the historhistoryy ofof 
go govverernment, nment, ffor or his his incinclination lination wwas as to towwarards ds statesmanship statesmanship.. TTherherefefororee 
Dean Dean Adrian Adrian emplo employyed ed his his friend, friend, the the ggrreat eat Dutc Dutchh scscholar holar ErErasmasmusus,, 
to to compose compose ffor or CharCharles les aa book book of of adadvice vice on on Christian Christian kingcrkingcraft. aft. TThis his 
migmightht bebe comparcompareded withwith MacMachiahiavveellli’s li’s contemporcontemporararyy handbook handbook TT he he 
PrincePrince,, wwhic hichh it it rresembesembled led only only in in ggener eneraall topic, topic, as as ErErasmasmus’s us’s adadvice vice 
wwaas quite dis quite differerent frent from that of om that of the wthe wororldly Ita ldly Italian.lian.334 4 

OnOn JJaannuuar aryy 11,, 15151515,,  fififteen-yfteen-y earear-old -old CharCharles les,, Ar Arcchduk hdukee ofof AAus-us-
tria, tria, became became the the ruler ruler of of the the Lo Loww Countries Countries.. His His ggrrandfather andfather,, FFererdi-di-
nand nand II, II, died died aa yyear ear later later.. By By then, then, the the Ar Araagonese gonese king king wwas as thorthorougoughlyhly 

34.34. Ibid.,Ibid., 201201, , 202202.  
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disa fected with both Charles and his aunt, Mar garet. Indeed, Fer-
dinand had contracted (quite tardily) marria ge with a Frenc h prin-
cess simply in order to produce a di ferent heir , but their son died in
childbirth. The king then resolved to ma ke Charles’s younger brother,
Ferdinand, his successor , but relented under the pleadings of Cardinal
Cisneros, whom he appointed as interim regent of  Castilla 

Thus began a period of extreme intrigue in the cir cle around
Charles . Fonseca had a foot firmly planted on both sides of the divide,
professing allegiance to Cardina l Cisneros while, at the same time,
retaining his close ties with Chièvres . The latter sa w his influence
over Charles coming to an end and resolved to enric h himself by any
means , an undertaking that suited Fonseca just Cardina l Cisne-
ros was both upright and patriotic, so Chièvres made certain that the
only news and recommendations that reached the young pretender
concerning Spain was authored by Fonseca. Cisneros had Charles
named king of Castilla and wanted him to come to Iberia immedi-
ately , but Chièvres did all that he could to dela y the event so that the
tw o intermediaries could siphon of as muc h wealth as possible dur-
ing the indeterminate state of  afairs .

In September of 1517, Charles lly landed in Asturias with a
lar ge force of mercenaries . The Spanish regent, Cardina l Cisneros , set
out to meet his young ruler and render an account of his ste wardship.
On the road, the pr elate died—with all of the symptoms of having
been poisoned. It would be the bishop of Burgos , Juan Fonseca, who 
knelt before monarc assured by Chièvres that it w to Fonseca 
that the young man o wed his cr own.

Fonseca thus became the virtua l ruler of Castilla and Ar agón—at
this junctur e in league with Chièvres , the ne wly appointed chancellor
of the rea lm. They embarked upon every imaginable form of
tion, particularly that of selling ofces and titles—many to absent
Flemish lords . The cler gy became thoroughly incensed when Chièvres
had his nephe w named bishop of Toledo , the wealthiest and most
influentia l of all Spanish dioceses . In the process , the ne w kleptocracy
so antagonized virtually ever y sector of Spanish society that Fonseca
brought bac k from Sicily a contingent of lo yal troops and then placed
his brother Antonio in command of  the entire army.

On Januar y 12, 1518, R emperor, Maximilian 
I, died. Charles was then encour aged to compete against England’s
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disafected with both Charles and his aunt, Margaret. Indeed, Fer-
dinand had contracted (quite tardily) marriage with a French prin-
cess simply in order to produce a diferent heir, but their son died in 
childbirth. The king then resolved to make Charles’s younger brother, 
Ferdinand, his successor, but relented under the pleadings of Cardinal 
Cisneros, whom he appointed as interim regent of Castilla 

fine. 
ros was both upright and patriotic, so Chièvres made certain that the 
only news and recommendations that reached the young pretender 
concerning Spain was authored by Fonseca. Cisneros had Charles 
named king of Castilla and wanted him to come to Iberia immedi-
ately, but Chièvres did all that he could to delay the event so that the 
two intermediaries could siphon of as much wealth as possible dur-
ing the indeterminate state of afairs. 

Thus began a period of extreme intrigue in the circle around 
Charles. Fonseca had a foot firmly planted on both sides of the divide, 
professing allegiance to Cardinal Cisneros while, at the same time, 
retaining his close ties with Chièvres. The latter saw his influence 
over Charles coming to an end and resolved to enrich himself by any 
means, an undertaking that suited Fonseca just fine. Cardinal Cisne-

fina 
large force of mercenaries. The Spanish regent, Cardinal Cisneros, set 
out to meet his young ruler and render an account of his stewardship. 
On the road, the prelate died—with all of the symptoms of having 
been poisoned. It would be the bishop of Burgos, Juan Fonseca, who 
knelt before the monarch, assured by Chièvres that it waas s to Fonseca the h, 
that the young man owed his crown. 

In September of 1517, Charles finally landed in Asturias with a 

Fonseca thus became the virtual ruler of Castilla and Aragón—at 
this juncture in league with Chièvres, the newly appointed chancellor 
of the realm. They embarked upon every imaginable form of corrup-corrup-
tion, particularly that of selling ofces and titles—many to absent 
Flemish lords. The clergy became thoroughly incensed when Chièvres 
had his nephew named bishop of Toledo, the wealthiest and most 
influential of all Spanish dioceses. In the process, the new kleptocracy 
so antagonized virtually every sector of Spanish society that Fonseca 
brought back from Sicily a contingent of loyal troops and then placed 
his brother Antonio in command of the entire army . 

the Holy oman 
I, died. Charles was then encouraged to compete against England’s 

On January 12, 1518, the Holy Roman emperor, Maximilian 
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Henr y VIII and France’s François I as his grandfather’s successor—
the selection to be determined by a corruptible group of electors.
Charles’s successful bid was by Jakob Fug ger from his vast
resources . The House of Fug ger would henceforth experience both the
joys and sorrows of being the emperor’s personal banker. There were
the obvious concessions and privileges accorded to an insider ; there
would also be the formida ble drain generated by Charles’s perennial
deficits and boundless ambition.

Gertrude von Schwarzenf eld subtitled her bio gra y of the 
F our purposes, this cacomple x emperor Father of Europe .

tures nicely Charles’s Eurocentric preoccupation, whic h assumed
both Machia vellian tempor al and Erasmusian spiritua l expressions .
Upon the accession of Charles to the imperia l throne, France was now
virtually surrounded by the Habsbur g Empire, and England faced a
mighty continenta l foe. Both would mount militar y challenges to
Habsbur g hegemony , including sponsorship of corsair assaults upon 
Spain’s maritime commerce after 1522. King François “declared that 
he would lik e to see the clause in the will of Adam that excluded
France from the division of  the world.”

T y , 1517, in whic h Charles set out for Spain, Mar -
tin Luther posted his theses on a chur ch door in Wittenber g. In 1521,
the youthful Charles signed the Edict of Worms , condemning Luther
and ther eby laying the foundations of the Protestant Reformation
and the ensuing Wars of Religion. One of their consequences was the
rebellion and rise of Protestant Holland, whic h would later mount its
own ascendant maritime threat to Catholic Spanish and Portuguese
na val and commercia l hegemony in the Atlantic . In Easter n Europe,
Charles also faced increasing danger from an expanding Ottoman
Empire and in the Mediterranean from North African pirates.

Thus , by the time the eighteen survi vors of Ma gellan’s expedi-
tion str aggled into the Andalusian por t of Sanlúcar de Barrameda in

fiSeptember of 1522, P w
to circumnavigate the globe, Emperor Charles V was already com-

35. Gertrude von Schwarzenf eld, Charles V: Father of Europe (Chicago: Henr y Regnery,
1957). 

36. Ibid., 36 45
37. Thomas , Rivers of Gold, 516
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financed 
resources. The House of Fugger would henceforth experience both the 
joys and sorrows of being the emperor’s personal banker. There were 
the obvious concessions and privileges accorded to an insider; there 
would also be the formidable drain generated by Charles’s perennial 
deficits and boundless ambition. 

Henry VIII and France’s François I as his grandfather’s successor— 
the selection to be determined by a corruptible group of electors. 
Charles’s successful bid was financed by Jakob Fugger from his vast 

complex emperor Father of Europe.35 or r our purposes, this capp-
tures nicely Charles’s Eurocentric preoccupation, which assumed 
both Machiavellian temporal and Erasmusian spiritual expressions.3366 

Upon the accession of Charles to the imperial throne, France was now 
virtually surrounded by the Habsburg Empire, and England faced a 
mighty continental foe. Both would mount military challenges to 
Habsburg hegemony, including sponsorship of corsair assaults upon 
Spain’s maritime commerce after 1522. King François “declared that 
he would like to see the clause in the will of Adam that excluded 
France from the division of the world.”3377 

Gertrude von Schwarzenfeld subtitled her biograpphhy of the 
35 Fo -

e same year, 1517, in which Charles first set out for Spain, Mar-
tin Luther posted his theses on a church door in Wittenberg. In 1521, 
the youthful Charles signed the Edict of Worms, condemning Luther 
and thereby laying the foundations of the Protestant Reformation 
and the ensuing Wars of Religion. One of their consequences was the 
rebellion and rise of Protestant Holland, which would later mount its 
own ascendant maritime threat to Catholic Spanish and Portuguese 
naval and commercial hegemony in the Atlantic. In Eastern Europe, 
Charles also faced increasing danger from an expanding Ottoman 
Empire and in the Mediterranean from North African pirates. 

Thhe same ear first 

having crossed he Pacifi c while becoming tthe rst 
to circumnavigate the globe, Emperor Charles V was already com-

Thus, by the time the eighteen survivors of Magellan’s expedi-
tion straggled into the Andalusian port of Sanlúcar de Barrameda in 
September of 1522, having crossed tthe acific hile becoming he first 

35. Gertrude von Schwarzenfeld, Charles V: Father of Europe (Chicago: Henry Regnery, 
1957). 

36. Ibid., 36–45. 
37. Thomas, Rivers of Gold, 516. 
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mitted to the struggle for political control of Europe, leadership of 
the Counter-Reformation, and defense of the Occident against the 

commit-Turks. Because Spain’s maritime capacity was increasingly commit-
ted to the political contest in Atlantic and Mediterranean waters, the 
priorities for whatever could be spared were protection of the vulner-

fleet able Indies fleet and maintenance of crown authority in the Ameri-
cas. While Magellan “discovered” the southern passage, its extreme 
southerly location added thousands of miles to the westerly sea route 
from Europe to the Orient, and the strait’s inclement climate and cur-
rents would prove daunting obstacles to any sort of reasonable mari-
time commerce. Consequently, possible maritime hegemony over the 

acifi cremote Pacific became of lesser concern, at least for the time being. 
acifi c Indeed, as we will see, the initiative for subsequent Spanish Pacific 
vice-exploration would become as much the initiative of New World vice-

roys as of Old World monarchs. 

There was enormous similarity and overlap in the two Iberian explor-
atory thrusts into the South Atlantic and beyond. While the competi-
tion between Portugal and Spain (and particularly Castilla) in this 
regard dates from the early fourteenth century, it certainly heated 

first up after Columbus’s landmark first voyage. Both monarchies were 
imbued with a sense of urgency, yet neither possessed the wherewithal 
to make exploration and maritime commerce a crown monopoly . Both 
therefore relied somewhat upon their own Conversos, but particularly 

financiers on foreign bankers—the rival Fuggers and Medicis. The financiers 
significant made significant loans to cash-strapped monarchs while also carving 

out privileged positions for their own merchant ships within many 
expeditions. 

Suc entrepreneurship xtended down to the le of the seamen Such entrepreneurship extended down to the level of the seamen 
wh Fe who crewed the vessels. Few were “shanghaied” or otherwise forcibly 
conscripted; ather they er ecruited with the promise of frac conscripted; rather, they were recruited with the promise of a frac-
tiona shar in any benefi tional share in any benefits. While both monarchies did their best to 
limit participation in the xpeditions to its wn nationals that as limit participation in the expeditions to its own nationals, that was 
cl al. ak clearly impractical Recruitment of persons willing to take a leap into 
the unknown as ne er easy particularly after many an xpedition the unknown was never easy, particularly after many an expedition 
limped bac to its home por having lost signifilimped back to its home port having lost a significant percentage of its 
ve way vessels and personnel along the way. The Genoese, in particular, pro-
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vvided ided vvision, ision, eexxper perttise, ise, aand nd ppersonne ersonne ll tto o bboth oth IIberian berian mmonar onar cchhies ies .. TThhe e 
pparartticipation icipation o of f ffoorreeigners igners iis s bbest est iillustrllustraated ted bbyy tthat hat o of f tthe he CColumbolumbu us s 
bbrroothers—at some point, they sailed under thers—at some point, they sailed under both both Iberian fl Iberian fl aaggss.. 

Another Another cclear lear soursource ce of of tension tension ffor or both both monar monarcchies hies wwas as the the perper--
sonasonality lity of of the the eexplorxplorer er himsehimself—with lf—with ColumbColumbus us setting setting the the tone.tone. 
Most Most pr proovved ed to to be be men men of of uncon unconvventiona entionall vision vision and and vvast ast personapersonall 
ambition. ambition. All All wwer eree potentia potentiall rreebebels ls and and rrenegenegades ades.. VVie iewwed ed frfrom om thethe 
perspectiperspectivvee ofof thethe IberianIberian rrooyyaall courcourtsts,, thertheree wwasas aallwwaaysys considerconsideraabblele 
ambi ambivvaalence lence rregegararding ding those those wwho ho planted planted the the countrcountry’s y’s flaflagg hahalflf aa 
wwoorrlld d aawwaayy .. As As wwee ha havvee seen seen and and will will see see furfurther ther,, the the vver eryy success success ofof 
an an eexplorxplorer er made made him him an an object object of of suspicion suspicion (and (and enenvy), vy), aa man man to to bebe 
rreined eined in in as as best best as as possibpossible le bbyy the the colonia coloniall bburureaucreaucrac acyy and and possibpossiblyly 
eevven en tried tried in in the the cour courtt system system ffor or aalleglleged ed aabbuses uses.. Gi Givven en the the eelementslements 
in in pla playy,, possibpossibly ly the the rremaremarka kabbly ly similar similar rresponses esponses bbyy the the tw twoo IberianIberian 
po powwers ers wwer eree ineinevita vitabble, le, bbut ut the the rresulting esulting administradministrati ativvee systems systems cercer--
tainly leant themsetainly leant themselvlves to corruption and the settling of es to corruption and the settling of  old scorold scoreses.. 

TTher heree wwas as one one seemingseemingly ly sma smallll di differerence ence in in the the administradministratiativvee 
philosophies philosophies of of King King Manoe Manoell and and Bishop Bishop FFonseca, onseca, the the ar arcchitects hitects ofof 
the the tw twoo rrespecti espectivvee Iberian Iberian colonia coloniall policies policies.. WWhile hile both both tried tried to to underunder--
mine mine their their underunderlings lings,, Manoe Manoell pr proovided vided fa favvorored ed trtreatment eatment to to thethe 
KnigKnights hts of of Christ. Christ. TThus hus,, wwhile hile aa mariner mariner in in his his service service theortheoreticaeticallylly 
ggained ained aa shar sharee in in an an eexpeditionxpedition’s ’s spoils spoils,, in in ororder der to to dispose dispose of of it it bacbackk 
in in PPorortug tugaal, l, he he rrequirequired ed aa license license that that wwas as often often the the object object of of eextorxtor--
tion tion bbyy some some bburureaucreaucrat at (or (or eevven en se sevver eraal) l) of of the the KnigKnights hts of of Christ.Christ. 
WWhile hile ther theree wwas as consider consideraabble le cupidity cupidity in in SeSevilla, villa, as as wweell, ll, Bishop Bishop FFon-on-
seca seca and and his his crcronies onies dardared ed not not squeeze squeeze their their seaman. seaman. In In Castilla, Castilla, thertheree 
wwas as aa long-standing long-standing trtradition adition that that commoners commoners had had rigrights hts that that neededneeded 
toto bebe rrespected. espected. AsAs aa consequence, consequence, ther theree wwas as aa flofloww of of disa disaffected ected 
mariners mariners frfrom om PPorortug tugaall to to Spain, Spain, rrather ather than than in in the the other other dirdirection—ection— 
aall of ll of  wwhichich heh helped Flped Fonseca’s a onseca’s aggenda wenda while underhile undermining Manoemining Manoel’sl’s.. 

TThat hat hahaving ving been been said, said, during during the the earearly ly decades decades of of the the sixteenthsixteenth 
centurcenturyy,, PPorortugtugaall hadhad thethe cclearlear upperupper hand.hand. FFrromom thethe timetime ofof Colum-Colum-
bbus’s us’s fifirst rst vvooyyaaggee until until Ma Maggeellanllan’s ’s penetrpenetration ation of of the the strstrait ait that that bearsbears 
his his name, name, Spanish Spanish eexplorxploration ation wwas as ccharharacterized acterized bbyy aa series series of of failedfailed 
attempts attempts to to disco discovver er the the Ne Neww WWororld’s ld’s souther southernn passa passagge. e. It It wwas as duringduring 
that that period period that that PPorortuguese tuguese successes successes in in both both Africa Africa and and Asia Asia eeffec-ec-
ti tivveely ly co-opted co-opted the the VVenetian enetian monopoly monopoly oovver er the the spice spice trtrade. ade. By By 15101510,,  
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Portug al had entered upon what would pr ove to be a three-decades-
long golden era of commerce with the Orient.

Stanley Payne lumps to gether the Spanish and Portuguese initia-
ti ves and then characterizes them as follows:

P al ov in fiT e
teenth centuries was one of the most important achie vements in world
histor y, an enterprise for whic h Hispanic people had been prepared by
their past and by the changes and opportunities attending the close of
the Middle Ages . The medie val herita ge of a militar y society , frequently
thinking in terms of divine warfar e and crusading, used to living on the
boundaries of Latin Christendom and ever pressing bac k those bound-
aries , pr ovided cultur al and psy chologica l training that was no doubt
indispensa ble for the role pla yed by the Hispanic peoples in the expan-
sion of e f glor y a major incenti ve
in the Reconquest since the eighth centur y, but fifteenth-centur y society
had become mor e self-conscious about suc h goals and had better infor-
mation about how to attain them.

. . . For centuries the expansion of the faith was inextrica bly inter-
twined with militar y glor y and economic profit. Because of this it is
idle to ask, as is frequently done, whether the Portuguese pioneers and
Castilian conquistadores wer e moti vated mor e by greed or by religious
zeal.

T , from the e w a peculiarly Iberian mode l of
European expansion, a patter n that informed the subsequent tw o and
one-half  centuries of Spanish exploration of  the vast Pacific.

38. Eventually , ho wever , Portug al undermined the value of its position by the Euro-
pean mar ket with spices . Also , muc h of the wealth from the trade was dissipated in Lisbon’s
conspicuous consumption, rather than rein vested in the requisite infrastructur e of empire.
By the mid-sixteenth centur y, Portug al’s thalassocrac y was withering and both its Muslim
opponents and the Venetians had reco vered their former trade with the Orient. Payne, A
tor y, 232

39. Ibid., 88
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Portugal had entered upon what would prove to be a three-decades-
long golden era of commerce with the Orient.338 8 

Stanley Payne lumps together the Spanish and Portuguese initia-
tives and then characterizes them as follows: 

e expansion o Spain and ortug erseas the teenth and six-
teenth centuries was one of the most important achievements in world 
history, an enterprise for which Hispanic people had been prepared by 
their past and by the changes and opportunities attending the close of 
the Middle Ages. The medieval heritage of a military society, frequently 
thinking in terms of divine warfare and crusading, used to living on the 
boundaries of Latin Christendom and ever pressing back those bound-
aries, provided cultural and psychological training that was no doubt 
indispensable for the role played by the Hispanic peoples in the expan-
sion of Europe. Desire for glory and riches had been a major incentive 

Thhe xpansion off Spain and Portug al overseas in the fiffteenth and six-

Europe. Desir or and riches had been 
in the Reconquest since the eighth century, but fifteenth-century society 
had become more self-conscious about such goals and had better infor-
mation about how to attain them. 

. . . For centuries the expansion of the faith was inextricably inter-
twined with military glory and economic profit. Because of this it is 
idle to ask, as is frequently done, whether the Portuguese pioneers and 
Castilian conquistadores were motivated more by greed or by religious 
zeal.3 399 

hus outset, ther as Thus, from the outset, there was a peculiarly Iberian model of 
European expansion, a pattern that informed the subsequent two and 
one-half centuries of Spanish exploration of the vast Pacific. 

38. Eventually, however, Portugal undermined the value of its position by flooding the Euro-flooding 
pean market with spices. Also, much of the wealth from the trade was dissipated in Lisbon’s 
conspicuous consumption, rather than reinvested in the requisite infrastructure of empire. 
By the mid-sixteenth century, Portugal’s thalassocracy was withering and both its Muslim 
opponents and the Venetians had recovered their former trade with the Orient. Payne, A His-His-
tory, 1:232. 

39. Ibid., 1:88. 



 

 

he famed ortuguese xplorer erdinand Ma llan (Fernão Ma T P e F ge ga
hães) himself as both precipitate and an incarnation of Iberian w a
histor ho came He Burgundian ancestor. w a wy
to Iberia as Christian crusader ainst the Moors and hoa ag w w

arded with an estate near Br in the Minho egion of northerrew aga r n
ortug l. Ma llan’s father uy as learly protégé of beleagueredP a ge , R , w c a

King oão he ortuguese king and queen er estranged, and eac J . T P w e h
cour etinue. Hers maintained persona anda l t r w by

b y movsta le and sedentar bout(The a.
the countr frequently with his wn security orce.) he queen’s coury o f T t
ecei ed pa es suc as the Minho contingent—Ruy Ma llan’s twr v g , h ge o

sons Diogo and ernão long with their cousins ancisco and oão, F , a , Fr J
Serrão.

Charles McK w Parr describes the curriculum as follows:e

par from the acquisition of courtly accomplishments the pa es erA t , g w e
equired to study map-making, the rudiments of astronomy and celes-r ,

tia navigation. In no other countr at this time er suc courses gi en.l y w e h v
he King himself sa to it that these subjects er taught T w w e by e

enced navigators and that the boys er thoroughly ounded in thew e gr
practica lements of maritime science, or he oresa the futur needl e f f w e
or w ll trained commandersf e .1

In King oão arranged the marria of the frail , J II ge fi
ear-old cr wn prince, Afonso to Isabella, the ldest daughter of they o , e

Catholic Monar hs Since the latter seemed unlik ly to producec . e a
male heir (and ne er did), the oung prince, had he survi ed, ouldv y v w

1. Charles McK ew Parr , Ferdinand Magellan, Circumnavigator (Ne w York: Thomas A. 
Cr owell, 1964), 44

3 

Ferdinand Magellan 

descended 
to Iberia as a Christian crusader against the Moors and who was as 
rewarded with an estate near Braga in the Minho region of northern 
Portugal. Magellan’s father, Ruy, was clearly a protégé of beleaguered 
King João. The Portuguese king and queen were estranged, and each 
maintained a personal court and retinue. Hers was far the most as by far the most 

b y ing had many enemies and sta le and sedentar . (The k many enemies ed about 
the country frequently with his own security force.) The queen’s court 
received pages, such as the Minho contingent—Ruy Magellan’s two 
sons, Diogo and Fernão, along with their cousins, Francisco and João 
Serrão. 

king had and moved 

The famed Portuguese explorer Ferdinand Magellan (Fernão Mag l-al-
hães) himself was both a precipitate and an incarnation of Iberian 
histor y . He awass descended frfrom om a Burgundian ancestor who came 

Charles McKew Parr describes the curriculum as follows: 

Apart from the acquisition of courtly accomplishments, the pages were 
required to study map-making, the rudiments of astronomy, and celes-
tial navigation. In no other country at this time were such courses given. 

xperi-The King himself saw to it that these subjects were taught by experi-
enced navigators and that the boys were thoroughly grounded in the 
practical elements of maritime science, for he foresaw the future need 
for well trained commanders.1 

1490 fteen-In 1490, King João II arranged the marriage of the frail fifteen-
year-old crown prince, Afonso, to Isabella, the eldest daughter of the 
Catholic Monarchs. Since the latter seemed unlikely to produce a 
male heir (and never did), the young prince, had he survived, would 

1. Charles McKew Parr, Ferdinand Magellan, Circumnavigator (New York: Thomas A. 
Crowell, 1964), 44. 
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ultimately ha ruled our Iberian kingdoms Ho er within that ve all f . wev ,
same ear Afonso died under mysterious circumstances hile wy , 2

bac riding—possibly assassinated the Br anças or en thek by ag ev by
Spaniards (The prince’s Castilian let and riding companion on the. va
da of his death disappeared.) he king then initiated campaigny T a
to le ate his fa orite, an illegitimate son, or e, as his successor Hee v v J g .
besto ed many titles upon the bow y.

In 1493 the king sent , J ’sge o
Ma llan brothers ormed natur lliance with the heir pparent,ge f a al a a

ho as ut ear ounger than the tw lve-year-old erdinand. Allw w b a y y e F
erw e under the tutelage of the queen’s brother, Duke Manoel de Br
ança, ho had spent most of his boyhood as efug in Spain andg w a r ee

had been educated at the Castilian court. He as ut eight ears olderw b y
than Diogo the ldest Ma llan brother or hate er eason—possi-, e ge . F w v r
bly an indiscretion by the Magellan boy, maybe incompatible
lities or out of simple politica antipathy—Duk Manoe took ana , l e l

immediate dislike to Ferdinand, and the f ling was mutual.ee 3

anderdinand had come to cour in 1492 as no doubt lectrified w eF t
by arri in ortug of Columbus en oute to Castilla on val P al r
his etur from his e. he Ma llans and their Serrão cous-r n voyag T ge
ins harbored dreams of going to sea. King oão intervie ed theall J w
Genoese (who belie ed that he had indeed disco ered esterly outev v a w r
to the Orient) and mana ed to dissimulate his xtreme disag e
ment and displeasur er the Spanish triumph—after ll, it had beene ov a
his wn ill-advised decision not to bac the xplorer he ortugueseo k e . T P
king immediately made plans to launc estwar xpedition, andh a w d e
tensions ose between ortug and Spain—outright arfar did notr P al w e
seem out of the question.

It as then that ope Alexander VI, Spaniard, intervened inw P a
order to pre thev

he ofIberian kingdoms In 1494 ordesi-To . ,tw Tr
llas hic divided the entir orld between Spain and ortug into, w h e w P al
distinct and utually lusi spheres of influence. he ponti asm exc ve T f w
ther arding the tw countries that had xpelled the Muslimseby rew o e
from European territor and that seemed poised to circumvent Ary ab

2. Ibid., 46
3. Ibid., 45 48
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horse-
back riding—possibly assassinated by the Braganças or even by the 
Spaniards. (The prince’s Castilian valet and riding companion on the 
day of his death disappeared.) The king then initiated a campaign 
to elevate his favorite, an illegitimate son, Jorge, as his successor. He 
bestowed many titles upon the boy. 

ultimately have ruled all four Iberian kingdoms. However, within that 
same year , Afonso died under mysterious circumstances 2 while horse-

orge to the qqueen’s court, and the two 
Magellan brothers formed a natural alliance with the heir apparent, 
who was but a year younger than the twelve-year-old Ferdinand. All 
were under the tutelage of the queen’s brother, Duke Manoel de a-Bra-
gança, who had spent most of his boyhood as a refugee in Spain and 
had been educated at the Castilian court. He was but eight years older 
than Diogo, the eldest Magellan brother. For whatever reason—possi-

In 1493, the king sent Jor to the ueen court, and the tw 

person-bly an indiscretion by the Magellan boy, maybe incompatible person-
alities, or out of simple political antipathy—Duke Manoel took an 
immediate dislike to Ferdinand, and the feeling was mutual.3 

1493 arrival in Portugal of Columbus en route to Castilla on 
Ferdinand had come to cour t in 1492 and was no doubt electrified 

by tthehe 1493
first his return from his first voyage. The Magellans and their Serrão cous-

ins all harbored dreams of going to sea. King João interviewed the 
Genoese (who believed that he had indeed discovered a westerly route 

ppoint-to the Orient) and managed to dissimulate his extreme disappoint-
ment and displeasure over the Spanish triumph—after all, it had been 
his own ill-advised decision not to back the explorer. The Portuguese 
king immediately made plans to launch a westward expedition, and 
tensions rose between Portugal and Spain—outright warfare did not 
seem out of the question. 

vent unbridled ompetition and/or hostility between the 
It was then that Pope Alexander VI, a Spaniard, intervened in 

order to pre ent unbridled ccompetition and/or hostility between 
o Iberian kingdoms . In 1494, he brokered ed the of Tordesi-tw broker the Treaty eaty 

llas, which divided the entire world between Spain and Portugal into 
distinct and mutually exclusive spheres of influence. The pontif was 
thereby rewarding the two countries that had expelled the Muslims 
from European territory and that seemed poised to circumvent Arab 

2. Ibid., 46. 
3. Ibid., 45–48. 
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and and Ottoman Ottoman contrcontrol ol of of the the midmiddle dle segment segment of of the the lucrlucrati ativvee MediterMediter--
rranean spice tranean spice trade, as w ade, as weell.ll. 

WWhhileile the the competition competition (and (and at at times times outrigoutright ht antaantagonism) gonism) 
betwbetween een Spain Spain and and PPorortug tugaall could could become become papalpa lpabble, le, they they aalso lso sharshareded 
commoncommon prprojectsojects aand nd ee vveen n aa common common identity identity..44 TThehe TTorordesillas desillas Line Line 
drdreeww thethe bboundar oundaryy at at 370370  lealeagues gues wwest est of of the the CaCape pe VV ererde de Islands Islands.. 
EvEventuaentually lly it it wwould ould pr proovide vide PPorortug tugaall contrcontrol ol oovver er BrBrazil, azil, the the wwesteresternn 
parparameter ameter of of its its araround-Africa ound-Africa rroute oute to to the the Orient, Orient, wwhile hile aallocatingllocating 
the the rremainder emainder of of the the (still (still unrunrecoecognized gnized as as sucsuch) h) American American islandsislands 
and and continents continents to to Spain. Spain. Gi Givven en that that the the cacapacity pacity to to cacalculate lculate longi-longi-
tude tude had had yyet et to to be be perfperfected, ected, just just wwher heree the the boundar boundaryy ffeellll in in Asia Asia wwasas 
unceruncertain. tain. Doubt Doubt rregegararding ding the the futur futuree status status of of the the Moluccas Moluccas,, thethe 
fa fabbled led “Spice “Spice IslandsIslands,” ,” wwas as su suffcient cient to to sustain sustain Spanish Spanish interinterest est in in thethe 
Columbian prColumbian project.oject. 

TThe he immediate immediate eeffect ect of of the the TTorordesillas desillas Line Line wwas as to to place place thethe 
PPacifi acific c ooff-limits -limits to to EurEuropean opean eexplorxploration. ation. TThe he PPorortuguese tuguese in in SouthSouth--
east east Asia Asia had had little little incenti incentivvee to to eexpand xpand their their actiactivity vity eastweastwar ardd intointo 
wwhat hat wwould ould sur sureely ly pr proovvee to to be be Spanish Spanish wwaters aters.. At At the the same same time,time, 
EurEurope’s ope’s other other sixteenth-centur sixteenth-centuryy maritime maritime po powwers—the ers—the FFrrencench, h, thethe 
EngEnglish, lish, and and eevventuaentually lly the the DutcDutch—wh—wer eree eeffecti ectivveely ly prprececluded luded frfromom 
PPacifi acific c eexplorxploration ation bbyy nomina nominall (a(albeit lbeit far far frfrom om imperimpermea meabble) le) PPorortutu--
guese guese contrcontrol ol of of the the African African circircumnacumnavigvigation ation rroute. oute. FFrrom om aa SpanishSpanish 
vieviewpoint, wpoint, the the sear searcchh ffor or the the souther southernn passa passaggee wwould ould pr proovvee to to be be bothboth 
di diffcult and prcult and protrotracted.acted. 

TTher heree wwas as the the other other possibility possibility,, namenamely ly,, that that of of fifinding nding aa nornorth-th-
er ernn passa passaggee thrthroug oughh ArArctic ctic wwaters aters.. It It had had the the attrattraction action of of pr proovidingviding 
the the shorshortest test possibpossible le rroute oute frfrom om EurEurope ope to to JJaapan pan and and China. China. Indeed,Indeed, 
after after the the intervie intervieww with with ColumbColumbus us,, King King JJoão oão sent sent out out eexpeditionsxpeditions 
to to eexplor xploree GrGreenland, eenland, NeNewfwfoundland, oundland, and and LaLabrbrador ador and and eevven en dis-dis-
patcpatched hed another another nornorth th to to the the ArArctic ctic and and then then eastweastwar ardd in in searsearcchh ofof 
aa possibpossiblele seasea rrooute ute toto CChina hina t thrhrooug ughh the the ArAr c ctic tic O Ocean. cean. ItIt wwaas s aallll toto 
no a no avvail.ail.55 

4. Indeed, when Alexander VI accorded Fernando of Aragón the title “King of Spain,” the
Portuguese protested that they wer e as muc h a par t of “Spain ” as wer e the Castilla and Ar agón
of the Catholic Monarchs . Stanley Payne, A Histor y of Spain and Portugal,  vols. (Madison: 
University of  Wisconsin Press , 1973), 243.

5. Paul Gallez, Cristóba l de Haro: Banqueros y pimenteros en busca del estrecho maga-
llánico (Bahía Blanca: Instituto Patagónico , 1991), 38

4. Indeed, when Alexander VI accorded Fernando of Aragón the title “King of Spain,” the 
Portuguese protested that they were as much a part of “Spain” as were the Castilla and Aragón 
of the Catholic Monarchs. Stanley Payne, A History of Spain and Portugal, 2 vols. (Madison: 
University of Wisconsin Press, 1973), 1:243. 

5. Paul Gallez, Cristóbal de Haro: Banqueros y pimenteros en busca del estrecho maga-
llánico (Bahía Blanca: Instituto Patagónico, 1991), 38. 
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Mean Meanwwhile, hile, it it had had aalso lso become become eevident vident that that King King JJoão’s oão’s plansplans ffoorr 
JJor orggee wwer eree unrunreaealistic listic.. TThey hey wwer eree opposed opposed bbyy his his queen, queen, wwho ho cchampi-hampi-
oned oned her her brbrother other Duk Dukee ManoeManoel’s l’s cclaim laim to to the the thrthrone. one. Leonor Leonor rrecei eceivveded 
the the suppor supportt of of the the Catholic Catholic Monar Monarcchs hs.. Gi Givven en that that PPope ope AleAlexanderxander 
wwas as aa SpaniarSpaniard, d, ther theree wwas as little little lik likeelihood lihood of of JJor orgge’s e’s illegitimacillegitimacyy 
being being ererased ased thrthroug oughh papapa pall decrdecree. ee. So So King King JJoão oão acceded acceded to to the the ineinevi-vi-
ta tabble le and and designated designated Manoe Manoell as as his his successor successor.. IInn 14951495,,  JJoão oão died died at at 
aaggee ffororty ty,, “a “a sad sad and and lonelonely ly fifigurgur e.” e.” TTher heree is is eevven en speculation speculation that that hehe 
migmight ha ht havve been poisoned be been poisoned by his queen.y his queen.66 

Soon Soon therthereafter eafter,, King King Manoe Manoell II ((14951495–– 15211521))  married married IsaIsabebella,lla, 
AfAfonso’sonso’s widowidoww,, therthereebbyy ostensibostensiblyly consolidatingconsolidating Luso-CastilianLuso-Castilian rrecec--
onciliation. onciliation. Ho Howweevver er,, their their rrespecti espectivvee interinterests ests wwould ould quicquickly kly prproovvee 
to to be be irrirreconcila econcilabble. le. TThe he ascendancascendancyy o off KKing ing MManoe anoell aand nd tthe he rre esult-sult-
ing ing rreehahabilitation bilitation of of the the Br Braagganças anças wwer eree sad sad tidings tidings ffor or the the MinhoMinho 
pa pagges es.. TThe he Br Braaggança ança nobnobles les as as aa wwhole hole wwer eree aa landed landed aristocraristocracacyy 
with with little little interinterest est in in King King JJoão’s oão’s maritime maritime aaggenda, enda, aalthoug lthoughh ManoeManoell 
wwould ould quicquickly kly rreevverse erse this this polic policyy shift, shift, and and bbyy 14961496,,  hehe hadhad rrestorestored ed 
the the Mina Mina House House and and wwas as supporsupporti tivvee of of the the planning planning ffor or aa ne neww PPorortu-tu-
guese guese eexpedition xpedition to to the the South South Atlantic Atlantic.. As As ffor or the the Minho Minho pa pagges es,, they they 
manamanaggeded toto hang hang onon atat courcourt,t, bbuut t wwer eree assignedassigned cclerica lericall positions positions in in 
the the Mina Mina House. House. FFor or the the time time being, being, they they wwould ould be be facilitators facilitators ofof,, 
rrather than parather than participants in, Pticipants in, Porortug tugaal’s maritime vl’s maritime venturentureses.. 

ManoeManoell wwaas s aalso lso beseecbeseeched hed bbyy hishis SpanishSpanish parparents-in-laents-in-laww to to 
rreevverse erse PPorortug tugaal’s l’s open-door open-door polic policyy rregegararding ding eexiled xiled SepharSephardim dim JJeewsws.. 
Indeed, Indeed, in in 14961496, , thethe PPorortuguese tuguese king king wwaas s persuadedpersuaded bbyy t the he Catholic Catholic 
Monar Monarcchs hs to to institute institute his his oown wn eexpulsion xpulsion of of those those wwho ho rrefused efused to to con-con-
vver ertt to to Christianity Christianity,, spurrspurred ed on on bbyy the the ggrroowing wing unease unease in in the the ggenereneraall 
populace populace oovver er the the incrincreasing easing nnumbers umbers and and influence influence of of the the SepharSephardimdim 
in in the the countrcountryy .. It It seems seems lik likeely ly that that Cristóba Cristóball de de HarHaro’s o’s priprivilegvileged ed sta-sta-
tus tus wwas as comprcompromised omised (at (at least least to to some some eextent) xtent) bbyy this this ggrroowing wing antianti--
Semitism.Semitism. 

Prior Prior to to this this time, time, the the House House of Fug of Fuggger er had had enjo enjoyyed ed aa near near monop-monop-
oly oly of of PPorortug tugaal’s l’s African African commercommerce. ce. But But no noww the the FFlorlorentines entines,, in in thethe 
guise guise of of the the Mar Marcchioni hioni bankbankers ers,, mounted mounted aa cchahallengllenge. e. TThey hey wwon on oovverer 
(or(or bribed) bribed) D Dom om Á Álvlvaar roo BrBraaggança, ança, the the king’s king’s uncuncle le and and influentia influentiall 

6. A. R. Disney , A Histor y of Portug al and the Portuguese Empir e, vols . (Cambridge:
Cambridge Uni versity Press , 2011) 136 37
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6. A. R. Disney, A History of Portugal and the Portuguese Empire, 2 vols. (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 2011) 1:136–37. 



 

 

 

 

 

53inand MagellanFerd 53 Ferdinand Magellan 

advisor Dom Álvar headed promaritime faction within the. o a royal
council that pr vided the lorentines with an inside trac as ortugo F k P al
ene ed its African trade and exploration.r w

It as then that Genoese navigator Gio anni Gabotto (Johnw a , v
Cabot), passed throug both Sevilla and Lisbon, seeking suppor h t f

ofa voyage e sear passaof the norther ejected ch n g R
in Iberia, Cabot ent on to London and as ecei ed an interestedw w r v by
King Henr VII. After ll, disco er of northwest passa ouldy a v y a ge w
pr vide England with shorter sea oute to the Orient than the oro a r P -
tuguese trans-African one. Cristóba de Har happened to coincidel o
with Cabot in London and hile ther eed to underwrite the (ulti-w e agr
mately unsuccessful) Cabot xpedition—ther cementing the pere eby -
manent animosity of King Manoel.7

In summer of the ortuguese monar commissioned, P ch
asco da Gama to sail to India with of our ships Along theV a f .

da Gama ould ercome uc ad ersity and lose tw of the way, w ov m h v o
ofv . ressels In September of 1499 he , a

wspices One of the tw of thethe lorentine flag F. o
House of Mar hioni.c 8

Also hile he ma not ha sponsored Cabot, after Columbus’s, w y ve
successes King Manoe as obviously interested in disco ering his , l w v
wn North Atlantic sea oute to the Orient. In 1499 ernandes , J Fo r

Lavrador eached Greenland and sighted the coast of Labrador r
hen, between sequently f and 1502 tw or him). T , o P -

tuguese brothers Gaspar and Migue Corte-Real, made tw es, l o voyag
to Greenland and Newfoundland, mapping hundreds of miles of the
Labrador coast.

King Manoe wrote to his Spanish in-laws informing them of thel
xpedition’s success and oreseeing that the axis of trade with thee f

Orient ould no shift to ortug l. Gi en that it as et to be deterw w P a v w y -
mined her the ordesillas Line in the East Indies it scarcely w e T fell ,
suaded the Catholic Monar hs from continuing to pursue their wnc o
sear or estwar sea oute to the Spice Islands Mean hile, thech f a w d r . w

ortuguese immediately set bout preparing lar er xpedition toP a a g e
India. Har tried unsuccessfully to help nance it; erdinand Ma o fi F ge

7. Gallez, Cristóbal de Har o, 38
8. Parr , Ferdinand Magellan , 51

advisor. Dom Álvaro headed a promaritime faction within the royal 
council that provided the Florentines with an inside track as Portugal 
renewed its African trade and exploration. 

ploraation n search of the northern passage. Rejected 
in Iberia, Cabot went on to London and was received by an interested 
King Henry VII. After all, discovery of a northwest passage would 
provide England with a shorter sea route to the Orient than the Por-
tuguese trans-African one. Cristóbal de Haro happened to coincide 
with Cabot in London and while there agreed to underwrite the (ulti-
mately unsuccessful) Cabot expedition—thereby cementing the per-
manent animosity of King Manoel.7 

It was then that a Genoese navigator, Giovanni Gabotto (John 
Cabot), passed through both Sevilla and Lisbon, seeking support oforr 
a voyage of exxplor tion iin e. 

the 1497 In the summer of 1497, the Portuguese monarch commissioned 
fleet Vasco da Gama to sail to India with a fleet of four ships. Along the 

way, da Gama would overcome much adversity and lose two of the 
with a m car o 

hips was flying 
essels In September of 1499, he eturned modest c v . returned with odest arggo of 

s ships spices. One of the two as flying the flag of the Florentine 
House of Marchioni.8 

Also, while he may not have sponsored Cabot, after Columbus’s 
successes, King Manoel was obviously interested in discovering his 
own North Atlantic sea route to the Orient. In 1499, João Fernandes oão 

(sub-Lavrador reached Greenland and sighted the coast of Labrador (sub-
sequently named for hen, between 1499 named or him). T 1499 and 1502, two Por-
tuguese brothers, Gaspar and Miguel Corte-Real, made two voyages 
to Greenland and Newfoundland, mapping hundreds of miles of the 
Labrador coast. 

King Manoel wrote to his Spanish in-laws informing them of the 
expedition’s success and foreseeing that the axis of trade with the 
Orient would now shift to Portugal. Given that it was yet to be deter-

dis-mined where the Tordesillas Line fell in the East Indies, it scarcely dis-
suaded the Catholic Monarchs from continuing to pursue their own 
search for a westward sea route to the Spice Islands. Meanwhile, the 
Portuguese immediately set about preparing a larger expedition to 
India. Haro tried unsuccessfully to help finance it; Ferdinand Mag l-el-

7. Gallez, Cristóbal de Haro, 38. 
8. Parr, Ferdinand Magellan, 51. 
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lan as w of the esselsr v flewb
ears ould seem that thethe Over the next itc flag. few y , w

Fug er and the pa shared the common lot of being outg ge
of fa or hey ust ha shared ha rin “when eac ear eturningv . T m ve c g h y a r

dischar ed the home-coming ad enturers co ered with nauticag v v l
distinction and laden with incredible gains.”9

Over time, ho er the ortunes of both ould hange. Despitewev , f w c
any antipath that King Manoe might hold to ar Cristóba de Hary l w d l o,

er asthe House of Fug counterweight to it g aw conv veto
the wing influence of the House of Mar hioni. Indeed, or the rstgro c f fi
decade and a half of the sixteenth century, Cristóbal continued at his
post in Lisboa as an acti pla er in ortug l’s spice trade with Africa,ve y P a
India, and beyond, hanneling portion of it throug Fug er’s c a h g A

ur and London facilities as as throug the House of Har inb g , well h o
both Antwerp and Sevilla.

Cristóba lso became ey underwriter of ortuguese l a a k P e
tions to the Ne orld. He continued to belie in the importance ofw W ve

estwar oute to the Orient, as did King Manoe and the House ofa w d r l
Mar hioni, for that matter. We are told:c

ev r firmly estab-
finding a western route across the

,ch a fleet of four ships . . . to,
ong the coast of Brazil en ute to India. With this fleet Domplore

Alvaro Braganza sent along, as captain of a caravel, Dom Diogo Barbosa,
who became an advocate of a western route to India. . . . Cristóbal de

o a w a v a w n r -
l y 3, , Captain Cristóbal

cques with three caravels to plore the southern Brazilian coast.11

King Manoe lso dispatched fruitless xplorations to the norl a e
ern Atlantic in sear h of a northern passa e.c g

Befor the sea oute to India could be mly esta lished, it ase r fir b w
necessar to defeat the Muslims ho ercised consider le polit-y w ex ab

ica and economic control of both India and parts of Indonesia. Inl

9. Ibid., 52
10. Gallez, Cristóbal de Har o, 39
11. Parr , Ferdinand Magellan , 53
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tried to enlist, but rejected. One of the thirteen vessels flew 
the Marchioni flag. Over the next few years, it would seem that the 
lan tried to enlist, ut was ejected. One thirteen 

Mar hioni 
financier Fugger financier and the page shared the common lot of being out 

of favor. They must have shared chagrin “when each year a returning 
fleet fleet discharged the home-coming adventurers covered with nautical 
distinction and laden with incredible gains.”9 

Over time, however, the fortunes of both would change. Despite 
any antipathy that King Manoel might hold toward Cristóbal de Haro, 
it was nient ha the House of Fugger as a counterweight to as conve have enient to 
the growing influence of the House of Marchioni. Indeed, for the first 
decade and a half of the sixteenth century, Cristóbal continued at his 
post in Lisboa as an active player in Portugal’s spice trade with Africa, 

ugs-India, and beyond, channeling a portion of it through Fugger’s Augs-
burg and London facilities, as well as through the House of Haro in 
both Antwerp and Sevilla.1010 

xpedi-Cristóbal also became a key underwriter of Portuguese expedi-
tions to the New World. He continued to believe in the importance of 
a westward route to the Orient, as did King Manoel and the House of 
Marchioni, for that matter. We are told: 

Dom Manuel, en after da Gama’s oute to India had beenDom Manuel, even after da Gama’s route to India had been firmly estab-
lished, did not neglect the possibility of

explore al ro 
Alvaro Braganza sent along, as captain of a caravel, Dom Diogo Barbosa, 
who became an advocate of a western route to India. . . . Cristóbal de 

On Ma 15, 1501 he sent a fleet of four ships . . . to 
ex along the coast of Brazil en route to India. With this fleet Dom 

lished, did not neglect the possibility of finding a western route across the 
Atlantic to India.Atlantic to India. On rMarch 15 1501, he sent 

Har lso as belie er in the possibilities of ester oute, and he per Haro also was a believer in the possibilities of a western route, and he per-
suaded Dom Manuel to let him send, on May 3, 1501 suaded Dom Manue to let him send, on Ma 1501, Captain Cristóbal 
Ja exJacques with three caravels to explore the southern Brazilian coast.11 

theast-King Manoel also dispatched fruitless explorations to the northeast-
ern Atlantic in search of a northern passage. 

Before the sea route to India could be firmly established, it was 
first first necessary to defeat the Muslims who exercised considerable polit-
ical and economic control of both India and parts of Indonesia. In 

9. Ibid., 52. 
10. Gallez, Cristóbal de Haro, 39. 
11. Parr, Ferdinand Magellan, 53. 
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1503, Vasco da Gama destr oyed an Ar ab na val force in Indian waters,
and P al eby way into the spice trade.” 12 Conse-
quently , “In the King changed the name of Mina House to India
House, to indicate that its administration no longer was restricted to
the West African coast, but no w embraced the entire fie ov
colonization.”

In the Service of ortugalP
he goa of disco ering esterly oute to the Orient emainedT l v a w r r a
ortuguese priority:P

o w d , the King per-
naos

T g well g fleet care-
e P y ve v

w h w by ge
F ge y ve

l b w h w y ve
r n e all r findings

re suppressed. If it did disco r the st rd strait, the King probably
w e w

v g all ev , v , ,
l a ee y,

all , , r , n
n e w ev

ve w n r
, eforts westward and to

he latter decision pr vided the Minho trio with their T o
ing King Manoe ordered that six permanent ortuguese bases be. l P
esta lished—thr on the East African coast and thr long esterb ee ee a w n
India. ancisco de Almeida as gi en command of eet of twFr w v a fl
tw ships hundred soldiers our hundred artillerymen, ando , , f a

12. Payne, A Histor y, 199
13. Parr , Ferdinand Magellan , 54
14. Ibid. The fact that the South American coastline curves ever westwar d in descending

from Brazil meant that the strait, the critica l souther n passa ge, would lik ely fa ll within the
Spanish orbit of  influence as defined by the T reaty of  Tordesillas.
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rtugal thereby “bllasted ts way into the spice trade.”12 Conse-
quently, “In 1503 the King changed the name of Mina House to India 

1503, Vasco da Gama destroyed an Arab naval force in Indian waters, 
and Poortug ther “b asted iits 

of overseas 
colonization.”1133 

1503 
House, to indicate that its administration no longer was restricted to 
the West African coast, but now embraced the entire fieldld of erseas 

In the Service of Portugal 
The goal of discovering a westerly route to the Orient remained a 
Portuguese priority: 

De Haro still persisted in his westward ideas, and in 1503 De Har still persisted in his estwar ideas and in 1503 the King per-
mitted him to send Captain Gonçalo Coelho with six naos to thrust far mitted him to send Captain Gonçalo Coelho with six to thrust far 
down the coast of South America. his lar e, or anized down the coast of South America. This large, well organized fleet care-
fully xplored the atagonian coast and ma ha disco ered the mouthfully explored the Patagonian coast and may have discovered the mouth 
of the strait hic later as penetrated Ma llan. It is indeed quite of the strait which later was penetrated by Magellan. It is indeed quite 
possible that erdinand Ma llan himself ma ha been so placed, in possible that Ferdinand Magellan himself may have been so placed, in 
the colonia ureau in hic he as emplo ed, as to ha learned of it. the colonial bureau in which he was employed, as to have learned of it. 
Upon the etur of this xpedition to Lisbon, eports of its Upon the return of this expedition to Lisbon, all reports of its findings 
we ve we wa were suppressed. If it did discover the westward strait, the King probably 
decided it as not to his interest to disclose its xistence since it ould bedecided it was not to his interest to disclose its existence since it would be 
advantageous to Spanish commerce. At all events, on November ad anta eous to Spanish commerce. At ents on No ember 1515,15041504, 
Dom Manue issued decr that ordered complete secrec under pain Dom Manuel issued a decree that ordered complete secrecy, under pain 
of death, of maps logs eports and any other details of southeaster of death, of all maps, logs, reports, and any other details of southeastern 
or northeaster navigation. He vidently thought he ould entually or northeastern navigation. He evidently thought he would eventually 
ha Spanish competition in the Orient via the ester oute, and hence,have Spanish competition in the Orient via the western route, and hence, 
in 1505, he determined to desist from further eforts westward and to in 1505 he determined to desist from further 
entrench himself in the possession of the eastward route.entrench himself in the possession of the eastward route.1414 

open-The latter decision provided the Minho trio with their open-
ing. King Manoel ordered that six permanent Portuguese bases be 
established—three on the East African coast and three along western 

enty-India. Francisco de Almeida was given command of a fleet of twenty-
fifteen two ships, fifteen hundred soldiers, four hundred artillerymen, and a 

12. Payne, A History, 1:199. 
13. Parr, Ferdinand Magellan, 54. 
14. Ibid. The fact that the South American coastline curves ever westward in descending 

from Brazil meant that the strait, the critical southern passage, would likely fall within the 
Spanish orbit of influence as defined by the Treaty of Tordesillas. 
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oup of xperienced civil servants from India House ho ould tagr e w w ke
har of the on-site administrati details he Ma llan brothersc ge ve . T ge

(Diogo no twenty-six ears old, and erdinand, twenty-four) and, w y F
ancisco Serrão (also twenty-four ears of e) er le to joinFr y ag w e all ab

the administrator anks—their noble status making them superr n
meraries and their persona bio phies members of the (extended)l gra

l household.roya
he ma eup of the Almeida xpedition as quite eflecti of theT k e w r ve

of the da wk. dr wn from the ortug e aP al y y lT
po erful Knights of Christ. All of the car ls their banner ofw ave flew
the ed on hite backg ound, underscoring that the xpe-r a w r e

senseea crusade intended to conquer or dition y r l aw a in a v
con er Ar and pa an infidels like. en of the twenty-tw esselsv t ab g a T o v

er pri ate—including one eac belonging to the Houses of Fug erw e v h g
and Mar hioni and tw to individua Con erso mer hants Takc o l v c .
to ether they bespok the cr wn’s continuing liance on oreigng , e o re f

on the one hand, and po erful wish mer hants on the, w Je c ,
other.

he Minho trio spent twenty-se en months in East Africa hileT v w
participating in militar campaigns ainst the Ar bs erdinandy ag a . F
Ma llan learly stood out, since he ould serv as lieutenant to twge c w e o
of the most influentia Knights of Christ commanders and as gi enl w v
command of his wn sma essel. erdinand comported himselfo ll v F well
in combat, acquiring consider le wealth as his share of the bootyab .

erThese bold moves in the Indian Ocean, conceived as they w e to
esta lish ortuguese hegemony er the spice trade, pr oked hatb P ov ov w

ould pr to be the ultimate confrontation between ortug and thew ove P al
Ar bs their Indian llies and the enetians her as consider lea , a , V . T e w ab

15. Ibid., 62
16. Regarding the latter , Portuguese Christian society was coming to mirror Spanish ambiv-

alence over doubts regarding the sincerity of its Jewish con verts , as well as resentment over
their l and politica l influence. Indeed, while Almeida was en route to East Africa, in 
1506 er v esulted in the deaths of ews
and destruction of their property on a mass scale. The response of the alarmed King Manoel
was to liber alize the laws concerning the Con versos while taking measures to protect them
from further assaults . The new polic y was informed more by the cr own’s clear reliance upon 
the resources and expertise of the Con verso community than by any sor t of mor al concern
over its fate.

17. Ibid., 82 83
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group of experienced civil servants from India House who would take 
charge of the on-site administrative details. The Magellan brothers 
(Diogo, now twenty-six years old, and Ferdinand, twenty-four) and 
Francisco Serrão (also twenty-four years of age) were all able to join 
the administrator ranks—their noble status making them supernuu--
meraries and their personal biographies members of the (extended) 
royal household. 

The makeup of the Almeida expedition was quite reflective of the 
Portug al y The ey military personnel ere drawn from the 
powerful Knights of Christ. All of the caravels flew their banner of 

of the da . he key militar personne wer 

as lso in a ver 
convert Arab and pagan infidels alike. Ten of the twenty-two vessels 
were private—including one each belonging to the Houses of Fugger 
and Marchioni and two to individual Converso merchants.1515 Taken en
together, they bespoke the crown’s continuing reliance on foreign 
financiers 

crucifi x the red crucifix on a white background, underscoring that the expe-
dition was also ery real sense a crusade intended to conquer or 

financiers, on the one hand, and powerful Jewish merchants, on the 
other .1616 

The Minho trio spent twenty-seven months in East Africa while 
participating in military campaigns against the Arabs. Ferdinand 
Magellan clearly stood out, since he would serve as lieutenant to two 
of the most influential Knights of Christ commanders and was given 
command of his own small vessel. Ferdinand comported himself well 
in combat, acquiring considerable wealth as his share of the booty.1717 

These bold moves in the Indian Ocean, conceived as they were to 
establish Portuguese hegemony over the spice trade, provoked what 
would prove to be the ultimate confrontation between Portugal and the 
Arabs, their Indian allies, and the Venetians. There was considerable 

15. Ibid., 62. 
16. Regarding the latter, Portuguese Christian society was coming to mirror Spanish ambiv-

alence over doubts regarding the sincerity of its Jewish converts, as well as resentment over 
their financia l and political influence. Indeed, while Almeida was en route to East Africa, in financia 
1506, ther e were massi ve anti-Semitic riots in Lisbon that resulted in the deaths of many Jews , there w e massi e anti-Semitic riots in Lisbon that r many J 
and destruction of their property on a mass scale. The response of the alarmed King Manoel 
was to liberalize the laws concerning the Conversos while taking measures to protect them 
from further assaults. The new policy was informed more by the crown’s clear reliance upon 
the resources and expertise of the Converso community than by any sort of moral concern 
over its fate. 

17. Ibid., 82–83. 
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skirmishing long the coast of ester India or se er months hilea w n f v al w
the Egyptians and enetians prepared ar in Egypt. Ma llanV a w ge
commanded sma car that as eng ed in many na actionsa ll avel w ag val
during this period. Fe 1509 er theAlmeida triumphedy 2, , ov

edevEgyptian at the decisi battle of Diu. It cve f
ortunes of the ortuguese, enetians and Egyptians—not to f P V ,

tion millions of East Africans and Indians.
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ones. So Almeida was soon replaced as governor general in India by

-ge ev ya r
fe r w

w w r l c ( e-– ) P
f edw ,

w h l
, P y P w h

ve them domination of the route to Indonesia and the oppo unity
b a fissiparous Moluc-

, l.
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agr e y
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by P r ve l
v

he militar success of sma ortuguese orces on the other side of theT y l P f
orld, virtually cut from einforcements in hostile environmentw of r , a

populated scores of millions of potentia oes as in some ysby l f , w wa
mor emarka le than the sixteenth-centur Spanish conquests in thee r b y

ester Hemisphere. In India the ortuguese had to face not ligiousW n P re
ascetics of Hindu cultur ut members of dominant militar castese b y .

he giant ar junks of China and er frequently lar er than orT w Java w e g P -
tuguese ships and sometimes as strongly constructed. Unlik Amerindi-e
ans Asians er capa le of laying cannons hic far surpassed those, w e b w h
of the ortuguese in size. Nor can it be contended that Ar mer hantsP ab c ,

18. Ibid., 88 93

skirmishing along the coast of western India for several months while 
fleet 

On bruary 2, 1509, Almeida triumphed over the 
188 orever hanged t 

the Egyptians and Venetians prepared a war fleet in Egypt. Magellan 
commanded a small caravel that was engaged in many naval actions 
during this period. On Februar 
Egyptian fleet fleet at the decisive battle of Diu.1 It for er chang he the

men-fortunes of the Portuguese, Venetians, and Egyptians—not to men-
tion millions of East Africans and Indians. 

King Manoe as notorious or interfering with and undermin King Manoel was notorious for interfering with and undermin-
ing the authority of his ey subordinates particularly the successful ing the authority of his key subordinates, particularly the successful 
ones. So Almeida was soon replaced as governor general in India by 
Afonso Albuquerque. Ma llan, er the lo list, esented the treat Afonso Albuquerque. Magellan, ever the loyalist, resented the treat-
ment of Almeida and quickly ll afoul of his eplacement. It as thement of Almeida and quickly fell afoul of his replacement. It was the 
latter latter who was as the the real architect (ar hitect 1509 1515 ortuguese heg 
mony (limited as it as) in Asia. In 1510, he captur d and or i 

ho ea 1509–1515) of of Portuguese hege-
mony (limited as it was) in Asia. In 1510 he captureed and fort fi tifi ed 
Goa, hic became the capita of Lusitanian activity in the Orient. InGoa, which became the capital of Lusitanian activity in the Orient. In 
15111511 the ortuguese seized Malacca on the Mala eninsula, hic , the Portuguese seized Malacca on the Malay Peninsula, which 
ga rtgave them domination of the route to Indonesia and the opportunity 
ultimately to esta lish lliances in the politically 
cas. In 
ultimately to establish alliances in the politically fissiparous Moluc-
cas In 15131513, a l A ublAlb qreuququer e uque s erucesecur d ed c cremmocommer icia r girigh s thts to to M o acaMacao f orfr m om 
China. He as so successful that Stanley yne labels him as “one of
the greatest, erperhaps ps the ost xtraordinar ll, of the Hispanic most extraordinary of 
China. He was so successful that Stanley Payne labels him as “one of 
the eatest, p ha the m of all, of the Hispanic 
conquerors” and then pr vides synopsis of the diconquerors” and then provides a synopsis of the difering challenges 
faced the ortuguese and Spaniards in their especti imperia faced by the Portuguese and Spaniards in their respective imperial 
initiati es:initiatives: 

l The military success of small Portuguese forces on the other side of the 
world, virtually cut of from reinforcements, in a hostile environment 
populated by scores of millions of potential foes, was in some ways 
more remarkable than the sixteenth-century Spanish conquests in the 
Western Hemisphere. In India the Portuguese had to face not religious 
ascetics of Hindu culture but members of dominant military castes. 
The giant war junks of China and Java were frequently larger than Por-
tuguese ships and sometimes as strongly constructed. Unlike Amerindi-
ans, Asians were capable of laying cannons which far surpassed those 
of the Portuguese in size. Nor can it be contended that Arab merchants, 

18. Ibid., 88–93. 
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Hindu princes Mongol emperors and Mala sultans er estruc, , y w e aw k
nonplussed by the sudden appearance of a handful of Europeans.

Both erdinand Ma llan and ancisco Serrão pla ed importantF ge Fr y
oles in the xpansion of ortug l’s in the ar East. Eacr e P a F h

commanded essels and participated in umerous sieges and other v n
ounded seriously Eac militar undertooky ge w w . h

an xplorator initiati outside the frame or of cia polic ore y ve w k of l y
sanction. Serrão ended up in ernate in the Spice Islands here, or T , w f

he hat fiw prilmost tantamount to w a a vy ,
dom hile pleading in ain with the cials in Malacca and Go erw v of v -
nor Gener Albuquerque in India to send him einforcements Heal r .

en importuned his Malacca-based cousin, erdinand Ma llan, toev F ge
send car with the assurance that he ould lea ernate witha avel w ve T a
lar e cargo of spices worth a fortune.g

Ma llan and the car that he as commanding disappearedge avel w
from Malacca or many months hen he eappeared, it as to arguef . W r w
that he had been xploring beyond ernate in the emote East Indiese T r
(some historians surmise that he eached the Philippines) and belie edr v
that uc of the egion within the Castilian orbit as guaranteedm h r fell

the ordesillas Line. It as not conclusion that ould endear himby T w a w
to either Go ernor Albuquerque or King Manoel. In , Fv
eturned to ortug after eight ears in the Orient, bereft of bothr P al y
ortune and influence and accompanied only his faithful Malaccanf by

vsla e, Enrique.
he next thr ears er proba ly the most frustrating in Ma T ee y w e b ge

lan’s life. In ortug l, he ound erything hanged. he India HouseP a f ev c T
had olved into ast, impersonal, self-serving ureaucrac thorev a v b y -
oughly controlled the Knights of Christ. Ma llan scarcely enby ge ev
kne anyone ther any longer He eturned to Minho to his w e . r
family’s .c by rew ecei ed His per -vr v
sona ealth ed in lawsuit. hroug the interven-l w a T h
tion of friend, oão of Lisbon, erdinand enlisted in Moroccana J F a
campaign and acquitted himself ll. Ho er hile there, he madewe wev , w

19. Payne, A Histor y, 200
20. Parr , Ferdinand Magellan , 84 127
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Hindu princes, Mongol emperors, and Malay sultans were awestruck oorr 
19 nonplussed by the sudden appearance of a handful of Europeans .19 

Both Ferdinand Magellan and Francisco Serrão played important 

llan a 
an exploratory initiative outside the framework of ofcial policy or 
sanction. Serrão ended up in Ternate in the Spice Islands, where, for 

influence roles in the expansion of Portugal’s influence in the Far East. Each 
commanded vessels and participated in numerous sieges and other 
military aactions;ctions; a MaM gellan wass wounded seriously . Each undertook 

he mmaintained aintained what fief-ye searsar , awass almost tantamount to a private ate ef-
dom while pleading in vain with the ofcials in Malacca and Gover-
nor General Albuquerque in India to send him reinforcements. He 
even importuned his Malacca-based cousin, Ferdinand Magellan, to 
send a caravel with the assurance that he would leave Ternate with a 
large cargo of spices worth a fortune. 

Magellan and the caravel that he was commanding disappeared 
from Malacca for many months. When he reappeared, it was to argue 
that he had been exploring beyond Ternate in the remote East Indies 
(some historians surmise that he reached the Philippines) and believed 
that much of the region fell within the Castilian orbit as guaranteed 
by the Tordesillas Line. It was not a conclusion that would endear him 
to either Governor Albuquerque or King Manoel. In 1513, Ferdinand 1513 erdinand 
returned to Portugal after eight years in the Orient, bereft of both 
fortune and influence and accompanied only by his faithful Malaccan 

vsla e, Enrique.2020 

The next three years were probably the most frustrating in Mag l-el-
lan’s life. In Portugal, he found everything changed. The India House 
had evolved into a vast, impersonal, self-serving bureaucracy thor-
oughly controlled by the Knights of Christ. Magellan scarcely even 

ties aand as received hillily his ilatives His per-
briefl y knew anyone there any longer. He returned briefly to Minho to his 

family’s prproperoperties nd was chillily by his relat es. 
became encumbersonal wealth became encumbered in a lawsuit. Through the interven-

tion of a friend, João of Lisbon, Ferdinand enlisted in a Moroccan 
campaign and acquitted himself well. However, while there, he made 

19. Payne, A History, 1:200. 
20. Parr, Ferdinand Magellan, 84–127. 
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po erful enemies ho then attempted to ha him court-marshaled.w w ve
oão of Lisbon as una le to intervene, because he as J w b w of

ing an xpedition to Brazil, none other than Cristóba dee by l
Har hic as et another attempt to the souther passa e.o, w h w y n g

hile the leg proceedings er draining xperience, erdinandW al w e a e F
wn.w b ev

His nadir was undoubtedly the day that he made a public appeal
to King Manoel for personal advancement within the royal household
and support for an expedition to relieve his cousin in Ternate. Ferdinand
ofered to bring back a shipload of spices that would become entirely the
monarch’s property. The king denied the requests and berated Magellan.
When a frustrated Ferdinand asked if he might therefore serve another
master, King Manoel told him to suit himself and then physically turned

v :

Dom Manue no doubt lt justified in his efusa to gi Ma llan prl fe r l ve ge a
motion, and he ound ample eason or the ejection of his pplicationf r f r a
to etur to the East. It will be emembered that both Go ernor Generr n r v al
Albuquerque, in India, and Gener edr de Sousa, in Morocco hadal P o ,
written the King complaining of Ma llan. He as identified with thege w
tw Serrãos and with the oup headed Duarte Barbosa, ho ero gr by w w e
suspected of secret Spanish lations Moreo er Ma llan had embarre . v , ge -
assed the King his persistence in erring that Maluco [the Moluc-r by av

cas] lay in the zone of Castile. 2

her seems little doubt that King Manoe as lso settling someT e l w a
old scores dating bac to the days hen the Ma llans er under hisk w ge w e
tutela e as pa es at the court of his sister, Queen Leonorg g .

In any ent, Ma llan as no completely ruined in ortug l, asev ge w w P a
er his hances of eturning to the ortuguese ar East. He etiredw e c r P F r

to the obscurity of mariners’ ta er in orto to eig his limiteda v n P w h
options hic ould lik ly entail entering into the service of or, w h w e a f -
eign nation—Spain being the most promising prospect. In orto erP , F -
dinand as eunited with uy de leir he leir brothers hadw r R Fa o. T Fa o
been llo pa es at cour with the Ma llans he leiros bothfe w g t ge . T Fa

celled in astronomy and navigation. By this time, uy’s brotherex R ,

21. Ibid., 131 46
22. Ibid., 147
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po werful enemies who then attempted to ha ve him court-marshaled.21 21

command-João of Lisbon was unable to intervene, because he was of command-
financed ing an expedition to Brazil, financed by none other than Cristóbal de 

find Haro, which was yet another attempt to find the southern passage. 
While the legal proceedings were a draining experience, Ferdinand 

as a le to pr ail on his owas able to prevail on his own. 
His nadir was undoubtedly the day that he made a public appeal 

to King Manoel for personal advancement within the royal household 
and support for an expedition to relieve his cousin in Ternate. Ferdinand 
ofered to bring back a shipload of spices that would become entirely the 
monarch’s property. The king denied the requests and berated Magellan. 
When a frustrated Ferdinand asked if he might therefore serve another 
master, King Manoel told him to suit himself and then physically turned 
his back on the de astated supplicant. According to Parrhis back on the devastated supplicant. According to Parr: 

Dom Manuel no doubt felt justified in his refusal to give Magellan a o-pro-
motion, and he found ample reason for the rejection of his application 
to return to the East. It will be remembered that both Governor General 
Albuquerque, in India, and General Pedro de Sousa, in Morocco, had 
written the King complaining of Magellan. He was identified with the 
two Serrãos and with the group headed by Duarte Barbosa, who were 
suspected of secret Spanish relations. Moreover, Magellan had embar-
rassed the King by his persistence in averring that Maluco [the Moluc-
cas] lay in the zone of Castile. 2 22

There seems little doubt that King Manoel was also settling some 
old scores dating back to the days when the Magellans were under his 
tutelage as pages at the court of his sister, Queen Leonor. 

In any event, Magellan was now completely ruined in Portugal, as 
were his chances of returning to the Portuguese Far East. He retired 
to the obscurity of a mariners’ tavern in Porto to weigh his limited 
options, which would likely entail entering into the service of a for-
eign nation—Spain being the most promising prospect. In Porto, Fer-
dinand was reunited with Ruy de Faleiro. The Faleiro brothers had 
been fellow pages at court with the Magellans. The Faleiros both 
excelled in astronomy and navigation. By this time, Ruy’s brother, 

21. Ibid., 131–46. 
22. Ibid., 147. 
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ancisco as lready living and orking in Spain and had publishedFr , w a w
,the book in Spanish on navigation. R

er ecently or the post of astronomer as himself disa ectedov r f royal , w f
with King Manoel.

Upon his etur to ortug l, oão of Lisbon ppr ed of Ma r n P a J a ov ge
lan’s inclination to go to Spain and divulged to him that he hadall
learned bout the souther South American coast. He had saileda n
around Cape Santa María and into the ast estuar of the La Platav y
Ri er—whic he mistook or the souther passa e. According tov h f n g

arrP :

Additionally he lso told Ma llan that Cristóba de Har had , a ge l o
ulated consider le navigationa data concerning the American coastm ab l

from se er pr vious es of xploration and disco er and thisv al e voyag e v y,
as no on deposit in the King’s hartroom in Lisbon. hese secretw w c T

xpeditions he said, had gone uc farther south long the continente , m h a
and had eported shar estwar trend of the coast. Its contoursr a p w d
had eminded him of the line of the easter coast of Africa belo ther n w
equator with hic both he and Ma llan er thoroughly familiar, w h ge w e .
ohn of Lisbon therefor thought it proba le that, if the strait at CapeJ e b

Santa Maria should not pr navig le, he could navigate around theove ab
unknown xtremity of the continent, just as Bartholeme Dias hade w
sailed around the southern tip of Africa.

of Lisbon mana ed to arrang or Ma llan to ainJ ev g e f ge g
access to the sensiti hartroom, her he as le to copy criticave c w e w ab l
documentation.

In the Service of Spain

In Bishop onseca and Diogo Barbosa sent uan Díaz de Solís, F J
to South America in sear of the souther passa e. Díaz de Solísch n g ,
too sailed around Cape Santa Maria and into La Plata Ri er her, v , w e
he as killed (and eaten) the nati es At bout this same time,w by v . a
Ma llan ecei ed visit from Duarte Barbosa. Shortly befor erge r v a e F -
dinand left India, they had become fast friends in the subcontinent.

23. Ibid., 150
24. Ibid., 151
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the first book in Spanish on navigation.23 Ruy having been passed 
over recently for the post of royal astronomer, was himself disafected 
with King Manoel. 

Francisco, was already living and working in Spain and had published 
first 23 uy, having been passed 

Upon his return to Portugal, João of Lisbon approved of Mag l-el-
lan’s inclination to go to Spain and divulged to him all that he had 
learned about the southern South American coast. He had sailed 
around Cape Santa María and into the vast estuary of the La Plata 
River—which he mistook for the southern passage. According to 
Parr: 

accu-Additionally, he also told Magellan that Cristóbal de Haro had accu-
mulated considerable navigational data concerning the American coast 
from several previous voyages of exploration and discovery, and this 
was now on deposit in the King’s chartroom in Lisbon. These secret 
expeditions, he said, had gone much farther south along the continent 
and had reported a sharp westward trend of the coast. Its contours 
had reminded him of the line of the eastern coast of Africa below the 
equator, with which both he and Magellan were thoroughly familiar. 
John of Lisbon therefore thought it probable that, if the strait at Cape 
Santa Maria should not prove navigable, he could navigate around the 
unknown extremity of the continent, just as Bartholemew Dias had 
sailed around the southern tip of Africa.2424 

João oão of Lisbon even en managed to arrange for Magellan to gain 
access to the sensitive chartroom, where he was able to copy critical 
documentation. 

In the Service of Spain 

In 15161516, Bishop Fonseca and Diogo Barbosa sent Juan Díaz de Solís 
to South America in search of the southern passage. Díaz de Solís, 
too, sailed around Cape Santa Maria and into La Plata River, where 
he was killed (and eaten) by the natives. At about this same time, 
Magellan received a visit from Duarte Barbosa. Shortly before Fer-
dinand left India, they had become fast friends in the subcontinent. 

23. Ibid., 150. 
24. Ibid., 151. 
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Duarte was the “nephew” of Diogo Barbosa (the ship’s captain 
1501 expedition to Brazil). Diogo had subsequently in P a

entered the service of Spain’s Casa de Antillas under the command
of Bishop Fonseca and was currently go vernor of the Castle of Sevilla
(throug h marria ge) and the knight commander of the arsenal. T
latter appointment made him the key ofcia l in the implementation
of  voyages of  discovery.

Duarte had returned to Portug al in the hope of receiving a royal
appointment, but lik e Ma gellan, he was identified with the wrong fac-
tion, career w bloc ked. W on a visit to see his uncle, 
he learned of Bishop Fonseca’s resolv e to follo w up on the Díaz de
Solís initiati ve—a lways in sear ch of the westerly sea route to the Spice
Islands . Both Barbosas belie ved that it was best to recruit a Portu-
guese commander . Duarte approached João Serrão , who was already
a ship’s captain in Spain. João deferred to his brother Francisco (who
was in Ternate in the Spice Islands and obviously una vaila ble) and
then to Ferdinand Ma gellan as tw o men better acquainted than was
he with the area east of  Malacca.

João Serrão was in correspondence with Ma gellan, but could not
aford of crossing the frontier. Duarte, who w as yet in 
the emplo y of Spain, could. It was Barbosa who returned to Porto to
recruit Ferdinand. Gi ven the internationa l diplomatic implications,
Duarte obtained gener al permission to recruit him from Bishop
Fonseca and the then Spanish regent, Cardina l Cisneros . Ma gel-
lan agreed to their proposa l with the pr oviso that Ruy de Faleiro be
included. Ma gellan also resolved to recruit se ver al disa fected Portu-
guese pilots . Faleir o remained behind awhile longer ; Ma gellan and his
pilots snuck out of  Portug al and made for Sevilla.

It was ther e that Ma gellan entered immediately into the house-
hold of Diogo Barbosa. Indeed, it seems lik ely that a par t of the
negotiation with Duarte included an arranged marria ge with Diogo’s
daughter Beatriz. She and Ferdinand wer e married but a few weeks
after his arri val in Sevilla. So at a stroke, Diogo became both Ma gel-
lan’s patron and his father-in-la w.

25. Again, it is quite possible that Duarte was actually Diogo’s illegitimate son.
26. Parr , Ferdinand Magellan , 150 53
27. Ibid., 210 11
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rtugall’s 
entered the service of Spain’s Casa de Antillas under the command 
of Bishop Fonseca and was currently governor of the Castle of Sevilla 
(through marriage) and the knight commander of the arsenal. Thhe e 
latter appointment made him the key ofcial in the implementation 
of voyages of disco very. 

Duarte was the “nephew”225 5 of Diogo Barbosa (the ship’s captain 
in Poortug ’s 1501 expedition to Brazil). Diogo had subsequently 

and his as hile 
he learned of Bishop Fonseca’s resolve to follow up on the Díaz de 
Solís initiative—always in search of the westerly sea route to the Spice 
Islands. Both Barbosas believed that it was best to recruit a Portu-
guese commander. Duarte approached João Serrão, who was already 
a ship’s captain in Spain. João deferred to his brother Francisco (who 
was in Ternate in the Spice Islands and obviously unavailable) and 
then to Ferdinand Magellan as two men better acquainted than was 
he with the area east of Malacca. 

Duarte had returned to Portugal in the hope of receiving a royal 
appointment, but like Magellan, he was identified with the wrong fac-
tion, and his career was blocked. While on a visit to see his uncle, 

isk of crossing the frontier. Duarte, who was not as yet in 
the employ of Spain, could. It was Barbosa who returned to Porto to 
recruit Ferdinand. Given the international diplomatic implications, 
Duarte first obtained general permission to recruit him from Bishop first 
Fonseca and the then Spanish regent, Cardinal Cisneros. Magel-
lan agreed to their proposal with the proviso that Ruy de Faleiro be 
included. Magellan also resolved to recruit several disafected Portu-
guese pilots. Faleiro remained behind awhile longer; Magellan and his 
pilots snuck out of Portugal and made for Sevilla.2266 

João Serrão was in correspondence with Magellan, but could not 
aford tthe he rrisk as not 

It was there that Magellan entered immediately into the house-
hold of Diogo Barbosa. Indeed, it seems likely that a part of the 
negotiation with Duarte included an arranged marriage with Diogo’s 
daughter Beatriz. She and Ferdinand were married but a few weeks 
after his arrival in Sevilla. So at a stroke, Diogo became both Magel-
lan’s patron and his father-in-law.2277 

25. Again, it is quite possible that Duarte was actually Diogo’s illegitimate son. 
26. Parr, Ferdinand Magellan, 150–53. 
27. Ibid., 210–11. 
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ItIt wwaass aabout bout this this same same time time that that Cristóba Cristóball de de HarHaro’s o’s fforortunes tunes inin 
PPorortug tugaall took took aa serious serious tur turnn ffor or the the wworse. orse. In In 11516516,,  he he sent sent his his shipsships 
to to India India to to rrecei eceivvee their their usua usuall carcargo go of of spices spices,, bbut ut in in MaMalalabar bar,, the the localocall 
commander commander seized seized eevvererything, ything, and and the the flfleet eet rretureturned ned empty-handed.empty-handed. 
WWhen hen Har Haroo prprotested, otested, the the king king ffeigned eigned ignorignorance ance and and prpromised omised toto 
in invvestigestigate, ate, eevven en thoug thoughh the the seizur seizuree wwas as unthinka unthinkabble le without without thethe 
complicity complicity of of the the cr croown. wn. Despite Despite the the eevident vident rrooyyaall in invvolvolvement,ement, aa ffeeww 
months months later later,, Cristóba Cristóball dispatcdispatched hed se sevven en trtrading ading vvesseessels ls to to GuineaGuinea 
that that wwer eree then then destr destrooyyed ed bbyy the the PPorortuguese tuguese nanavy vy,, bbut ut only only after after theirtheir 
carcargoes of goes of EurEuropean tropean trade goods had been oade goods had been off--loaded. loaded.228 8

So So itit wwaas s tthat hat iin n 15171517,,   Har Haroo flfled ed PPorortugtugaall ffor or SeSevilla. villa. His His brbrotherother,, 
Diego Diego,, arrarranganged ed to to trtranspor ansportt the the House House of of HarHaro’s o’s mo movvaabble le wweaealthlth 
surrsurreptitiously eptitiously bbyy mmule ule trtrain ain thrthroug oughh the the AlgAlgarvarve, e, wwhile hile CristóbaCristóball 
ggaalloped lloped ooff  on on the the quic quickker er main main rroute oute to to Spain. Spain. At At eac eachh wwaayy sta-sta-
tion, tion, he he pur purcchased hased aallll of of the the aavvaila ailabble le mounts mounts in in ororder der to to frustrfrustrateate 
any any pursuers pursuers.. He He arri arrivved ed at at SeSevilla villa in in the the midmiddle dle of of the the nignight ht and and wwentent 
strstraigaight ht to to the the rresidence esidence of of Bishop Bishop FFonseca. onseca. TThe he tw twoo men men confconferrerreded 
until until mormorning, ning, during during wwhic hichh time time Cristóba Cristóball lik likeely ly didivulgvulged ed manymany 
PPorortuguese tuguese secrsecrets ets.. AA furious furious King King Manoe Manoell had had aallll of of the the House House ofof 
HarHaro’so’s rreemaining maining prprooper pertty y iin n LLisbon isbon conficonfiscated. scated.229 9 PPaul aul GaGallez llez specspec--
ulates ulates that that CristóbaCristóbal’s l’s possession possession of of the the sensiti sensitivvee kno knowwledg ledgee aaboutbout 
the the souther southernn passa passaggee had had seasealed led his his fate fate in in PPorortug tugaal. l. He He wwas as,, afterafter 
aall, ll, of of Castilian Castilian origin origin and and thertherefefor oree of of questiona questionabble le lo loyyaalty lty .. Indeed,Indeed, 
it it ma mayy be be that that the the only only thing thing that that pr preevvented ented his his assassination assassination wwas as thethe 
po powwer er and and wweaealth lth of of the the House House of of Fug Fuggger er..330 0 Har Haroo wwaanted nted vveengngeance eance 
ffor or his his trtreatment eatment bbyy King King ManoeManoel. l. WWhat hat better better wwaayy than than to to assistassist 
the the SpaniarSpaniards ds in in underundermining mining PPorortug tugaal’s l’s near near monopoly monopoly of of the the spicespice 
trtrade? ade? WWhile hile the the House House of of Fug Fuggger er had had just just lost lost mmuc uchh of of its its influenceinfluence 
in in Lisbon, Lisbon, it it aalrlready eady had had aa rreelationship lationship with with the the soon-to-become soon-to-become HolyHoly 
RRoman emperoman emperoror, Char, Charles Vles V .. 

BarBarbosa bosa wwas as not not dissuaded dissuaded bbyy the the Díaz Díaz de de Solís Solís failur failuree and and contin-contin-
ued ued with with plans plans ffor or aa ne neww eexpedition xpedition in in sear searcchh of of the the souther southernn passa passagge.e. 
Its Its pri privvate ate in invvestors estors wwer eree to to incinclude lude Bishop Bishop FFonseca onseca and and aa wweell-placedll-placed 
coloniacoloniall ooffciacial,l, JJuan uan de de ArAranda. anda. RReecruitment cruitment ofof Ma Maggeellanllan bbyy BarBar--

28.28. Ibid.,Ibid., 8080. 
29.29. GaGallez,llez, CristóbaCristóbal de Har l de Haroo,, 8282.  
30.30. Ibid.,Ibid., 8080. 
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bosa bosa had had been been aa par partt of of that that strstrateg ategyy .. But But thertheree wwaas s aa didiffererentent cancan--
didate didate ffor or command command of of the the nenext xt eexpedition—another xpedition—another disa disaffectedected 
PPorortuguese tuguese cacaptain, ptain, Este Estevvâo âo Gomes Gomes.. Indeed, Indeed, ther theree had had been been initiainitiall 
steps steps to to aappoint ppoint him, him, bbut ut then then DioDiogo go BarBarbosa bosa insininsinuated uated that that GomesGomes 
migmight ht actuaactually lly be be aa PPorortuguese tuguese aaggent, ent, and and CarCardina dinall CisnerCisneros os rrefusedefused 
to gi to givve the criticae the critical al appr pproovvaal.l. 

ShorShortly tly therthereafter eafter,, the the carcardina dinall died, died, and and FFonseca onseca wwas as anxious anxious toto 
prproceed oceed with with the the ne neww eexpedition. xpedition. Cristóba Cristóball de de Har Haroo kne kneww both both GomesGomes 
and and Ma Maggeellan, llan, so so his his opinion opinion in in this this matter matter wwas as of of obobvious vious interinterestest 
to to the the bishop bishop,, wwho ho had had not not had had the the time time eevven en to to intervie intervieww Ma Maggeellanllan 
as as yyet. et. Har Haroo rrecommended ecommended Gomes Gomes,, wwho ho had had actuaactually lly wwor orkked ed ffor or himhim 
earearlier lier in in PPorortug tugaall as as aa ship’s ship’s pilot. pilot. WWhile hile he he ffeelt lt that that FFererdinand dinand wwasas 
competent competent and and did did not not dislik dislikee him him personapersonally lly,, the the bankbanker er underscorunderscoreded 
Ma Maggeellanllan’s ’s headstrheadstrong ong personapersonality lity,, the the histor historyy of of his his di diffculties culties withwith 
rrooyyaall authority authority,, and and his his unbounded unbounded ambition. ambition. Cristóba Cristóball bebelie lievveded 
(quite (quite corrcorrectly ectly,, as as it it turturned ned out) out) that that Ma Maggeellanllan’s ’s demands demands rregegarard-d-
ing ing parparticipation ticipation in in any any spoils spoils of of disco discovver eryy (economic (economic and and politicapolitical)l) 
wwould ould be be far far mor moree eexxororbitant bitant than than those those of of the the mor moree trtracta actabble le andand 
complacent Gomescomplacent Gomes.. 

TTher heree then then ensued ensued aa most most tangtangled led series series of of eevvents ents.. BarBarbosa bosa hadhad 
the the little-knolittle-known wn Ma Maggeellan llan aapply pply to to the the SuprSupreme eme Council Council of of the the IndiesIndies 
ffor or perpermission mission to to command command aa rrooyyaall wwesteresterly ly eexpedition xpedition to to the the Moluc-Moluc-
cas cas,, confident confident that that the the petition petition wwould ould lik likeely ly be be denied, denied, wwhic hichh it it wwasas.. 
TThis his pr proovided vided the the opening opening ffor or DioDiogo go to to prpropose opose aa pri privvate ate initiatiinitiativvee 
(one (one that that wwould ould still still rrequir equiree rrooyyaall aappr pproovvaal) l) to to be be fifinanced nanced bbyy himsehimselflf 
and and his his secrsecret et parpartner—head tner—head councilor councilor of of the the Council Council of of Indies Indies,, JJuanuan 
de de ArAranda. anda. TThe he latter latter wwas as the the insider insider conduit conduit to to the the aaloof loof pr preelate, late, andand 
thethe plan plan wwaas s toto ooffer er persona personall parparticipation ticipation in in the the vveentur nturee to to Bishop Bishop 
FFonseca.onseca. 

RRuy uy FFaaleir leiroo rrejoined ejoined Ma Maggeellan llan in in SeSevilla villa and and took took an an immedi-immedi-
ate ate dislik dislikee to to ArAranda. anda. RRuy uy pr proovved ed to to be be jeajealous lous,, petulant, petulant, and and quitequite 
unrunreasona easonabble le rregegararding ding any any sharing sharing of of the the authority authority and and benefits benefits of of 
thethe eexxpedition. pedition. FFoorrtunatetunatel ly y ffoor r aallll concerconcerned, ned, ArAranda anda wwaas s mormoree tol-tol-
ererant, ant, and and wwhen hen ne neww de devveelopments lopments at at cour courtt made made it it necessar necessaryy fforor 
them them aallll to to tr traavveell to to VVaalladolid lladolid to to ma makkee their their case, case, ArAranda anda eevven en paidpaid 
the the eexpenses xpenses of of the the impecunious impecunious FFaaleir leiroo,, his his brbrother other FFrrancisco ancisco,, andand 
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Ma gellan. Aranda demanded that he recei ve one-fifth of the explor-
er’s would-be benefits , a demand that trig gered a row and stalemate
with Ruy F aleir o.

It w Februar y 1518—the young monar ch and his Flemish 
retinue had been in Castilla for but five months . Ho wever , Charles

to assert his opinion and will. Aranda’s w a
cerns wer e quite justified, since Cristóba l de Har o and Bishop Fonseca
had just secured a mandate, dated Februar y 10, 1518, from the king’s
council, appr oving an expedition to the Moluccas to be commanded 

Aranda w v y welll unscru-by Gomes . According to P , “
pulous character of the crafty Bishop . He feared that Fonseca had
decided to abandon his Seville partners in fa vor of an alliance with
Cristóba l de Har o, who could be infinitely mor e helpful to him in
putting into efect the plans he had already wor ked up with Aranda
and Barbosa.”33

This threat to their plans brought Ruy Faleir o around, and he
ultimately agreed to accor d Aranda a one-eighth shar e in the expedi-
tion. Fe y 23rd, a forma l leg al contract was dr awn
up to this efect whic h is still preserved in the records . Ferdinand’s sig-
natur e to this document appears not as Fernão Ma galhães , the Portu-
guese for m of his name, but Fernando Ma gallanes , the Spanish form,
indicating that his nationality was no w Spanish, and that he was no
longer a subject of  Dom Manuel of  Portug al.”

Gi ven the House of Fug ger’s existing relationship with the king, 
F asked Cristóbal de o to explain the project to Charles in 
order to secure the required royal approval of it. De Haro agreed, but
sug gested that Gomes come along and present the ventur e as his own
idea, ther eby some what dissimulating Fonseca’s and Haro’s pri vate
in vestment. This pr oved to be a mista ke. The rustic and inarticulate
Gomes con veyed the impression that he was a disa fected Portuguese

31. Ibid., 212 14
32. The council was composed of Chièvres , Charles’s chancellor , Adrian of Utrecht, and

Fonseca. Bishop Fonseca’s status as the only Spaniar d on the council meant that the others
(not to mention Charles) had to depend upon his loca l kno wledge, whic h made him primus
inter pares . Chièvres and the royal treasurer , Jean Le Sauv age, wer e to be accorded secret par-

 Gomes’s expedition.
33. Gallez, Cristóbal de Har o, 215
34. Ibid.
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Magellan. Aranda demanded that he receive one-fifth of the explor-
er’s would-be benefits, a demand that triggered a row and stalemate 
with Ruy Faleiro.3311 

s allready beginning con-
cerns were quite justified, since Cristóbal de Haro and Bishop Fonseca 
had just secured a mandate, dated February 10, 1518, from the king’s 
council, approving an expedition to the Moluccas to be commanded 
by Gomes.332 arr Aranda knew very we l tthe he unscru-

It waass February ooff 1518—the young monarch and his Flemish 
retinue had been in Castilla for but five months. However, Charles 
waas ready beginning to assert his opinion and will. Aranda’s con-

2 According to Parr, “ kne er 
pulous character of the crafty Bishop. He feared that Fonseca had 
decided to abandon his Seville partners in favor of an alliance with 
Cristóbal de Haro, who could be infinitely more helpful to him in 
putting into efect the plans he had already worked up with Aranda 
and Barbosa.”33 

hen, “on February 23rd, a formal legal contract was drawn 
up to this efect which is still preserved in the records. Ferdinand’s sig-
nature to this document appears not as Fernão Magalhães, the Portu-
guese form of his name, but Fernando Magallanes, the Spanish form, 
indicating that his nationality was now Spanish, and that he was no 
longer a subject of Dom Manuel of Portugal.”3344 

This threat to their plans brought Ruy Faleiro around, and he 
ultimately agreed to accord Aranda a one-eighth share in the expedi-
tion. AAnd nd tthen, “on bruar 

onseca Har 
order to secure the required royal approval of it. De Haro agreed, but 
suggested that Gomes come along and present the venture as his own 
idea, thereby somewhat dissimulating Fonseca’s and Haro’s private 
investment. This proved to be a mistake. The rustic and inarticulate 
Gomes conveyed the impression that he was a disafected Portuguese 

Given the House of Fugger’s existing relationship with the king, 
Fonseca asked Cristóbal de Haro to explain the project to Charles in 

31. Ibid., 212–14. 
32. The council was composed of Chièvres, Charles’s chancellor, Adrian of Utrecht, and 

Fonseca. Bishop Fonseca’s status as the only Spaniard on the council meant that the others 
(not to mention Charles) had to depend upon his local knowledge, which made him primus 
inter pares. Chièvres and the royal treasurer, Jean Le Sauvage, were to be accorded secret par-
ticipation in the benefits of Gomes’s expedition. ticipation in the benefits of 

33. Gallez, Cristóbal de Haro, 215. 
34. Ibid. 
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trtraitor aitor prproposing oposing to to or orgganize anize and and command command an an end end run run araround ound KingKing 
Manoe Manoell and and into into the the PPorortuguese tuguese spher spheree of of interinterest, est, in in cclear lear violationviolation 
of of  the Tthe T rreaty of eaty of  TTorordesillasdesillas.. 

TThis his ggaavvee both both CharCharles les and and his his cchancehancellor llor,, Adrian, Adrian, the the futurfuturee 
pope, pope, serious serious pause. pause. TThe he latter latter vie viewwed ed Manoe Manoell as as an an aally lly in in Chris-Chris-
tian tian eevvang angeelization, lization, hahaving ving rrecently ecently been been accoraccorded ded bbyy PPope ope LeoLeo XX 
the the eexxcclusi lusivvee rigright ht to to Christianize Christianize the the Orient. Orient. CharCharles les wwas as far far frfromom 
amamused used bbyy the the bblatant latant disrdisregegar ardd of of the the prprer erooggati ativves es of of aa ffeello lloww rulerruler.. 
FurFurtherthermormore, e, tw twoo of of his his sisters sisters,, IsaIsabebella lla and and María, María, had had been been King King 
ManoeManoel’s l’s queen queen consorconsorts ts,, María María hahaving ving just just died died in in 15171517..  FiFivvee months months 
after after this this meeting meeting with with Gomes Gomes,, and and faced faced with with rising rising hostility hostility in in Cas-Cas-
tilla, tilla, CharCharles les wwould ould arrarrang angee aa marria marriaggee betwbetween een his his niece, niece, EleanorEleanor,, 
and and King King ManoeManoel—a l—a strstrategic ategic mo movvee designed designed to to prprececlude lude PPorortuguesetuguese 
supporsupportt ffoor r aa Castilian Castilian rreebebe lllion. lion. SoSo CharChar lles es had had llittle ittle rreason eason to to so so 
bblatantly antalatantly antagonize Manoegonize Manoel.l. 

ClearClearly ly,, it it wwas as necessar necessaryy ffor or the the bishop bishop and and the the bankbanker er to to rreg egrroupoup.. 
FFonseca onseca rrecaecalled lled that that JJuan uan de de ArAranda anda wwas as besieging besieging him him ffor or an an audi-audi-
ence ence to to prpropose opose the the Ma Maggeellan/F llan/Faaleir leiroo initiati initiativve. e. Har Haroo aallo llowwed ed thatthat 
mamaybe ybe he he had had errerred ed in in rrecommending ecommending Gomes Gomes oovver er Ma Maggeellan. llan. ArAranda,anda, 
Ma Maggeellan, llan, and and FFaaleir leiroo met met with with FFonseca onseca and and wwon on him him oovver er.. MaMaggeell--
lan lan and and FFaaleir leiroo made made their their ggeo eoggrraaphica phicall ararguments guments,, bac backked ed bbyy ccharhartsts,, 
mamaps ps,, and and aa gglobe. lobe. Bishop Bishop FFonseca onseca then then secursecured ed ChièChièvrvres’s es’s (se(self-interlf-inter--
ested) ested) supporsupport, t, and and they they both both loblobbied bied Adrian. Adrian. ChanceChancellor llor Adrian Adrian 
wwas as fa favvor oraabbly ly imprimpressed essed bbyy Ma Maggeellanllan’s ’s Christian Christian piety piety .. If If hehe wwas as no no 
arardent dent supporsupporter ter of of the the plan, plan, at at least least his his potentia potentiall opposition opposition hadhad 
been neutr been neutraalized.lized. 

As As wwas as the the custom, custom, CharCharles les wwas as pr proovided vided with with aa précis précis of of hishis 
petitionerpetitioner, in this case pr, in this case preparepared personaed personally blly by Chièy Chièvrvres:es: 

ChièChièvrvres es brbrougought ht out out Ma Maggeellanllan’s ’s nobnoble le ancestr ancestryy,, his his persona personall parparticipa-ticipa-
tion tion in in the the earearlier lier,, herheroic oic PPorortuguese tuguese battles battles in in India India wwhic hichh had had aalrlreadyeady 
begun begun to to assume assume leglegendar endaryy prproporoportions tions,, the the eexxciting citing shipshipwrwrececks ks wwhichichh 
he he had had eexperienced, xperienced, and and the the fact fact that that Ma Maggeellan llan had had rretureturned ned to to PPorortu-tu-
ggaall aa poor poor man man after after se sevven en yyears ears of of contincontinuous uous wwarfararfare, e, wwhile hile most most ofof 
his his ffeellollows ws had had amassed amassed fforortunes tunes.. TThat hat he he had had been been se sevver ereely ly wwoundedounded 
thre times while fighting the Mohammedans and that he had recent
experience in Morocco were also recorded.

35. Ibid., 219

three e times while fighting the Mohammedans and that he had recent 
experience in Morocco were also recorded.3355 

35. Ibid., 219. 
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In In sum, sum, the the document document depicted depicted Ma Maggeellan llan as as “a “a ggaallant llant knigknight,ht, 
aa Christian Christian crusader crusader,, and and aa nanavigvigator ator of of scientifi scientific c competence.”competence.”3 366 

ChièChièvrvres es prpreparepared ed Ma Maggeellan llan ffor or his his rrooyyaall audience audience bbyy sug sugggestingesting 
that that he he emphasize emphasize to to King King CharCharles les that that he he wwas as no no trtraitor aitor,, since since KingKing 
Manoe Manoell had had dismissed dismissed him him with with perpermission mission (at (at least least sor sortt of) of) to to serv servee 
aa ffoorreeign ign mmaster aster.. HeHe wwaas s aalso lso to to sa sayy tthat hat hhe e hhad ad sstrt roong ng eevidence vidence the the 
Moluccas Moluccas wwer eree within within the the Spanish Spanish ororbit bit as as demardemarcated cated bbyy the the TTororde-de-
sillas sillas Line. Line. TThe he point point wwas as to to obobviate viate at at the the outset outset the the tw twoo prime prime objec-objec-
tions tions aaggainst ainst Gomes Gomes.. And And it it wwor orkked. ed. Ma Maggeellan llan and and CharCharles les hit hit itit ooff  
immediateimmediatelyly .. FFor or adadded ded measurmeasure, e, FFonseca onseca brbrougought ht in in the the rrespectedespected 
CristóbaCristóbal de Harl de Haro to endorse the plan.o to endorse the plan. 

WWhile hile the the wily wily bankbanker er kne kneww that that the the point point wwas as to to conconvincevince 
the the king, king, and and not not himsehimself lf,, Har Haroo still still had had his his rreserveservations ations rregegararding ding 
MaMaggeelllan. lan. HHe e kkne neww that that aallll o off FFeerrddinand’s inand’s kn knoowwlledg edgee of of the the South South 
American American coastline coastline wwas as second-hand. second-hand. Har Haroo ffeelt lt that that his his oown wn vvast ast net-net-
wwor orkk pr proovided vided him him with with sounder sounder kno knowwledg ledgee of of the the FFar ar East East than than thatthat 
demonstrdemonstrated ated bbyy the the petitioner petitioner.. FurFurtherthermormore, e, he he wwas as accustomed accustomed toto 
trtreat eat commanders commanders of of his his vvesseessels ls as as sasalaried laried emplo employyees ees,, rrather ather than than asas 
sta stakkeeholders holders,, and and he he wwas as simply simply aappappalled lled bbyy Ma Maggeellanllan’s ’s terterms ms.. HeHe 
listened listened to to the the rrequest equest ffor or ggrreater eater rreewwarards ds than than PPorortug tugaall had had accoraccordedded 
to to BarBartholomeu tholomeu Dias Dias,, VVasco asco da da Gama, Gama, or or AfAfonso onso de de AlbAlbuqueruquerque.que. 
Ne Nevvererthethelessless, Cristóba, Cristóbal pla l playyed his pared his part w t weell.ll. 

In In aa prprofofound ound sense, sense, FFererdinand dinand Ma Maggeellan llan and and Cristóba Cristóball de de HarHaroo 
sharshared ed aa similar similar purpurpose—both pose—both wwer eree anxious anxious to to use use the the souther southernn pas-pas-
sa saggee to to rreac eachh the the Orient. Orient. Ma Maggeellan llan anticipated anticipated rreaealizing lizing the the prpromisedomised 
ggrreeat at wweeaallth th prproofferered ed bbyy hishis cousin,cousin, FFrraancisco ncisco SerrSerrãão o,, inin TTerernate, nate, 
wwhile hile Har Haroo sougsought ht to to underundermine mine PPorortug tugaal’s l’s near near monopoly monopoly of of thethe 
spice spice trtrade. ade. Both Both harharborbored ed persona personall rresentment esentment and and ggrie rievvances ances aaggainstainst 
the the PPorortuguese tuguese monar monarcchh and and wwer eree itcitching hing to to ma makkee King King Manoe Manoell papayy 
deardearly ly ffor or their their ill ill trtreatment. eatment. Both Both sougsought ht persona personall enricenrichment, hment, not not toto 
mention mention po powwer er and and aa place place in in histor historyy,, bbyy pioneering pioneering the the wwesteresterly ly seasea 
rroute oute to to the the Orient. Orient. King King Manoe Manoell wwas as aabout bout to to ffe eeell the the eeffects ects of of thethe 
eextrxtraoraordinarily dinarily long long rreac eachh of of both both his his persistent persistent eex-subject x-subject and and thethe 
House of House of FugFug ggerer.. 

Under the origina plan that had been submitted Ma llan tol by ge
costs of a, wCardina Diogo to defr ve ayl

36. Ibid.
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Under the original plan that had been submitted by Magellan to 
Cardinal Cisneros Diogo BBarbosa as to have defrayed Cisneros, arbosa was ha ed la l ll costs of 

36. Ibid. 



 

 

 

 

67inand MagellanFerd 67 Ferdinand Magellan 

the enture, including outfitting the essels and securing their tradev v
goods in etur or the lusi right to trade with the Moluccas, r n f exc ve .

he ne proposa submitted to King Charles called or cr wn T w l f o
ing, conceding shar of one-twentieth of any and the profits toa e all
Ma llan and leir hile according them equa cocommand (withge Fa o w l
title of “captains ener l”), as as ten-year lusi (and heredi-g a well a exc ve
tary) privileg to or anize futur Spanish xploration of the Orient.e g e e
onseca liked aspects of the ne proposal, since it emo ed DiogoF w r v

Barbosa’s control and placed the entur squar ly in the bishop’sv e e
hands—subject only to the liens of Ma llan and F leirge a o.

It ww prepared to Mavident that Charles ppr a ove gee
project on the spot, and hile onseca and Har ould ha liked to w F o w ve
quib le er details ther as sense of ur enc Undoubtedly the . ,b ov , e w a g y

ortuguese ould protest. So the bishop and banker ur ed CharlesP w g
to accept Ma llan’s terms as presented—confident that they couldge
subsequently undermine them. Of thetwenty-tw thousand ducats too
fund the xpedition, the cr wn put up the majority Cristóba de Hare o . l o
pr vided tw thousand, and he and Bishop onseca between themo o F

eed to pa or the ships’ pr visions and the goods or trading withagr y f o f
the nati esv .

confident Ma llan obtained ather or essels and setA ge five r w n v
bout immediately epairing and them with cannon, since seaa r a

battle with the ortuguese some her long the seemed possi-P w e a way
Duarte Barbosa as sent to Bilbao to secur cannonsb ev e . w e ,

arms and armor or the Basque, Captain Artieta, ent to , f A w
kaia, accompanied Duarte Barbosa, to obtain ships’ stores from by

these er handlers Artieta pur hased the rinidad xpedition’s c T , ev al c .
, v l, . aIt is destined ictoria the Vin esse

to become the to circumnavigate the lobe, as constructed in g w
1515 in the Basque town of Zarautz. 

37. Indeed, the Portuguese ambassador in Sevilla did so and also advised his monar ch to
interdict the Spanish initiati ve by ofering Ma gellan a hig h post bac k in Portug al. King Mano-
el’s advisors refused this advice.

38. Hermann Kellenbenz, Los Fug ger en España y Portug al hasta 1560 (Salamanca: Junta
de Castilla y Léon, Consejería de Educación y Cultura, 2000), 215

39. Gallez, Cristóbal de Har o, 228
40. Victor María de Sola, Juan Sebastián de Elcano: Ensay o biográfico (Bilbao: La Editorial

Vizcaína, 1962), 165

the venture, including outfitting the vessels and securing their trade 
goods, in return for the exclusive right to trade with the Moluccas. 

financ-The new proposal submitted to King Charles called for crown financ-
ing, conceding a share of one-twentieth of any and all the profits to 
Magellan and Faleiro while according them equal cocommand (with 
title of “captains general”), as well as a ten-year exclusive (and heredi-
tary) privilege to organize future Spanish exploration of the Orient. 
Fonseca liked aspects of the new proposal, since it removed Diogo 
Barbosa’s control and placed the venture squarely in the bishop’s 
hands—subject only to the liens of Magellan and Faleiro. 

It was was lan’’s as evident that Charles as prepared to approve Magelllan s 
project on the spot, and while Fonseca and Haro would have liked to 
quib ble over details , ther e was a sense of ur genc y . Undoubtedly, the 
Portuguese would protest.37 37 So the bishop and banker urged Charles 
to accept Magellan’s terms as presented—confident that they could 
subsequently undermine them. Of thetwenty-two thousand ducats to 
fund the expedition, the crown put up the majority. Cristóbal de Haro 
provided two thousand, and he and Bishop Fonseca between them 
agreed to pay for the ships’ provisions and the goods for trading with 
the nati ves .3388 

A confident Magellan obtained five rather worn vessels and set 
fitting about immediately repairing and fitting them with cannon, since a sea 

battle with the Portuguese somewhere along the way seemed possi-
blle, e, even likely. Duarte Barbosa was sent to Bilbao to secure cannons, en lik ly 

fleet. Biz-arms, and armor for the fleet. A Basque, Captain Artieta, went to Biz-
kaia, accompanied by Duarte Barbosa, to obtain ships’ stores from 
se ver al chandlers .3939 Artieta purchased the Trinidad, the expedition’s 
fla ship, ilbao. also aid hat he , v l gship in B lso s that t esse flag Bilbao It is said t the Victoria the destined 

first to become the first to circumnavigate the globe, was constructed in 
1515 in the Basque town of Zarautz.4040 

37. Indeed, the Portuguese ambassador in Sevilla did so and also advised his monarch to 
interdict the Spanish initiative by ofering Magellan a high post back in Portugal. King Mano-
el’s advisors refused this advice. 

38. Hermann Kellenbenz, Los Fugger en España y Portugal hasta 1560 (Salamanca: Junta 
de Castilla y Léon, Consejería de Educación y Cultura, 2000), 215. 

39. Gallez, Cristóbal de Haro, 228. 
40. Victor María de Sola, Juan Sebastián de Elcano: Ensayo biográfico (Bilbao: La Editorial 

Vizcaína, 1962), 165. 
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as no that onseca and Har conspired to econfigurIt w F o r ew
the xpedition to suit their wn purposes he order of usi-e o . T b
ness as to isolate Ma llan. ithout eally showing his hand, thew ge W r
bishop adroitly mana ed to embroil uan de Aranda in punishing g J a

onseca himself) egarding the councilor’s lawsuit (presided ov by F r
presumed conflict of interest in having secured persona contracta l
or one-eighth of the proceeds of the xpedition. Aranda’s career asf e w

ecti ly destr ed; he as emo ed from the Council of the Indiesef ve oy w r v ,
and his contract as oided. onseca then hoodwinked the mercuriaw v F l
and obstreperous uy leir with the promise of sole command ofR Fa o a
second, ollow-up xpedition, in etur or linquishing his contrac-f e r n f re
tua laim on the leir withdr from the enture—therl c Fa o ew v eby
creating a key vacancy in its leadership.

onseca’s next mo as to engineer an artificia funding crisisF ve w l by
presenting the cr wn with the bill or its our-thousand-ducat o f f
mitment. easurer Sauv (Fonseca’s coconspirator and Chièvres’ Tr age

hundred thousand ducats partner in looting the Spanish treasur ofy a
monthly) informed his monar that ther as no aila le money toch e w av b
meet the commitment. Ho er Cristóba de Har and the Housewev , l o
of Fug er possibly could be pr ailed upon to assume the cr wn’sg ev o
commitment. he banker of course, eed and personally underT , agr -
took the preparations or the xpedition, as ll. Both he and thef e we
bishop became major in estors in the project. onseca dissimulatedv F
his conflict of interest employing surr ates and associates Heby og .
entered subscription of thousand mar edís in the name of hisa av
illegitimate son, uan de Carta ena. Mean hile, Har in ested bothJ g w o v
the House of Fug er’s and his wn esources Gi en his xperienceg o r . v e
with Orienta trade, he included his persona stash of ingots and ironl l
bars to be traded or spices in the Moluccas So at stroke, the cr wnf . a o
had been luded from direct participation in the profits and Diogoexc ,
Barbosa (whose po er base ested in his influence on the council andw r
the Casa de Antillas) had been e ecti ly isolated.f ve

he tw cabalists then sought to undermine Ma llan’s authorT o ge -
ity within the command of the e-vesse he captain ener fiv l T g al

as obviously going to command the Rw fla ,gship the rinidad T ,
leir as coequa at that point, and erdinand intended to Fa o a l F

pic the commanders of the others But then onseca convinced thek . F
king that ther should be Spanish commander as ll, with equae a , we l
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It was now that Fonseca and Har o conspired to reconfigur e 
first the expedition to suit their own purposes. The first order of busi-

ness was to isolate Magellan. Without really showing his hand, the 
bishop adroitly managed to embroil Juan de Aranda in a punishing 
lawsuit (presided over er by Fonseca himself) regarding the councilor’s 
presumed conflict of interest in having secured a personal contract 
for one-eighth of the proceeds of the expedition. Aranda’s career was 
efectively destroyed; he was removed from the Council of the Indies, 
and his contract was voided. Fonseca then hoodwinked the mercurial 
and obstreperous Ruy Faleiro with the promise of sole command of a 
second, follow-up expedition, in return for relinquishing his contrac-

first. tual claim on the first. Faleiro withdrew from the venture—thereby 
creating a key vacancy in its leadership. 

Fonseca’s next move was to engineer an artificial funding crisis by 
com-presenting the crown with the bill for its four-thousand-ducat com-

mitment. Treasurer Sauvage (Fonseca’s coconspirator and Chièvres’ 
partner in looting the Spanish treasury of a hundred thousand ducats 
monthly) informed his monarch that there was no available money to 
meet the commitment. However, Cristóbal de Haro and the House 
of Fugger possibly could be prevailed upon to assume the crown’s 
commitment. The banker, of course, agreed and personally under-
took the preparations for the expedition, as well. Both he and the 
bishop became major investors in the project. Fonseca dissimulated 
his conflict of interest by employing surrogates and associates. He 

fifty entered a subscription of fifty thousand maravedís in the name of his 
illegitimate son, Juan de Cartagena. Meanwhile, Haro invested both 
the House of Fugger’s and his own resources. Given his experience 
with Oriental trade, he included his personal stash of ingots and iron 
bars to be traded for spices in the Moluccas. So at a stroke, the crown 
had been excluded from direct participation in the profits, and Diogo 
Barbosa (whose power base rested in his influence on the council and 
the Casa de Antillas) had been efectively isolated. 

The two cabalists then sought to undermine Magellan’s author-
fleet. ity within the command of the five-vessel fleet. The captain general 

was obviously going to command the fla , with Ruy gship the Trinidad, with uy 
hand-Faleiro as a coequal at that point, and Ferdinand intended to hand-

pick the commanders of the others. But then Fonseca convinced the 
king that there should be a Spanish commander, as well, with equal 
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authority authority,, and and CharCharles les signed signed aa letter letter to to the the boar boardd of of the the Casa Casa dede 
AntillasAntillas to to that that eeffect, ect, orordering dering it it to to ma makkee the the aappointment ppointment and and sug-sug-
ggesting esting they they consider consider JJuan uan de de CarCarta taggena. ena. TThe he nominee nominee possessed possessed onlyonly 
one one rreaea ll crcredentiaedentia ll—he —he wwas as FFonseca’s onseca’s “nephe“nephe ww.” .”4 41 1 MaMaggeelllan lan iintended ntended 
to to utilize utilize the the PPorortuguese tuguese pilots pilots wwho ho came came with with him him to to Spain. Spain. But But thenthen 
FFonseca onseca pr preevvailed ailed upon upon him, him, in in the the spirit spirit of of rreconciliation, econciliation, to to acceptaccept 
the the aappointment ppointment of of Este Estevvâo âo Gomes Gomes as as his his cchief hief pilot. pilot. In In concurring,concurring, 
FFererdinand dinand wwas as una unawwar aree that that Gomes Gomes,, his his distant distant rreelati lativvee and and ostensi-ostensi-
bble le colleacolleague, gue, wwas as actuaactually lly quite quite jeajealous lous and and embitterembittered. ed. Este Estevvâoâo wwaas s 
no noww in in lealeague gue with with FFonseca onseca and and Har Haroo,, cchar hargged ed with with engineeringengineering aa 
mmutiny on the higutiny on the high seash seas.. 

It It wwas as bbut ut aa sma smallll matter matter to to insininsinuate, uate, bbyy means means of of rrooyyaall ororders ders,,442 2 

other other kkey ey personne personnell wwho ho wwould ould aaffect ect the the eexpedition—a xpedition—allll with with larlarggee 
sasalaries laries.. FFonseca onseca mana managged ed to to rremo emovvee the the trtreasureasurer er of of the the Casa Casa dede 
Antillas Antillas,, Doctor Doctor Matienzo Matienzo,, aa cclose lose friend friend of of DioDiogo go BarBarbosa, bosa, rreplac-eplac-
ing ing him him with with the the bishop’s bishop’s lo loyyaalist, list, Luis Luis de de MendoMendoza. za. TTher heree wwouldould 
no no longlonger er be be any any ooffcia ciall fifisca sca ll scrutiny scrutiny of of or or opposition opposition to to de de HarHaro’so’s 
aaggenda. enda. JJuan uan de de CarCarta taggena ena wwas as gi givven en command command of of aa vvesse essell and and namednamed 
to to the the imporimportant tant post post of of vvedor edor ggenerener aall (o(ovverseer) erseer) ofof the the flfleet. eet. His His perper --
sona sonall friend, friend, Antonio Antonio Quesada, Quesada, wwas as named named cacaptain ptain of of another another shipship.. 
Antonio Antonio de de Coca, Coca, aa FFonseca onseca family family bastar bastardd (son (son of of the the bishop bishop or or pos-pos-
sibsibly ly of of his his brbrother other Antonio), Antonio), wwas as made made comptrcomptroller oller of of the the flfleet. eet. JJereró-ó-
nimo nimo GuerrGuerra, a, either either “nephe“nephew” w” or or adopted adopted son son of of Cristóba Cristóball de de HarHaroo 
(a (a supposed supposed bacbachehelor), lor), wwas as made made an an accountant. accountant. FinaFinally lly,, the the SpaniarSpaniardd 
GonzaGonzalo lo Gómez Gómez de de Espinosa Espinosa wwas as made made the the ser serggeant-at-areant-at-arms ms,, or or cchiefhief 
police police ooffcercer,, ofof thethe eexpedition.xpedition. TThishis,, hohowweevverer,, wwouldould turturnn outout badlybadly 
ffor or the the bishop bishop and and bankbanker er,, since since Ma Maggeellan llan immediateimmediately ly rrecoecognizedgnized 
Espinosa’s imporEspinosa’s importance and successfully culti tance and successfully cultivvated his lo ated his loyyaaltylty..443 3 

It It wwas as aalso lso aabout bout this this time time that that an an ItaItalian, lian, Antonio Antonio PigPigafafetta,etta, 
sho showwed ed up up in in SeSevilla villa with with CharCharles’s les’s rrooyyaall rrecommendation ecommendation that that hehe 

41. It is quite lik ely that he was the bishop’s illegitimate son. It was common custom at that
time to refer to bastard sons as nephews, particularly those sired by cler gymen.

42. It seems lik ely that Fonseca emplo yed a combination of persuasion and dissimulation in
his dealings with Charles . The bishop ma y welll ha ve authored many key documents and then
included them among many others awaiting perfunctor y royal signature. This tactic would
ha ve been facilitated by the monar ch’s reliance upon Fonseca in dealing with an increasingly
resti ve Spain while pursuing his own external a genda to become the Holy Roman emperor.

43. Parr , Ferdinand Magellan , 227 34.
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41. It is quite likely that he was the bishop’s illegitimate son. It was common custom at that 
time to refer to bastard sons as nephews, particularly those sired by clergymen. 

42. It seems likely that Fonseca employed a combination of persuasion and dissimulation in 
his dealings with Charles. The bishop may we l have authored many key documents and then 
included them among many others awaiting perfunctory royal signature. This tactic would 
have been facilitated by the monarch’s reliance upon Fonseca in dealing with an increasingly 
restive Spain while pursuing his own external agenda to become the Holy Roman emperor. 

43. Parr, Ferdinand Magellan, 227–34. 
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be included in the xpedition. It seems lik ly that he as the eyes ande e w
ears of enice—supported Cristóba de Har gi en the House ofV by l o, v
Fug er’s xtensi in olvement in that city-state. Pigafetta sailed ong e ve v
the gship and became an ardent admirer of Ma llan. He ouldfla ge w
pr vide the best account of the v e.o oyag

he pparent coup de âce came hen onseca convinced CharlesT a gr w F
that ther er too many ormer ortuguese nationals of dubious loy-e w e f P
lty in olved and secured order limiting them to tota of e.a v a royal a l fiv

Ho er hile it might seem that no the triumph of the bishop’swev , w by w
and the banker’s “anti-Ma llan coup” as complete, ther as onege w e w
ca eat. erdinand etained the king’s espect and admiration. Inv F r r a
face-to-face meeting, the captain ener convinced Charles to escindg al r
the order Ma llan as originally authorized to name twenty-four. ge w

ortuguese to the xpedition—tw lv to be nominated him andP e e e by
the other dozen Charles himself to underscor his suppor of theby e t
captain ener l. Ma llan then lithely ignored his monar h’s quotag a ge b c
and hired thirty-se en Portuguese nationals in all.v 44

ey ortuguese pla ers in the xpedition er Ma llan’s nepheK P y e w e ge w,
Álvar de Mesquita (who came from ortug to join the enture);o P al v a
pa e, Cristóba belo; the captain ener l’s friend and latig l Ra g a re ve by
marria e, Duarte Barbosa; Este âo Gomes (who in the ent,g v , ev w
no supporter); Ma llan’s cousin, oão Serrão; and Enrique, erdi-ge J F
nand’s her er lso some ortuguese pilots most nota lyv T e w e a P , b
oão Lopes Carv lho In ener l, ecruitment or the pr edJ a . g a r f voyage ov

di cult, and the ultimate ma eup of the -member e wf k
thoroughly international. In their umber as contingent of thirty-n w a
fiv 13 percent of the total.

Basque destined or historica T e f l gr as w
uan Sebastián de Elcano (Elkano). His earlier career is some hatJ w

44. Ibid., 245 50
45. J. Ignacio Telletxea Idigoras , “Vascos y mar en el siglo XVI,” in Itsasoa: El mar de 

Euskalerria, La natur aleza, el hombr e y su historia , vol 4, ed. Enrique Ayerbe (Donostia-San
Sebastián: Eusk o Kultur Er agintza Etor , 1988) 175, and Segundo de Ispizúa, Historia de los 
vascos en América (Bilbao: Impr. J. A. de Lerchundi, 1914), 196 200. We know the birthplace
of thirty-thre ee of these men. Twenty-one wer e from Bizkaia, including se ven from the small
coasta l town of Bermeo . Ther e wer e also nine Gipuzkoans and thr ee Na varrese. P. Pablo Pas-
tells , El descubrimiento del Estrecho de Mag allanes: En conmemoración del IV centenario ,
vols. (Madrid: Sucesores de Ri vadeneyra, 1920), 207 27). 
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be included in the expedition. It seems likely that he was the eyes and 
ears of Venice—supported by Cristóbal de Haro, given the House of 
Fugger’s extensive involvement in that city-state. Pigafetta sailed on 
the flagship and became an ardent admirer of Magellan. He would 
provide the best account of the voyage. 

The apparent coup de grâce came when Fonseca convinced Charles 
that there were too many former Portuguese nationals of dubious loy-
alty involved and secured a royal order limiting them to a total of five. 
However, while it might seem that by now the triumph of the bishop’s 
and the banker’s “anti-Magellan coup” was complete, there was one 
caveat. Ferdinand retained the king’s respect and admiration. In a 
face-to-face meeting, the captain general convinced Charles to rescind 
the order. Magellan was originally authorized to name twenty-four 
Portuguese to the expedition—twelve to be nominated by him and 
the other dozen by Charles himself to underscore his support of the 
captain general. Magellan then blithely ignored his monarch’s quota 
and hired thirty-seven Portuguese nationals in all.44 

265 pedition as 
thoroughly international. In their number was a contingent of thirty-
five squese BasquesBa , representing about 45 

sla 
João Lopes Carvalho. In general, recruitment for the voyage proved 
difcult, and the ultimate makeup of the 265-member exxpedition was 

Key Portuguese players in the expedition were Magellan’s nephew, 
Álvaro de Mesquita (who came from Portugal to join the venture); a 
page, Cristóbal Rabelo; the captain general’s friend and relative by 
marriage, Duarte Barbosa; Estevâo Gomes (who, in the event, awass 
no supporter); Magellan’s cousin, João Serrão; and Enrique, Ferdi-
nand’s sla eve.. There were also some Portuguese pilots, most notably 

he xpedition s eatness was 
Juan Sebastián de Elcano (Elkano). His earlier career is somewhat 

, representing about 13 percent of the total.45 

The expedition’’s Basque destined for historical greatness 

44. Ibid., 245–50. 
45. J. Ignacio Telletxea Idigoras, “Vascos y mar en el siglo XVI,” in Itsasoa: El mar de 

Euskalerria, La naturaleza, el hombre y su historia, vol 4, ed. Enrique Ayerbe (Donostia-San 
Sebastián: Eusko Kultur Eragintza Etor, 1988) 175, and Segundo de Ispizúa, Historia de los 
vascos en América (Bilbao: Impr. J. A. de Lerchundi, 1914), 196–200. We know the birthplace 
of thirty-thr e of these men. Twenty-one were from Bizkaia, including seven from the small 
coastal town of Bermeo. There were also nine Gipuzkoans and three Navarrese. P. Pablo Pas-
tells, El descubrimiento del Estrecho de Magallanes: En conmemoración del IV centenario, 2 
vols. (Madrid: Sucesores de Rivadeneyra, 1920), 1:207–27). 
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shrshrouded, ouded, aalthoug lthoughh he he seems seems to to ha havvee been been bor bornn into into the the petty petty nobil-nobil-
ity ity of of the the GipuzkGipuzkoan oan coasta coastall totown wn of of Getaria, Getaria, to to aa family family of of mod-mod-
est est circircumstances cumstances.. He He learlearned ned his his seamanship seamanship in in the the CantaCantabrian brian Sea,Sea, 
possibpossibly ly wwororking king in in the the fishing fishing fleet fleet and/or and/or thrthroug oughh in invvolvolvement ement in in 
the the contr contraaband band trtrade ade with with neigneighboring hboring FFrrance. ance. InIn 15071507,,  at at the the aaggee of of 
twtwentyenty,, ElkanoElkano wwaass aa sailor sailor on on one one of of the the many many ships ships trtransfansferring erring aa 
victorious victorious Spanish Spanish ararmy my frfrom om ItaItaly ly to to VVaalencia. lencia. TTwwoo yyears ears later later,, hehe 
wwas as the the master master of of one one that that carried carried the the crusading crusading ffororce ce led led bbyy CarCardinadinall 
CisnerCisneros a os aggainst the Norainst the North African strth African strongonghold of hold of  OrOran.an. 

In In the the afteraftermath math of of the the OrOran an triumph, triumph, the the pope pope bblessed lessed Span-Span-
ish ish KingKing FFeerrnando’s nando’s neneww crusade. crusade. TThe he cacallll ffor or vvesseesse lls s wwent ent out, out, and and 
GipuzkGipuzkoa oa aalone lone supplied supplied aabout bout one one hundrhundred, ed, one one of of wwhic hichh wwas as nonoww 
oowned wned and and cacaptained ptained bbyy Elkano Elkano.. TThe he SpaniarSpaniards ds conquerconquered ed TTripoli,ripoli, 
bbut ut then then su sufferered ed rreevversaersals ls.. WWhen hen the the cr croown wn failed failed to to pa payy the the cam-cam-
paignpaign’s ’s costs costs in in aa timetimely ly fashion, fashion, the the yyoung oung Elkano Elkano wwas as una unabble le toto 
meet meet his his fifinancia nancia ll obobligligations ations.. He He ended ended up up losing losing title title to to his his twtwo-o-
hundrhundred-toned-ton sshiphip toto mermercchants hants associated associated with with the the DukDuk ee ofof SaSavvooyy .. 
TThat, hat, in in turturn, n, placed placed him him on on the the wrwrong ong side side of of the the lalaw—the w—the sasale le oror 
trtransfansfer er ofof aa Spanish Spanish vvesseesse ll toto any any ffororeigner eigner wwas as prpr oohibited.hibited.446 6 HeHe wwas as 
lia liabble le ffor or the the amount amount of of the the trtransfansfer er,, subject subject to to confiscation confiscation of of hahalf lf ofof 
his prhis properopertyty, and at risk of , and at risk of  furfurther triather trial and punishment.l and punishment.4477 

It It seems seems that that Elkano Elkano disadisappearppeared ed ffor or aa wwhile hile and and became became aa fugi-fugi-
titivvee. . HoHowweevveerr,, bbyy 15191519, , hehe wwas as in in SeSevilla, villa, and and his his sailing sailing eexperiencexperience 
landed landed him him aa hig highh position position in in Ma Maggeellanllan’s ’s flfleet eet as as master master (second (second in in 
command)command) ofof thethe ConceConcepciónpción ,, cacaptained ptained bbyy Gaspar Gaspar de de Quesada.Quesada.448 8 

AccorAccording to Mairin Mitcding to Mairin Mitchehell,ll, 

At At this this time time the the majority majority of of the the ooffciacials ls of of the the Casa Casa de de ContrContratación atación 
wwer eree Basques Basques,, aa fact fact parpartly tly due due to to their their aaptitude ptitude ffor or accountanc accountancyy .. TThhe e 
TTrreasureasurer er wwas as aa Bizca Bizcayyan, an, so so wwas as the the principa principall tectechnica hnicall adadviser viser on on arartil-til-
lerlery; y; the the cchief hief factor factor,, the the cchief hief contador contador (accountant) (accountant) and and six six other other con-con-

46. Spain possessed superior na val technolo gy vis-à-vis that of other European countries,
with the possible exception of the Portuguese. Consequently , it was treated as a carefully
guarded state secret. Maurice G. Holmes , From New Spain by Sea to the Californias 1519 
1668 (Glendale: Arthur H. Clark, 1963), 139 41.

47. Mairin Mitchell, Elcano: The First Circumnavigator (London: Herder Publications ,
1958), 35 39

48. Carlos Cla vería Arza, Los vascos en el mar (Pamplona: Editoria l Aramburu, 1966),
133 34
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46. Spain possessed superior naval technology vis-à-vis that of other European countries, 
with the possible exception of the Portuguese. Consequently, it was treated as a carefully 
guarded state secret. Maurice G. Holmes, From New Spain by Sea to the Californias 1519– 
1668 (Glendale: Arthur H. Clark, 1963), 139–41. 

47. Mairin Mitchell, Elcano: The First Circumnavigator (London: Herder Publications, 
1958), 35–39. 

48. Carlos Clavería Arza, Los vascos en el mar (Pamplona: Editorial Aramburu, 1966), 
133–34. 
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tadores er from Elcano’s wn Pr vince of Guipuzcoa. Earlier one ofw e o o ,
them, Ibarrola, had served in the Casa de Contratación or many ears;f y

he as he a grJ ww Sebastian,lated to re ofa
easurer ho as Ma llan’s principa sponsor at the Casa, and onTr , w w ge l

the losest of terms with the Captain-Gener of the eet no in prepa-c al fl w
ation. Ibarrola therefore, as kinsman of Elcano and as possessingr a ,
friend in common with Ma llan, as doubly qualified to help uana ge w J

Sebastian to get appointed to one of the fi e shipsv .

ecruiters of mariners from the Casa de Contratación ocusedR f
upon the Basque Countr and with the prospect of serving undery,
Elkano, a contingent of at least two dozen men signed on to etherg .

Despite of the machinations of the banker and bishop theal ,
haracter of the xpedition as eatly influenced the endas ofc e w gr by ag

the increasingly asserti e young monar h:v c

Don Don CharCharles les wwas as sincer sincereely ly rresolvesolved ed to to rrespect espect the the rigrights hts of of Dom Dom ManManueuell 
to to the the eexxcclusi lusivvee colonia coloniall eexploitation xploitation of of the the ararea ea assigned assigned to to PPorortugtugaall bbyy 
trtreaty eaty,, bbut ut he he wwas as equaequally lly deterdetermined mined to to asser assertt his his oown wn rigrights hts.. On On FFeebb--
ruar ruaryy 2020, , 15191519,,  he he sent sent Dom Dom ManManue uell an an amica amicabble le persona personall letter letter assur assur--
ing ing him him that that FFererdinand dinand Ma Maggeellanllan’s ’s ararmada mada wwould ould contincontinuously uously rremainemain 
in in Spanish Spanish wwaters aters and and wwould ould in in no no manner manner trtrespass espass in in the the PPorortuguesetuguese 
zone. zone. TThis his ingingenenuous uous commcommunication unication frfrom om his his candid candid brbrotherother-in-la-in-laww 
made made Dom Dom ManManue uell furious furious because because of of its its cacalm lm assumption assumption that that MaMalucoluco 
la layy on on the the Spanish Spanish side side of of the the didivision vision line. line. InterInternationa nationall conditionsconditions 
had had cchanghanged, ed, and and Dom Dom ManManue uell did did not not hold hold the the diplomatic diplomatic wwhip hip handhand 
oovver er this this eexasperxasperating ating bo boyy as as he he had had heheld ld it it oovver er his his ggrrandfather andfather,, Don Don 
FFeerrddinand inand ofof ArAraaggon. on. TThhe e FFrreenc nchh wwaar r wwas as oovveerr ,, and and both both Sicily Sicily and and 
Na Navvarr arree no noww wwer eree saf safeely ly Spanish; Spanish; hence hence PPorortug tugaall could could no no longlonger er plaplayy 
FFrrance ance aaggainst ainst Spain. Spain. Ambassador Ambassador AlvAlvar aroo de de Costa Costa had had little little means means ofof 
aapplying pplying prpressur essuree upon upon Don Don CharCharles les,, wwhom hom he he no noww bebelatedly latedly rreaealizedlized 
wwas as wwholeholehearheartedly tedly in in fa favvor or of of the the eexpedition. xpedition. Its Its ad advventur enturee aappeappealedled 
to to the the King’s King’s yyouthful, outhful, action-starvaction-starved ed spirit, spirit, bbut ut he he wwas as aalso lso aawwar aree thatthat 
its its success success wwould ould ma makkee his his rule rule popular popular with with the the Spanish Spanish people, people, and and itsits 
fifinancianancia ll rretureturns ns wwould ould hehelp lp pa payy ooff  the the heaheavy vy dedebts bts he he wwas as incurring incurring inin 
the ethe elector lectoraal campaign fl campaign for the cr or the croown of wn of the Holy Rthe Holy Roman oman EmpirEmpire.e.51 51

49. Mitchell, Elcano , 42
50. Parr , Ferdinand Magellan , 249
51. Ibid., 241
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as related to uan Sebastian, and eat f the al friend of t 
Treasurer, who was Magellan’s principal sponsor at the Casa, and on 
the closest of terms with the Captain-General of the fleet now in prepa-
ration. Ibarrola therefore, as a kinsman of Elcano, and as possessing 
a friend in common with Magellan, was doubly qualified to help Juan 

tadores were from Elcano’s own Province of Guipuzcoa. Earlier, one of 
them, Ibarrola, had served in the Casa de Contratación for many years; 
he was Juan and he was so lso a great riend he 

49 Sebastian to get appointed to one of the fi ve ships .49 

Recruiters of mariners from the Casa de Contratación focused 
upon the Basque Country, and with the prospect of serving under 
Elkano, a contingent of at least two dozen men signed on to gether .50 50

l Despite all of the machinations of the banker and bishop, the 
character of the expedition was greatly influenced by the agendas of 
the increasingly assertive young monarch: 

49. Mitchell, Elcano, 42. 
50. Parr, Ferdinand Magellan, 249. 
51. Ibid., 241. 
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It equired an inordinate ear and half to prepar the r y a e e
tion, far mor time than or any other Spanish xpedition to date.e f e
Of no sma impor er the shady machinations of the ortuguesell t w e P
consul in Sevilla, Sebastían Álvarez. He ynically stirred up popularc
demonstrations and opposition among Spanish pilots ainst theag
“foreign (that is ortuguese) haracter of the enture. He pla ed” , P c v y
to the cupidity of cials of the Casa de Antillas not to mentionof ,
Chièvres and Sauv themselves with bribes that ostered dela andage , f y
ensured that ther ould be shorting in the pr visioning of the e w o
Indeed, in A of 1519 frustrated Charles simply ordered the , a

yto sail without further dela held At the solemn mass of far. ewell
in riana, the captains ed to ollo the course ordained Ma T vow f w by ge
lan and obey him in erything et according to Pigafetta, “Thr ofev . Y ee
the commanders [Mendoza, Carta ho took thisg
solemn oath er lready secretly committed to utiny ainst himw e a m ag
and to urder him as soon as the occasion might permit. Don Anto-m
nio wrote in his journa at this time, ‘The captains hate him ceed-l ex

ortuguese and they ingly do w P, I w unless because he why
Spanish.’”

Ma llan as orced to halt the in Sanlúcar de Barrameda—ge w f
having disco ered that supplies listed in the ships’ ledgers er simplyv w e
missing 53 It ould ta another month befor the captain ener as. w ke e g al w
prepared to put out to sea, which he did on September 20 1519, .

At Sea at Last

om the outset, Ma llan lked the thinnest of lines between hisFr ge wa
suppor and his many ad ersaries In addition to the interna seditiont v . l
epresented onseca’s and Haro’s ents as he departed Spain,r by F ag ,

the captain ener had to be on guar ainst Barbar pirates andg al d ag y
possible ortuguese sent to interdict the xpedition. In pointa P e

of fact, ther er rumors that King Manoe had dispatched thre w e l ee
to stop Ma llan south of the Canar Islands anotherge y ,

to bar his possible hang of course to eac the Orient oundingc e r h by r

52. Ibid., 256
53. Ibid., 253 55
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xpedi-It required an inordinate year and a half to prepare the expedi-
tion, far more time than for any other Spanish expedition to date. 
Of no small import were the shady machinations of the Portuguese 
consul in Sevilla, Sebastían Álvarez. He cynically stirred up popular 
demonstrations and opposition among Spanish pilots against the 
“foreign” (that is, Portuguese) character of the venture. He played 
to the cupidity of ofcials of the Casa de Antillas, not to mention 
Chièvres and Sauvage themselves, with bribes that fostered delay and 

fleet. ensured that there would be shorting in the provisioning of the fleet. 
Indeed, in Augustugust of 1519, a frustrated Charles simply ordered the 
flfleet y eet to sail without further dela . At the solemn mass of farewell held 
in Triana, the captains vowed to follow the course ordained by Mag l-el-
lan and obey him in everything. Yet according to Pigafetta, “Three of 

ena, and Quesada] wthe commanders [Mendoza, Cartagena, and Quesada] who took this 
solemn oath were already secretly committed to mutiny against him 
and to murder him as soon as the occasion might permit. Don Anto-
nio wrote in his journal at this time, ‘The captains hate him exceed-
ingly, I do not ow was as Portuguese and they not knkno why unless because he 
Spanish.’”5252 

fleet Magellan was forced to halt the fleet in Sanlúcar de Barrameda— 
having discovered that supplies listed in the ships’ ledgers were simply 
missing.53 It would take another month before the captain general was 
prepared to put out to sea, which he did on September 20, 1519. 

At Sea at Last 

From the outset, Magellan walked the thinnest of lines between his 
support and his many adversaries. In addition to the internal sedition 
represented by Fonseca’s and Haro’s agents, as he departed Spain, 
the captain general had to be on guard against Barbary pirates and 

fleet a possible Portuguese fleet sent to interdict the expedition. In point 
of fact, there were rumors that King Manoel had dispatched three 
fleets—one fleets—one to stop Magellan south of the Canary Islands, another 
to bar his possible change of course to reach the Orient by rounding 

52. Ibid., 256. 
53. Ibid., 253–55. 
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South Africa, and thir to the Spice Islands themselves to confronta d
Ma llan should he mana e to complete his westerly v e.ge g oyag

he eached the Canar Islands without incident, andT r y
hile there, Ma llan ecei ed or from Diogo Barbosa that itw ge r v w d w

no common kno ledg in Sevilla that the thr captains plannedw w e ee
to utiny and kill him should he esist. her as lso an cellentm r T e w a ex
hance that throug their ents the ortuguese kne the precisec h ag , P w

course that Ma llan had presuma ly eed to ollo befor deparge b agr f w e
ing Spain and er preparing their ambush. It as possible thatw e w ev
onseca as in league with the ortuguese under an accor herF w P d w eby

Ma llan and his inner cir le ould be arrested and emo ed to ge c w r v
bon or tria hile the xpedition under Carta ena ould be llo edf l w e g w a w
to proceed, but with limited objecti esv .

In any ent, Ma llan mana ed to outmaneuver the attempts ofev ge g
Carta ena to goad him into confrontation er his hang of courseg a ov c e
south of the Canar Islands erdinand hug ed the African coast andy . F g
then deliberately sailed into an area of notorious doldrums her the. T e

as becalmed or thr ks and the men su ered considerw f e wee , f -
ly from heat and educed ations Ho er Ma llan had therab r r . wev , ge eby

luded the ortuguese (who up their sear h) and had frustratede P gave c
the plans of his duplicitous captains ather than falling or their bait. R f
after the latant insubordination that as designed to bring b w
ters to head between the thr captains and their captain ener l,a e g a
erdinand lured his ad ersaries into meeting at hic they shoF v a w h w

their cards Ma llan had prepared his esponse. hen Carta ena. ge r W g
openly lurted out his demand that Ma llan linquish command, b ge re
at Ma llan’s signal, the essel’s master at arms the ge v , a ,
Espinosa, entered the oom with guards and arrested the belligerentr
captain for mutiny.

Captain Luis de Mendoza, member of the anti-Ma llan cabal,a ge
pleaded or Ma llan to let him ha custody of Carta ena. hisf ge ve g T w

eed, ut shor time later Carta ena as le to or anize anotheragr b a t , g w ab g
near utiny in league with Antonio de Coca and orldly la priest,m a w y

ather edr Sánchez de eina, ho ent from ship to ship enterF P o R w w
ing the seamen and subtly omenting dissent ainst the captain en-f ag g
er l’s leadership and judgment. It as unclear ho eina joined thea w w R
xpedition—he ma ha en been planted Sevilla’s ortuguesee y ve ev by P

consul Álvarez.
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South Africa, and a third to the Spice Islands themselves to confront 
Magellan should he manage to complete his westerly voyage. 

fleet The fleet reached the Canary Islands without incident, and 
while there, Magellan received word from Diogo Barbosa that it was as 
now common knowledge in Sevilla that the three captains planned 
to mutiny and kill him should he resist. There was also an excellent 
chance that through their agents, the Portuguese knew the precise 
course that Magellan had presumably agreed to follow before depart-t-
ing Spain and were preparing their ambush. It was even en possible that 
Fonseca was in league with the Portuguese under an accord whereby 

Lis-Magellan and his inner circle would be arrested and removed to Lis-
bon for trial while the expedition under Cartagena would be allowed 
to proceed, but with limited objectives. 

In any event, Magellan managed to outmaneuver the attempts of 
Cartagena to goad him into a confrontation over his change of course 
south of the Canary Islands. Ferdinand hugged the African coast and 
then deliberately sailed into an area of notorious doldrums. There the 
fleet fleet was becalmed for e three weeks, and the men sufered consider-
ably from heat and reduced rations. However, Magellan had thereby 
eluded the Portuguese (who gave up their search) and had frustrated 
the plans of his duplicitous captains. Rather than falling for their bait 

mat-after the blatant insubordination that was designed to bring mat-
ters to a head between the e three captains and their captain general, 
Ferdinand lured his adversaries into a meeting at which they showed ed 
their cards. Magellan had prepared his response. When Cartagena 
openly blurted out his demand that Magellan relinquish command, 
at Magellan’s signal, the vessel’s master at arms, the alguacil lguacil maymayoror, 
Espinosa, entered the room with guards and arrested the belligerent 
captain for mutiny . 

Captain Luis de Mendoza, a member of the anti-Magellan cabal, 
pleaded for Magellan to let him have custody of Cartagena. This was as 
agreed, but a short time later, Cartagena was able to organize another 
near mutiny in league with Antonio de Coca and a worldly lay priest, 

tain-Father Pedro Sánchez de Reina, who went from ship to ship entertain-
ing the seamen and subtly fomenting dissent against the captain gen-
eral’s leadership and judgment. It was unclear how Reina joined the 
expedition—he may have even been planted by Sevilla’s Portuguese 
consul Álvarez. 
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At this point, Ma llan faced lear dilemma. After ll, Carge a c a
ena and de Coca er the illegitimate spring (scions as it ere)g w e of , w

of Bishop onseca, argua ly the most po erful man in Spain. F b w
dence dictated that they simply be lie ed of their commands andre v
emanded to Mendoza’s custody.r

Ma llan had to dea with other hallenges hile his eet asge l c w fl w
efurbished in Santa Lucia Ba (the ba of present-da Rio de aneiro).r y y y J
he xpedition had skirted the norther eaches of Brazil, that par ofT e n r t

the territor her the ortuguese er most acti e. At Santa Lucia,y w e P w e v
the as le to eplenish its stores of ood and ater not to w ab r f w ,
tion lax and enjo the sexua fa ors of the nati omen. It asre y l v ve w w
ther that Duarte Barbosa became erly embroiled in the fun. Hee ov
became if not insubordinate, at least lax, in ollowing out Ma llan’sf ge
orders—ther y undermining his commander’s confidence in him.eb

made the mista le ating his Ma no ofge w ke e v re ve o
de Mesquita to the position of second in command and captain of 
his most ormida le essel, the San Antonio Inf b v . ev

ould pr to be eak, indecisi e, and simply not up to suc hal-w ove w v h a c
lenge. ith some di culty Ma llan, concerned that the ortugueseW f , ge P

ould someho lear of his presence and come running, mana ed tow w n g
xtricate his xpedition and sail south. Still, hile he emained nomi-e e w r

nally in control, as the departed Santa Lucia Ba Ma llan asy, ge w
a rinidad T .ev v

After series of miscalculations that prompted the captain a g
er to linger in the estuar of the Río de la Plata in order to probe ital y
thoroughly thinking it as the lik ly mouth of the southern, w passa e, ge 5

Ma llan ordered the farther south and into the mouth of thege
pproaching Antarctic winter He hoped to tr erse the passa soona . av ge

and quickly aspiring to eac the tropica Spice Islands within, r h l a
ks of having done so But after ks of frigid and stormyfew wee . wee

eather Ma llan led his rumbling men into barren ba that hew , ge g a y

54. Ibid., 265 85
55. This episode undermined both Ma gellan’s se and that of his men. Since

Ma gellan was supposedly in possession of critica l Portuguese intelligence regarding the south-
er n South American coast, it seems lik ely that the former probes , suc h as that sponsored by
Cristóba l de Har o and the later one led by Juan Díaz de Solís , had regularly confused the vast
estuary of  the Río de la Plata with the Strait of  Magellan.
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ta-At this point, Magellan faced a clear dilemma. After all, Carta-
gena and de Coca were the illegitimate ofspring (scions, as it were) 

Pru-of Bishop Fonseca, arguably the most powerful man in Spain. Pru-
dence dictated that they simply be relieved of their commands and 
remanded to Mendoza’s custody . 

Magellan had to deal with other challenges while his fleet was 
refurbished in Santa Lucia Bay (the bay of present-day Rio de Janeiro). 
The expedition had skirted the northern reaches of Brazil, that part of 
the territory where the Portuguese were most active. At Santa Lucia, 

fleet men-the fleet was able to replenish its stores of food and water, not to men-
tion relax and enjoy the sexual favors of the native women. It was 
there that Duarte Barbosa became overly embroiled in the fun. He 
became if not insubordinate, at least lax, in following out Magellan’s 
orders—thereby undermining his commander’s confidence in him. 

the vent, esquita 
would prove to be weak, indecisive, and simply not up to such a chal-
lenge. With some difculty, Magellan, concerned that the Portuguese 
would somehow learn of his presence and come running, managed to 
extricate his expedition and sail south. Still, while he remained nomi-

ilative varo 
de Mesquita to the position of second in command and captain of 
his most formidable vessel, the San Antonio . In the e ent, MMesquita 

Mag lellanlan now made the mistake of elevating his relat ÁÁlvl ar 

fleet 
even moren more isolated than ever on his fl gship the , the Trinidad.5454 
nally in control, as the fleet departed Santa Lucia Bay, Magellan was 

e isolated than e er on his flagship, 
en-After a series of miscalculations that prompted the captain gen-

eral to linger in the estuary of the Río de la Plata in order to probe it 
thoroug , hly thinking it was the lik ly mouth of the souther n 5 e passa ge,55 

fleet Magellan ordered the fleet farther south and into the mouth of the 
approaching Antarctic winter. He hoped to traverse the passage soon 
and quickly, aspiring to reach the tropical Spice Islands within a 
few weeks of having done so. But after weeks of frigid and stormy 
weather, Magellan led his grumbling men into a barren bay that he 

54. Ibid., 265–85. 
55. This episode undermined both Magellan’s self-confidence lf-confidence and that of his men. Since 

Magellan was supposedly in possession of critical Portuguese intelligence regarding the south-
ern South American coast, it seems likely that the former probes, such as that sponsored by 
Cristóbal de Haro and the later one led by Juan Díaz de Solís, had regularly confused the vast 
estuary of the Río de la Plata with the Strait of Ma gellan. 
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named Puerto San ulián. It as his intention to winter ther beforJ w e e
proceeding farther south in the spring.

hile the most adequate bi ouac encountered thus far south ofW v
Río de la Plata, San ulián as cold and leak. Ma llan held meetingJ w b ge a
of the delegates of his rumbling cr wmen during hic the majorityg e w h
opinion as to etur to Brazil to la er in the far mor ppealingw r n y ov e a
setting of Santa Lucia Ba captain argued persuasig al vey. T
that after wintering in San ulián, the xpedition ould sur ly J e w e
co er the passa quickly and eac the Moluccas He ppealed tov ge r h . a
their oath to Charles and pla ed upon their Castilian pride. hiley W
Ma llan as ther le to secur the rudging acquiescence ofge w eby ab e g
the ank and he kne that the ea source of sedition, the r w r l F
seca faction, as another matter He therefor con ened meeting ofw . e v a
his council of cers at hic their spokesman, Luis de Mendoza,of w h
demanded that Ma llan etur north, if not to Santa Lucia Ba thenge r n y,
at least to the Río de la Plata, to esta lish winter quarters An obsti-b .
nate Ma llan advised them that their counse as simply advisorge l w y
and refused to follow it.

In anticipation of possible insurrection, Ma llan ordered Álvarge o
de Mesquita to place the on the a
belie ed that to be an erreaction, and he ignored the command.v ov Two
nights later hile the captain slept, boarding party led Captain, w a by
Quesada, uan de Carta ena, Antonio de Coca, and uan Sebastían J g J
Elkano boarded the San Antonio er and w e welcomed by their cocon-
spirators erónimo Guerr and his ollo ers he utineers er con-, J a f w . T m w e
fronted the shipmaster the Basque uan de Elorria a. He orderedby , J g
the intruders to lea hile lso directing his boats ain to ar theve w a w m
cr and secur the orecastle. Quesada dr his knif and sta bed ew e f ew e b

utineers Elorria six mga , leaving him or dead on the deck. f T
then loc ed Mesquita in Guerra’s cabin. Elkano as placed in hark w c ge
of the appropriated vessel’s po erful artillery batter .w y

San AntonioAt this point, thr of Ma llan’s ships—the e ge five
(no commanded Quesada), the ictoria (under Mendoza), and w by V

inthe (captained by J gde e
of the utineers Albeit dislo l, Estê ão Gomes the hief pilot on m . ya v , c
the gship rinidad as scarcely in oment sedition, position toT , w a ffla
surrounded as he as Ma llan’s supporters he captain enerw by ge . T g al
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named Puerto San Julián. It was his intention to winter there before 
proceeding farther south in the spring. 

The ener y 

While the most adequate bivouac encountered thus far south of 
Río de la Plata, San Julián was cold and bleak. Magellan held a meeting 
of the delegates of his grumbling crewmen during which the majority 
opinion was to return to Brazil to lay over in the far more appealing 
setting of Santa Lucia Bay . he captain general argued persuasiv l ely

dis-that after wintering in San Julián, the expedition would surely dis-
cover the passage quickly and reach the Moluccas. He appealed to 
their oath to Charles and played upon their Castilian pride. While 
Magellan was thereby able to secure the grudging acquiescence of 

file, on-the rank and file, he knew that the real source of sedition, the Fon-
seca faction, was another matter. He therefore convened a meeting of 
his council of ofcers at which their spokesman, Luis de Mendoza, 
demanded that Magellan return north, if not to Santa Lucia Bay, then 
at least to the Río de la Plata, to establish winter quarters. An obsti-
nate Magellan advised them that their counsel was simply advisory 
and refused to follow it. 

San Antonio hest lert. esquita 
believed that to be an overreaction, and he ignored the command. Two 
nights later, while the captain slept, a boarding party led by Captain 
Quesada, Juan de Cartagena, Antonio de Coca, and Juan Sebastían 
Elkano boarded the San Antonio and were welcomed by their cocon-
spirators, Jerónimo Guerra and his followers. The mutineers were con-
fronted by the shipmaster, the Basque Juan de Elorriaga. He ordered 
the intruders to leave while also directing his boatswain to arm the 
crew and secure the forecastle. Quesada drew his knife and stabbed 
Elorriaga six times, he mutineers 

In anticipation of possible insurrection, Magellan ordered Álvaro 
de Mesquita to place the San Antonio on the hhigighest alert. MMesquita 

times leaving him for dead on the deck. The 
then locked Mesquita in Guerra’s cabin. Elkano was placed in charge 
of the appropriated vessel’s powerful artillery battery . 

Concep the hands 
of the mutineers. Albeit disloyal, Estêvão Gomes, the chief pilot on 
the flagship Trinidad, was scarcely in a position to foment sedition, 
surrounded as he was by Magellan’s supporters. The captain general 

pción uan de Carta ena)—were 

At this point, thr e ee of Magellan’s five ships—the San Antonio 
(now commanded by Quesada), the Victoria (under Mendoza), and 
the Conce ción (captained by Juan Cartagena)—wer in the hands 
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could could aalso lso count count on on the the lo loyyaalty lty of of the the Santiag Santiagoo,, commandedcommanded bbyy hishis 
cousin, Jcousin, João Serroão Serrãoão.. 

Ma Maggeellan llan no noww cacalculated lculated that that Luis Luis de de MendoMendoza za and and the the otherother 
FFonseca onseca men men wwould ould tr tryy to to ta takkee oovver er the the flfleet, eet, with with killing killing him him theirtheir 
main main objecti objectivve, e, bbut ut that that they they wwould ould eexxerercise cise car caree so so to to aavvoid oid as as mmucuchh 
phphysica ysicall dama damaggee to to the the eexpedition xpedition as as possibpossible. le. TThey hey wwer eree unlik unlikeely ly toto 
attacattackk the the ssha halllolow-drw-drafted afted Santiag Santiagoo ,, since since it it wwas as the the flfleet’s eet’s bestbest vvesseessell 
ffor or inshor inshoree actiactivity vity in in uncuncharharted ted shashallollows ws.. Nor Nor wwer eree the the eexpeditionxpedition’s’s 
principa principall fifinancia nancia ll bac backkers ers,, the the bishop bishop and and the the bankbanker er,, lik likeely ly to to bebe 
amamused if used if  the the TTrinidadrinidad wweerre damae dama gged or destred or destr ooyyed. ed. 

Ma Maggeellan llan dispatcdispatched hed Espinosa Espinosa and and fifivvee unarunarmed med seamen seamen to to the the 
VVictoria ictoria with with aa letterletter frfromom MaMaggeelllan. lan. TThey hey wwer eree aalllo lowwed ed on on decdeck, k, 
and and Espinosa Espinosa infinforormed med MendoMendoza za that that the the imporimportant tant commcommunicationunication 
wwas as ffor or his his eyeyes es onlyonly .. AtAt this this point, point, the the mmutineer utineer rraashly shly iinnvited vited tthe he 
aalguacil lguacil maymayor or and and one one of of his his companions companions to to his his cacabin. bin. After After rreading eading 
and and rrejecting ejecting aa letter letter that that simply simply demanded demanded his his surrsurrender ender,, MendoMendozaza 
rreaceached hed out out to to hand hand it it bac backk to to Espinosa, Espinosa, wwho ho plungplunged ed his his poniar poniardd intointo 
the the rreebebel’s l’s thrthroat. oat. Espinosa Espinosa then then wwaavved ed aa wwhite hite flaflagg frfrom om the the cacabinbin’s’s 
windo windoww,, the the signa signall to to send send aa boarboarding ding parparty ty of of marines marines commanded commanded 
bbyy DuarDuar tete BarBarbosa. bosa. TThe he starstartled tled crcreeww of of the the VVictoria ictoria,, unaunawwar aree thatthat 
MendoMendoza za wwas as dead, dead, wwer eree quicquicklykly oovveerwrwhehe llmed med and and ororderdered ed toto momo vvee 
the the ship ship nenext xt to to Ma Maggeellanllan’s ’s flaflagship gship.. JJoão oão SerrSerrão ão mo movved ed the the Santiag Santiagoo 
cclloser oser,, asas wweell, ll, and and the the cacaptain ptain ggenerener aall had had bblloc ockked ed the the eexit xit to to San San 
JJulián Ba ulián Bayy. T. The rhe remaining twemaining two r o reebebel vl vesseessels wls werere tr e traapped.pped. 

After After Mesquita Mesquita rrefused efused to to interintercede cede with with Ma Maggeellan llan on on the the mmuti-uti-
neers’neers’ bbeehaha llff,, Quesada Quesada prpreparepared ed ffor or battle. battle. TThe he San San AntonioAntonio  rrecei eceivved ed 
aa brbroadsideoadside atat ccllose ose quarquartersters frfromom thethe TTrinidadrinidad ,, and and it it wwas as then then 
boarboarded ded bbyy aa parparty ty led led personapersonally lly bbyy Ma Maggeellan. llan. He He wwaalklked ed up up to to thethe 
ararmormored ed Quesada Quesada and and demanded demanded that that he he surrsurrender ender,, wwhic hichh he he did. did. 
EspinosaEspinosa wwaas s dispatcdispatchedhed toto thethe VVictoria ictoria to to rrecei eceivvee the the surrsurrender ender of of 
the athe abject Jbject Juan de Caruan de Carta taggena.ena. 

TThhe e mmutiny utiny wwas as oovverer .. MaMaggeelllan lan then then conconvvened ened aa courcourt-mart-martiatial, l, 
prpresided esided oovver er bbyy neutr neutraall ooffciacials—and ls—and no no doubt doubt with with an an ey eyee to towwarardd 
futur futuree in invvestigestigations ations and and prproceedings oceedings bac backk in in Spain. Spain. TThe he cour courtt ffoundound 
the the ooffcers cers CarCarta taggena, ena, Quesada, Quesada, MendoMendoza, za, de de Coca, Coca, and and ElkanoElkano 
guilty guilty of of trtreason eason wwhile hile conconvicting victing ffororty ty seamen seamen of of mmutiny utiny,, as as wweell.ll. 
Mendoza’s body was hanged, dr awn, and quartered—its parts being 
display prominently as a warning . Quesada was sentenced to 
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Mendoza’s body was hanged, drawn, and quartered—its parts being 
displayeed d prominently as a warning. Quesada was sentenced to 
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decapitation. hen no one lse ould carr it out, the unpleasantW e w y
assignment as gi en to his secretar Luis de Molina, in etur orw v y, r n f a
pardon for his part in the conspirac .y

Ma as leer w yg ecuting Carta ena, Coca, and Guerr ex g ae
because of their kinship with onseca and Har he other utineersF o. T m

er condemned to death, ut the xpedition could scarcely orw e b e af d
to lose suc manpo er and the sentences er commuted to harh w , w e d
labor hey er or anized into angs assigned to the most menia. T w e g g l
of tasks under Mesquita’s no ster supervision. arr states “Thew n P ,
inclusion of de Cano among the castigated bels hile Carta enal re , w g

ofx gr ofaroused thew e
Basques among the seamen, or de Cano belonged to the petty f l
ity of and V ya w looked up to 56his compatriots.” by

hile, uan de Elorria ould linger or tw months befor dying ofw J ga w f o e
ounds—visited daily in the sickba ge

lingered at or San ulían, the eckless uan de Carta ena and atherP t J f J g F
eina er emboldened the usua rumbling to incite et anotherR w e by l g y
utiny It as quelled easily and esulted in another court-martia ofm . w r l

its leaders and their definiti e detention.v
unning shor of supplies and believing that the passaR t ge w

near Ma llan himself became estless and decided to dispatc by, ge r h
oão Serrão and the Santiag of the strait. Serrão strug led in searo ch gJ

southwar or sixteen days making ut sixty miles befor disco erd f , b e v -
ing an attracti anchor at the mouth of hat he hristened Ríove age w c
de Santa Cruz. Ironically (and unknowingly), he as no within tww w o

south latitude.days of the passa e, at 52 esolved to degr rg
tur bac to convince Ma llan to mo his winter quarters to then k ge ve
ne site, ut upon leaving Santa Cruz, he as shipwrec ed lmostw b w k a
immediately Only one man as killed, ho er and tw others er. w wev , o w e
sent on harr wing journey on oot bac to or San ulián in seara o f k P t J ch
of aid. escue orce eached Serrão and after month’s bsence, heA r f r , a a
and his cr w were reunited with Ma llan.e ge

Serrão convinced his captain ener to mo the xpedition tog al ve e
Santa Cruz. As the left or San ulían, uan de Carta ena andP t J J g

ather de la eina er put ashor with pr visions and eaponsF R w e e o w .
hile mor lenient measur than ecution, it as as lik ly to esultW a e e ex w e r

56. Parr , Ferdinand Magellan , 301
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decapitation. When no one else would carry it out, the unpleasant 
assignment was given to his secretary, Luis de Molina, in return for a 
pardon for his part in the conspiracy . 

ellan off executing Cartagena, Coca, and Guerra 
because of their kinship with Fonseca and Haro. The other mutineers 
were condemned to death, but the expedition could scarcely aford 
to lose such manpower, and the sentences were commuted to hard 
labor. They were organized into gangs assigned to the most menial 
of tasks under Mesquita’s now stern supervision. Parr states, “The 
inclusion of del Cano among the castigated rebels, while Cartagena 

Mag llan was leery o 

exempted, ppar y of the group awass e mpted, art larticular icu lly aroused the indignation indignation the oup of 
nobil-Basques among the seamen, for del Cano belonged to the petty nobil-

ity of Vizcaya and was Mean-izca as looked up to by his compatriots.”56 Mean-
while, Juan de Elorriaga would linger for two months before dying of 
his w y by Ma llan. While the fleethis wounds—visited daily in the sickbay by Magellan. While the fleet 
lingered at Port San Julían, the feckless Juan de Cartagena and Father 
Reina were emboldened by the usual grumbling to incite yet another 
mutiny. It was quelled easily and resulted in another court-martial of 
its leaders and their definitive detention. 

Running short of supplies and believing that the passage was as 
nearby, Magellan himself became restless and decided to dispatch 
João Serrão and the Santiago in search of the strait. Serrão struggled 
southward for sixteen days, making but sixty miles before discover-
ing an attractive anchorage at the mouth of what he christened Río 
de Santa Cruz. Ironically (and unknowingly), he was now within two 

south latitude. Serrã days of the passa ge, at 52 degrees ees Serr o ão resolved to 
turn back to convince Magellan to move his winter quarters to the 
new site, but upon leaving Santa Cruz, he was shipwrecked almost 
immediately . Only one man was killed, however, and two others were 
sent on a harrowing journey on foot back to Port San Julián in search 
of aid. A rescue force reached Serrão, and after a month’s absence, he 
and his crew were reunited with Magellan. 

Serrão convinced his captain general to move the expedition to 
fleet Santa Cruz. As the fleet left Port San Julían, Juan de Cartagena and 

Father de la Reina were put ashore with provisions and weapons. 
While a more lenient measure than execution, it was as likely to result 

56. Parr, Ferdinand Magellan, 301. 
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in in death. death. TThe he tw twoo unfunforortunates tunates wwer eree on on their their knees knees and and pleading pleading fforor 
mer merccyy as as the the flfleet eet disadisappearppeared ed to to the the south. south. Ma Maggeellan llan esta estabblishedlished aa 
ne neww winter winter base base at at Río Río de de Santa Santa Cruz, Cruz, and and he he wwas as eevven en aabble le to to sasalvlvaaggee 
mmuc uchh ooff thethe Santiag Santiagoo’s’s carcargo—incgo—including luding CristóbaCristóball de de HarHaro’s o’s vvaalu-lu-
aabble copper ingots and irle copper ingots and iron barson bars.. 

It It wwas as then then that that the the cacaptain ptain ggener eneraall faced faced yyet et another another seriousserious 
cchahallengllenge. e. Este Estevvâo âo Gomes Gomes arargued gued that that the the eexpedition xpedition wwas as no noww so so farfar 
south south that that it it could could set set out out on on an an eastereasterly ly course course acracross oss the the Atlantic Atlantic andand 
arri arrivvee at at the the Moluccas Moluccas without without ffear ear of of confrconfronting onting PPorortuguese tuguese patrpatrolsols 
at at sea. sea. Shor Shortt rrations ations and and scurvy scurvy wwer eree becoming becoming prprominent ominent issuesissues,, ssoo 
many many of of the the ooffcers cers,, incincluding luding DuarDuarte te BarBarbosa bosa and and JJoão oão SerrSerrão ão,, wwereree 
tempted tempted bbyy this this plan. plan. Ma Maggeellan llan wwas as opposed opposed and and arargued gued in in fa favvor or ofof 
prproceeding oceeding south, south, bbut ut with with the the concession concession that that if if they they failed failed to to fifind nd
the the passa passaggee bbyy 7575   degdegrrees ees south, south, tthey hey wwould ould sstrik trikee out out eastweastwarar dd acracross oss 
the the Atlantic Atlantic.. Gomes Gomes then then oovvererpla playyed ed his his hand hand bbyy sug sugggesting esting that that theythey 
rretrie etrievvee JJuan uan de de CarCarta taggena ena and and put put him him in in command. command. He He rreasonedeasoned 
that that cercertain tain fame fame and and fforortune tune aawwaited aited them them if if the the fleet fleet rretureturned ned toto 
Spain Spain with with the the spices spices ggatherathered ed bbyy FFrrancisco ancisco SerrSerrão ão and and commandedcommanded 
bbyy FFonseca’s onseca’s prprotégé. otégé. Gomes Gomes had had displa displayyed ed his his dislo disloyyaalty lty to to his his ffeellolloww 
PPorortuguese, tuguese, Ma Maggeellan, llan, and and his his plan plan wwas as simply simply too too duplicitous duplicitous ffor or thethe 
cacaptain ptain ggener eneraal’s l’s supporsupporters—wters—who ho no noww accepted accepted (a(albeit lbeit rreeluctantly)luctantly) 
Ma Maggeellanllan’s pr’s proposaoposal.l.5577 

Finding Finding the the actua actuall strstrait ait aa ffeeww dadays ys later later pr proovved ed to to be be an an emo-emo-
tiona tionall rrollerollercoaster coaster.. WWhile hile Ma Maggeellan llan linglingerered ed thertherein, ein, befbefor oree strikingstriking 
out out into into wwhat hat he he lalabebeled led the the “P“Pacifi acific c Ocean,” Ocean,” he he assigned assigned the the San San 
AntonioAntonio ,, under under Mesquita’s Mesquita’s command, command, toto eexplor xploree the the ssouther outhernn ffring ringee 
of of the the passa passagge. e. It It simply simply disadisappearppeared ed and and wwas as ne nevver er seen seen aaggainain bbyy 
Ma Maggeellan, llan, wwho ho suspected suspected (accur(accurateately) ly) aa ne neww insurrinsurrection ection that that wwasas 
prproba obabbly dealy dealt with poorlt with poorly ly bbyy Mesquita. Indeed, MaMesquita. Indeed, Ma ggeellan suspectedllan suspected 
(a (aggain ain prpresciently) esciently) that that the the mmutineers utineers had had set set out out ffor or Spain, Spain, wwherheree 
theythey wwouldould sprspreadead asas mmucuchh cacalumnylumny asas possibpossiblele aaggainstainst him.him. HeHe nonoww 
kne kneww that that the the only only cchoice hoice wwas as to to complete complete the the mission mission as as orordaineddained bbyy 
his his monar monarcch. h. Success Success wwould ould be be 
anticipation anticipation of of lik likeely ly ffororma mall coco
the the cacaptain ptain ggener eneraall begbegan an to to seesee
rreaceaching his criticahing his critical decisionsl decisions.. 

his his best best defdefense ense and and eexxoneroneration. ation. InIn 
ur urtt prproceedings oceedings once once bac backk in in EurEurope,ope, 
 kk consensus consensus and and then then document document it it inin 

57.57. Ibid.,Ibid., 300300– 306306.  
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In In the the eevvent, ent, the the PPacifi acific c crcrossing ossing pr proovved ed to to bebe aa nnear ear ddisaster isaster.. LikLikee 
his his contemporcontemporar aryy nanavigvigators ators,, Ma Maggeellan llan wwas as una unabble le to to cacalculate lculate lon-lon-
gitudegitude andand couldcould thertherefefororee onlyonly guessguess atat thethe lengthlength ofof thethe vvooyyaaggee thatthat 
la layy aahead. head. AgAgain, ain, lik likee aallll befbefor oree him, him, he he underunderestimated estimated the the size size of of thethe 
EarEarth. th. TToo ma makkee matters matters wworse, orse, he he had had lost lost his his major major hoar hoardd of of suppliessupplies 
wwhen hen the the San San Antonio Antonio defdefected.ected. MMaa ggeellan llan had had his his tw twoo commanderscommanders,, 
DuarDuarte te de de BarBarbosa bosa and and JJoão oão SerrSerrão ão,, in invventor entoryy their their storstores es,, and and thethe 
rresults esults wwer eree disheardisheartening tening.. So So as as not not to to aalar larmm the the men men furfurther ther as as theythey 
prprobed obed the the unknounknown, wn, Ma Maggeellan llan sswwor oree his his cacaptains ptains to to secrsecrec ecyy .. TThheirs eirs 
wwoould uld hhaa vvee toto bbe e aa lea leapp iinto nto tthe he vvoid oid with with the the hope hope that that they they could could 
li livvee ooff  the the sea sea and and the the fruits fruits of of any any islands islands that that they they migmight ht encounter encounter.. 
UnfUnforortunatetunately ly,, the the flfleet eet sailed sailed 2020  deg degrrees ees nornorth th befbefor oree headingheading wweest st 
frfrom om the the Chilean Chilean coast. coast. Had Had Ma Maggeellan llan begun begun the the PPacifi acific c crcrossingossing aa 
ffeeww deg degrrees ees south, south, he he could could ha havvee island-hopped island-hopped acracross oss mmuc uchh of of thethe 
vvast ocean.ast ocean. 

TThhe e flfleeet et lleft eft tthe he S Strt raait it o off Ma Maggeellan llan on on No Novvember ember 2828,, 15201520,,  andand 
wwoould uld notnot arriarrivvee inin the the P Philippines hilippines u until ntil Ma Mar rcchh 1616,,  15211521—a —a vvooyyaaggee 
of of mor moree than than thr threee e and and aa hahalf lf months months.. Sa Savvee ffor or aa couple couple of of land-land-
ings ings on on uninhauninhabited bited atolls atolls,, wwher heree Ma Maggeellan llan wwas as aabble le to to secur securee aa littlelittle 
frfresh esh wwater ater and and cur curee the the flflesh esh of of fifish sh and and seaseabirbirds ds,, and and one one majormajor 
bbloody loody confrconfrontation ontation with with nati nativves es in in Guam Guam that that rresulted esulted in in the the des-des-
perperate ate EurEuropeans opeans looting looting aa villa villagge’s e’s ffood ood storstores es,, the the eexpedition xpedition wwasas 
constantly constantly at at sea. sea. Nineteen Nineteen of of the the cr creeww died died of of scurvy scurvy,, and and aallll wwereree 
ggrreatly incaeatly incapacitated. Accorpacitated. According to Pding to Parrarr,, 

Under Under the the heat heat of of the the Equator Equator,, aalmost lmost aalll l of of the the cr creeww and and many many of of thethe 
men-at-armen-at-arms ms wwer eree dodown wn with with scurvy scurvy .. StricStrickkeen n menmen lalayy ggrrooaning aning wwhher er--
eevveer r thertheree wwaas s aa bit bit of of shade, shade, and and those those still still on on their their ffeet eet tottertottered ed and and 
sta staggggerered. ed. TThe he sic sickk had had suc suchh sswwollen ollen joints joints that that they they shrie shriekked ed wwhen hen theythey 
had had to to mo movvee aa hand hand or or ffoot. oot. Ulcers Ulcers brbrok okee out out aallll oovver er their their bodies bodies.. TTheirheir 
gums gums wwer eree pu puffed ed out out and and their their teeth teeth wwer eree co covverered ed bbyy the the pulpy pulpy ggrroowth;wth; 
wwhen hen they they tried tried to to eat, eat, their their teeth teeth loosened loosened in in the the soc sockkets ets and and ffeelll l out.out. 
TTheir heir papalates lates became became so so enlar enlargged ed and and sor soree that that men men died died of of starvstarvationation 
rrather ather than than sswwaallo lloww wwhat hat ffood ood wwas as aavvaila ailabble. le. TThe he ffetid etid brbreath eath of of thethe 
su suffererers ers wwas as aalmost lmost unbear unbearaabble, le, and and this this,, to toggether ether with with the the putrifyingputrifying 
odors odors frfrom om the the bilgbilge, e, made made the the ship’s ship’s atmospher atmospheree nauseating nauseating eevven en toto 

558 8those hitherto inured to it.

58. Ibid., 330
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those hitherto inured to it.

58. Ibid., 330. 
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In addition to the ener lly lo mor le, arr states “The Gallegosg a w a P ,
and Basques esented the assumption of superiority the Castiliansr by ,
and the enc and lemings being northerners banded to etherFr h F , , g

ainst the southerners, the Iberians and Italians.”ag
her seems little doubt that Ma llan as looking or the T e ge w f

ippines Having once been there, he kne their latitude and oughly. w r
that of the Moluccas as he a a, we 10 deg eesry
north of the latter He ma ha intended to esta lish ortified . y ve b a f
ish presence in the ar hipelago to be used as base from hic toc a w h
proceed to the Moluccas and subjugate their rulers to King Charles.
His landing, on the island of Samar pr ed most promising, ov .
He as easona ly ecei ed its ruler her as undantw r b well r v by . T e w ab
gold and Chinese porcelain, the latter vidence that they had indeede
eached the Orient. ith proper est and undant and proper ood,r W r ab f

Ma llan’s men eco ered their strength quickly—Juan de Coca asge r v w
the ception; he died after the eached Samar therex a week r , eby
emoving the last of the expedition’s Fonseca inner cir le.r c

Ma llan as informed of uc lar er and heavily populatedge w m h g
islands to the north. hile Duarte Barbosa and oão Serrão bothW J
ur ed him to set sail immediately or the Moluccas and the xpedi-g f e
tion’s main objecti e—F ancisco Serrão’s spices—Ma llan insistedv r ge
on xploring the Philippines further No doubt he as moti atede . w v

the lause in his contract with the king that made him outrightby c
go ernor of any tw of the islands of his hoosing that he shouldv o c
disco erv .

Guided the aja of Samar the eached the ric and by r h , r h
lous island of Ce u. And it as ther that the fata complicationsb w e l
began. Ma llan’s sla e, Enrique, as no le to communicate in hisge v w w ab
nati Malay—the lingua franca of Southeast Asia. And then Mave ge
lan, hen accorded audience, encountered an Ar trader atw a royal ab
the court. her could no longer be any doubt that they er in theT e w e
Orient. he captain ener as successful in cowing the aja intoT g al w r h
accepting both Charles and esus—aided the Moor ho spok ofJ by , w e
the terrible wrath of the ortuguese ainst those ho had esistedP ag w r
their king’s so ereignty and deity.v

59. Ibid., 324

In addition to the generally low morale, Parr states, “The Gallegos 
and Basques resented the assumption of superiority by the Castilians, 
and the French and Flemings, being northerners, banded together 
against the southerners, the Iberians and Italians.”5959 

Phil-

ll, yet steer d ed course bout 10 degrees 

There seems little doubt that Magellan was looking for the Phil-
ippines. Having once been there, he knew their latitude and roughly 
that of the Moluccas, as well, et he steere a course about 

Span-north of the latter. He may have intended to establish a fortified Span-
ish presence in the archipelago to be used as a base from which to 
proceed to the Moluccas and subjugate their rulers to King Charles. 

first His first landing, on the island of Samar, proved most promising. 
He was reasonably well received by its ruler. There was abundant 
gold and Chinese porcelain, the latter evidence that they had indeed 
reached the Orient. With proper rest and abundant and proper food, 
Magellan’s men recovered their strength quickly—Juan de Coca was 

fleet the exception; he died a week after the fleet reached Samar, thereby 
removing the last of the expedition’s Fonseca inner circle. 

Magellan was informed of much larger and heavily populated 
islands to the north. While Duarte Barbosa and João Serrão both 
urged him to set sail immediately for the Moluccas and the expedi-
tion’s main objective—Francisco Serrão’s spices—Magellan insisted 
on exploring the Philippines further. No doubt he was motivated 
by the clause in his contract with the king that made him outright 
governor of any two of the islands of his choosing that he should 
discover. 

fleet popu-Guided by the rajah of Samar, the fleet reached the rich and popu-
lous island of Cebu. And it was there that the fatal complications 
began. Magellan’s slave, Enrique, was now able to communicate in his 
native Malay—the lingua franca of Southeast Asia. And then Magell--
lan, when accorded a royal audience, encountered an Arab trader at 
the court. There could no longer be any doubt that they were in the 
Orient. The captain general was successful in cowing the rajah into 
accepting both Charles and Jesus—aided by the Moor, who spoke of 
the terrible wrath of the Portuguese against those who had resisted 
their king’s sovereignty and deity . 

59. Ibid., 324. 



82 s P

Ma llan ould undergo an immediate and puzzling personalityge w
transformation. He suddenly became ligious zealot ho longa re w , a
with his de out haplain, ather lderrama, set bout sermonizingv c F Va a
and baptizing pa ans the thousands Mean hile, the mor enag by . w e v l
cr wmen set up shoreside stalls to tr in gold and other trade goodse afc .
Many (led Duarte Barbosa) became in olved in the constant parby v -
tying with omen and palm wine that belied their leader’s asceticw
Christian messa e. Se er of the other ajahs in the area opted org v al r f
the carrot of Magellan’s monarch and deity, rather than f ee l the stick
of their wrath. Ho er ther as one nota le ception, wev , e w b ex a
standing ad ersar of the no Christian ajah, and Ma llan decidedv y w r ge
to ma e an example of him.k

Inexplica ly perhaps no convinced that he as on divine b , w w a
sion and therefor protected God himself Ma llan insisted one by , ge
heading an xpeditionar orce of olunteers—not the trained men-e y f v

as counter at-arms under Espinosa’s command. In doing so he, w -
manding Charles’s order that the captain ener should ne erg al v
xpose his person in combat. He lso ignored the admonitions ofe a

Duarte Barbosa and oão Serrão not to in olv the xpedition in hatJ v e e w
as tantamount to civil ar he captain ener then ejected thew a w . T g al r

ofer of a thousand warriors made by his Christian rajah ally. Rather,
Ma llan insisted that he and his cour witness from saf distancege t a e
the meting out of Christian punishment to ecalcitrant infidel. Ina r
short, the hubristic captain ener inexplica ly simply ignored theg al b
wisdom of his wn xtensi militar xperience. In any ent, heo e ve y e ev
lambered ashor with gta orce of dozen men to confrontc e a ra g f a few

an army of se er thousand and as killed in the surf as he andv al w a few
hapless survi ors retreated to ard their longboatsv w .

his ather bizarr mostand ignominious demise belied aT r e
xtraordinar career According to American historian Ed ar Gae y . w d

lord Bourne:

Columbus and Ma llan ar the eat es of this heroic inge e gr age
American y But thoug their li es erlapped quarter of cen-. h v ov a a

eatury, they r lly belong to diferent ages. There was nothing of the pr
phetic mysticism [at least until the er end] in the ma e-up of the eatv y k gr

ortuguese. Ma llan as distinctly man of action, instant, esolute,P ge w a r
enduring he across the Atlantic brok down the barriers. T voyage e
of the es and as sublime act of faith; ut the navigation of theag w a b
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Magellan would undergo an immediate and puzzling personality 
transformation. He suddenly became a religious zealot who, along 
with his devout chaplain, Father Valderrama, set about sermonizing 
and baptizing pagans by the thousands. Meanwhile, the more venal 
crewmen set up shoreside stalls to trafc in gold and other trade goods. 
Many (led by Duarte Barbosa) became involved in the constant par-
tying with women and palm wine that belied their leader’s ascetic 
Christian message. Several of the other rajahs in the area opted for 
the carrot of Magellan’s monarch and deity, rather than feel the stick 

long-of their wrath. However, there was one notable exception, a long-
standing adversary of the now Christian rajah, and Magellan decided 
to make an example of him. 

mis-Inexplicably, perhaps now convinced that he was on a divine mis-
sion and therefore protected by God himself, Magellan insisted on 
heading an expeditionary force of volunteers—not the trained men-
at-arms under Espinosa’s command. In doing so, he was counter-

specifi cmanding Charles’s specific order that the captain general should never 
expose his person in combat. He also ignored the admonitions of 
Duarte Barbosa and João Serrão not to involve the expedition in what 
was tantamount to a civil war. The captain general then rejected the 
ofer of a thousand warriors made by his Christian rajah ally. Rather, 
Magellan insisted that he and his court witness from a safe distance 
the meting out of Christian punishment to a recalcitrant infidel. In 
short, the hubristic captain general inexplicably simply ignored the 
wisdom of his own extensive military experience. In any event, he 
clambered ashore with a ragtag force of a few dozen men to confront 
an army of several thousand and was killed in the surf as he and a few 
hapless survivors retreated toward their longboats. 

This rather bizarre and ignominious demise belied a most 
extraordinary career. According to American historian Edward y-Gay-
lord Bourne: 

figur Columbus and Magellan are the great figures of this heroic age in 
American history histor . But though their lives overlapped a quarter of a cen-
tury, they really belong to diferent ages. There was nothing of the o-pro-
phetic mysticism [at least until the very end] in the make-up of the great 
Portuguese. Magellan was distinctly a man of action, instant, resolute, 

first enduring. The first voyage across the Atlantic broke down the barriers 
first of the ages and was a sublime act of faith; but the first navigation of the 



 
  

 

83inand Magellan

Straits of Ma llan as far mor di cult problem of seamanship thange w a e f
crossing the Atlantic Mor than half of the English and Dutc naviga-. e h
tors ho later attempted it to ards the end of the sixteenth centur w w y

er in thirty-fi it up k. ov vegave voyage w
days; ut Ma llan’s xpedition had been gone ear and eatheredb ge e a y w a
subarctic winter befor its ea task began—the er tracklesse r l voyage ov a

aste of aters xactly thr times as long as the rst crossing of thew w e ee fi
Atlantic or these and other similar easons it seems to be the matur. F r e
judgment of the historians of the disco eries that Ma llan is to bev ge
anked as the navigator of ancient and moder times and his r n , vo

e the g eatest single human achie ement on the sea.ag r v

Again Bourne opined,

e scientific results of Magellan’s voyage were far more important than
the political advantages derived from it. Once for all it gave a practical

y
by c proofs. It revolutionized all ideas as to

-re ve w g
pated the traditional error on which Columbus’s voyages and his whole
geographical system were based, that the area of the land far exceeded

w . T v P c revealed that America was
e v

After Magellan
Duarte Barbosa as then lected the cr as their ne captain w e by ew w g
er l. One of his acts as to maltreat Ma llan’s sla e, Enrique,a w ge v

ho then etaliated pr viding the aja with critica intelligencew r by o r h l
egarding the Europeans’ eaknesses he Christian aja as no lon-r w . T r h w
er impressed the omnipotence of either Spaniards or their god. Heg by

set his tr as Duarte made his preparations to lea or the Moluc-ap ve f
cas Dangling the promise of treasur in gold and je ls assembled. a e we
as an ering to be sent to King Charles Barbosa as induced toof , w
accept the invitation or him and many of his cers to attend fare-f of a
we e ,

60. Ed war d Gaylor d Bourne, Spain in America, 1450 1580 , vol. of The American Nation, 
a History: From Origina l Sources by Associated Author s, ed. Alber t Bushnell Hart, 28 vols.
(New York: Harper, 1904), 127 28.

61. Ibid., 132
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and turned bac Columbus’s voyage was 
days; but Magellan’s expedition had been gone a year and weathered a 
subarctic winter before its real task began—the voyage over a trackless 
waste of waters exactly three times as long as the first crossing of the 
Atlantic. For these and other similar reasons it seems to be the mature 
judgment of the historians of the discoveries that Magellan is to be 

Straits of Magellan was a far more difcult problem of seamanship than 
crossing the Atlantic. More than half of the English and Dutch naviga-
tors who later attempted it towards the end of the sixteenth century 
gave it up and turned back. Columbus’s as over in thirty-five 

first ranked as the first navigator of ancient and modern times, and his v y-oy-
age the g eatest single human achie r vement on the sea.60 60

Again Bourne opined, 

ThThe scientific results of Magellan’s voyage were far more important than 
the political advantages derived from it. Once for all it gave a practical 
demonstration of the sphericity of the earth that convinced the ordinardemonstration of the sphericity of the earth that convinced the ordinary 
mind unreached the scientifi mind unreached by the scientific proofs. It revolutionized all ideas as to 
the lati proportions of the land and ater of the lobe, and dissi the relative proportions of the land and water of the globe, and dissi-
pated the traditional error on which Columbus’s voyages and his whole 
geographical system were based, that the area of the land far exceeded 
that of the ater he ast width of the acifi that of the water. The vast width of the Pacific revealed that America was 
a new world in a more comprehensive sense than had been suspected.61 a new world in a more compr hensi e sense than had been suspected.61 

After Magellan 
en-Duarte Barbosa was then elected by the crew as their new captain gen-

first eral. One of his first acts was to maltreat Magellan’s slave, Enrique, 
who then retaliated by providing the rajah with critical intelligence 
regarding the Europeans’ weaknesses. The Christian rajah was no lon-
ger impressed by the omnipotence of either Spaniards or their god. He 
set his trap as Duarte made his preparations to leave for the Moluc-
cas. Dangling the promise of a treasure in gold and jewels assembled 
as an ofering to be sent to King Charles, Barbosa was induced to 
accept the invitation for him and many of his ofcers to attend a fare-

ll dinner on shore. João Serrão was suspicious and r luctant to gowell dinner on shore. João Serrão was suspicious and reluctant to go, 

60. Edward Gaylord Bourne, Spain in America, 1450–1580, vol. 3 of The American Nation, 
a History: From Original Sources by Associated Authors , ed. Albert Bushnel l Hart, 28 vols. 
(New York: Harper, 1904), 127–28. 

61. Ibid., 132. 
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cowardice by relented. Antoniob w then
Pigafetta, the expedition’s chief chronicler , remained behind, having

. The uninvited Elkano was onbeen w ge l f
board, as w ell.

It w then that observed the alguacil , Espinosa, and the 
pilot, João Lopes Carv alho , hastily returning alone from the dinner,
having intuited an ambush. A shor t time later , ther e wer e cries of
distress from the pa esse ed broadsides into
the town. A helpless João Serrão , surrounded by se ver al nati ve guards,
appeared on the doc k and pleaded with Carv alho to dispatc h the cop-
per ingots and tw o sma ll cannon that he had agreed to gi ve to his
captors as a ransom for his freedom. He informed Carv alho that all
of the other cr ewmen (sa ve for the sla ve Enrique and Father Valder-
rama), including Duarte Barbosa, wer e dead. Carv alho demurred,
possibly calculatedly , in the realization that Serrão would be his key
ri val in the subsequent election of a ne w captain gener al. Carv alho
declared that it was too risk y to chance a shor e landing and he set
sail—abandoning Serrão to his fate.

Carv alho was indeed elected the leader on the assumption he
would kno w ho w to lead the expedition to Ternate and then bac k to
Spain. In the event, that pr oved beyond him. He decided to scuttle the
w , dividing the remaining 109 men between the 
other two vessels Victoria  was now under Elkano’s command. 

Carv alho then embar ked on a rather sinister piratica l campaign
throughout the Philippines and beyond, during whic h the preyed
on any other vesse l that it came across . Finally , the disgusted men
deposed their captain gener al in fa vor of Espinosa. For the follow-
ing four months , he wor ked his way to war d the Moluccas , asking for
directions in v ts a way. They arri ved at Ternate only
to disco ver that it was no w under Portuguese control—both Francisco
Serrão and his raja h wer e dead. The Spaniards sailed on to Tidore,
wher e they found an ally in its rajah. Espinosa then built a strong sho-
reside fortification, underscoring the stando f between the ri val Span-
ish and Portuguese claims to the region.

Espinosa decided to leave the Moluccas. Ho wev , when he 
encountered some difculty with the Trinidad , he ordered Elkano and 

62. Parr , Ferdinand Magellan , 363 68
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s then that they observed the alguacil, Espinosa, and the 
pilot, João Lopes Carvalho, hastily returning alone from the dinner, 
having intuited an ambush. A short time later, there were cries of 
distress from the palace, and the Spanish vessels fired broadsides into lace, and the Spanish v ls fir 
the town. A helpless João Serrão, surrounded by several native guards, 
appeared on the dock and pleaded with Carvalho to dispatch the cop-
per ingots and two small cannon that he had agreed to give to his 
captors as a ransom for his freedom. He informed Carvalho that all 
of the other crewmen (save for the slave Enrique and Father Valder-
rama), including Duarte Barbosa, were dead. Carvalho demurred, 
possibly calculatedly, in the realization that Serrão would be his key 
rival in the subsequent election of a new captain general. Carvalho 
declared that it was too risky to chance a shore landing and he set 
sail—abandoning Serrão to his fate.6622 

t was then accused o Duarte and 
Pigafetta, the expedition’s chief chronicler, remained behind, having 
been wounded iin Ma lan’’ss ffata olly. The uninvited Elkano was on ounded n Magelllan atal folly 
board, as well. 

It waas they 

buut as accused off cowardice by Duarte and relented. Antonio 

rm-eaten Concepción, dividing the remaining 109 men between the 
other two vessels. The Victoria was now under Elkano’s command. 

Carvalho was indeed elected the leader on the assumption he 
would know how to lead the expedition to Ternate and then back to 
Spain. In the event, that proved beyond him. He decided to scuttle the 
woorm-eaten Concepción 

fleet 
on any other vessel that it came across. Finally, the disgusted men 
deposed their captain general in favor of Espinosa. For the follow-
ing four months, he worked his way toward the Moluccas, asking for 

. The 
Carvalho then embarked on a rather sinister piratical campaign 

throughout the Philippines and beyond, during which the fleet preyed 

ppor tthe directions in vaarious rious orts allong ong he way. They arrived at Ternate only 
to discover that it was now under Portuguese control—both Francisco 
Serrão and his rajah were dead. The Spaniards sailed on to Tidore, 
where they found an ally in its rajah. Espinosa then built a strong sho-
reside fortification, underscoring the standof between the rival Span-
ish and Portuguese claims to the region. 

Espinosa decided to leave the Moluccas. Howeveerr, when he 
encountered some difculty with the Trinidad, he ordered Elkano and 

62. Parr, Ferdinand Magellan, 363–68. 
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thethe VVictoria ictoria to to lea leavvee without without him.him. TThe he VVictoria ictoria set set sail sail on on December December
2121,, 15211521,,  with with aa contingcontingent ent of of sixty sixty,, incincluding luding thirthirteen teen islanders islanders frfromom 
TidorTidore.e.663 3 TThey hey wwer eree negotiating negotiating hostile hostile PPorortuguese tuguese wwaters aters as as theythey 
skirskirted ted India India and and the the CaCape pe of of Good Good Hope, Hope, ne nevver er daring daring to to land land andand 
thertherefefor oree subject subject to to ggrreat eat pri privvations ations.. By By the the time time they they arri arrivved ed in in the the 
CaCapepe VVeerrdde e iislands slands,, on on JJuuly ly 99,, 15221522, ,  an an adadditiona ditionall twtwenty-eigenty-eight ht men men 
had had perished. perished. TThe he PPorortuguese tuguese authorities authorities mana managged ed to to cacaptur pturee andand 
imprison imprison thirthirteen teen of of the the cr creeww,, incincluding luding tw twoo Basques Basques wwho ho had had gonegone 
ashor ashoree in in sear searcchh of of ffood ood and and wwater ater.. After After it it became became eevident vident that that thethe 
go govverernor nor wwould ould not not rreelease lease the the cacapti ptivves es,, Elkano Elkano set set sail, sail, and and on on Sep-Sep-
tember tember 66,, 15221522,,  thethe VVictoria ictoria rreaceached hed the the Spanish Spanish por portt of of Sanlúcar Sanlúcar de de 
BarrBarrameda ameda with with eigeighteen hteen EurEuropeans opeans (thr (threeee Basques Basques,, incincluding luding him-him-
seself) lf) and and ffour our islanders islanders on on boarboard, d, as as wweellll as as aa modest modest carcargo go of of spicesspices 
that that wwas as impounded impounded immediateimmediately ly bbyy Cristóba Cristóball de de Har Haroo to to satisfy satisfy thethe 
eexpeditionxpedition’s financia’s financial obl obligligationsations.. 

Elkano Elkano and and tw twoo of of his his men men wwer eree summoned summoned to to VVaalladolid lladolid and and 
wweerr ee rreeceice ivveed d bbyy EmperEmperor or CarCarlos los VV .. AsAs Ma Maggeellan llan had had ffeareared, ed, the the San San 
AntonioAntonio did did rretur eturnn to to Spain Spain after after disadisappearing ppearing.. Its Its pilot, pilot, Este Estevvâo âo 
Gómes Gómes,, wrwrested ested command command frfrom om ÁlvÁlvar aroo de de Mesquita Mesquita in in Tierr Tierraa dedell 
Fuego Fuego,, wwounding ounding and and imprisoning imprisoning his his cacaptain. ptain. Bac Backk in in EurEurope, ope, thethe 
hahapless pless Mesquita Mesquita wwas as turturned ned oovver er to to the the authorities authorities,, wwhile hile GuerrGuerraa 
and and Gómes Gómes mounted mounted their their dendenunciations unciations of of Ma Maggeellan. llan. Gómes Gómes andand 
Mesquita Mesquita wwer eree both both imprisoned imprisoned (Guerr (Guerraa wwas as not, not, gi givven en his his influen-influen-
tia tiall prprotectors), otectors), pending pending aa ffororma mall in invvestigestigation. ation. TThe he sta stakkes es wwer eree highigh,h, 
since since the the tw twoo eevident vident mmutineers utineers no noww arargued gued that that they they wwer eree ffororced ced toto 
act act bbyy the the cacaptain ptain ggener eneraal’s l’s ararbitrbitrar aryy depardeparturtures es frfrom om his his rrooyyaall man-man-
date, date, the the implementation implementation of of incompetent incompetent commands commands,, and and Mesquita’sMesquita’s 
complacent complacent eexxecution ecution of of them. them. TTher heree ensued ensued an an inquir inquiryy in in wwhic hichh 
fififty-fifty-fi vvee of of the the San San AntonioAntonio’s ’s cr creeww ggaavvee testimonytestimony .. AllAll wwer eree notnot inin 
the the opposition opposition to to Ma Maggeellan, llan, so so the the pictur picturee that that emer emergged ed wwas as quitequite 
confusing and contradictor Gómes long with of his associatesy. , a five ,
ecei ed prison sentence, lthoug he as quickly leased and gi enr v a a h w re v
ne na command. By the time Elkano arri ed in Spain and asa w val v w

summoned to cour to gi his ersion of the Ma llan xpedition,t ve v ge e
the importunate Mesquita, lthoug leased from prison, had beena h re

63. Cla vería, Los vascos , 134
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confusing and contradictory . Gómes, along with five of his associates, 
received a prison sentence, although he was quickly released and given 
a new naval command. By the time Elkano arrived in Spain and was 
summoned to court to give his version of the Magellan expedition, 
the importunate Mesquita, although released from prison, had been 

63. Clavería, Los vascos, 134. 



 
 

86 s P

stripped of all of his . All of the verdicts wer e handed
dodown bwn by Bishop Fy Bishop Fonseca himseonseca himselflf.. 

In In VVaalladolid, lladolid, Elkano Elkano wwaas s queried queried ccloselosely ly bbyy the the authoritiesauthorities 
rregegararding ding the the vvooyyaagge, e, and and parparticularticularly ly its its insurrinsurrections ections.. He He denounceddenounced 
his his cacaptain ptain ggener eneraall harshly harshly,, accusing accusing him him of of lac lackk of of considerconsiderationation ffoor r 
his his men, men, irr irreevvererence ence to towwar ardd the the monar monarcch’s h’s instructions instructions,, and and harharborbor--
ing ing an an anti-Castilian anti-Castilian and and prpro-Po-Porortuguese tuguese bias bias,, as as best best eexprxpressed essed inin 
the the confconferr erraall of of command command upon upon his his rreelati lativves es,, ÁlvÁlvar aroo de de Mesquita Mesquita andand 
DuarDuarte te de de BarBarbosa. bosa. Elkano Elkano negneglected lected to to mention mention his his oown wn par partt in in thethe 
San San AntonioAntonio mmutiny utiny on on the the hig highh seas seas and and his his subsequent subsequent command command ofof 
the mthe mutineers’ cannon.utineers’ cannon.6655 

OutOut ofof ggrratitude,atitude, thethe emperemperoror ggaavvee thethe survisurvivvorsors aa quarquarterter ofof thethe 
one-fifthone-fifth sharshar ee inin the the carcargogo that that accrued accrued toto him.him. 6666 Elkano Elkano rrequestedequested 
that that he he be be named named commander commander of of any any subsequent subsequent vvooyyaagges es to to thethe 
Moluccas Moluccas.. TThis his wwas as denied, denied, since since the the king king had had aalrlready eady commissionedcommissioned 
aa second second eexpedition xpedition under under the the command command of of GarGarcía cía JJofr ofree de de Loaísa.Loaísa. 
Ho Howweevver er,, Elkano Elkano wwas as to to serv servee as as cacaptain ptain ggener eneraall on on the the rretureturnn vvooyyaagge.e. 
(T(The he plan plan cacalled lled ffor or Loaísa Loaísa to to rremain emain in in the the Moluccas Moluccas as as the the SpanishSpanish 
go govverernornor.) .) FurFurtherthermormore, e, Elkano Elkano wwould ould assume assume Loaísa’s Loaísa’s post, post, shouldshould 
his his commander commander die die on on the the outwoutwar ardd jourjourneyney.. 6767 CharCharlesles aallso so cconfonferrerred ed 
upon upon Elkano Elkano aa pension pension of of fifivvee hundrhundred ed gold gold ducats ducats annannuaually lly,, to to bebe 
paid paid to to his his impo impovverished erished rreelati lativves es,, and and the the rigright ht to to incorincorporporate ate intointo 
his his family family escutcescutcheon heon the the ima imaggee of of aa gglobe lobe bearing bearing the the inscription inscription Hic Hic 
primus primus circircundedit cundedit me me (Y(Youou wweerree thethe fifirst rst to to cir circcle le me). me). Elkano Elkano askasked ed 
ffor or and and rrecei eceivved ed aa parpardon don ffor or the the crime crime of of hahaving ving sold sold aa Spanish Spanish vves-es-
sesell toto aa ffororeigner eigner.. Since Since the the rrooyyaall ttrreasureasuryy wwas as str straapped, pped, the the pension pension 
wwas as to to be be paid paid bbyy the the Casa Casa de de la la Especiería Especiería (House (House of of Spices),Spices),668 8 aa nneeww 
monopoly monopoly on on trtrade ade with with the the Indies Indies sited sited in in La La Coruña Coruña and and oownedwned bbyy 
Bishop Bishop FFonseca onseca and and Cristóba Cristóball de de Har Haroo.. In In the the eevvent, ent, the the pensionpension wwaas s 
ne nevver er paid paid during during Elkano’s Elkano’s liflifetime etime and and then then became became the the object object ofof 
interintermina minabble, if le, if  fruitlessfruitless, litig, litigation bation by his estate.y his estate. 

64. Eustaquio Fer nández de Navarrete, Historia de Juan Sebastián del Cano  (1872; Bilbao:
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AccorAccording ding to to PParr arr,, it it is is lik likeely ly that that Elkano Elkano and and the the other other mmutineersutineers 
destr destrooyyed ed Ma Maggeellanllan’s ’s papapers pers and and diaries diaries in in ororder der to to silence silence the the cacaptainptain 
ggeenerneraall’s ’s account account o off the the vvooyyaagge.e.669 9 WWee kno knoww details details of of it it lar larggeely ly frfromom 
the the testimony testimony of of the the mmutineers utineers themsethemselvlves es and and frfrom om the the cchrhroniconicle le ofof 
Antonio Antonio PigPigafafetta. etta. TThe he ItaItalian lian wwas as ggrranted anted aa pri privvate ate rrooyyaall audienceaudience 
with with CharCharles les,, at at wwhic hichh (P(Parr arr speculates) speculates) he he ggaavvee the the king king his his full full vverer--
sion. sion. It It seems seems,, ho howweevver er,, that that PigPigafafetta etta wwas as ororderdered ed to to eexpung xpungee somesome 
of of his his observobservations ations of of the the vvarious arious mmutinies—just utinies—just bbyy wwhom hom is is unceruncer--
tain. tain. WWith ith Ma Maggeellan llan una unabble le to to defdefend end himsehimself lf,, and and most most of of his his PPoror--
tuguese tuguese intimates intimates dead, dead, the the FFonseca-Har onseca-Haroo faction faction had had the the courcourtrtroomoom 
to themseto themselvlveses.. 

ArArgua guabbly ly,, Espinosa Espinosa migmight ht ha havvee pr proovided vided aa crcredibedible le countervcountervail-ail-
ing ing vversion ersion of of the the Ma Maggeellan llan eexpedition, xpedition, bbut ut circircumstances cumstances sidesidelined lined 
him, him, asas wweelll.l. By By tthe he ttime ime he he rrepairepaired ed tthe he TTrinidadrinidad ,, the the monsoons monsoons had had 
shifted, shifted, and and he he could could no no longlongerer ffoollolloww iinn tthehe wwaakkee ooff tthehe VVictoriaictoria.. HeHe 
headed headed nornorth, th, into into the the China China Sea, Sea, in in sear searcchh of of eastereasterlies lies that that wwouldould 
carr carryy him him to to Ne Neww Spain. Spain. PrProper oper understanding understanding of of that that aalterlternati nativvee lalayy 
in in the the futurfuture, e, and and Espinosa Espinosa wwas as no no nanavigvigator ator.. After After mmuc uchh harhardshipdship 
and and the the deaths deaths of of thirthirty-thr ty-threee e of of his his fififty-thr fty-thr eee e men, men, the the twtwenty enty survi-survi-
vvors ors limped limped bac backk to to TTerernate nate and and surrsurrenderendered ed to to the the PPorortuguese. tuguese. It It wwasas 
not not until until 15261526   that that hehe wwaas s rreelleased eased bbyy them them and and aalllo lowwed ed to to rretur etur nn to to 
Spain, w Spain, weell after the o ll after the offciacial in l invvestigestigations wations werere conce concluded.luded.770 0 

Mean Meanwwhile, hile, befbefor oree the the launclaunching hing of of the the Loaísa Loaísa eexpedition, xpedition, PPoror--
tug tugaall cchahallengllenged ed the the cclaim laim that that the the Moluccas Moluccas ffeellll within within the the Span-Span-
ish ish ororbit bit as as defined defined bbyy the the TTorordesillas desillas Line. Line. AA joint joint commission commission ofof 
inquir inquiryy begbegan an nearnearly ly tw twoo months months of of hearings hearings in in Badajo Badajozz on on AApril pril 
1111,, 15241524. . TThhe e prproceedings oceedings aalterlternated nated betwbetween een the the Spanish Spanish city city and and 
ElvElvas as,, in in PPorortug tugaal. l. Both Both sides sides named named aa fforormida midabble le team team of of councilorscouncilors.. 
Castilla Castilla wwas as rreprepresented esented bbyy nine nine eexperxperts—incts—including luding HerHernando nando ColónColón 
(Christopher(Christopher ColumbColumbus’sus’s son),son), SeSebastianobastiano CaCabotoboto (son(son ofof JJohnohn 
CaCabot bot and and no noww in in the the service service of of Spain), Spain), and and JJuan uan VVespucci espucci (Ameri-(Ameri-
go’s go’s nephe nepheww and and the the subsequent subsequent author author,, in in 15261526, , ofof aa famedfamed wwororld ld 
mamap). p). TThe he Spanish Spanish cclaim laim wwas as based based upon upon aa ma mapp prpreparepared ed (pr(proba obabbly ly 
in in 15231523))  bbyy EElkanolkano.. HeHe wwas as aa kkey ey member member ofof the the Spanish Spanish dede llegegation. ation. 

69.69. PParr arr,, FFererdinand Magdinand Magellan ellan,, 376376. 
70.70. Ibid.,Ibid., 368368–7171. . AA ggrrateful ateful CharCharles les made made Espinosa Espinosa aa nobnobleman leman and and ggaavvee him him aa ggenerenerousous 

pension. In pension. In 15291529, he w , he was aas appointed to a higppointed to a high nah navvaal post. l post. 
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TThe he PPorortuguese tuguese side side wwas as led led bbyy the the rrenoenowned wned fifigurgur ee DioDiogo go Lopes Lopes dede 
SiqueirSiqueira, a, the the fforormer mer go govverernor nor of of India India that that Ma Maggeellan llan had had once once servserveded 
so lo so loyyaallylly..771 1 

TThhereree wwaass aalso lso cercertain tain intrigue intrigue surrsurrounding ounding Elkano’s Elkano’s person. person. 
HeHe a asks keed d ffoor r and,and, onon MaMayy 2020,,  15241524,  , rrecei eceivved ed twtwoo bodybodyguarguards ds frfromom 
CharCharles les after after infinfororming ming his his monar monarcchh that that his his lif lifee wwas as thrthreatened.eatened. 
Some Some historians historians think think that that Lisbon Lisbon migmight ht ha havvee sent sent assassins assassins to to bbloclockk 
Elkano’sElkano’s iinputnput frfro omm thethe prprooceedings ceedings,,772 2 bbut ut others others suspect suspect that that kinskins--
men men of of María María VVidaurridaurreta, eta, the the wwoman oman with with wwhom hom he he had had an an illegiti-illegiti-
mate mate cchild, hild, wwer eree trtrying ying to to ffororce ce the the no noww cecelelebrity brity to to marr marryy herher..7733 TThehe 
PPorortuguese tuguese rrefused efused to to accept accept Elkano’s Elkano’s ma mapp as as definiti definitivve, e, and and the the prproo--
ceedings ceedings terterminated minated without without any any kind kind of of aaggrreement. eement. TThe he Loaísa Loaísa eexpe-xpe-
dition dition had had been been placed placed on on hold hold pending pending the the outcome outcome of of the the BadajoBadajozz 
negotiationsnegotiations, and pr, and prepareparations fations for it noor it now commenced in earw commenced in earnest.nest. 

By By this this time, time, the the influence influence of of Cristóba Cristóball de de Har Haroo at at the the SpanishSpanish 
cour courtt wwas as parparamount. amount. By By 11519519, ,  tthe he eemper mperoorr CCar arllos’sos’s ttrusted rusted s secrecreetartar yy 
wwas as Maximilian Maximilian TTrranssylvanssylvananus us,, Diego Diego de de HarHaro’s o’s son-in-lason-in-laww.. CrCreationeation 
of of the the Casa Casa de de Especiería Especiería iinn AAsturias sturias iitse tsellff rreeflfleected cted its its mormoree concon--
vvenient enient location location (compar(compared ed with with SeSevilla) villa) with with rrespect espect to to trtrade ade withwith 
the the LoLoww CountrieCountries s.. OfOf t the he rreequirquire ed d f funding unding ofof 1616 ,,  601601,, 558558   marmaraavvedís edís 
ffor or the the Loaísa Loaísa eexpedition, xpedition, the the cr croown wn put put up up 1010  million. million. Cristóba Cristóball de de 
Har Haroo became became the the point point person person in in the the fifinancing nancing of of the the rremainder emainder.. HeHe 
induced induced JJaakkob ob Fug Fuggger er and and his his associates associates to to pr proovide vide 33,,750750,, 000000.. Cris-Cris-
tóbatóball himsehimselflf ininvveested sted 806806, , 250250   and and attrattracted acted an an adadditiona ditionall 733733,, 125125   
frfrom om other other SpaniarSpaniards ds (inc(including luding one one of of his his sons). sons). Cristóba Cristóball de de HarHaroo 
wwas cas char hargged with o ed with ovversigersight of ht of the prthe prepareparations fations for the or the fleet.fleet.7744 

71. Mitchell, Elcano , 108 11
72. Ibid., 115
73. Lucena, Juan Sebastián Elcano , 211
74. Kellenbenz, Los Fug ger, 216 18. The banker would continue to be a major l

force at cour t for years to come. In 1528, when the cr own needed of 113 000 ducats
to send an expeditionar y force of tw o thousand infantrymen to Flanders , it was Cristóba l (and
both Italian and German bankers recruited by him) that pr ovided the letters of credit. Then,
in the summer of 1529, when King Carlos needed a loan of 1,5 million ducats , Har o was again
on the point for the House of Fugger . Ibid., 83 85. Meanwhile, he negotiated for the Fug gers’ 
control of crown income from some of its juros (proprietorships) and maestrazgos (master-
ship over the territor y of a militar y order) throug h outright pur chase or as collater al on loans.
Ibid., 192 97
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force at court for years to come. In 1528, when the crown needed financing of 113,000 ducats financing 
to send an expeditionary force of two thousand infantrymen to Flanders, it was Cristóbal (and 
both Italian and German bankers recruited by him) that provided the letters of credit. Then, 
in the summer of 1529, when King Carlos needed a loan of 1,5 million ducats, Haro was again 
on the point for the House of Fugger. Ibid., 83–85. Meanwhile, he negotiated for the Fuggers’ 
control of crown income from some of its juros (proprietorships) and maestrazgos (master-
ship over the territory of a military order) through outright purchase or as collateral on loans. 
Ibid., 192–97. 
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Mean hile, ther er serious de lopments in the Ne orldw e w e ve w W
Ne orld that ould ect xplorations or ears to come.w W w af P e f y
In esident of Cuba and ormer ma or of the island’s second, a r f y
lar est town, Hernán Cortés ecei ed permission to launc landg , r v h a
xploration on the adjacent continent. By then, Spanish colonistse
er easona ly ensconced on se er Caribbean islands andw e r b well v al ,

ther as lear understanding that continenta barrier separatede w a c a l
them from the Orient—hence the launching of Ma llan’s xpeditionge e
that same ear in sear of the souther passa e. Ho er the y ch n g wev ,
land itself emained pretty uc terr incognita that had bar lyr m h a a e
been in estigated. Cortés as proposing only the thir mainlandv w d
xpedition to date and as heavy in estor in it. But then,e w a l v

just as he as prepared to depart, Cuba’s go ernor Diego lázquezw v , Ve
de Cuéllar annulled the xpedition’s license. So it as an impulsi, e w ve
Hernán Cortés ho disobeyed an cia order to the contrar andw of l y
in aded Mexico landing at the site of the futur eracruz. his madev , e V T
him potentia llying point or Ne orld halleng to bsolutea l ra f a w W c e a
cr wn authority er colonia politica and economic airs Indeed,o ov l l af .
an larmed Go ernor lázquez in Cuba and Bishop onseca in Spaina v Ve F
tried to bring Cortés to hee with militar orce and an assassinationl a y f
attempt—both unsuccessful.

Cortés as not the only xplorer to launc an xpedition to thew e h e
American mainland in Inspired the epor of uan de Grijal-. by r t J
a’s xplorations long the Gulf Coast of norther Mexico anciscov e a n , Fr

de Gar go ernor of amaica, sent his wn our ships (under theay, v J o f
command of Captain Alonso Álvarez de Pineda) to xplor the entire e e
coastline from lorida to eracruz. Indeed, Pineda arri ed at the F V v
ter days after Cortés had thence initiated his conquest of centra few al
Mexico Hernán had destr ed his wn essels in order to pr ent his. oy o v ev
men from defecting, and he no faced possible threat to his earw a r
guard. He rushed bac to eracruz and met with Pineda’s three-mank V
delegation, hic sought to negotiate the norther limit of Cortés’sw h n
laims long the Gulf Coast. ather than accede, Cortés arrested thec a R

men, then tric ed Pineda into sending ashor another party of tw lve,k e e
our of hom er lso seized. he emaining eight eturned to theirf w w e a T r r

75. Parr , Ferdinand Magellan , 190

Meanwhile, there were serious developments in the New World 
acifi c New World that would afect Pacific explorations for years to come. 

In 15191519, a resident of Cuba and former mayor of the island’s second 
largest town, Hernán Cortés, received permission to launch a land 
exploration on the adjacent continent. By then, Spanish colonists 
were reasonably well ensconced on several Caribbean islands, and 
there was a clear understanding that a continental barrier separated 
them from the Orient—hence the launching of Magellan’s expedition 

main-that same year in search of the southern passage. However, the main-
land itself remained pretty much a terra incognita that had barely 
been investigated. Cortés was proposing only the third mainland 

financia expedition to date and was a heavy financial investor in it. But then, 
just as he was prepared to depart, Cuba’s governor, Diego Velázquez 
de Cuéllar, annulled the expedition’s license. So it was an impulsive 
Hernán Cortés who disobeyed an ofcial order to the contrary and 
invaded Mexico, landing at the site of the future Veracruz. This made 
him a potential rallying point for a New World challenge to absolute 
crown authority over colonial political and economic afairs. Indeed, 
an alarmed Governor Velázquez in Cuba and Bishop Fonseca in Spain 
tried to bring Cortés to heel with a military force and an assassination 
attempt—both unsuccessful.7575 

Cortés was not the only explorer to launch an expedition to the 
American mainland in 15191519. Inspired by the report of Juan de Grijal-
va’s explorations along the Gulf Coast of northern Mexico, Francisco 
de Garay, governor of Jamaica, sent his own four ships (under the 
command of Captain Alonso Álvarez de Pineda) to explore the entire 

lat-coastline from Florida to Veracruz. Indeed, Pineda arrived at the lat-
ter a few days after Cortés had thence initiated his conquest of central 
Mexico. Hernán had destroyed his own vessels in order to prevent his 
men from defecting, and he now faced a possible threat to his rear 
guard. He rushed back to Veracruz and met with Pineda’s three-man 
delegation, which sought to negotiate the northern limit of Cortés’s 
claims along the Gulf Coast. Rather than accede, Cortés arrested the 
men, then tricked Pineda into sending ashore another party of twelve, 
four of whom were also seized. The remaining eight returned to their 

75. Parr, Ferdinand Magellan, 190. 
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shipship,, and and Pineda Pineda ssailed ailed aawwaayy .. FFrrom om his his se sevven en cacapti ptivves es,, HerHernán nán learlearnedned 
of of  Pineda’s ePineda’s explorxplorations and Gar ations and Garaay’s ambitionsy’s ambitions.. 

CorCortés tés rresolvesolved ed to to esta estabblish lish his his prpresence esence and and cclaim laim to to the the entirentiree 
Gulf Gulf Coast Coast as as soon soon as as possibpossible le after after fifirst rst defdefeating eating the the Aztec Aztec ConfConfed-ed-
ereration ation and and then then rresuming esuming his his mar marcchh to to TTenocenochtitlán. htitlán. By By 15211521, , CorCortés tés 
wwas as in in contrcontrol ol of of centr centraall MeMexico xico and and wwas as constructing constructing his his oown wn porportt 
of of VVereracruz. acruz. Mean Meanwwhile, hile, in in 15201520, , GoGovveerrnor nor GarGaraayy,, “on“on good good tertermsms 
with with BishopBishop FFonseca,”onseca,” 7766 petitioned petitioned the the cr croown wn ffor or crcreation eation of of the the pr proov-v-
ince ince of of PPánánuco uco to to the the nornorth th of of VVereracruz acruz and and askasked ed to to be be made made its its 
adelantadoadelantado ,, oror militarmilitaryy gogo vverernornor .. HeHe aalso lso dispatcdispatched hed Pineda Pineda to to the the 
ararea ea to to ffound ound aa colony colony at at the the mouth mouth of of thethe PPáánnuucoco RRiivveerr.. He He plannedplanned 
to to pr proovision vision it it monthly monthly frfrom om JJamaica amaica with with supply supply ships ships.. TThe he first first mis-mis-
sion, sion, under under the the command command of of Diego Diego de de CamarCamargo go,, rreaceached hed the the colonycolony 
just just prior prior to to an an Indian Indian attac attackk in in wwhic hichh Pineda Pineda and and ffororty ty colonists colonists wwereree 
killed. killed. TThe he mor moree than than sixty sixty survi survivvors ors,, no noww under under CamarCamargo go,, mademade 
their their wwaayy to to VVereracruz, acruz, arriarriving ving ther theree in in vver eryy poor poor condition. condition. Cama-Cama-
rrgo go eexpirxpired ed soon soon therthereafter eafter,, and and his his ffollo ollowwers ers enterentered ed CorCortés’s tés’s rranksanks.. 
Una Unawwar aree of of any any of of this this,, Gar Garaayy contincontinued ued attempts attempts to to rresupply esupply his his 
PPánánuco uco colonycolony .. TThe he nenextxt cacaptainptain toto arriarrivvee atat the the PPánánuco uco RiRivver er wwas as 
Gar Garaay’s y’s long-ter long-termm associate associate Migue Miguell Díaz Díaz de de AAux. ux. He He ffound ound no no sign sign ofof 
lif lifee in in the the destr destrooyyed ed colony colony and and took took his his fififty fty men men to to VVereracruz. acruz. TTheyhey,, 
tootoo, enter, entered Hered Hernánnán’s service.’s service.7777 

FFaced aced with with CorCortés’s tés’s fait fait accompli, accompli, the the cr croown wn sougsought ht to to limit limit itsits 
scope.scope. OnOn JJune une 44,, 15211521, , itit crcreatedeated thethe prproovincevince ofof PPánánucouco andand namednamed 
FFrrancisco ancisco de de Gar Garaayy as as its its fifirst rst adelantadoadelantado ,, with with authorization authorization to to colo-colo-
nize nize that that rregion. egion. WWhen hen he he learlearned ned of of this this,, CorCortés tés wwas as quic quickk to to ororderder 
his his rreprepresentati esentativves es at at cour courtt to to see seekk rreevvocation ocation of of or or limitations limitations uponupon 
Gar Garaay’s y’s ggrrant. ant. By By latelate 15221522,,  HerHernán nán wwas as mamaking king hishis oown wn plans plans toto 
occupy the Poccupy the Pánánuco uco..7788 

At At the the same same time, time, HerHernánnán’s ’s stunning stunning accomplishments accomplishments couldcould 
scarscarcecely ly be be ignorignored. ed. TThey hey had had rreevveaealed led the the miner mineraall wweaealth lth andand aaggrri-i-
cultur culturaall potentia potentiall of of the the American American mainland. mainland. Spanish Spanish imaimaginationsginations 
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ages, A.D. 1492 1616 (New York: Oxford Uni versity Press , 1974), 517

77. Donald E. Chipman, Nuno de Guzman and the Pr ovince of Panuco in New Spain
1518 1533 (Glendale: Arthur H. Clark, 1967), 46 53
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wwer eree no noww inflamed inflamed bbyy rumors rumors of of fa fabbled led cicivilizations vilizations and and fa fabbulousulous 
miner mineraall wweaealth lth to to both both the the vvaague gue nornorth th and and south south of of centr centraall MeMexico xico.. 
TThhereree wwaass aalso lso the the immediate immediate attrattraction action of of its its sasalubrious lubrious highighlands hlands,, 
wwhic hichh oofferered ed aa vvast ast ne neww frfrontier ontier to to the the esta estabblished lished EstrEstremaduremaduranan 
rrancanching hing complecomplex—nati x—nativvee rregion egion of of CorCortés tés and and many many of of his his con-con-
quistadors quistadors.. TThe he lo lowwlands lands heheld ld out out the the prprospect ospect of of eevventua entuall trtropicaopicall 
plantations plantations,, wwhichich, h, among among other other prproducts oducts,, migmight ht pr proovide vide seriousserious 
competition competition to to PPorortuguese tuguese MadeirMadeira’s a’s near near monopoly monopoly on on the the EurEuroo--
pean sugpean sugar mar ar markket.et. 

ConsequentlyConsequently,, inin OOctober ctober ofof 15221522, , aa rreebebellious llious CorCortés tés rrecei eceivveded 
ffororma mall rrooyyaall rrecoecognition gnition of of his his MeMexican xican conquests conquests.. He He wwas as aappointedppointed 
go govverernor nor and and cacaptain ptain ggener eneraall of of the the ne neww vicer vicerooyyaalty lty of of Nue Nuevvaa España.España. 
Ho Howweevver er,, CharCharles les VV aalso lso sent sent out out aa trtreasureasurer er,, an an accountant, accountant, aa trtradeade 
aaggent, ent, and and an an inspector inspector to to look look after after his his interinterests—Corests—Cortés tés had had nonoww 
been e been effecti ectivveely incorly incorporporated into Spanish o ated into Spanish offciacialdom.ldom. 

TThe he ffolloollowing wing yyear ear,, the the king king ororderdered ed CorCortés tés to to eexplor xploree both both thethe 
NorNorth th Atlantic Atlantic and and NorNorth th PPacifi acific c in in sear searcchh of of the the StrStrait ait of of Anián—theAnián—the 
fa fabbled led nornorther thernn passa passaggee that that wwould ould pr proovide vide EurEurope ope with with its its shorshortesttest 
rroute oute to to the the Orient. Orient. By By then, then, HerHernán nán had had aalrlready eady ffounded ounded aa shipyshipyarardd 
at at Zacatula,Zacatula, aabbout out 170170   miles miles to to the the nornorth th of of the the futurfuturee settlement settlement ofof 
AcaAcapulco pulco.. TThe he intent intent wwas as to to construct construct both both car caraavveels ls and and ber berggantines antines 
ffoor r PPaacifi cifi cc eexplorxploration. ation.779 9 TThen, hen, in in 15251525,,  the the emperemperor or ororderdered ed Cor Cor--
tés tés to to send send an an eexpedition xpedition to to the the Orient Orient to to sear searcchh ffor or Ma Maggeellanllan’s ’s lostlost 
TTrrinidadinidad..880 0

It It wwas as not not until until 15231523  thatthat GarGaraayy wwasas aabblele toto underundertatakkee aa coloniz-coloniz-
ing ing initiati initiativvee in in the the PPánánuco uco.. It It wwould ould seem seem that that he he needed needed fifinanciananciall 
assistance, assistance, since since he he enlisted enlisted the the suppor supportt of of Diego Diego Colón Colón and and GoGovv--
erernor nor VVeelázquez. lázquez. No No doubt doubt the the latter latter wweelcomed lcomed the the opporopportunity tunity to to 
thwthwar artt his his old old nemesis nemesis,, CorCortés tés.. Ho Howweevv er er,, bbyy 15231523,,  HerHernán nán had had eestastabb--
lished lished his his oown wn settlement settlement on on the the PPánánuco uco Ri Rivver er.. Gar Garaayy learlearned ned of of itit 
only only upon upon his his arri arrivvaall in in Cuba Cuba en en rroute oute to to Nue Nuevvaa España. España. He He nonoww 

79. Holmes, From New Spain by Sea , 48 51.
80. Ibid., 53 54. Cabot ne ver made it to the Moluccas . In Brazil, he learned of fa bled Inca 

wealth and spent consider able time exploring the Río de la Plata and ascending the Paraná in
search of a way to it. His with the area led to a mutiny that he was able to suppress . He 
esta blished the European settlement in both Urugua y and Ar gentina, both subsequently
destr oyed by the Indians . On July 22, 1530, Cabot arri ved bac k in Sevilla with a single ship,
twenty-four cr ewmen, and fifty sla ves that he pur chased in Brazil.

79. Holmes, From New Spain by Sea, 48–51. 
80. Ibid., 53–54. Cabot never made it to the Moluccas. In Brazil, he learned of fabled Inca 

wealth and spent considerable time exploring the Río de la Plata and ascending the Paraná in 
search of a way to it. His fixation with the area led to a mutiny that he was able to suppress. He fixation 
established the first European settlement in both Uruguay and Argentina, both subsequently first 
destroyed by the Indians. On July 22, 1530, Cabot arrived back in Sevilla with a single ship, 
twenty-four crewmen, and fifty slaves that he purchased in Brazil. 
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equested that prominent cia in the est Indies Alonso der a of l W ,
Zuazo go to Mexico to mediate between himself and Cortés he, . T
Gar and Cortés supporters er lso pressing their patrons’ ay w e a

laims at the Spanish court. he upshot as order thatc T w a royal
stated that the activities of neither man should infring upon thosee
of the other until ther as esolution of their dispute. In ect, bothe w r ef

er le to pursue colonization schemes in the ánuco lthoug itw e ab P , a h
emained under Gar y’s jurisdiction and as not et ormally parr a w y f a t

of Nue a España.v
In J of 1523 ignorant of the of the pr viousdecr, royal ee e

pril, Gar departed from Cuba with le en ships and six A ay e v
dred men. Intending to settle long the ánuco Ri er he mista enlya P v , k
entered the similar lmas Ri er instead. He acceded to his men’sPa v ,
desir to xplor it in sear of miner ls ut our-da xpeditione e e ch a , b a f y e
ound the area to be depopulated and orthless Gar decided tof w . ay

send his ships to the ánuco Ri er under the command of the xpe-P v , e
rienced uan de Grijalva, hile he led lar party ther erland. ByJ w a ge e ov
the time it arri ed at Cortés’s settlement, he and his men er in sadv w e
shape. hile they er easona ly attended edr de llejoW w e r b well by P o Va ,
leader of the Cortés settlement, Gar y’s men er disarmed. Grijalva w e a
efused to tur er his essels ut some of his cr utinied, andr n ov v , b ew m

the others efused his order to upon them. So Grijalv surrenderedr e a
to V llejo and was imprisoned.a

rd of Garay’s arrival had been sent to Cortés in Mexico
, a y f P

. w
, P o .

w r v royal
yP .r

of any bloodshed. Garay was shown the order,
m ve P

v e w w e
ay, a Ve w e
a w ay w by

-. ov a gr
o w k h

reement that divided the Pánuco between them. They also reed
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requested that a prominent ofcial in the West Indies, Alonso de 
Zuazo, go to Mexico to mediate between himself and Cortés. The 

con-Garay and Cortés supporters were also pressing their patrons’ con-
flicting flicting claims at the Spanish court. The upshot was a royal order that 
stated that the activities of neither man should infringe upon those 
of the other until there was resolution of their dispute. In efect, both 
were able to pursue colonization schemes in the Pánuco, although it 
remained under Garay’s jurisdiction and was not yet formally a part 
of Nueva España. 

In Juneune of 1523, ignorant of the royal decree of the previous 
hun-April, Garay departed from Cuba with eleven ships and six hun-

dred men. Intending to settle along the Pánuco River, he mistakenly 
entered the similar Palmas River, instead. He acceded to his men’s 
desire to explore it in search of minerals, but a four-day expedition 
found the area to be depopulated and worthless. Garay decided to 
send his ships to the Pánuco River, under the command of the expe-
rienced Juan de Grijalva, while he led a large party there overland. By 
the time it arrived at Cortés’s settlement, he and his men were in sad 
shape. While they were reasonably well attended by Pedro de Vallejo, 
leader of the Cortés settlement, Garay’s men were disarmed. Grijalva 
refused to turn over his vessels, but some of his crew mutinied, and 

firthe others refused his order to fire upon them. So Grijalva surrendered 
to Vallejo and was imprisoned. 

WoWord of Garay’s arrival had been sent to Cortés in Mexico 
City and he immediately dispatched militar orce to the ánuco City, and he immediately dispatched a military force to the Pánuco 
to confront the interloper It as under the command of Cortés’s 

de A ar d Scarcely had the 
to confront the interloper. It was under the command of Cortés’s 
long-standing comrade in arms long-standing comrade in arms, eP r o dedr de lvAlvara oado. Scarcely had the 
mission left Mexico City hen Hernán ecei ed his copy of the
order regarding the án ouco. He immediately dispatched an emissar 
mission left Mexico City when Hernán received his copy of the royal 
order egarding the Pánuc He immediately dispatched an emissary 
to Alvarado to headto Alvarado to head of any bloodshed. Garay was shown the order, 
and he and his councilors decided that they ust lea the ánuco and he and his councilors decided that they must leave the Pánuco 
Ri er to settle lse here. His men er unwilling to continue, and River to settle elsewhere. His men were unwilling to continue, and 
Gar Grijalva, and handful of låzquez supporters er put Garay, Grijalva, and a handful of Velåzquez supporters were put 
on boat to Cuba, hile Gar as invited Cortés to come to on a boat to Cuba, while Garay was invited by Cortés to come to 
Mexico City Hernán prMexico City ed to be Gar y’s acious host from Octo . Hernán proved to be Garay’s gracious host from Octo-
ber to December as the tw men or ed throug the details of an ber to December as the two men worked through the details of an 
ag ag agreement that divided the Pánuco between them. They also agreed 
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w y . 
ey attended Christmas Eve midnight mass together and then had 

ay fell w
.

81. Chipman, Nuno de Guzman, 67 73

Ferd 93 Ferdinand Magellan 

o da s later .81 

Th 
breakfast at Cortés’s home. Gar ay iimmediately fell ill and was dead breakfast at Cortés’s home. Gar mmediately ill and as dead 
ttwwo dayys later 81 

he adelantado’s son would marr y the conquistador’s daughter. 
They attended Christmas Eve midnight mass together and then had 
tthat hat tthe adelantado’s son ould marr the conquistador’s daughter 

81. Chipman, Nuno de Guzman, 67–73. 
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he second xpedition to the Moluccas headed García ofrT e , by J e
Loaísa,1 450 essels (four ofmen sailing in se env v

hic er constructed and outfitted in Bizkaia), left La Coruña onw h w e
uly 1525 Elkano as pilot major and captain of the Sancti ,J . ,

tus as second in command, as as the enture’s, w well v c navigator.
Gi en that the xpedition as highly ocused on the Basque Countrv e w f y
and toecruitment w oveab r w ected there, this ef
be the most “Basque” of any of Spain’s xplorations herP e . T e

er at least eighty-tw Basques in the lists of participants and thew e o ,
lists ar incomplete, prompting the historian uan Gil to ound the e J r of

umber in the Basque contingent at hundred. hese included tw T on a 2

of Elkano’s brothers one of hom served as the ship’s master of the , w
San Gabriel and the other as the pilot of the Sancti Spiritus Elkano’s.
brother-in-la Santiago de Gue ara, became the captain of the San-w, v

Segundo de Ispizúa notes that manytiag during the e. ho o voyag 3 w
joined the expedition were recruited by Elkano himself.4

One Basque lad as destined or particular eatness Andrés dew f gr .
on the far Oyanguren, located bout twUrdaneta w n m a oin

kilometers from the Gipuzkoan town of illafranca. In ,V

1. 1. GarGarcía cía JJofr ofree de de Loaísa’s Loaísa’s Iberian Iberian origins origins and and earearly ly carcareer eer ar aree some somewwhat hat mmur urkkyy .. Segundo Segundo 
dede Ispizúa, Ispizúa, citing citing FFrraayy RRodrigo odrigo de de AgAganduru’s anduru’s Historia Historia ggener eneraall de de las las islas islas occidentaoccidentalesles aall 
Asia Asia ad adyyacentesacentes ,, written written in in the the earearly ly se sevventeenth enteenth centur centuryy,, notesnotes that that Loaísa Loaísa wwas as “a “a Bizka Bizkayyan an 
ggentleman—Basque, entleman—Basque, aalthoug lthoughh bor bornn in in Ciudad Ciudad RReaeal.” l.” But But this this ma mayy wweellll be be aa strstretcetch. h. SegundoSegundo 
de Ispizúa, de Ispizúa, Historia de los vHistoria de los vascos en América ascos en América,, 6  vvols ols. (Bilbao: Impr. (Bilbao: Impr .. J J.. A. de Ler A. de Ler cchundi, hundi, 19141914–  
19191919), ), 1:242242. 

2. 2. JJuan uan Gil, Gil, “El “El entorentorno no vvasco asco de de Andrés Andrés de de UrUrdaneta,” daneta,” in in AAndrndrés és de de UrUrdaneta: daneta: Un Un hombr hombree 
modermodernono, ed. Susana T, ed. Susana Trucruchuehuelo Garlo Garcí (Lasarcí (Lasarte-Oria: Orte-Oria: Ordizia diziakko Udao Udala, la, 20092009), ), 327327.. 

3. 3. María María EstíbaEstíbaliz liz RRuiz uiz de de Azúa Azúa yy MarMartínez tínez de de EzquerEzquerecocecocha, ha, VVascongascongados ados yy AméricaAmérica 
(Madrid: Editoria(Madrid: Editorial MAPFRE,l MAPFRE, 19921992)) 5757; Gil, “El entor; Gil, “El entorno vno vascoasco,” ,” 329329. 

4.4. Ispizúa,Ispizúa, Historia Historia,, 1:241241.  

4 

Andrés de Urdaneta 

consisting off 450 men sailing in seven vessels (four of 
which were constructed and outfitted in Bizkaia), left La Coruña on 
July 24, 1525. Elkano , as pilot major and captain of the Sancti Spiri-

The second expedition to the Moluccas, headed by García Jofre ddee 
Loaísa,1 aandnd consisting o 

24 Spiri-
tus , was second in command, as well as the venture’s chief

consider le as efected there, this ould pr 

hief navigator. 
Given that the expedition was highly focused on the Basque Country 
and considerable recruitment was would prove to 

acifi c be the most “Basque” of any of Spain’s Pacific explorations. There 
were at least eighty-two Basques in the lists of participants, and the 
lists are incomplete, prompting the historian Juan Gil to round of the 
number in the Basque contingent at a hundred. 2 These included two 
of Elkano’s brothers, one of whom served as the ship’s master of the 
San Gabriel and the other as the pilot of the Sancti Spiritus . Elkano’s 
brother-in-la w, Santiago de Gue vara, became the captain of the San-
tiago during the voyage.3 Segundo de Ispizúa notes that many who 
joined the expedition were recruited by Elkano himself.4 

as bor in 1508 
kilometers from the Gipuzkoan town of Villafranca. In 1525, Elkano Elkano

One Basque lad was destined for particular greatness. Andrés de 
Urdaneta was born 1508 on the farm Oyanguren, located about two 

1525 
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rrecruited ecruited the the se sevventeen-yenteen-yearear-old -old as as his his pa pagge, e, signing signing as as persona personall guarguar--
antor of antor of  a saa salarlary ad y advvance to his prance to his protégé.otégé.55 

It It wwas as one one of of the the cchar hargges es of of the the Loaísa Loaísa eexpedition xpedition to to ma mapp prprop-op-
ererly ly the the passa passaggee thrthroug oughh the the StrStrait ait of of Ma Maggeellan. llan. Basques Basques wwer eree parpara-a-
mountmount inin tthishis endeaendea vvoror .. TThe he yyouthful outhful U Urrdaneta daneta wwas as aalrlready eady honing honing 
his his bbududding ding observobservationa ationall and and nanavigvigationa ationall skills skills,, and and MarMartín tín de de Uri-Uri-
ararte, te, the the Basque Basque pilot pilot of of the the flaflagship gship,, pr proovided vided the the first first systematicsystematic 
ccharharts ts.. AccorAccording ding to to SamSamue uell Eliot Eliot Morison, Morison, “Mar“Martín tín de de UriarUriarte te hadhad 
time time to to write write aa der der rroteroter oo (sailing (sailing dirdirections)ections) ffor or the the StrStrait, ait, wwhichic hh hehe 
took took bac backk to to Spain. Spain. It It wwas as ggrrossly ossly inaccurinaccurate, ate, rrecommending ecommending se sevvereraall 
harharbors bors that that had had neither neither holding holding ggrround ound nor nor prprotection, otection, and and describ-describ-
ing ing others others that that nobody nobody can can identify identify,, bbut ut no no better better guide guide wwas as aavvaila ailabblele 
until the neuntil the next centur xt centuryy.”.”66 

WWhhen en tthe he Sancti Sancti Spiritus Spiritus wwas as shipshipwrwrec eckked ed in in the the StrStrait ait of of Ma Maggeel-l-
lan, lan, and and he he wwas as ffororced ced to to aabandon bandon the the marmarooned ooned survi survivvors ors to to go go inin 
sear searcchh of of assistance, assistance, Elkano Elkano cchose hose UrUrdaneta daneta as as his his sole sole companion. companion. 
WWhile hile tr traavversing ersing the the strstrait, ait, the the San San GaGabriel briel slippedslipped aawwaayy ffrroom m tthe he rrest est 
and and made made ffor or home. home. TThe he rremaining emaining vvesseessels ls enterentered ed the the PPacifi acific c withoutwithout 
incident, incident, bbut ut fifivvee dadays ys later later wwer eree dispersed dispersed bbyy aa storstorm, m, and and thr threeee ofof 
them them wwer eree lost lost to to Loaísa. Loaísa. TThe he tw twoo car caraavveels ls,, the the Santa Santa María María del del PPar arrraall 
and and thethe San San LesmesLesmes ,, wwer eree ne nevver er hear heardd frfrom om aaggain, ain, aalthoug lthoughh it it seems seems 
that that the the fforormer mer migmight ht ha havvee crcrossed ossed the the ocean ocean on on its its oown wn to to MindanaoMindanao 
in the Philippinesin the Philippines..77 

TThhe e Santiag Santiagoo ,, no noww cacaptained ptained bbyy Elkano’s Elkano’s brbrotherother-in-la-in-laww,, SantiaSantiagogo 
de de Gue Guevvarara, a, sailed sailed nornorthwthwar ardd to to Nue Nuevvaa España España (Me(Mexico) xico) to to rrequestequest 
that that rreelief lief ffor or the the batterbattered ed eexpedition xpedition be be dispatcdispatched hed frfrom om therthere. e. OnOn 
boarboardd the the Santiag Santiagoo wwas as another another GipuzkGipuzkoan, oan, the the twtwenty-se enty-sevven-yen-yearear--
old old priest priest JJuan uan de de ArAreyza eyzagga, a, frfrom om the the coasta coastall totown wn of of Zumaia. Zumaia. HeHe 
wwould ould later later rrecount ecount to to GonzáGonzálo lo FFerernández nández de de Oviedo Oviedo,, author author of of thethe 
monmonumentaumentall Historía Historía ggener eneraall yy natur naturaall de de las las Indias Indias,, thethe vvooyyaaggers ers onon 

5. Mairin Mitchell, Friar Andrés de Urdaneta, O.S.A. (London: Macdonald and Evans,
1964), , 13, 27

6. Samue l Eliot Morison, The European Disco ver y of America, vol. , The Souther n Vo
ages, A.D. 1492 1616 (New York: Oxford Uni versity Press , 1974), 481

7. Fernando Guillén Salvetti and Carlos Vila Miranda, “La desdichada expedición de
García Jofr e de Loaísa,” in Descubrimientos españoles en el Mar del Sur , vols., Amancio
Landín Carrasco et al. (Madrid: Editorial Na val, 1992), 213 14
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5. Mairin Mitchell, Friar Andrés de Urdaneta, O.S.A . (London: Macdonald and Evans, 
1964), 4, 13, 27. 

6. Samuel Eliot Morison, The European Discovery of America, vol. 2, The Southern Voyy--
ages, A.D. 1492–1616 (New York: Oxford University Press, 1974), 481. 

7. Fernando Guillén Salvetti and Carlos Vila Miranda, “La desdichada expedición de 
García Jofre de Loaísa,” in Descubrimientos españoles en el Mar del Sur, 3 vols., Amancio 
Landín Carrasco et al. (Madrid: Editorial Naval, 1992), 1:213–14. 



  

97Andrés de Urdaneta Andrés de Urdaneta 97 

the the Santiag Santiagoo’s’s mmanyany ttr raavvails ails befbefororee rreaceaching hing TTeehuantepechuantepec .. ArAreyzaeyza ggaa 
aalso lso cclaimed laimed to to ha havvee commcommunicated unicated with with PPataatagonian gonian Indians Indians in in hishis 
nati nativve Basque langua e Basque languagge.e.88 

Mean Meanwwhile, hile, on on AApril pril 33,, 15261526,,   another another eexpedition xpedition depardeparted ted Sanlú-Sanlú-
car car de de BarrBarrameda, ameda, bound bound ffor or the the StrStrait ait of of Ma Maggeellan llan and and the the MoluccasMoluccas 
beybeyond. ond. It It consisted consisted of of tw twoo hundrhundred ed men men and and wwas as headed headed bbyy SeSebas-bas-
tian tian CaCabot, bot, bbyy no noww aa Spanish Spanish cacaptain ptain ggener eneraal. l. Muc Muchh earearlier lier SeSebastianbastian 
ma mayy ha havvee accompanied accompanied his his father father JJohn, ohn, both both serving serving EngEngland, land, in in thethe 
unsuccessfulunsuccessful 14971497   sear searcchh in in TTerrerrano anovvaa ffor or the the nornorther thernn passa passagge. e. InIn 
15081508––15091509, ,  SeSebastian bastian headed headed his his oown wn rrepeat epeat eexpedition xpedition ffor or the the Eng-Eng-
lish lish cr croown wn and and errerroneously oneously cclaimed laimed to to ha havvee ffound ound the the passa passagge—hee—he 
had lik had likeely disco ly discovverered the entred the entrance to Hudson Ba ance to Hudson Bayy, instead., instead. 

Loaísa Loaísa himsehimself lf succumbed succumbed to to scurvy scurvy in in the the mid-Pmid-Pacifi acific c on on JJuly uly 
2020,,  15261526,,  aandnd wwas as succeeded succeeded bbyy Elkano—wElkano—who ho aallso so died died o off tthe he disease disease 
shorshortlytly ttherhereafter eafter ((AAugust ugust 44). ). Ele Elevven en dadays ys befbefor oree his his death, death, Elkano Elkano 
made made out out his his last last will will and and testament, testament, witnessed witnessed bbyy se sevven en personspersons.. 
All All wwer eree Basques Basques,, incincluding luding his his yyoung oung prprotégé. otégé. UrUrdaneta daneta wwas as namednamed 
coequa coequall heir heir of of Elkano’s Elkano’s shar sharee in in the the benefits benefits of of the the eexpedition,xpedition, 
aalong long with with the the deceased’s deceased’s brbrotherother-in-la -in-laww,, Gue Guevvarara, a, and and his his nephenepheww 
EsteEsteban.ban. 

In In October October of of 15271527,,  CorCortés tés dispatcdispatched hed thrthr eeee ships ships to to the the Moluc-Moluc-
cas cas under under the the command command of of ÁlvÁlvar aroo de de Saa Saavvedredra. a. In In adaddition dition to to deterdeter--
miningmining tthe he ffate ate ofof thethe TTrinidad rinidad ,, they they wwereree to to ascerascertain tain that that of of thethe 
Loaísa and CaLoaísa and Cabot ebot expeditionsxpeditions, as w , as weell.ll.99 

Elkano’ Legacs y
Elkano’s will and testament is windo upon the pious mentality anda w
socia lations of his da It distributes his assets among his immedi-.l re y
ate family and kinsmen. It eflects harita le concerns in bequestsr c b f
widows and orphans irtually er hur and hape in his nata. V ev y c ch c l l

8. Areyza ga’s bio grapher , José de Arteche, pr ovides a discussion of the philologica l and
linguistic literatur e that ma kes this possibility less far-fetched. José de Arteche, Cuatr o relatos 
(Pamplona: Editorial Gómez, 1959), 53 59. Indeed, there ha ve been se ver al scholarly attempts
to detect links between Basque and many Amerindian langua ges . To date, ho wever , Basque
remains as its own langua ge family—that is , without clearly demonstr able connections with
any other human tongue.

9. Maurice G. Holmes, New Spain to the Californias by Sea, 1519 1668  (Glendale: Arthur
k, 1963), 53 54.

Elkano’s Legacy 
Elkano’s will and testament is a window upon the pious mentality and 
socia l relations of his da y . It distributes his assets among his immedi-
ate family and kinsmen. It reflects charitable concerns in bequests for or 
widows and orphans. Virtually every church and chapel in his natal 

8. Areyzaga’s biographer, José de Arteche, provides a discussion of the philological and 
linguistic literature that makes this possibility less far-fetched. José de Arteche, Cuatro relatos 
(Pamplona: Editorial Gómez, 1959), 53–59. Indeed, there have been several scholarly attempts 
to detect links between Basque and many Amerindian languages. To date, however, Basque 
remains as its own language family—that is, without clearly demonstrable connections with 
any other human tongue. 

9. Maurice G. Holmes, New Spain to the Californias by Sea, 1519–1668 (Glendale: Arthur 
H. Clark, 1963), 53–54. H. Clar 
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totown wn and and aa seselect lect ffeeww in in neigneighboring hboring totowns wns rrecei eceivvee their their due. due. TThehe 
cchur hurcchh of of the the VVirirgin gin of of Itziar Itziar,, patrpatroness oness of of mariners mariners,, is is singsingled led out out fforor 
specia speciall trtreatment. eatment. As As had had ColumbColumbus us in in his his will, will, Elkano Elkano rrememberemembereded 
the the monaster monasteryy of of the the VVirirgin gin of of GuadaGuadalupe lupe in in ExtrExtremaduremadura—anothera—another 
prprotectrotectress of ess of  marinersmariners.. 

Elkano Elkano then then dirdirects ects his his attention attention to to his his monar monarcchh in in ororder der to to listlist 
his his assets assets.. He He states states that that he he is is oowweed d 11,,750750   ducatsducats bbyy the the king king to to be be 
paid paid bbyy the the House House of of Spices Spices.. One One thousand thousand ducats ducats wwas as his his sasalar laryy as as 
cchief hief pilot pilot and and cacaptain ptain of of the the Sancti Sancti Spiritus Spiritus.. CristóbaCristóball ddee HHararoo had had 
ad advvanced anced Elkano Elkano fifty fifty thousand thousand mar maraavvedís edís,, wwhic hichh he he used used to to meet meet cercer--
tain tain obobligligations ations,, aaggainst ainst said said sasalar laryy,, and and the the rremainder emainder rreprepresentedesented 
the the Basque’s Basque’s persona personall sta stakkee in in the the prprofits ofits frfrom om the the sasale le of of the the eexpe-xpe-
ditiondition’s ’s carcargo go.. He He had had aalso lso borr borroowwed ed an an adadditiona ditionall eele levven en or or tw tweelvlvee 
thousand thousand mar maraavvedís edís frfrom om the the bankbanker er.. Elkano Elkano notes notes that that both both of of his his 
dedebtsbts toto HarHaroo araree documented documented ffoorrmama llly ly and and should should be be paid paid bbyy his his 
estate.estate.110 0 

TThe he fifigur gur ee of of Elkano Elkano lends lends itseitself lf to to mmultiple ultiple interinterprpretations etations.. FForor 
many many,, he he wwas as Ma Maggeellanllan’s ’s lo loyyaall confidante confidante wwho ho,, upon upon his his commander’scommander’s 
death, death, assumed assumed contrcontrol ol and and completed completed the the fifirst rst circircumnacumnavigvigation. ation. 
Hug Hughh TThomas homas rrefefers ers to to him him as as “immor“immortatal”l”1 11 1 andand asas “a“a rresouresourceful ceful 
BasqueBasque sailorsailor .. .. .. wwhose hose place place iin n histor histor yy is is secursecure.” e.”1 12 2 TToo be be sursure, e, he he is is 
vieviewweedd asas aa her heroo ofof tthehe ggrreatest eatest mamagnitude gnitude in in the the Basque Basque Countr Countryy,,113 3 

with with corrcorresponding esponding rrecoecognition gnition in in monmonuments uments,, plaques plaques,, and and bbuildinguilding 
names names.. YYet et some some historians historians ar aree mor moree rreserveserved ed in in their their prpraise, aise, underunder--
scoring scoring that that he he had had been been one one of of the the conspirconspirators ators in in aa mmutiny utiny aaggainstainst 
Ma Maggeellan. llan. Indeed, Indeed, Elkano Elkano rrecei eceivved ed aa death death sentence sentence that that wwas as com-com-
mmuted uted only only out out of of the the sheer sheer necessity necessity of of aallollowing wing the the rrepentants epentants toto 
rreesumesume their their places places inin the the eexpeditionxpedition ’’s s llean ean rranksanks .. In In the the judgment judgment ofof 
historianhistorian JJ.. CC.. BeaBeagglleehole, hole, Elkano Elkano wwas as “a “a good good pilot pilot bbuut t aa faithless faithless 
man,” man,” one one of of thr threeee ringringleaders leaders wwho ho actuaactually lly led led the the assault assault on on Ma Maggeel-l-

10. Eustaquio Fer nández de Navarrete, Historia de Juan Sebastián del Cano  (1872; Bilbao:
Amigos del Libro Vasco, 1985), 321 26.

11. Hugh Thomas , The Golden Empire: Spain, Charles V, and the Creation of America
(New York: Random House, 2011), 54

12. Hug h Thomas , Ri ver s of Gold: The Rise of the Spanish Empir e, from Columbus to 
Magellan (New York: Random House, 2003), 499

13. Mitchell, Friar Andrés , 27 –28
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Nor was his performance during the Loaísa voyagelan’s .
particularly distinguished.

Curiously , ther e is a sense in whic h the ima ges of Ma gellan and
Elkano ar e as linked in death as wer e their li ves—reflected in a duel
between their respecti ve bio graphers over their characters and accom-
plishment as the to circumnavigate the world. On Ma gellan’s side,
ther e ar e Antonio Pigafetta, Charles Mc kew Parr , and Stefan Zweig.
The chief spokesman for Elkano is Victor María de Sola. Parr is at 
pains to stress that Ma gellan was the circumnavigator , because
even thoug h he died in the Philippines while serving the Spanish flag,
he had already arri ved ther e years earlier in the service of Portug al.
Parr concludes his treatment of  Elkano as follows:

For propa ganda purposes , the Emperor made the most of the exploit of
circumnavigation. He had de l Cano acclaimed as the circumnavigator,
endo wed him with a pretentious coat of arms , and gave him a hand-
some pension. wev , perhaps because of Don Antonio’s -
tia l repor t to him, Don Charles refused de l Cano’s petition to be made
a Knight of Santiago , as Ma gellan had been. He also quietly rejected
se ver al other pleas from de l Cano for fa vors . Cristóba l de Haro w
ta ken in by the plaudits , or perhaps he simply found it politic to join
them, and therefor e had de l Cano appointed chief pilot of the second 
Armada de Maluco. Del Cano su fered catastrophic losses w he
tried to duplicate the achie vement of Ma gellan in the paso . W n out 
by a task too immense for his po wers, he collapsed and died at sea.

Samuel Eliot Morison concludes:

Juan Sebastián de Elcano recei ved full honors for sailing Victoria home,
whic h caused his par t in the San Julián mutiny to be overlooked and
forgi ven. A younger man than Ma gellan . . . he had commanded a ship

14. J. C. Bea glehole, The Exploration of the Pacifi c  (1934; London: Adam and Charles
Black, 1966), 25

15. Without trying to be a scold, I would note that the Sola account relies most heavily
upon Pigafetta, Parr , and Zweig—particularly on Parr . Whole passa ges of the latter’s wor k are
virtually lifted and translated into Spanish without scholarly attribution. The only time Parr’s
name comes up is when he says something critica l of Elkano and then only as introduction to
Sola’s rebuttal. It is all most reminiscent of Mairin Mitchell’s translations of Arteche (see the
Introduction, note ), who , in turn, cherry-pic ked Ispizúa. After crafting this section of the 
present book, I empathize with all of those fello w authors , ho wever , because we ar e all reduced
to repeating tales that were themselves generated long ago out of  fragmentary evidence.

16. Parr , Ferdinand Magellan , 371
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first 
there are Antonio Pigafetta, Charles Mckew Parr, and Stefan Zweig. 
The chief spokesman for Elkano is Victor María de Sola.115 5 Parr is at 
pains to stress that Magellan was the first circumnavigator, because first 
even though he died in the Philippines while serving the Spanish flag, 
he had already arrived there years earlier in the service of Portugal. 
Parr concludes his treatment of Elkano as follows: 

Curiously, there is a sense in which the images of Magellan and 
Elkano are as linked in death as were their lives—reflected in a duel 
between their respective biographers over their characters and accom-
plishment as the first to circumnavigate the world. On Magellan’s side, 

er confiden-
tial report to him, Don Charles refused del Cano’s petition to be made 
a Knight of Santiago, as Magellan had been. He also quietly rejected 
several other pleas from del Cano for favors. Cristóbal de Haro waas s 
taken in by the plaudits, or perhaps he simply found it politic to join 
them, and therefore had del Cano appointed chief pilot of the second 
Armada de Maluco . Del Cano sufered catastrophic losses when he 

For propaganda purposes, the Emperor made the most of the exploit of 
circumnavigation. He had del Cano acclaimed as the circumnavigator, 
endowed him with a pretentious coat of arms, and gave him a hand-
some pension. HHoowever, perhaps because of Don Antonio’s confiden 

hen 
tried to duplicate the achievement of Magellan in the paso. Woorrn out 
by a task too immense for his powers, he collapsed and died at sea.1 166 

Samuel Eliot Morison concludes: 

Juan Sebastián de Elcano received full honors for sailing Victoria home, 
which caused his part in the San Julián mutiny to be overlooked and 
forgiven. A younger man than Magellan . . . he had commanded a ship 

14. J. C. Beaglehole, The Exploration of the Pacific (1934; London: Adam and Charles 
Black, 1966), 25. 

15. Without trying to be a scold, I would note that the Sola account relies most heavily 
upon Pigafetta, Parr, and Zweig—particularly on Parr. Whole passages of the latter’s work are 
virtually lifted and translated into Spanish without scholarly attribution. The only time Parr’s 
name comes up is when he says something critical of Elkano and then only as introduction to 
Sola’s rebuttal. It is all most reminiscent of Mairin Mitchell’s translations of Arteche (see the 
Introduction, note 2), who, in turn, cherry-picked Ispizúa. After crafting this section of the 
present book, I empathize with all of those fellow authors, however, because we are all reduced 
to repeating tales that were themselves generated long ago out of fr agmentary evidence. 

16. Parr, Ferdinand Magellan, 371. 
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big er than any of Ma llan’s befor the eat e. Nobodyg ge e gr voyag ev
denied the hig quality of his seamanship But hat of his personality?h . w
Neither Pigafetta nor the ortuguese author of the Leiden Narrati e,P v
both of hom sailed from Tidor to Seville, er mentions him. os-w e ev P
sibly they had not orgotten the utiny at San ulián; mor proba lyf m J e b
they had su ered persona slights Since Ma llan or Elcano orf l . ge f gave f
his par in the utiny so should e; ut it is har to erlook his lyingt m , w b d ov
at Ma llan’s xpense bout the utiny of San ulián in 1527 Anyw. ay,ge e a m J
as captain of ictoria ered on the di cult vfV e home.oyagv av

In Stefan Zweig published his bio ph of Ma llan in, gra y ge
German, ut it came out simultaneously in English translation andb
had its eatest impact among the English-speaking eadership gr r .
Indeed, e is kind of subtext in the debate that, from the Anglo a
side, might be haracterized as an anti-Spanish and pro-Lusitanianc
bias he ormer seems nourished, perhaps unconsciously Spain’s. T f , by
“blac legend” treatment in British historio phy—itself functionk gra a
of the infamous Inquisition, Spain’s point position in the Counter-

eformation, and the se er ars between the tw nations er theR v al w o ov
past sev al . he latter is consonant with the ole of T k r
British es in ortuguese airs and the se er commerciaroyal P af v al l
treaties lliances arfar ortug w a
Great Britain during the past half millennium.

Zweig gi es Elkano his due, if in an handed manner “This v of :
journey of the battered ictoria ound the home ar lleon [the V ] rw d ga

second half of the lobe, after thirty months had been spent on theg
rst half of the journey as one of the most heroic deeds in the his-fi , w

tor of navigation; and de Cano no compensated or his behav-y l w f
iour to Ma llan admir ly fulfilling the will of the dead leader.”ge by ab
Ne ertheless in Zweig’s account, it ould be Elkano ho usurpedv , w w
the credit that rightfully belonged to the intrepid ortuguese captainP

ener l:g a

It is the inevita le tendenc of the orld to ar the man ho hasb y w rew d w
the luc to job and or et those hose pr liminar xpenditurk a , f g w e y e e
of lood and of menta labour prepared it and endered it possible. Onb l r
this occasion the distribution of honours and ards as peculiarlyrew w

17. Morison, he Southern V ages 457T oy , .
18. Stefan Zweig, Magellan: Pioneer of  the Pacifi  (London: Cassell, 1938), 269c .
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bigger than any of Magellan’s before the great voyage. Nobody ever er 
denied the high quality of his seamanship. But what of his personality? 
Neither Pigafetta nor the Portuguese author of the Leiden Narrative, 
both of whom sailed from Tidore to Seville, ever mentions him. Pos-
sibly they had not forgotten the mutiny at San Julián; more probably 
they had sufered personal slights. Since Magellan forgave Elcano for 
his part in the mutiny, so should we; but it is hard to overlook his lying 
at Ma gellan’s expense about the mutiny of San Julián in 1527. Anyway, 
as captain of Victoria he ne er w ered on the di fcult v 17 he never wav oyage home.17 

In 19381938, Stefan Zweig published his biography of Magellan in 
German, but it came out simultaneously in English translation and 
had its greatest impact among the English-speaking readership. 
Indeed, therether is a kind of subtext in the debate that, from the Anglo 
side, might be characterized as an anti-Spanish and pro-Lusitanian 
bias. The former seems nourished, perhaps unconsciously, by Spain’s 
“black legend” treatment in British historiography—itself a function 
of the infamous Inquisition, Spain’s point position in the Counter-
Reformation, and the several wars between the two nations over the 
past sever eral centuries.centuries The latter is consonant with the key ey role of 

figur British royal figures in Portuguese afairs and the several commercial 
, militar y a , and lac k of e between P l and treaties, military alliances, and lack of warfare between Portugal and 

Great Britain during the past half millennium. 
Zweig gives Elkano his due, if in an ofhanded manner: “This 

homeward journey of the battered galleon [the Victoria] round the 
second half of the globe, after thirty months had been spent on the 
first half of the journey, was one of the most heroic deeds in the his-
tory of navigation; and del Cano now compensated for his behav-
iour to Ma gellan by admir ably fulfilling the will of the dead leader.”18 18

Nevertheless, in Zweig’s account, it would be Elkano who usurped 
the credit that rightfully belonged to the intrepid Portuguese captain 
general: 

It is the inevitable tendency of the world to reward the man who has 
finish the luck to finish a job, and forget those whose preliminary expenditure 

of blood and of mental labour prepared it and rendered it possible. On 
this occasion the distribution of honours and rewards was peculiarly 

17. Morison, The Southern V oyages , 457. 
18. Stefan Zweig, Magellan: Pioneer of the Pacific (London: Cassell, 1938), 269. 
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unjust. man ho T v y w w to hinder Ma llan’s deed at thege
decisi moment, the sometime utineer Sebastian de Cano anne edve m l , x
ll the glor , all the honours, all the dignitiesa y .

Zweig concludes his book by observing:

e fused by Magel-
W v v

k ; w v f T gr
e a v oy we e

, v Fa o, ge
, r P a w w

ge w a y
. w ge w

a ve w
l , w ab gr a g y a l

t which should have gone to the faithful and the dead.

he Rise of Andrés de UrdanetaT

In early September of 1526 the Loaísa now, e
command of the Bizkaian oribio Alonso de Salazar eached GuamT , r
in the Marianas Ho er he, too died of scurvy to be succeeded. wev , , ,
under unusua circumstances Gipuzkoan Basque, Martín Iñíguezl by a
de Carquizano hen the men er asked to hoose between him. W w e c
and Hernando de Bustamante, at one point during the count of the
paper ballots Carquizano earful of losing, tossed them into the, , f all
sea. Opinion as learly divided into tw antagonistic factions—thew c o
Basques vidently siding with Carquizano he tenuous compromisee . T

as to appoint both men to a joint command.w
inT e fi v , -to be

fronted the ortuguese. Carquizano con ened the cers andby P v of
argued successfully er Bustamante’s lone objection, that if their, ov
dealings with the ortuguese er to be ecti e, the xpeditionP w e ef v e
needed supreme commander—namely himself Urdaneta learlya , . c

arnered Carquizano’s highest espect. Once in the Moluccas andg r ,

19. Ibid., 287.
20. Ibid., 291.
21. Mitchell, riar Andrés 30F ,

anted to hinder Magellan’s deed at the 
decisive moment, the sometime mutineer Sebastian del Cano, annexed 
all the glor y, all the honours, all the dignities .1919 

unjust. hThee everyr man who wanted

Zweig concludes his book by observing: 

Disastrous had been the atmospher of misfortune di Disastrous had been the atmosphere of misfortune difused by Magel-
lan. hoe er befriended him and helped him, became in olved in his lan. Whoever befriended him and helped him, became involved in his 
dar career hoe er trusted him paid heavily or the trust. his eat dark career; whoever trusted him paid heavily for the trust. This great 
and dangerous deed had, like a vampire, destroyed the welfare ooff iits and dangerous deed had, lik ampire, destr ed the lfar ts 
promoters and snatched the li es of many of them. leir Ma llan’spromoters, and snatched the lives of many of them. Faleiro, Magellan’s 
partner having eturned to ortug l, as imprisoned; Aranda, ho hadpartner, having returned to Portugal, was imprisoned; Aranda, who had 
smoothed Ma llan’s path, as subjected to shameful enquir and 

Enrique, hose freedom a llan had promised, as 
smoothed Magellan’s path, was subjected to a shameful enquiry and 
lost lost h s ihis m yenomoney . Enrique, whose freedom MaM gellan had promised, was 
treated as sla immediately after his master’s death. But the man hotreated as a slave immediately after his master’s death. But the man who 
opposed him, Sebastian de Cano as le to asp ll the lor and lopposed him, Sebastian del Cano, was able to grasp all the glory and all 
the profit which should have gone to the faithful and the dead.2020 the profi 

The Rise of  Andrés de Urdaneta 

expedition, under the 
command of the Bizkaian Toribio Alonso de Salazar, reached Guam 
in the Marianas. However, he, too, died of scurvy, to be succeeded 
under unusual circumstances by a Gipuzkoan Basque, Martín Iñíguez 
de Carquizano. When the men were asked to choose between him 
and Hernando de Bustamante, at one point during the count of the 
paper ballots, Carquizano, fearful of losing, tossed them all into the 
sea. Opinion was clearly divided into two antagonistic factions—the 
Basques evidently siding with Carquizano. The tenuous compromise 
was to appoint both men to a joint command.21 21

In early September of 1526, the Loaísa xpedition, now under the 

The expedition finally ived in the oluccas, only on lly arr the M only to be c 
fronted by the Portuguese. Carquizano convened the ofcers and 
argued successfully, over Bustamante’s lone objection, that if their 
dealings with the Portuguese were to be efective, the expedition 
needed a supreme commander—namely, himself. Urdaneta clearly 
garnered Carquizano’s highest respect. Once in the Moluccas, and 

he xpedition na arri ed Moluccas con-

19. Ibid., 287. 
20. Ibid., 291. 
21. Mitchell, Friar Andrés, 30. 
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ffearing earing imminent imminent attac attackk bbyy the the PPorortuguese, tuguese, the the commander commander dis-dis-
patcpatched se hed sevven emissaries to the imporen emissaries to the important island of tant island of Gilolo to see Gilolo to seek k an an
aalliance lliance with with its its king king.. Despite Despite his his tender tender aaggee of of eigeighteen, hteen, UrUrdanetadaneta 
wwas as aappointed ppointed coleader coleader of of the the successful successful mission. mission. CarCarquizano quizano nenextxt 
sent sent UrUrdaneta daneta on on aa similar similar diplomatic diplomatic assignment assignment to to the the island island ofof 
TidorTidore. e. It It aalso lso rresulted esulted in in aa commitment commitment bbyy the the nati nativvee ruler ruler to to thethe 
Spanish Spanish cause.cause.222 2

Mean Meanwwhile, hile, the the go govverernor nor in in TTerernate nate commcommunicated unicated with with CarCarqui-qui-
zano zano,, cclaiming laiming that that the the Moluccas Moluccas wwer eree PPorortuguese tuguese under under the the TTrreatyeaty 
of of TTorordesillas desillas.. He He ororderdered ed the the SpaniarSpaniards ds to to lea leavvee the the ararea ea immediateimmediatelyly .. 
CarCarquizano quizano rreplied, eplied, “W“Write, rite, and and go go on on writing, writing, bbut ut wwee ar aree coming, coming, notnot 
goinggoing.”.”223 3 In In anticipation anticipation ofof aa battle, battle, CarCarquizano quizano didivided vided his his men men into into 
thrthre ee e companies companies,, gigiving ving command command of of one one of of them them to to UrUrdaneta. daneta. In In 
JJananuar uaryy of of 15271527,,   the the PPoorrtuguese tuguese ddestr est rooyyeed d the the Santa Santa María María de de lala VVicic--
toria toria atat TidorTidoree, , t the he last last rreemaining maining vveesse ssell ofof the the eexxpedition, pedition, u ushering shering 
in in aa stando standoff  betwbetween een the the TTerernate-based nate-based Lusitanians Lusitanians and and the the SpanishSpanish 
ggarrisons arrisons at at Gilolo Gilolo and and TidorTidore. e. CarCarquizano quizano mandated mandated constructionconstruction 
of of aa sma smallll boat boat at at both both strstrongongholds holds,, placing placing UrUrdaneta daneta in in cchar harggee ofof 
the the Gilolo Gilolo prproject. oject. He He then then named named the the yyoung oung man man commander commander of of anan 
eexplorxplorator atoryy eexpeditionxpedition cchhar argg eded w with ith o obtaining btaining nana v vigig a ationa tionall a and nd carcar--
to toggrraaphic phic understanding understanding of of the the Moluccas Moluccas,, an an eexperience xperience that that wwouldould 
furfurther sensitize him to their pr ther sensitize him to their preevvailing winds and currailing winds and currentsents.. 

TThe he SpaniarSpaniards ds bar bareely ly aavvoided oided cacaptur pturee bbyy the the PPorortuguese tuguese uponupon 
their their rretur eturnn to to Gilolo Gilolo.. UrUrdaneta daneta eeffected ected an an escaescape pe to to TidorTidore, e, wwherheree 
the the position position of of the the besiegbesieged ed Spanish Spanish ggarrison arrison wwas as equaequally lly prprecariousecarious.. 
On On Mar Marcchh 2727,,  thethe PPorortuguese tuguese aapppr prooac achhed ed inin tw twoo boatboats s,, and and C Car arqquiui--
zano zano ororderdered ed UrUrdaneta daneta to to confrconfront ont them them in in aa canoe canoe ararmed med withwith aa 
cannon. cannon. TThe he PPorortuguese tuguese withdr withdreeww,, and and UrUrdaneta daneta tried tried in in vvain ain to to oovverer--
ta takkee them. them. He He ororderdered ed aa vvolley olley,, and and the the gungun’s ’s fuse fuse accidentaaccidentally lly ignitedignited 
aa barr barreell of of po powwder der.. Fifteen Fifteen of of the the nati nativves es in in the the cr creeww wwer eree killed.killed. 
UrUrdaneta, daneta, his his cclothing lothing on on firfire, e, jumped jumped into into the the sea. sea. TThe he PPorortuguesetuguese 
observobserved ed the the disaster disaster and and made made ffor or the the survi survivvors ors,, trtrying ying to to outpace outpace 
thethe Spanish Spanish boat boat that that wwaas s aalso lso con convvererging ging.. AccorAccording ding to to UrUrdaneta’s daneta’s 
oown account,wn account, 

22.22. Ibid.,Ibid., 3030–3232. 
23.23. Ibid.,Ibid., 3535. 
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started to wim to ards the praus from Gilolo little little, with theI s w , by
use of my hands eeping myself on the surface of the ater so that thek w ,
Castilians ho er in the praus sa me and made the Indians comew w e w
to my escue, and beg ed Our Lor that they might eac me beforr I g d r h e
the enemy ho er on me, could injur me. as so badly urnt, w w e e I w b
that it as twenty days beforw e I of an Indian
on Gilolo where I sta ed.y

He was disfigured for life.
her then ensued an uneasy truce between the Spaniards andT e

ortuguese, eac the Spanish cr wnP h aw r . , oIn
planned an xpedition to the Moluccas under the command of anothere

ortuguese captain in its service, Simón de Alcazaba. Cristóba deP l
Har as ain equested to secur the funding from Fug er ando w ag r e g
other Germans as as Spanish commercia interests his time,, well l . T
gi en the politica and militar stando between the Iberian po ers v l y f w
in Asia, he as unsuccessful, and the entur as cancelled. Inw v e w
interim, in the Moluccas ther er en hanges of friendly visits, e w e ev exc .

lations ain hilled, thoug not to the breaking point, hen, inRe ag c h w
neMa of 1527 ortuguese go ernor arri ed and demanded that , a w P v vy

the Spaniards lea e the Moluccas immediately.v
Carquizano no dispatched Urdaneta to Gilolo to dea withw l

factionalism that had broken out within the anks of the Spaniardsr .
hile he as there, ortuguese boat seized tw canoes of natiW w a P o ve

men, killing their occupants Urdaneta ertook the essors. ov aggr
in light canoe, am to their boat, and demanded the names of itsa sw
cr , which he subsequently recorded from memory on a palm leafew .

erEight days later, the ruler of Gilolo seized some vessels from T -
nate with Urdaneta’s assistance. he aja ordered that orty of theT r h f
capti es be decapitated to eng his men. he incensed orv av e T P -
tuguese go ernor informed Carquizano of the outr e, ut withoutv ag b
eferring to the earlier massacre. Assuming Urdaneta to be guilty hisr ,

commander condemned him to death in bsentia. hen he learneda W
of this instead of accepting the protection on er from the ajah,, of r
Urdaneta esolved to tr to Tidor to plead his case. he ajar avel e T r h

24. Ibid., 40 41
25. Hermann llenbenz, ortug hasta 1560 (Salamanca: untaLos Fug er en España JKe g y P al

de Castilla y Léon, Consejería de Educación y Cultura, 2000), 221

I started to swim towards the praus from Gilolo, little by little, with the 
use of my hands keeping myself on the surface of the water, so that the 
Castilians who were in the praus saw me and made the Indians come 
to my rescue, and I begged Our Lord that they might reach me before 

firing 
could go outside the house of an Indian 

the enemy, who were firing on me, could injure me. I was so badly burnt 
that it was twenty days before I could go outside the house 

24 on Gilolo where I sta yed.24 

He was disfigured for life. 

aiting einforcements In 1527 
planned an expedition to the Moluccas under the command of another 
Portuguese captain in its service, Simón de Alcazaba. Cristóbal de 
Haro was again requested to secure the funding from Fugger and 
other Germans, as well as Spanish commercial interests. This time, 
given the political and military standof between the Iberian powers 
in Asia, he was unsuccessful, and the venture was cancelled.25 25 In the the 
interim, in the Moluccas, there were even exchanges of friendly visits. 
Relations again chilled, though not to the breaking point, when, in 
Ma y of 1527, a new Portuguese governor arrived and demanded that 
the Spaniards leave the Moluccas immediately . 

There then ensued an uneasy truce between the Spaniards and 
Portuguese, each awaiting reinforcements. 1527, the Spanish crown 

Carquizano now dispatched Urdaneta to Gilolo to deal with 
factionalism that had broken out within the ranks of the Spaniards. 
While he was there, a Portuguese boat seized two canoes of native 
fisherfishermen, killing their occupants. Urdaneta overtook the aggressors 
in a light canoe, swam to their boat, and demanded the names of its 
crew, which he subsequently recorded from memory on a palm leaf. 

Eight days later, the ruler of Gilolo seized some vessels from Ter-
nate with Urdaneta’s assistance. The rajah ordered that forty of the 

fisher captives be decapitated to avenge his fishermen. The incensed Por-
tuguese governor informed Carquizano of the outrage, but without 
referring to the earlier massacre. Assuming Urdaneta to be guilty, his 
commander condemned him to death in absentia. When he learned 
of this, instead of accepting the protection on ofer from the rajah, 
Urdaneta resolved to travel to Tidore to plead his case. The rajah 

24. Ibid., 40–41. 
25. Hermann Kellenbenz, Los Fugger en España y Portugal hasta 1560 (Salamanca: Junta 

de Castilla y Léon, Consejería de Educación y Cultura, 2000), 221. 
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insisted on sending his nephe long, ho then supported Urdaneta’sw a w
account of the sequence of ents eferring to the Basque’s list ofev by r
names xtracted earlier from the ortuguese transg essors lie ede P r . A re v
Carquizano embraced Urdaneta and promised him futur ardse rew
and honors.

lations between the Spaniards and ortuguese erted to theirRe P rev
ormer hostilities and intrigue. At one point, the latter tried unsuc-f

cessfully to hen, in uly ofw . T Jf
1527 an ostensibly peaceful ortuguese emissar mana ed to poi-, P y g
son Carquizano himself Once ain succession as in doubt hen. ag w w
another Carquizano nephe of the deceased commander opposed, w ,
the candidac of Bustamante. Eventually the hief pilot, Hernandoy , c
de la orre, became the compromise commander He immediatelyT .
named Urdaneta treasurer of the expedition.

Gi en that the ortuguese had secured sea oute to their v P a r
land and po erful bases in Malacca and Goa, they possessed w a
tinct ad anta er their Spanish ri ls Ne ertheless throug pactsv ge ov va . v , h
and lliances with the nati es the Spanish arrisons continued to holda v , g
out into 1528 In anuar the ortuguese mana ed to ur Span-. J y, P g b n a
ish esse that as under construction on Tidore. Shortly thereafterv l w ,
Urdaneta led an attac on the town of uguabe near the ortuguesek T P
stronghold of ernate. Despite the latter’s superior umbers Urdan-T n ,
eta seized and held his tar et.g

On Mar 27 1528 uguabe er astonished to the Spaniards atch , , T w e
see ship Spain’s colors pproaching Any hope of significanta a .
einforcement as soon dashed, ho er After hearing Areyza a’sr w wev . g

account, on October 31 1527 Cortés had dispatched from Nue, , va
España thr essels to lie any Loaísa survi ors and ther ee v re ve v eby r
orce Spain’s possible laim to the Moluccas Ho er the f c . wev , w

scattered during storm, and tw of its ships er ne er hear from a o w e v d
he lorida ofF , deain. o vag T

pleted the fi e-month crossing, with but forty mostly ill survi orsv v .
Hernando de la dispatched the T e F to Nuelorida back va

España with letter to the emperor equesting immediate assistancea r
or the desperate ninety Spaniards emaining in the Moluccas hef r . T

26. Mitchell, riar Andrés 43 44F ,
27. Ibid., 4544 .
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insisted on sending his nephew along, who then supported Urdaneta’s 
account of the sequence of events by referring to the Basque’s list of 
names extracted earlier from the Portuguese transgressors. A relieved 
Carquizano embraced Urdaneta and promised him future rewards 
and honors .2626 

contaminate he former’s ater supply 
1527, an ostensibly peaceful Portuguese emissary managed to poi-
son Carquizano himself. Once again succession was in doubt when 
another Carquizano, nephew of the deceased commander, opposed 
the candidacy of Bustamante. Eventually, the chief pilot, Hernando 
de la Torre, became the compromise commander. He immediately 
named Urdaneta treasurer of the expedition. 

Relations between the Spaniards and Portuguese reverted to their 
former hostilities and intrigue. At one point, the latter tried unsuc-
cessfully to contaminate tthe ormer’s water supply. Then, in July of 

home-Given that the Portuguese had a secured sea route to their home-
dis-land and powerful bases in Malacca and Goa, they possessed a dis-

tinct advantage over their Spanish rivals. Nevertheless, through pacts 
and alliances with the natives, the Spanish garrisons continued to hold 
out into 1528. In January, the Portuguese managed to burn a Span-
ish vessel that was under construction on Tidore. Shortly thereafter, 
Urdaneta led an attack on the town of Tuguabe near the Portuguese 
stronghold of Ternate. Despite the latter’s superior numbers, Urdan-
eta seized and held his tar get.27 27

On March 27, 1528, the Spaniards at Tuguabe were astonished to 
flying see a ship flying Spain’s colors approaching. Any hope of significant 

reinforcement was soon dashed, however. After hearing Areyzaga’s 
account, on October 31, 1527, Cortés had dispatched from Nueva 

ein-
force Spain’s possible claim to the Moluccas. However, the fleet was 
scattered during a storm, and two of its ships were never heard from 

España three vessels to relieve any Loaísa survivors and thereby rein-
fleet as 

again. T under he the command lvaro de Saavedraa, ccom-
pleted the five-month crossing, with but forty mostly ill survivors. 

he Florida, under t command of Á Álvar Saa edr , om-

Hernando de la oT rre dispatched the F orr lorida back to Nueva 
España with a letter to the emperor requesting immediate assistance 
for the desperate ninety Spaniards remaining in the Moluccas. The 

26. Mitchell, Friar Andrés, 43–44. 
27. Ibid., 44–45. 
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prproboblem lem wwas as that that ignorignorance ance of of pr preevvailing ailing PPacifi acific c winds winds and and currcurrentsents 
made made the the wwest-to-east est-to-east crcrossing ossing most most di diffcult. cult. AA frustrfrustrated ated Saa Saavvedredraa 
ended ended up up sailing sailing aalong long the the coast coast of of PPaapua pua Ne Neww Guinea, Guinea, ther thereebbyy com-com-
ing ing cclose lose to to the the AAustr ustraalian lian continent, continent, befbefor oree rretureturning ning to to Tidor Tidoree onon 
NoNovveembermber 1199,, 15281528..  TThe he FFlorida lorida rrequirequired ed serious serious rrepairs epairs and and wwas as notnot 
aabbllee toto setset outout aaggaain in uuntil ntil MMaa yy 33,, 15291529..   Saa Saavvedredraa died died at at sea. sea. Once Once 
aaggaain in tthe he aattempt ttempt tto o mmaakkee tthe he eeastwastwaar rdd crcroossing ssing ffailed, ailed, aand nd tthe he FFlorlor--
ida ida rretureturned to the Moluccas ned to the Moluccas..228 8

By By No Novv ember ember 15291529,,  thethe SSpaniarpaniardds’ s’ position position had had bbecome ecome aallll bbut ut 
untena untenabble. le. WWhen hen TTorr orree vvoowwed ed to to hold hold out out until until the the end end at at TidorTidore,e, 
Bustamante Bustamante conconvinced vinced aa thir thirdd of of its its ggarrison arrison to to surrsurrender ender.. FFacedaced 
with with harsh harsh rreaeality lity,, the the SpaniarSpaniards ds cacapitulated. pitulated. TThey hey wwer eree ororderdereded bbyy 
the the PPorortuguese tuguese to to rreelinquish linquish Tidor Tidoree and and to to rremo emovvee themsethemselvlves es to to thethe 
island of island of ZamafZamafoo.. 

After After hahaving ving led led an an eexpeditionar xpeditionaryy ffororce ce aaggainst ainst the the PPorortuguesetuguese 
in in some some outer outer islands islands,, UrUrdaneta daneta rretureturned ned to to Gilolo Gilolo,, only only to to be be con-con-
frfrontedonted bbyy the the neneww rreaeality lity .. He He then then wwent ent under under co covver er of of dardarkness kness toto 
Tidor Tidoree to to assess assess the the situation. situation. He He ffound ound the the Spanish Spanish fforortifications tifications inin 
ashes ashes.. UrUrdaneta daneta set set aabout bout or orgganizing anizing rresistance, esistance, centercentered ed in in GiloloGilolo 
among among the the rremaining emaining SpaniarSpaniards ds and and their their nati nativvee aallies llies.. He He jourjourneyneyeded 
to to Zamaf Zamafoo to to conconvince vince TTorr orree to to join join him. him. Ho Howweevver er,, the the commandercommander 
had had gi givven en his his wwor ordd to to the the PPorortuguese tuguese and and ur urgged ed UrUrdaneta daneta to to cacapitu-pitu-
late. He rlate. He refused.efused.229 9 

OnOn December December 88,, 11529529 , , thethe FFlorida lorida rreaceached hed Zamaf Zamafoo,, ee videncing videncing 
its its failur failuree to to ma makkee the the sea sea crcrossing ossing.. In In liglight ht of of this this,, some some of of the the Span-Span-
iariards ds at at Gilolo Gilolo wwent ent oovver er to to the the PPorortuguese. tuguese. UrUrdaneta daneta and and aa ffeeww com-com-
panions panions still still rrefused efused to to surrsurrender ender.. He He then then embar embarkked ed on on aa personapersonall 
odyssey odyssey oovver er the the nenext xt se sevver eraall months months,, during during wwhic hichh he he visited visited manymany 
islands islands.. TThe he yyoung oung man man (still (still only only twtwenty-one enty-one yyears ears old) old) bebelie lievved ed thatthat 
as as long long as as Spanish Spanish nationanationals ls rremained emained at at liberliberty ty in in the the Spice Spice IslandsIslands,, 
his emperhis emperor’s cor’s claim to them rlaim to them retained cretained credibilityedibility .. 

InIn MaMayy ofof 15301530,,   wwhile hile at at Gilolo Gilolo,, UrUrdaneta daneta learlearned ned ofof aa wide-wide-
sprspread ead nati nativvee conspirconspirac acyy to to massacr massacree the the PPorortuguese tuguese and and SpaniarSpaniardsds.. 
He He infinforormed med TTorr orree at at Zamaf Zamafoo and and then then made made his his wwaayy to to TTerernate nate asas 
TTorrorre’s e’s emissar emissaryy to to infinfor ormm the the PPorortuguese tuguese go govverernor nor.. TThe he rreebebellionllion 

28.28. Ibid.,Ibid., 4848–5050. 
29.29. Ibid.,Ibid., 5656–5757.. 
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wwas as aaborborted. ted. AA ggrrateful ateful go govverernor nor signed signed aa friendship friendship pact pact with with thethe 
SpaniarSpaniards ds,, rrecoecognizing gnizing ffor or the the fifirst rst time time the the mmutua utuall interinterests ests ofof aallll 
EurEuropeans in the Moluccas faced with a common dangopeans in the Moluccas faced with a common dangerer.. 

OnOn No Novve ember mber 33,, 11530530 , , aa flfleet eet arri arrivved ed frfrom om PPorortug tugaall with with aa neneww 
go govverernor nor.. It It aalso lso brbrougought ht the the starstartling tling nenews ws that that EmperEmperor or CharCharles les VV 
had had betrbetrothed othed his his sister sister Catherine Catherine to to the the king king of of PPorortug tugaall in in 15291529. . 
FinanciaFinancially lly str straapped pped bbyy his his wwar ar with with FFrrance, ance, CharCharles les wwas as una unabble le toto 
papayy herher dodowrwryy.. TThe he emperemperor or had had thertherefefor oree rreelinquished linquished his his cclaim laim 
to to the the Moluccas Moluccas ffor or the the sum sum of of 350350,, 000000  ducatsducats,, as as stipulated stipulated in in the the 
TTrreeaty aty ofof ZarZaraaggooz za a ((15291529). ).  TThe he SpaniarSpaniards’ ds’ ffour our yyears ears of of rresistance esistance 
and persistence in the Spice Islands had been fand persistence in the Spice Islands had been for or naugnaught.ht.330 0

Since Since the the PPorortuguese tuguese could could not not prproduce oduce aa copy copy of of the the ne neww pact,pact, 
ther theree wwas as incrincredulity edulity among among the the SpaniarSpaniards ds.. RReduced educed to to se sevventeen enteen menmen 
in in aall, ll, they they contincontinued ued to to hold hold out out at at Gilolo Gilolo.. Ho Howweevver er,, the the PPorortuguesetuguese 
vicer vicerooyy in in Goa Goa sent sent crcredibedible le prproof oof of of the the aaggrreement. eement. TTorr orree then then nego-nego-
tiated tiated aa lump-sum lump-sum papayment yment of of tw twoo thousand thousand ducats ducats frfrom om the the PPorortu-tu-
guese guese ffor or his his menmen’s ’s eexpenses xpenses and and assurassurance ance of of their their saf safee passa passaggee toto 
EurEurope.ope. 

ItIt wwaas s no noww 15341534,,   and and UrUrdaneta daneta andand aa ffeeww companions companions rresolvesolved ed toto 
sta stayy bebehind hind to to secur securee aa carcargo go of of cclo lovves es oowwed ed bbyy the the nati nativves es of of GiloloGilolo 
to to the the Spanish Spanish emperemperor or.. TThe he PPorortuguese tuguese intervintervened ened and and nnullified ullified 
the the contrcontract. act. It It wwas as not not until until FFeebruar bruaryy 1515,,  15351535,,  that that UrUrdaneta daneta left left 
thethe MoluccaMoluccas s.. HeHe visited visited Banda, Banda, JJaavvaa,, and and MaMalacca,lacca, wwher heree hehe wwas as 
rreunited eunited with with TTorr orree and and the the other other SpaniarSpaniards ds,, wwho ho wwer eree still still aawwait-ait-
ing ing rrepatriation. epatriation. As As aa security security measurmeasure, e, the the PPorortuguese tuguese limited limited thethe 
maximmaximum um nnumber umber of of SpaniarSpaniards ds aallo llowwed ed to to tr traavveell to toggether ether to to ffour our;; 
UrUrdaneta daneta and and thr threeee companions companions embar embarkked ed on on the the São São RRoque oque,, boundbound 
ffor or Lisbon. Lisbon. ArriArriving ving ther theree on on JJune une 2626, , 15361536,,  UrUrdaneta daneta wwaas s nonoww the the 
second second man man to to ha havvee circircumnacumnavigvigated ated the the gglobe. lobe. TTherhere, e, his his prpreciousecious 
diaries diaries and and ccharharts ts wwer eree confiscated. confiscated. TThe he Spanish Spanish ambassador ambassador ur urggeded 
him him to to fleeflee PPorortugtugaall posthaste,posthaste, becausebecause hehe wwasas liklikeelyly inin personapersonall dandan--
gger er.. TThe he PPorortuguese tuguese wwould ould sur sureely ly tr tryy to to pr preevvent ent UrUrdaneta daneta frfrom om sharshar--
ing his eing his extensi xtensivve kno e knowwledgledge of e of the Moluccas with his emperthe Moluccas with his emperoror.. 

UrUrdanetadaneta set set out out immediateimmediately ly on on horsehorsebac backk ffoor r VVaalladolid. lladolid. 
TTherhere, e, he he constructed constructed aa rrepor eportt frfrom om memor memoryy,, completing completing it it on on FFeebru-bru-

ed26 Itar 1537, . e w gy of

30.30. Ibid.,Ibid., 5858–6262. 
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the lth of t Spice I and xtolled t ea the S Islands a ur the ary 26, 1537. It extolled he wealth he pice slands nd urged the 
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emperor to consider concluding commercia treaty with their natia l ve
rulers obviously presupposing br ation of the pledg to the or, a og e P -
tuguese her Spain linquished its laims in the area. Urdanetaw eby re c
lso presented to the Council of the Indies detailed epor of thea a r t

Loaísa xpedition. He as arded sixty ducats the emperor ore w aw by f
his ele en years of service and absence from Spain.v

Urdaneta’s epor highlighted the di culties of utilizing ther t f
souther passa or maritime commerce. It as simply too distantn ge f w
and its limate too inclement, as underscored the pri ations of bothc by v
the Ma llan and Loaísa xpeditions Indeed, the latter ould be thege e . w
last Spanish attempt to access the Orient throug the souther h n
sa e. Henceforth, Spanish probes of the ould originate in theg P w

ports of the Spanish colonia Americas her as lso interestP l . T e w a
in an en mor lusi norther passa that, if disco ered,ev e e ve n ge v

ould educe the distances of esterly sea oute from Europe to thew r a w r
Orient by se er l thousand milesv a .

he Loaísa xpedition left legac of litigation in Spain thatT e a y
lasted —one in hic Cristóba de Har and the Housew h l o
of Fug er er both center sta e. In essence, Cristóba initiated the g w e g l
proceedings in 1538 laiming that he had been inadequately , c
pensated or his in estments in the Ma llan and Loaísa enturesf v ge v .
Furthermore, King Carlos had promised both him and the House of
Fug er participation in thr futur xpeditions to the Moluccas thatg ee e e
could ne er happen after the eaty of Zar goza. So both he and thev Tr a
Fug ers (subsequently in separate lawsuit) er laiming par ofg a w e c t
the 000 the ortuguese. In the ent,ducats gi en to Carlos, v by P ev
Cristóba on some of his points thoug not the one egarding thel w , h r

or yment.P
her as one other xpedition sent directly from Iberia theT e w e by

Spanish cr wn to xplor the egion around the Strait of Ma llan. Ino e e r ge
1529 King Charles conceded to ortuguese, Simón de Alcazaba, the, a P
right to xplor and laim uc of the ester South American coaste e c m h w n
south of Pizarro’s concession in eru. Ho er the ortuguese P wev , P
mander lac ed funding, and so he negotiated or it with the House ofk f

31. Ibid., 63 76
32. llenbenz, Los Fug er 540 46Ke g ,

emperor to consider concluding a commercial treaty with their native 
rulers, obviously presupposing abrogation of the pledge to the Por-
tuguese whereby Spain relinquished its claims in the area. Urdaneta 
also presented to the Council of the Indies a detailed report of the 
Loaísa expedition. He was awarded sixty ducats by the emperor for 
his ele ven years of service and absence from Spain.31 31

Urdaneta’s report highlighted the difculties of utilizing the 
southern passage for maritime commerce. It was simply too distant 
and its climate too inclement, as underscored by the privations of both 
the Magellan and Loaísa expeditions. Indeed, the latter would be the 

pas-last Spanish attempt to access the Orient through the southern pas-
acifi csage. Henceforth, Spanish probes of the Pacific would originate in the 

acifi cPacific ports of the Spanish colonial Americas. There was also interest 
finding in finding an even more elusive northern passage that, if discovered, 

would reduce the distances of a westerly sea route from Europe to the 
Orient by several thousand miles. 

until 1550 
of Fugger were both center stage. In essence, Cristóbal initiated the 

The Loaísa expedition left a legacy of litigation in Spain that 
lasted until 1550—one in which Cristóbal de Haro and the House 

com-proceedings in 1538, claiming that he had been inadequately com-
pensated for his investments in the Magellan and Loaísa ventures. 
Furthermore, King Carlos had promised both him and the House of 
Fugger participation in three future expeditions to the Moluccas that 
could never happen after the Treaty of Zaragoza. So both he and the 
Fuggers (subsequently in a separate lawsuit) were claiming part of 
the 350350,000 ducats given to Carlos by the Portuguese. In the event, 
Cristóbal won some of his points, though not the one regarding the 

tuguese pa Portuguese payment.32 32

There was one other expedition sent directly from Iberia by the 
Spanish crown to explore the region around the Strait of Magellan. In 
1529, King Charles conceded to a Portuguese, Simón de Alcazaba, the 
right to explore and claim much of the western South American coast 

com-south of Pizarro’s concession in Peru. However, the Portuguese com-
mander lacked funding, and so he negotiated for it with the House of 

31. Ibid., 63–76. 
32. Kellenbenz, Los Fugger, 540–46. 
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Fug er It is lik ly (althoug not certain) that Cristóba de Har asg . e h l o w
in olved. 3v

set sailIn 1534 tw boats, o f
Strait of Ma llan. oor eather and other di culties precludedge P w f
the passa e, and he decided to winter er at the site of present-dag ov y
Chubut, in Ar entina. here, tw of his captains utinied, killedg T o m
Alcazaba, and proposed to the other cr wmen that they become core -
sairs hile orking their to safety in enc port. It as thenw w way a Fr h w
that Bizkaian, Charcoa a, master of the gship long with se era g fla , a v al
other Bizkaians seized control and stranded the utineers on des-, m a
er island to ait trial. hey er subsequently condemned to death.t aw T w e

he tw ringleaders and another thirteen men in er ecuted,T o all w e ex
causing the emaining utineers to into the orest, ne er to ber m f v
heard from a ain.g

he survi ors including twenty Bizkaians made or Europe.T v , , f
Along the Brazilian coast, they lost one of their tw essels and ero v w e
attac ed Indians befor lly coming under the protection ofk by e a

ortuguese settler He pr visioned them or their transatlantic P . o f vo
home. This abortive expedition was yet another example of theage

fr gility and futility of lif in the souther passa e. Alcazaba and hisa e n g
men ould be the last Iberians to visit the Strait of Ma llan or thew ge f
next nearly half century.

w va a e
s a major rebellion of the Huasteca Indians in the Pánuco. The

e . b
ainst him fomented by a scattering of lingering Garay followers in

-r
-r ve e

royal A was the major contributor. In any
ent, the rebellion resulted in s e l hundred Spanish deaths, mak-

w fered by the Spaniards through-
e l y, a l ve

33.33. Ibid.,Ibid., 225225. 
34.34. MitcMitchehell,ll, FFriar Andrriar Andrés és,, 6363– 7676. 
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Fugger. It is likely (although not certain) that Cristóbal de Haro was 
in volved. 3 33

In 1534, tw o boats under Alcazaba’s command for or the 
Strait of Magellan. Poor weather and other difculties precluded 
the passage, and he decided to winter over at the site of present-day 
Chubut, in Argentina. There, two of his captains mutinied, killed 
Alcazaba, and proposed to the other crewmen that they become cor-
sairs while working their way to safety in a French port. It was then 
that a Bizkaian, Charcoaga, master of the flagship, along with several 
other Bizkaians, seized control and stranded the mutineers on a des-
ert island to await trial. They were subsequently condemned to death. 
The two ringleaders and another thirteen men in all were executed, 

under Alcazaba’s command set sail the 

flee causing the remaining mutineers to flee into the forest, never to be 
heard from again. 

fifty The fifty survivors, including twenty Bizkaians, made for Europe. 
Along the Brazilian coast, they lost one of their two vessels and were 

fina attacked by Indians before finally coming under the protection of a 
Portuguese settler. He provisioned them for their transatlantic voyy--
age home.34 34 This abortive expedition was yet another example of the 
fragility and futility of life in the southern passage. Alcazaba and his 
men would be the last Iberians to visit the Strait of Magellan for the 
next nearly half century. 

Mean hile, in Nue España, shortly after Gar y’s death, therMeanwhile, in Nueva España, shortly after Garay’s death, there 
wawas a major rebellion of the Huasteca Indians in the Pánuco. The 
causes ar unclear Hernán lamed it on the continuing dissension causes are unclear. Hernán blamed it on the continuing dissension 
agagainst him fomented by a scattering of lingering Garay followers in 
the egion. Donald Chipman concludes that the ongoing indetermi the region. Donald Chipman concludes that the ongoing indetermi-
nate status of the egion’s administrati structur since the ambig nate status of the region’s administrative structure since the ambig-
uous royal order of April 1523 uous order of pril 1523  was  the  major  contributor.  In  any 
ev ev ra event, the rebellion resulted in several hundred Spanish deaths, mak-
ing this one of the orst losses su ing this one of the worst losses sufered by the Spaniards through-
out their entir colonia histor and in bruta puniti campaign out their entire colonial history, and in a brutal punitive campaign 
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Cortés that culminated in the execution of the enti Huastecan
.

Cortés no mo ed to both xpand and to consolidate his authorw v e -
ity y Shortly after his militar xpedition to the ánuco. y e P ,

edr de Alvarado as dispatched Cortés to conquer Guatemala,P o w by a
to 1527 and Between. ,campaign that ould last from w

Hernán himself led Spanish orces in the conquest of Honduras Onf .
his etur to Mexico City Cortés as confronted with the factionar n , w
ism and latant ri lries that had de loped among his subordinatesb va ve
during his absence.

lso wing tension between Cortés and But this timew a a gro
Nuño Beltrán de Guzmán, the man named (in 1525) Fr
cisco de Gar as go of the Inánuco 1526 Guzmán tr v-ay v P . , a
led from Spain to Nue España in the company of the licentiate,e va

or inspector ener l, Luis once de León. hey stopped in Cuba eng a P T
oute, her they met with Go ernor lázquez. he go ernor andr w e v Ve T v

Bishop onseca er the tw strongest anti-Cortés oices informingF w e o v
the Council of the Indies and the court. Guzmán and once deroyal P
León er learly ppointed to serv as the emperor’s counterweightw e c a e
to Cortés he licentiate as to in estigate Hernán’s past dealings. T w v
and would e en go so far as to ha e him arrested for a brief period.v v

1527 he ol-Guzmán P y . T fin in
lowing hey , w fimade president of ne audiencia of a w
Nue España, hic had both administrati and quasi-legislati va w h ve ve
po ers Guzmán quickly de loped the eputation of and cruea lw . ve r
ruthless ruler—gi en to enslaving Indians and castigating those v
iards within his jurisdiction in the ánuco ho had ecei ed privi-P w r v

encomiendas (g ants of rights to the labor and tribute of leges and r
loca Indians) or their lo lty and service to Hernán. Ironically onel f ya ,
of them as Migue Díaz de ux. After his earlier attempt to esup-w l A r
ply Gar y’s colony Díaz de ux had joined Cortés and had serveda , A
with distinction in the campaign ainst the Aztec Confederation.ag

an encomienda ánuco and hadin the PCortés had rew

35. Donald E. Chipman, anuco in New SpainNuno de Guzman and the Pr vince ofo P
1518 1533 (Glendale: Arthur H. Clark, 1967), 8677

by re by Cortés that culminated in the execution of the entire Huastecan 
leadership.leadership 3535 

and erritor . Shortly after his military expedition to the Pánuco, 
Pedro de Alvarado was dispatched by Cortés to conquer Guatemala, a 

1523 to 1527. Between 1524 and 1526, campaign that would last from 1523 1524 1526 
Hernán himself led Spanish forces in the conquest of Honduras. On 
his return to Mexico City, Cortés was confronted with the l-factional-
ism and blatant rivalries that had developed among his subordinates 
during his absence. 

Cortés now moved to both expand and to consolidate his author-
ity and tterritory 

to succeed Fran-
cisco de Garay as go everrnnoror of the Pánuco. In 1526, Guzmán tr av-
eled from Spain to Nueva España in the company of the licentiate, 
or inspector general, Luis Ponce de León. They stopped in Cuba en 
route, where they met with Governor Velázquez. The governor and 
Bishop Fonseca were the two strongest anti-Cortés voices informing 
the Council of the Indies and the royal court. Guzmán and Ponce de 
León were clearly appointed to serve as the emperor’s counterweight 
to Cortés. The licentiate was to investigate Hernán’s past dealings 
and would even go so far as to have him arrested for a brief period. 

But this awass also a time ooff growing tension between Cortés and 
Nuño Beltrán de Guzmán, the man named (in 1525) to succeed an-

post in t uco in 
lowing year, he was the fi 

assumed his p the án co Ma Guzmán assumed his ost he Pánu May 1527. The fol-
ear as made rst the rst president of a new audiencia of 

Nueva España, which had both administrative and quasi-legislative 
po wers . Guzmán quickly de veloped the reputation of a cruel and 

Span-ruthless ruler—given to enslaving Indians and castigating those Span-
iards within his jurisdiction in the Pánuco who had received privi-
leges and encomiendas (grants of rights to the labor and tribute of 
local Indians) for their loyalty and service to Hernán. Ironically, one 
of them was Miguel Díaz de Aux. After his earlier attempt to resup-
ply Garay’s colony, Díaz de Aux had joined Cortés and had served 
with distinction in the campaign against the Aztec Confederation. 

him an encomienda in the Pánuco and had Cortés had rewararded ded him with with 

35. Donald E. Chipman, Nuno de Guzman and the Province of Panuco in New Spain 
1518–1533 (Glendale: Arthur H. Clark, 1967), 77–86. 
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ppointed him ma or of the egion’s main settlement befor depara y r e
ing for Honduras.

In 1528 ww, , ea
on both sides of the Atlantic, left or Spain to see mation off k
his laims to norther Nue España and beyond. He defended hisc n va
ecor ather ecti ly at the cour and as accorded se err d r ef ve royal t w v al

honors—these included the title of Marqués de lle de Guajaca l Va
his included twenty-thr encomiendas eeT ee(Oaxaca). 

thousand Indian assals He as lso inducted into the prestigiousv . w a
Order of Santiago Ho er he as in essence lie ed of his go er. wev , w re v v -
norship of Nue a España.v

In 1529 b, a ealth to rumors of fa wby
the north, Guzmán sent land xpedition that conquered the soon-a e
to-be-created Nue Galicia and esta lished ortified presence onva b a f
the coast at lisco His hief militar cer as the BasqueP Ja . c y of w
Cristóbal
named Guadalajar in honor of Guzmán’s birthplace in Spain. uana J
de Oñate, Cristóbal’s brother, was subsequently its ma ory .

Cortés eturned to Nue España in 1530 hat . T y ,r va
as head of the audiencia and ppointed go ernor of w r v a v

the ne ly created (out of his northwester conquests) pr vince ofw n o
Nue Galicia hile etaining his post as that of the ánuco as ll.va w r P , we

his meant that Cortés’s hief ri no controlled both the Gulf andT c val w
coastlines of norther Nue España. Ne ertheless that sameP n va v ,

ear Cortés ounded Acapulco with shipyar to produce essels ory , f a d v f
acific exploration and commerce.P

In 1532, ships under the command of Diego o
erHurtado de Mendoza. The goals w e to discover the fabled Strait of

Anián, the norther passa from some her in the North ton ge w e P
the Gulf of Saint Lawrence that ould pr vide the shortest criticaw o l
oute from Europe to the Orient, on the one hand, and asser Corr t -

tés’s laim to any ne ly disco ered northerc w v n , .on Hur-
tado sailed from Acapulco and hen he sought permission to land at, w

lisco or supplies it as denied Nuño de Guzmán. he xplorJa f , w by T e -
ers sailed on ar and soon faced serious ater shorta e. Some ofw d a w g
the men utinied and insisted on heading bac southwar on onem k d

36. Ibid., 92 95
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appointed him mayor of the region’s main settlement before depart-t-
ing for Honduras .36 36

Hernán Cortés ully a are hat he had po p erful enemies In 1528, Hernán Cortés, ffully war tthat he had owerful enemies 
confi r on both sides of the Atlantic, left for Spain to seek confirmation of 

his claims to northern Nueva España and beyond. He defended his 
record rather efectively at the royal court and was accorded several 
honors—these included the title of Marqués del Valle de Guajaca 
(Oaxaca). with twenty-thr 
thousand Indian vassals. He was also inducted into the prestigious 
Order of Santiago. However, he was in essence relieved of his gover-
norship of Nueva España. 

This included twenty-thr ee encomiendas with twenty-three 

pare ently onvinced by rumors of fa led wealth to 
the north, Guzmán sent a land expedition that conquered the soon-
to-be-created Nueva Galicia and established a fortified presence on 

In 1529, apppar ntly cconvinced bled 

de Oñate. n 1 1153153 , Oñate would found a
acifi cthe Pacific coast at Jalisco. His chief military ofcer was the Basque 

Cristóbal de Oñate. IIn settlement that he , Oñate would found a settlement that he 
named Guadalajara in honor of Guzmán’s birthplace in Spain. Juan 
de Oñate, Cristóbal’s brother, was subsequently its mayor. 

Cortés returned to Nue va España in 1530. That year, Guzmán ear Guzmán 
was as removed as head of the audiencia and appointed governor of emo ed 
the newly created (out of his northwestern conquests) province of 
Nueva Galicia while retaining his post as that of the Pánuco, as well. 
This meant that Cortés’s chief rival now controlled both the Gulf and 

acifi cPacific coastlines of northern Nueva España. Nevertheless, that same 
year, Cortés founded Acapulco with a shipyard to produce vessels for 
Pacific exploration and commerce. 

Cortés outfit two ships under the command of Diego In 1532, Cortés outfi ted tw tted 
Hurtado de Mendoza. The goals were to discover the fabled Strait of 

lands on the other Hur-
tado sailed from Acapulco, and when he sought permission to land at 
Jalisco for supplies, it was denied by Nuño de Guzmán. The explor-
ers sailed onward and soon faced a serious water shortage. Some of 
the men mutinied and insisted on heading back southward on one 

acifi c Anián, the northern passage from somewhere in the North Pacific to 
the Gulf of Saint Lawrence that would provide the shortest critical 
route from Europe to the Orient, on the one hand, and assert Cor-
tés’s claim to any newly discovered northern lands, the other. 

36. Ibid., 92–95. 
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of the essels At one point, they landed in sear of ater and erv . ch w w e
attac ed Indians that er hostile to Spaniards due to Guzmán’sk by w e

erregular incursions and slave raids. All but two of the Europeans w e
killed, the survi ors making it to Guzmán outpost. Hurtado v a
self continued northward, proba ly to bout the Río de Fuerte inb a l
present-da Sinaloa, and then disappeared—also proba ly killedy b by
Indians.

Cortés dispatched tw mor essels from Acapulco to eng theo e v av e
Hurtado xpedition’s deaths and to sear or any survi ors he twe ch f v . T o
captains er his cousin, Diego de Becerra, and Hernando de Gri-w e
jalva, lati of Gar y’s uan de Grijalva. hey quickly separated,a re ve a J T
Becerr heading north as ordered and Grijalv turning bac south.a a k
Becerr as said to be too haughty and temperamenta or Grijalva’sa w l f
tastes Becerra’s pilot as the Basque ortun (Ortuña) Ximénez de. w F
Bertadona, from Bizkaia. According to Berna Díaz de Castillo hel ,

k“a 38 He as learly xperienced,w c ew
having been one of se er l of the early Basque explorers of Chile.v a

On December 10 1533 shortly after Grijalva’s departure,, ,
Ximénez, in league with “other Bizkaian mariners,” led success-a

some of his supporters in theirful m Becerr and a
sleep anciscan friars stopped the slaughter and after assum-. Two Fr ,
ing command, Ximénez put them ashore, long with the ounded.a w
He proceeded to the present-da por of La az, ther becomingy t P eby
the disco erer of Baja California, una ar that he had landed uponv w e
the southeaster tip of peninsula, ather than lar island. Itn a r a ge w
ther then that Ximénez and twenty of his men er killed Indianse w e by .

he survi ors sailed south, and hen they made por at lisco theirT v w t Ja ,
boat as commandeered Guzmán. hey ecounted having seenw by T r
ast yster-she beds that nourished the belief that the aters to thev o ll w

37. ames R. Moriarty “The Disco er and Earliest Exploration of Baja California,” SanJ , v y
Die Historica Quarter no (Januar 1965): Also Asun Garikano lifornia-. , Ka, . ygo l ly 11

oa 1533 1848): Euskaldunen lana liforniaren esplorazio eta olonizazio araian (Iru-k k ( k Ka k g
ñea/Pamplona: Pamiela, 2013), 17 22.

38. Quoted in Ibid., 18
39. osé Manue Azcona astor ossible aradises: Basque Emigration in Latin AmericaP PJ l P ,

(Reno: Uni ersity of Ne ada Press 2004), 40v v ,

of the vessels. At one point, they landed in search of water and were 
attacked by Indians that were hostile to Spaniards due to Guzmán’s 
regular incursions and slave raids. All but two of the Europeans were 

him-killed, the survivors making it to a Guzmán outpost. Hurtado him-
self continued northward, probably to about the Río del Fuerte in 
present-day Sinaloa, and then disappeared—also probably killed by 
Indians .3737 

Cortés dispatched two more vessels from Acapulco to avenge the 
Hurtado expedition’s deaths and to search for any survivors. The two 
captains were his cousin, Diego de Becerra, and Hernando de Gri-
jalva, a relative of Garay’s Juan de Grijalva. They quickly separated, 
Becerra heading north as ordered and Grijalva turning back south. 
Becerra was said to be too haughty and temperamental for Grijalva’s 
tastes. Becerra’s pilot was the Basque Fortun (Ortuña) Ximénez de 
Bertadona, from Bizkaia. According to Bernal Díaz de Castillo, he 

navigviga mapmaker. was as “a good good na tor ator and and mapma er ”.”38 He was clearly experienced, 
having been one of se ver al of the early Basque explorers of Chile.39 39 

On December 10, 1533, shortly after Grijalva’s departure, 
Ximénez, in league with “other Bizkaian mariners,” led a success-
ful mutiny—killing some of his supporters in their utiny—killing Becerra and 
sleep. Two Franciscan friars stopped the slaughter, and after assum-
ing command, Ximénez put them ashore, along with the wounded. 
He proceeded to the present-day port of La Paz, thereby becoming 
the discoverer of Baja California, unaware that he had landed upon 
the southeastern tip of a peninsula, rather than a large island. It was as 
there then that Ximénez and twenty of his men were killed by Indians. 
The survivors sailed south, and when they made port at Jalisco, their 
boat was commandeered by Guzmán. They recounted having seen 
vast oyster-shell beds that nourished the belief that the waters to the 

37. James R. Moriarty, “The Discovery and Earliest Exploration of Baja California,” San 
Diego Historical Quarterly 11, no. 1 (January 1965): 3–4. Also Asun Garikano , Kalifornia-
koa k (1533–1848 ): Euskaldunen lana k Kaliforniaren esplorazio eta kolonizazio garaian (Iru-
ñea/Pamplona: Pamiela, 2013), 17–22. 

38. Quoted in Ibid., 18. 
39. José Manuel Azcona Pastor, Possible Paradises: Basque Emigration in Latin America 

(Reno: University of Nevada Press, 2004), 40. 
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north l fi . By this time,ab
Guzmán as probing with land parties the egion to the northw r well
of Sinaloa.

In 1535 combined land and Cortez himself headed, a
time xpedition to the north, in par designed to punish Nuño dee t
Guzmán or his treatment of Hernán’s earlier xplorers In the ent,f e . ev
the tw men’s orces failed to meet. Cortés no esta lished colonyo f w b a
at La az, in Baja’s Santa Cruz Ba from hic he sent land xpedi-P y, w h e
tions to probe the unknown. hey ound little, and many of the colo-T f
nists perished. Cortés ww P
Marqués de Cañete, arri ed in Nue España to assume his duties asv va

viceroy ancisco de boatits . a Fr
Ulloa to infor the marqués that he as being ordered bac to Mem w k
ico At this point, both Cortés and Nuño de Guzmán er told. w e
to desist from launching their wn xplorations of the north—futuro e e
ones were to be e lusi ly cr wn initiati esxc ve o v .

Guzmán selearly in trouble c by v acer al -w
bic critics including Mexico City’s (and the Ne orld’s) ar h-, w W c
bishop—the Basque uan de Zumárr a. he ar hbishop eportedJ ag T c r
that during Guzmán’s tenanc as go ernor of Nue España, he asy v va w
afraid to send letters to Spain throug egular hannels and esortedh r c r
to smug ling them out via the Basque ethnic seafaring network. Chip-g
man cites se er Guzmán detractors including his bio pher osév al , gra J
Santana, ho wrote of Nuño’s “cruelty of the highest order w ,
tion without limit, efined ypocrisy eat immor lity ing atitude a r h , gr a , r
without equal, and wce hatred of Cortés.” In 1537a ,
arrested, tried, and sent bac to Spain. His Ne orld career ask w W w
no erv .

In 1537 that ther of, e w P c
began in Nue España. hat ear ancisco Pizarr besieged inva T y , Fr o,

eru, sent an ur ent equest or assistance to Cortés essels erP g r f . Two v w e
dispatched under the command of Hernando de Grijalva, ut theb by
time they eached eru, the situation ther as under control. Gri-r P e w

40. Berna Díaz de Castillo Historia erdader de la conquista de la Nuev Españav a a , v .l ,
1632; Madrid: Historia 16 1984), 392 94, .

41. Moriarty, “The Disco er ,”v y .
42. Quoted in Chipman, Nuno de Guzman 142.,
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cappulco a bor d abundant pea sheries 400 By this time, 
Guzmán was probing with land parties the region well to the north 
of Sinaloa. 

north ooff AAca ulco h rharboreed undant rpearl fisheries.4 

up 
time expedition to the north, in part designed to punish Nuño de 
Guzmán for his treatment of Hernán’s earlier explorers. In the event, 
the two men’s forces failed to meet. Cortés now established a colony 
at La Paz, in Baja’s Santa Cruz Bay, from which he sent land expedi-
tions to probe the unknown. They found little, and many of the colo-
nists perished.41 41 Cortés as at La az when Antonio de Mend za, he 

its . He sent a boat under tthe command off Francisco de 
Ulloa to inform the marqués that he was being ordered back to x-Mex-
ico City 

was at La Paz hen Antonio de oMendoza, tthe 
Marqués de Cañete, arrived in Nueva España to assume his duties as 

fifirst rst vicer oy He sent under he command o 

In 1535, Cortez himself headed up a combined land and mari-mari-

City. At this point, both Cortés and Nuño de Guzmán were told 
to desist from launching their own explorations of the north—future 
ones were to be exclusively crown initiatives. 

was this ime. He had eral acer-Guzmán as clearly in trouble by this ttime. He had sever 
first bic critics, including Mexico City’s (and the New World’s) first arch-

bishop—the Basque Juan de Zumárraga. The archbishop reported 
that during Guzmán’s tenancy as governor of Nueva España, he was 
afraid to send letters to Spain through regular channels and resorted 
to smuggling them out via the Basque ethnic seafaring network. Chip-
man cites several Guzmán detractors, including his biographer José 

ambi-Santana, who wrote of Nuño’s “cruelty of the highest order, ambi-
tion without limit, a refined hypocrisy, great immorality, ingratitude 
without equal, and fi 42 Guzmán was asa fiererce hatred of Cortés.”42 In 1537, Guzmán 
arrested, tried, and sent back to Spain. His New World career was 

w o 
another S the acifi 

began in Nueva España. That year, Francisco Pizarro, besieged in 
Peru, sent an urgent request for assistance to Cortés. Two vessels were 
dispatched under the command of Hernando de Grijalva, but by the 
time they reached Peru, the situation there was under control. Gri-

now over. 
In 1537, there was as another panish Spanish crcrossing ossing of the Pacifi c that 

40. Bernal Díaz de Castillo, Historia verdader a de la conquista de la Nuev a España , 2 vols.ols 
(1632; Madrid: Historia 16, 1984), 2:392–94. 

41. Moriarty, “The Discovery,” 4–6. 
42. Quoted in Chipman, Nuno de Guzman, 142. 
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jajalv lvaa decided decided to to eexplor xploree CaCalifliforornia nia coasta coastall wwaters aters instead, instead, bbut ut on on hishis 
wwaayy therthere, e, he he wwas as bblolown wn ooff  course course and and far far out out to to sea. sea. He He thertherefefororee 
rre esolv sol veed d tto o mmaa kkee ffoor r tthe he M Moluccas oluccas.. InIn 11538538, , hhis is flaflaggship ship,, tthe he SantiagSantiagoo,, 
arri arrivved ed in in the the Spice Spice Islands Islands with with bbut ut tw tweelv lvee bedr bedraaggggled led survi survivvors ors,, wwhoho 
wwerere pre promptly arromptly arrested bested by the P y the Porortuguese.tuguese.4 433 

In In 15391539,,  in in defi defiance ance ofof MendoMendoza,za, CorCortéstés dispatcdispatchedhed FFrranciscoancisco dede 
Ulloa Ulloa nornorthwthwar ardd with with thr threeee boats—prboats—proba obabbly ly with with ororders ders to to contincontinueue 
the the sear searcchh ffor or the the nornorthwthwest est passa passagge. e. He He fifirst rst ancanchorhored ed at at La La PPaz, az, justjust 
ooff  CorCortés’s tés’s aabandoned bandoned settlement settlement (no (noww in in ruins ruins after after hahaving ving beenbeen 
destr destrooyyed ed bbyy the the Indians). Indians). Ulloa Ulloa nenext xt sailed sailed nornortheastwtheastwar ardd to to thethe 
coast coast of of Nue Nuevvaa España España and and prprobed obed the the entir entiree length length of of the the Gulf Gulf ofof 
CaCalifliforornia to its ternia to its terminminus at the deus at the delta of lta of the Colorthe Colorado Ri ado Rivverer.. 

It It wwas as then then that that Ulloa Ulloa decided decided to to bear bear southwsouthwar ardd aalong long the the coast-coast-
line line of of Baja Baja CaCalifliforornia. nia. TThis his wwas as aa puzzling puzzling decision; decision; rrather ather,, he he migmightht 
ha havvee been been eexpected xpected to to prprobe obe the the migmighty hty ColorColorado ado.. MarMarco co PPolo’s olo’s jour jour--
nanall wwaas s wweellll knoknown wn at at this this time, time, and and it it spok spokee ofof tthe he ggrreat eat CorCoromar omaraa 
Ri Rivver er in in China, China, wwhic hichh passed passed thrthroug oughh some some of of its its wweaealthiest lthiest and and mostmost 
populated populated arareas eas.. Could Could the the migmighty hty ColorColorado’s ado’s dedelta lta actuaactually lly be be thethe 
terterminminus us of of CorCoromaromara? a? NearNearly ly twtwoo c centuries enturies llater ater,, iin n 16921692,,   thethe ggeoeog-g-
rraapher pher and and mamapma pmakker er Planicus Planicus wwas as still still designating designating the the ColorColorado ado thethe 
“Rio Cor“Rio Coromaromara.”a.” 

In In any any eevvent, ent, Ulloa Ulloa rretureturned ned to to La La PPaz az and and then then rrounded ounded thethe 
souther southernn tip tip of of Baja—haBaja—having ving completed completed the the fifirst rst circircumnacumnavigvigationation 
of of the the Gulf Gulf of of CaCalifliforornia, nia, no noww knoknown wn aalso lso as as the the Gulf Gulf of of CorCortéstés.. 
He He prproceeded oceeded up up Baja’s Baja’s wwest est coast coast until until he he disco discovverered ed CedrCedros os Island.Island. 
FFrrom om therthere, e, he he dispatcdispatched hed one one vvesse essell bac backk to to Nue Nuevvaa España España with with nenewsws 
of of his his disco discovveries eries to to that that point. point. He He undoubtedly undoubtedly contincontinued ued his his nornorth-th-
wwar ardd prprobe, obe, and and ther theree is is contr controovversy ersy concerconcerning ning his his ultimate ultimate fate. fate. FForor 
somesome historianshistorians,, hehe ssimplyimply disadisapppears pears atat thisthis time. time. Ho Howweevveerr ,, JJames ames 
MoriarMoriarty ty and and others others bebelie lievvee that that ther theree is is su suffcient cient documentar documentaryy eevi-vi-
dence dence of of his his subsequent subsequent prpresence esence in in Nue Nuevvaa España España to to arargue gue that that hehe 
survi survivved the eed the expedition.xpedition.4444 

BBy y nnoo ww ttherher ee wweerr ee oother ther ddee vveellopments opments tto o iinflnfl aammee tthhee SSppaanniisshh 
iimamaggination. ination. IIn n 11536 536,,  ÁÁlvlvaar r NNúñez úñez CCa abbeza eza dde e VVaaca, ca, o one ne oof f tthe he ffeew w
ssurviurvi vvoors rs oof f tthe he iill-fated ll-fated PPedredr o o de de NarvNarváez áez eexpedition xpedition to to the the wwest est 

43.43. MitcMitchehell,ll, FFriar Andrriar Andrés és,, 7878.  
44. 44. MoriarMoriartyty, “T, “The Disco he Discovver eryy,” ,” 1717.  
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ccoast oast oof f FFllorida, orida, ttururnned ed uup p iin n NNueue vvaa GGaallicia, icia, nnear ear CCuliacán, uliacán, wwith ith 
tthrhreee e ccompanions ompanions aafter fter hhaavving ing wwaanderndereed d ffoor r eeigighht t yyeears ars aacrcrooss ss tthe he 
AAmerican merican SSouthwouthweest. st. CCaabbeza eza dde e VVaaca ca ccllaimed aimed tto o hhaa vvee hhearear dd oof f 
((bbuut t nnot ot sseen) een) f faa bbuulous lous ccities ities oof f gold. gold. InI n 11539539 , , FFrraancisco ncisco VVáásquez squez 
dde e CCororoonadonado ,, ggoo vveerrnnor or oof f NNueue vvaa GGaallicia, icia, oorrdderereed d aa nnee ww pprroobe be iinto nto 
tthe he rreegion. gion. TThhe e eexxpeditionpedition’’s s mmost ost nnotaota bblle e mmembers embers wweerr ee tthe he MMororoocc--
ccan an nnamed amed EEsteste vvaaniconico ,, oone ne oof f CCaabbeza eza dde e VVaaca’s ca’s ccompanionsompanions ,, aand nd aa 
FFrraanncciissccaann ffrriiaarr,, MMaarrccooss ddee NNiizzaa.. EEsstteevvaanniiccoo ddiieedd aalloonngg tthhee wwaayy,, aanndd 
FFrr aayy MMaarrccooss rreettuurrnneedd ttoo NNuueevvaa EEssppaaññaa ccllaaiimmiinngg ttoo hhaavv ee sseeeenn ffrroomm 
aa ddistance istance aa ffaa bbuulous lous ggolden olden ccity ity ccaallled led CCíbola íbola that that wwas as larlar gger er than than 
MMeexxico City ico City..

AA ffororma mall in invvestigestigation ation and and another another eexpedition xpedition both both failed failed toto 
vverify erify the the friar’s friar’s account. account. TTher heree wwer eree eevven en questions questions aabout bout the the fri-fri-
ar’s ar’s crcredibility edibility.. Some Some skskeptics eptics bebelie lievved ed Cíbola Cíbola to to be be pur puree in invvention. ention. 
Ne Nevvererthetheless less,, VVicer icerooyy MendoMendoza za rremained emained intrigued, intrigued, and and in in 15401540, , hehe 
decided decided to to launc launchh aa combined combined land land and and sea sea eexpedition. xpedition. CorCoronado onado 
wwaass cchhar arggeed d wwith ith ccommanding ommanding the the lalar rggee land land ffororce, ce, accompanied accompanied bbyy 
FFrraayy MarMarcos cos de de Niza. Niza. In In AAugust ugust of of 15401540,,  Her Hernnando ando dede A Alarlarccón ón s sailed ailed 
frfrom om AcaAcapulco pulco with with tw twoo ships ships to to the the head head of of the the Gulf Gulf of of CaCalifliforornia. nia. 
HeHe wwaas s toto rrendezvendezvous ous with with and and rresupply esupply CorCoronado onado.. After After ancanchoring horing 
in in the the ColorColorado ado Ri Rivver er dedelta, lta, AlarAlarcón cón prproceeded oceeded in in longlongboats boats as as farfar 
upri uprivver er as as the the ColorColorado’s ado’s confluence confluence with with the the Gila Gila Ri Rivver—ber—but ut with-with-
out out encountering encountering CorCoronado onado.. He He left left aa note note and and bburied uried supplies supplies ffor or thethe 
land eland expeditionariesxpeditionaries.. 

CCoorroonnaaddoo’’ss llaarrggee ffoorrccee pprroocceeeeddeedd sslloowwllyy aanndd ccaauuttiioouussllyy.. FFrraayy 
MMararccos’s os’s CCíbola íbola ttururnned ed oout ut tto o bbe e aa ddisaisapppointing pointing ccompleomple xx oof f ZZuni uni 
IIndian ndian ppueue bbllosos .. CCororoonado nado bbanished anished tthe he ffriar riar bbacac kk tto o NNueue vvaa EEspaña spaña 
iin n ddisgisg rraace. ce. CCororoonado nado llingingeerreed d iin n tthe he SSouthwouthweest st aand nd ddid id bbattle attle wwith ith
hhostile ostile IIndians ndians oon n mmoror ee tthan han one one occasion. occasion. He He wwas as wwounded ounded in in a a
bbattle attle wwith ith tthe he ZZunisunis .. He He dispatcdispatched hed one one ggrroup oup to to searsear cch h ffor or the the 
CColoroloraado do RRii vveer r aand nd AAlarlarcóncón’s ’s suppliessupplies . . TThey hey actuaactually lly rretrieetrie vved ed them them 
aand nd mmanaana ggeed d tto o ddiscoisco vveer r tthe he GGrraand nd CCanyanyoon n aallong ong tthe he wwaayy .. CCoror oo--
nnadoado ,, ttold old bbyy aan n IIndian ndian tthat hat ttherher ee wwaas s aa ffaa bbuulously lously wweeaallthth yy ccity ity tto o 
the northeast, pushed into the present-da state of ansas in fruit
less sear fo or Quivira. In 1542 Ne Me 
the northeast, pushed into the present-day state of Kansas in a fruit-
less search r Quivira. In 1542, and and no now in in a y New p erpr d-tnesesent-da Mex-
ico Coronado as injured seriously in fall from his horse. It as ico, Coronado was injured seriously in a fall from his horse. It was 
decided to etur to Nue España. anciscan friars er left decided to return to Nueva España. Two Franciscan friars were left 
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ev e .

w , a fe w
e , w e r by

dro de Alvarado, the governor of Guatemala, to accompany him
k w W

-w, , by w k
, w e

cific. He and Viceroy Antonio de Mendoza commissioned a Por-
J R

dríguez Cabrillo, in Spanish), to construct and command a fleet
w ch f a -w
r w

re under , Al rado recei d a desperate request for assistance
from Cristóbal de Oñate, the beleaguered acting governor of Nueva

a w a re
J , k e v

P c coast of El Salvador, intending to assist
e P c crossing. Urdaneta was the expe-

T first sailed north to the port of Jalisco, where
w infantrymen and some cavalry

w e f fe w
e vastly out mbered Urdaneta/Oñate contingent prevailed in the

ve .

45. her ould be pi ota Basque contribution to the xploration and de lopment ofT e w a v l e ve
norther Nue España. In 1546 Cristóba (bor itoria, Ar ba, or Oñate, Gipuz-in eithern va , l n V a

oa) and his llo Basques Diego de Ibarr (bor in Eibar Gipuzkoa) and uan de olosak fe w a n , J T
(lik ly from olosa, Gipuzkoa) er disco erers of the fa ulous silver mines at Zacatecase T w e v b .

ma or He later married (inyDiego de Ibarr ounded the city of Zacatecas and became its .a f
1556 the daughter of the vicer of Nue España, Luis de lasco uiz de Alarcón. Diego’s) oy va Ve y R
nephe ancisco de Ibarr (bor in Eibar Gipuzkoa), came to Zacatecas In 1562 anciscow, Fr a n , . , Fr
headed an xpedition to the northwest in sear of the fa led city of Cíbola. In the processe ch b ,
he ounded the pr vince of Nue izca and its capitol, Durango—named after the town off o va V ya
origin of Ar hbishop Zumárr a. ancisco became the ne pr vince’s rst go ernor uan dec ag Fr w o fi v . J

olosa married Leonor Cortés Moctezuma, Hernán’s daughter and then prospected or neT , f w
silver deposits north of Zacatecas with Luis Cortés son of the Marqués de Oaxaca. hen, in, T
1598 Domingo’s son, uan de Oñate, husband of uan de olosa’s daughter (Isabe de olosa, J J T l T
Cortés de Moctezuma), led an xpedition to the American Southwest and esta lished e b a
ony at the site of present-da Albuquerque. He and his brother Cristobal, both subsequentlyy ,
served as go ernors of Nue o Méxicov v .

behind to ang lize the Indians On balance, Coronado’s mission behind to evangelize the Indians. On balance, Coronado’s mission 
had been a failure.

Mean ile, in 1540 llo Basque 
had been a failure. 

Meanwhhile, in 1540, Andrés Andrés de de U drUr a tenadaneta a d nand a fellow Basque 
from the Loaísa xpedition, Martín de Islares er ecruited from the Loaísa expedition, Martín de Islares, were recruited by 
PePedro de Alvarado, the governor of Guatemala, to accompany him 
from Spain bac to the Ne orld. Urdaneta brought with him his from Spain back to the New World. Urdaneta brought with him his 
nephe Ochoa de Zabala. Alvarado no Cortés’s een com nephew, Ochoa de Zabala. Alvarado, by now Cortés’s keen com-
petitor as particularly interested in furthering xploration of the petitor, was particularly interested in furthering exploration of the 
PaPacific. He and Viceroy Antonio de Mendoza commissioned a Por-
tuguese shipbuilder and captain, oão odrigues Cabrilho (Juan tuguese shipbuilder and captain, João Rodrigues Cabrilho (Juan 
Ro
that ould searsearch for the Strait of Anián and possibly a ne
Rodríguez Cabrillo, in Spanish), to construct and command a fleet 
that would or the Strait of Anián and possibly mari new mari-
time oute to the Spice Islands and China. But hile preparations time route to the Spice Islands and China. But while preparations 
we way va ve were underway, Alvarado received a desperate request for assistance 
from Cristóbal de Oñate, the beleaguered acting governor of Nueva 
Galicia in Coronado’s bsence, ho faced major Indian bellion. 

ne of 1540 Cabrillo and A ar e embar In Alv ado ed with th thr vessels 
Galicia in Coronado’s absence, who faced a major Indian rebellion. 
In Juune of 1540, Cabrillo and lvarado mbarked with reee essels 
from Acajutlán on the acififrom Acajutlán on the Pacific coast of El Salvador, intending to assist 
Oñate befor making the acifi Oñate before making the Pacific crossing. Urdaneta was the expe-
dition’s pilot. heydition’s pilot. They first sailed north to the port of Jalisco, where 
Urdaneta was put in command of 150 Urdaneta as put in command of 150 infantrymen and some cavalry 
that were combined with the forces of his fellow Basque, Oñate.45 that er combined with the orces of his llo Basque, Oñate.45 

Th nuThe vastly outnumbered Urdaneta/Oñate contingent prevailed in the 
decisi battle, killing and capturing eight thousand of the Indians decisive battle, killing and capturing eight thousand of the Indians. 

45. There would be a pivotal Basque contribution to the exploration and development of 
northern Nueva España. In 1546, Cristóbal (born in either Vitoria, Araba, or Oñate, Gipuz-
koa) and his fellow Basques Diego de Ibarra (born in Eibar, Gipuzkoa) and Juan de Tolosa 
(likely from Tolosa, Gipuzkoa) were discoverers of the fabulous silver mines at Zacatecas. 

first ma yor He later married (in Diego de Ibarra founded the city of Zacatecas and became its first . 
1556) the daughter of the vicer oy of Nue va España, Luis de Velasco y Ruiz de Alarcón. Diego’s 
nephe w, Francisco de Ibarr a (bor n in Eibar , Gipuzkoa), came to Zacatecas . In 1562, Francisco 
headed an expedition to the northwest in search of the fabled city of Cíbola. In the process, 
he founded the province of Nueva Vizcaya and its capitol, Durango—named after the town of 
origin of Archbishop Zumárraga. Francisco became the new province’s first governor. Juan de 
Tolosa married Leonor Cortés Moctezuma, Hernán’s daughter, and then prospected for new 
silver deposits north of Zacatecas with Luis Cortés, son of the Marqués de Oaxaca. Then, in 
1598, Domingo’s son, Juan de Oñate, husband of Juan de Tolosa’s daughter (Isabel de Tolosa 

col-Cortés de Moctezuma), led an expedition to the American Southwest and established a col-
ony at the site of present-day Albuquerque. He and his brother, Cristobal, both subsequently 
served as governors of Nuevo México. 

https://O�ate.45
https://O�ate.45
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v , voyage w a w
ghting.

Antonio de Mendoza, vicer of Nue España and one of theoy va
bac ers of the Alvarado xpedition, etained his strong interl k e r -

, k o flest in xploration. In 1542 tP e
of La Navidad, On une Cabrillo set out from there, head-J ,Ja .
ing north with thr ships Cedros Island as his stop and the ee . w , by

28w ,end of .A harted 
he entered present-da San Diego Ba becoming the Europeany y,
to set oot in Alta California. He continued up the California coast,f
visiting Santa Catalina and San Clemente Islands and naming other

In mid-No. v , r Rcoasta eatures long the l f a way
sian Ri er hence he turned bac south. Cabrillo missed the entrancev , w k
to present-da San ancisco Ba ut did enter and har Montereyy Fr y, b c t
Bay—naming it Bahía de los Pinos He decided to winter er in the. ov
Santa Barbar Islands and it as ther that he died, on anuara , w e J y 3,
1543 from ang enous ound, having shattered his shin earlier, a g r w

hile defending some of his men during an Indian attack.w
Befor his death, Cabrillo entreated his second in command, Bare -

tolomé err lo to continue with the xploration. err lo sailed northF e , e F e
to n Oregon, to 43 deg ees latitude, befor heading south tor e
escape inclement w . He visited and named Cape Mendocino in

of.honor of his vicer xpedition arri ed T v e voy
back in La Navidad on April 14 1543, .

icer Mendoza as particularly upon the PhilippinesV oy w ,
and he ered Urdaneta command of ne probe in their direction.of a w
Ho er the Basque as mor interested in xploring both northerwev , w e e n
Asian aters and the South He had learned of pua New P . Pa w
Guinea from Saa edr and ma ha wished to sear or thev a y well ve ch f
rumored southern continent of erra Austr lis, as w ll.T a e

hen Urdaneta demurred, Mendoza ppointed uy López deW a R
illalobos commander of six-vesse xpedition, including V a l e

ing settlers It left La Navidad in No. v of 1542 xplicitwith e
orders to ta possession of the Philippines our ugustinian friarske . F A

46. heodor Histor of California ols (San ancisco: Stone, 1898),H. Hittell, y , v . Fr N. J.T e
73 78
47. Mitchell, riar Andrés 80F ,
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Ne ertheless the intended to the Orient as borted hen Nevertheless, the intended voyage to the Orient was aborted when 
Alvarado perished in the fiAlvarado perished in the fighting. 

Antonio de Mendoza, viceroy of Nueva España and one of the 
financia 

olisco. 27 
est in Pacific exploration. In 1542 he bac d tw eets from the port 
of La Navidad, Jalisc On June 27, Cabrillo set out from there, head-

financial backers of the Alvarado expedition, retained his strong inter-
acifi c , he bac e ked two fleets from the por 

first 
end of August, he was sailing in unc saters. as sailing in uncharted On September 
ing north with three ships. Cedros Island was his first stop, and by the 

ugust, he w water On September 28, 
first he entered present-day San Diego Bay, becoming the first European 

to set foot in Alta California. He continued up the California coast, 
visiting Santa Catalina and San Clemente Islands and naming other 
coastal features along the way ember he eac ed tthe us-
sian River, whence he turned back south. Cabrillo missed the entrance 
to present-day San Francisco Bay, but did enter and chart Monterey 
Bay—naming it Bahía de los Pinos. He decided to winter over in the 
Santa Barbara Islands, and it was there that he died, on January 3, 
1543, from a gangrenous wound, having shattered his shin earlier 
while defending some of his men during an Indian attack. 

. In mid-November, he reachhed he Rus-

Before his death, Cabrillo entreated his second in command, Bar-
tolomé Ferrelo, to continue with the exploration. Ferrelo sailed north 
to southern souther Oregon, to 43 degrees latitude, before heading south to 
escape inclement weather.
honor of his vicer oy The survivors he the CaCabrillo expedition arrived 
back in La Navidad on April 14, 1543.46 46 

eather He visited and named Cape Mendocino in 
. he survi ors of t brillo 

fixated Viceroy Mendoza was particularly fixated upon the Philippines, 
and he ofered Urdaneta command of a new probe in their direction. 
However, the Basque was more interested in exploring both northern 

acifi c Asian waters and the South Pacific. He had learned of Papua New 
Guinea from Saavedra and may well have wished to search for the 
rumored southern continent of  Terra Austr alis, as w ell.47 47

When Urdaneta demurred, Mendoza appointed Ruy López de 
intend-Villalobos commander of a six-vessel expedition, including intend-

ing settlers. It left La Navidad in Novemberember of 1542 with explicit 
orders to take possession of the Philippines. Four Augustinian friars 

46. Theodore H. Hittell, Histor y of California, 4 vols . (San Francisco: N. J. Stone, 1898), 
1:73–78. 

47. Mitchell, Friar Andrés, 80. 
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ormed par of the contingent, including Gerónimo de Sanesteban.f t
On anuar 19 it, V r c fJ y ,
Spain. Dwindling stores and the unremitting hostility of the nati esv
ruled out permanent settlement, so illalobos as orced to sail onV w f
to Tidore, arriving on A otentia disaster as erted hen4. P l w av w
Gerónimo de Sanesteban mana ed to convince the go ernor that theg v
Spaniards er not hallenging ortuguese hegemony ut er onlyw e c P , b w e
seeking assistance in their hour of misfortune.

Sailing estwar from Nue España to the Philippines as w d va w re
ti ly simple. illalobos tr ersed the to Mindanao in thr ve V av P ee
months having paused at some islands long the , a way r. nav-lT
igationa halleng as to disco er an easterly oute or the eturl c e w v r f r n

e. Befor quitting the Philippines illalobos dispatched thevoyag e , V
deJ in sear of easterly pr ailing winds Lik most ofch ev . e

their predecessors these xplorers failed to do so and entually had, e ev
to ma e their w y to Tidore.k a

the San 1545 uan de Letrán On , J left Tidor ain in16y , e ag
sear of the sea oute bac to Nue España, captained Iñigoch r k va by
Ortiz de He attempted the crossing sailing south to theR . by
coast of Ne Guinea, hic he laimed or Spain and named Nuew w h c f va
Guinea, since its lac nati es eminded him of those of Guinea inb k v r
Africa. Utterly frustrated in his attempt to ect an easterly cref
ing, in early October Ortiz de etes as bac in Tidore. It as then, R w k w
that the ortuguese dispatched the illalobos cr wmen to Europe viaP V e
their ll-esta lished oute to Lisbon. illalobos himself became illwe b r V
and died in Amboina. he last rites er administered to him theT w e by
futur Saint ancis Xavier the Basque missionar ho ould pre Fr , y w w
e

Mean hile, Urdaneta had been ppointed Mendoza to the w a by
cor —rimportant posts of gidor and visitador inspector of re oyal

1547 or go W , w dv administration in Michoacán. in—
eached the vicer of the cesses in eru of Gonzalo Pizarr (F r oy ex P o r

48.48. Ibid.,Ibid., 8282. 
49. 49. JJuan uan Géno Génovvaa Sotíl, Sotíl, after after underscoring underscoring that that wwee lac lackk specifi specific c bio bioggrraaphica phicall infinforormationmation 

rregegararding ding this this fifigurgure, e, notes notes that that he he wwas as lik likeely ly descended descended frfrom om Ar Araaba. ba. WWee ar aree told, told, “His “His namename 
and and his his second second sursurname name seem seem to to point point cclearlearly ly to to his his condition condition as as Basque.” Basque.” JJuan uan Géno Génovvaa Sotíl,Sotíl, 
“Or“Ortiz de Rtiz de Retesetes, por a, por aguas austr guas austraalesles,” in ,” in DescubrimientosDescubrimientos, Landín Carr, Landín Carrasco et. aasco et. al., l., 2:379379.  

50.50. MitcMitchehell,ll, FFriar Andrriar Andrés és,, 8484.  
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1543 illa eac ed Mindanao and laimed or ll lobos 
Spain. Dwindling stores and the unremitting hostility of the natives 
ruled out permanent settlement, so Villalobos was forced to sail on 
to Tidore, arriving on April

formed part of the contingent, including Gerónimo de Sanesteban. 
On January 19, 1543, Vi alobos reachhed Mindanao and claimed it for 

pril 4. Potential disaster was averted when 
Gerónimo de Sanesteban managed to convince the governor that the 
Spaniards were not challenging Portuguese hegemony, but were only 
seeking assistance in their hour of misfortune.4848 

la-Sailing westward from Nueva España to the Philippines was rela-

Th eal nav-
igational challenge was to discover an easterly route for the return 
voyage. Before quitting the Philippines, Villalobos dispatched the San

acifi c tively simple. Villalobos traversed the Pacific to Mindanao in three 
months , having paused at some islands along the way . e he rea 

San 
Juan uan de LetrLetránán in search of easterly prevailing winds. Like most of 
their predecessors, these explorers failed to do so and eventually had 
to make their way to Tidore. 

On Ma 1545, the San Juan de Letrán 

etes 49 

coast of New Guinea, which he claimed for Spain and named Nueva 
Guinea, since its black natives reminded him of those of Guinea in 

May 16, left Tidore again in 
search of the sea route back to Nueva España, captained by Iñigo 
Ortiz de Retes.49 He attempted the crossing by sailing south to the 

oss-Africa. Utterly frustrated in his attempt to efect an easterly cross-
ing, in early October, Ortiz de Retes was back in Tidore. It was then 
that the Portuguese dispatched the Villalobos crewmen to Europe via 
their well-established route to Lisbon. Villalobos himself became ill 
and died in Amboina. The last rites were administered to him by the 

os-future Saint Francis Xavier, the Basque missionary who would pros-
lytize India and China.elytize India and China.50 50

Meanwhile, Urdaneta had been appointed by Mendoza to the 
important posts of corregidor and visitador—royal inspector of 
goverernment When, 1547, word nment administration—in Michoacán. hen, in 

an-reached the viceroy of the excesses in Peru of Gonzalo Pizarro (Fran-

https://China.50
https://China.50
https://Retes.de
https://misfortune.48
https://misfortune.48
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cisco’s brother and self-proclaimed successor), Mendoza assembled
an armada of six hundred men to emo the usurper He namedr ve .
Urdaneta commander of the militar xpedition. Ho er just befory e wev , e
the set sail, or arri ed that Gonzalo had been defeated, and sow d v
the mission was aborted.

In Urdaneta ected major hang in his persona life. He, ef a c e l
professed ligious ws and entered the ugustinian con ent herre vo A v w e
Gerónimo de Sanesteban as the prior Mairin Mitche speculates w . ll

tight ligious that the decision lik influenced ofw e by a web re
Basques prominent in Mexico City at the time, nota ly ar hbishopb c
uan de Zumárr a, hronicler Gerónimo de Mendieta, andJ ag c Fray

Diego de Olarte, soldier under Cortés ho became missionara w a y
after of Mexico Significantly the ugustinians er. , A w e
Spain’s preeminent missionar order in the mid-sixteenth centur asy y,
videnced the participation of its our friars in the illalobos xpe-e by f V e

dition. Urdaneta obviously had much in common with them.
or tw lv ears after professing his ligious ws Urdaneta ledF e e y re vo ,

the lif of cenobite. Ho er he had not completed his destiny as e a wev ,
xplorer Mendoza’s successor icer Luis de lasco interested e . , V oy Ve ,

in xtending Spanish imperia consulted Urdaneta egarding thee l sway, r
wroteMoluccas II. In 1558 urg-, Ve

ing that ne estwar sea es be underta en from Nue España.w w d voyag k va
He further ecommended that Urdaneta be designated the r e
dition’s guide because of his length xperience in the Moluccas hisy e ,
navigationa and cosmo phic skills and his kno ledg of the natil gra , w e ve
langua esg .

On September 24 1559 King Philip II, desirous of bringing the , ,
Philippines within Spain’s orbit, ordered lasco to mount an Ve e
dition. Gi en Urdaneta’s xperience, the king equested his in olve-v e r v
ment. In light of suc cia pressure, the friar’s superior not onlyh of l

51. Ibid., 86
52. Like the surname Mendoza, V lasco has Basque (Ar bese) etymological rootse a .
53. Mitchell, riar Andrés 98 Furthermore, “Urdaneta’s ptitude or langua es is mar ed. a f g kF ,

throughout his career not only did he master those commonly used in the Moluccas ut lso; , b a
those—and in er shor time—in some of the Philippine Islands and later in lif mora v y t , e e
than one of the Mexican langua es her is no doubt that his nati Eusker equipped himg . T e ve a
to learn, mor quickly than non-Basque spea ers langua es totally unr lated to those of thee k , g e
Indo-European g oups.” Ibid., 59 60r .
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cisco’s brother and self-proclaimed successor), Mendoza assembled 
an armada of six hundred men to remove the usurper. He named 
Urdaneta commander of the military expedition. However, just before 

fleet the fleet set sail, word arrived that Gonzalo had been defeated, and so 
the mission was aborted. 

onquest 
Spain’s preeminent missionary order in the mid-sixteenth century, as 
evidenced by the participation of its four friars in the Villalobos expe-
dition. Urdaneta obviously had much in common with them. 

1552 
professed religious vows and entered the Augustinian convent where 
Gerónimo de Sanesteban was the prior. Mairin Mitchell speculates 
that the decision awass lik lelyy influenced by a tight web of religious 
Basques prominent in Mexico City at the time, notably archbishop 
Juan de Zumárraga, chronicler Fray Gerónimo de Mendieta, and 
Diego de Olarte, a soldier under Cortés who became a missionary 
after tthehe cconquest of Mexico.5151 Significantly, the Augustinians were 

In 1552, Urdaneta efected a major change in his personal life. He 

and PPhilippines In 1558, Velasco King PPhilip urg-
ing that new westward sea voyages be undertaken from Nueva España. 

For twelve years after professing his religious vows, Urdaneta led 
the life of a cenobite. However, he had not completed his destiny as 
explorer . Mendoza’s successor , Vicer oy Luis de Velasco ,5252 interested 
in extending Spanish imperial sway, consulted Urdaneta regarding the 
Moluccas and hilippines. lasco wrote King hilip II 

first xpe-He further recommended that Urdaneta be designated the first expe-
dition’s guide because of his lengthy experience in the Moluccas, his 
navigational and cosmographic skills, and his knowledge of the native 
langua ges .53 53

On September 24, 1559, King Philip II, desirous of bringing the 
xpe-Philippines within Spain’s orbit, ordered Velasco to mount an expe-

dition. Given Urdaneta’s experience, the king requested his involve-
ment. In light of such ofcial pressure, the friar’s superior not only 

51. Ibid., 86. 
52. Like the surname Mendoza, Velasco has Basque (Arabese) etymological roots. 
53. Mitchell, Friar Andrés, 98. Furthermore, “Urdaneta’s aptitude for langua ges is mar ked 

throughout his career; not only did he master those commonly used in the Moluccas, but also 
those—and in a very short time—in some of the Philippine Islands, and later in life more 
than one of the Mexican languages. There is no doubt that his native Euskera equipped him 
to learn, more quickly than non-Basque speakers, languages totally unrelated to those of the 
Indo-European groups.” Ibid., 59–60. 

https://languages.53


   

 

  

permission, he ordered Urdaneta to accede. So on Septembergave
24 1559 hatthe some eticent monk wrote the king accepting the, , w r
har e.c g

lasco asked Urdaneta to nominate the xpedition’s captainVe e
ener l. he friar’s hoice as llo Gipuzkoan, Migue López deg a T c w fe w l

Legazpi, man that lasco described to the king as Urdaneta’s a Ve re
ti and friend. Legazpi as not mariner ather or twenty-nineve w a . R , f
ears he had esided in Nue España, orking as leg scribe andy , r va w a al

holding posts suc as secretar of Mexico City’s unicipa council. h y m l
ofHe esus Jw member of lso a a of of

the riar of Saint ugustine, pr viding him with direct spirituaF y A o a l
elink to Urdaneta, as w ll.

Actua construction of the hic as under Urdaneta’sl w h w
supervision, lasted or ears In the friar wrote, af five y .
memoria to the king, kind of pr ess eport. In it, he xpressedl a ogr r e
his doubts bout tar eting the Philippines since, in his vie theya g , w,

er lar ly de oid of spices and er proba ly leg lly within thew e ge v w e b a
ortuguese sphere. ather he ur ed that Ne Guinea be the P R , g w

nation and that Spain esta lish her Asian base of operations there.b
According to Mitchell, “had Urdaneta’s advice that Ne Guinea bew
the objecti of the xpedition pr ailed, it is not improba le that theve e ev b
disco ery of ustr lia would ha e been a Spanish one.” 5v A a v

Urdaneta’s proposa as opposed the admir of the l w by al
uan lo de Carrión, eteran of the illalobos xpedition. He hadJ Pab a v V e

ugust of depicted it as barren in visited Ne Guinea, and in 1564w A , a
letter to the king He supported the monar h’s origina intent of mak-. c l
ing the Philippines the sole destination of the xpedition. her ase T e w
obvious malice or simple envy in pla , as w ll. Carrión states:y e

Ne ertheless Andrés de Urdaneta has said ly that he will notv Fray
sail with the if it goes her ha said. As the Captain-Gener l,w e I ve a
Migue López de Legazpi, is of his [Basque] nation and countr and isl y
his lose friend, his desir is to please the friar inc e ev . And as the
said Gener knows nothing of those egions or of matters of naviga-al r
tion, he goes by what the friar says in all things.

54. Ibid., 105
55. Ibid., 116
56. Quoted in ibid., 111 12

119119 AndrésAndrés ddee UrUrdaneta daneta

gave permission, he ordered Urdaneta to accede. So on September 
24, 1559, the somewhat reticent monk wrote the king accepting the 
charge. 

Velasco asked Urdaneta to nominate the expedition’s captain 
general. The friar’s choice was fellow Gipuzkoan, Miguel López de 

la-Legazpi, a man that Velasco described to the king as Urdaneta’s rela-
tive and friend. Legazpi was not a mariner. Rather, for twenty-nine 
years, he had resided in Nueva España, working as a legal scribe and 
holding posts such as secretary of Mexico City’s municipal council. 
He was of the onfrater ity he ame Jesus Confr nity of t Name of 
the Friary of Saint Augustine, providing him with a direct spiritual 

e

as also a member the C atern the N of 

link to Urdaneta, as w ll.5454 

fleet, Actual construction of the fleet, which was under Urdaneta’s 
supervision, lasted for five years. In 1561, the friar wrote a ong 1561 llong 
memorial to the king, a kind of progress report. In it, he expressed 
his doubts about targeting the Philippines, since, in his view, they 
were largely devoid of spices and were probably legally within the 

desti-Portuguese sphere. Rather, he urged that New Guinea be the desti-
nation and that Spain establish her Asian base of operations there. 
According to Mitchell, “had Urdaneta’s advice that New Guinea be 
the objective of the expedition prevailed, it is not improbable that the 
disco very of  Austr alia would ha ve been a Spanish one.”555 

fleet, Urdaneta’s proposal was opposed by the admiral of the fleet, 
Juan Pablo de Carrión, a veteran of the Villalobos expedition. He had 
visited Ne w Guinea, and in August of 1564, depicted it as barren in a 
letter to the king. He supported the monarch’s original intent of mak-
ing the Philippines the sole destination of the expedition. There was 
obvious malice or simple envy in play, as well. Carrión states: 

definiteNevertheless Fray Andrés de Urdaneta has said definitely that he will not 
fleet sail with the fleet if it goes where I have said. As the Captain-General, 

Miguel López de Legazpi, is of his [Basque] nation and country and is 
his close friend, his desire is to please the friar in evererything.ything And as the 
said General knows nothing of those regions or of matters of naviga-
tion, he goes by what the friar says in all things .5656 

54. Ibid., 105. 
55. Ibid., 116. 
56. Quoted in ibid., 111–12. 
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VVicer icerooyy VVeelasco lasco died died befbefor oree the the flfleet eet set set sail sail and and the the audiencia,audiencia, 
the the hig highh cour courtt of of justice justice in in MeMexico xico,, prpreparepared ed instructions instructions ororderingdering 
LegLegazpi azpi to to sail sail dirdirectly ectly to to the the Philippines Philippines ffolloollowing wing the the VVillaillaloboslobos 
rroute. oute. TThey hey wwer eree not not to to be be opened opened until until the the eexpedition xpedition wwas as at at sea,sea, 
ther thereebbyy pr preevventing enting UrUrdaneta daneta frfrom om defdefecting ecting.. He He had had been been namednamed bbyy 
his his ororder’s der’s superior superior as as prior prior of of the the contingcontingent ent of of six six AAugustinian ugustinian mis-mis-
sionaries sionaries,, vvastly astly empo empowwerered ed to to bring bring the the liglight ht of of Christianity Christianity to to “cer“cer--
tain tain islands islands that that lie lie betwbetween een the the Equator Equator and and the the ArArctic ctic and and AntarAntarcticctic 
polespoles,, aand nd bebello oww tthe he ttorrid orrid zzone one iitse tsel lff,,” ”5577 possibpossible le adadditiona ditionall eevidencevidence 
of of UrUrdaneta’s desirdaneta’s desire to find Te to find Terrerra a AAustr ustraalis lis..58 58

TThhe e eexxpedition pedition sset et ssail ail onon No Novveember mber 2020, , 15641564,,  frfrom om La La NaNavidad. vidad. 
TThe he flfleet’s eet’s ffour our vvesseessels ls carried carried aa tota totall of of 350350   men. men. AgAgain, ain, the the Basque Basque 
ethnic ethnic wweebb,, solidified solidified eevven en furfurther ther bbyy kinship kinship and and other other ties ties,, wwas as eevi-vi-
dent. dent. LegLegazpi’s azpi’s ggrrandson andson and and UrUrdaneta’s daneta’s nephe nepheww wwer eree aalong, long, and and ofof 
the the six six AAugustinians ugustinians,, PPedr edroo de de Gamboa, Gamboa, MarMartín tín de de RRada, ada, and and AndrésAndrés 
de Aguirrde Aguirre we werere Ure Urdaneta’s f daneta’s feellollow Basquesw Basques.. 

On On the the ffourourth th dadayy,, Leg Lega azpi zpi o opened pened his his instructioninstructions s.. UrUrdaneta daneta andand 
the the other other AAugustinians ugustinians wwer eree ccha haggrined rined bbyy the the nenews ws that that they they wwer eree des-des-

57.57. Ibid.,Ibid., 110110–1111. 
58. 58. It It is is wwororth th considering considering an an eextensi xtensivvee quote quote frfrom om UrUrdaneta’s daneta’s MemoriaMemoriall ,, since since it it under under--

scorscores es his his eexplorxplorator atoryy prpredilection, edilection, his his bebelief lief that that aa souther southernn continent continent migmight ht indeed indeed eexist,xist, 
and and his his nanavigvigationa ationall acumen: acumen: “If “If wwee cannot cannot lea leavvee Ne Neww Spain Spain befbefor oree No Novvember ember 1010thth wwee shouldshould 
commence commence the the vvooyyaaggee betwbetween een that that date date and and JJananuar uaryy 2020th,th, oror aa ffeeww dadays ys later later,, sailing sailing southsouth--
wwest, est, mamaking king ffor or Ne Neww Guinea, Guinea, until until wwee rreac eachh Latitude Latitude 2525°°  oror 3030°°  SS,, unless unless wwee should should disco discovver er
the the coast coast befbefor oree that. that. If If that that coast coast of of Ne Neww Guinea Guinea contincontinues ues dodown wn to to the the AntarAntarctic ctic PPole ole oror 
totowwar ardd the the StrStrait ait of of Ma Maggeellan, llan, as as is is hoped hoped to to be be the the case, case, wwee should should fifind nd it it befbefor oree wwee rreac eachh 3030°,°, 
eevven en thoug thoughh it it does does not not bear bear east east aa quarquarter ter south-east south-east as as does does the the par partt disco discovverered, ed, bbut ut ma mayy turturnn 
frfrom om ther theree to to the the south-east. south-east. In In my my opinion, opinion, in in the the ne neww ccharharts ts wwhic hichh ha havvee come come to to Ne Neww SpainSpain 
that that coast coast is is dr draawn wn mor moree than than aa hundrhundred ed lealeagues gues longlonger er than than actua actuall disco discovver eryy shoshows ws it it to to be.be. 
But But tataking king aallll this this into into considerconsideration, ation, if if it it runs runs in in aa dirdirection ection south-east south-east frfrom om the the farfarthest thest cacapepe 
ffound ound to to the the east, east, wwee should should meet meet it it befbefor oree rreaceaching hing 3030°. °. If If,, ho howweevver er,, wwee sailsail to to 3030° ° and and do do notnot 
fifind nd the the coast coast of of Ne Neww Guinea Guinea wwee should should nanavigvigate ate frfrom om this this point point to to 3030° ° dirdirectlyectly ww est est ff or or aa dis-dis-
tance tance of of tw twoo hundrhundred ed lealeagues gues,, gi givven en fair fair wweather eather.. TThen hen wwee should should set set our our course course wwest, est, nornorthth--
wwest, est, and and wwest, est, to to fa fallll in in with with the the last last cacape pe that that has has been been disco discovverered, ed, and and wwhic hichh is is shoshown wn inin 5°° 
SS in in the the account account and and the the ma mapp wwhic hichh II ha havvee of of that that coast. coast. TThe he par partt of of the the coast coast of of Ne Neww GuineaGuinea 
wwhic hichh wwee strikstrike, e, the the time time at at wwhic hichh wwee do do so so,, and and the the winds winds wwhic hichh then then pr preevvail, ail, will will deterdeterminemine 
ho howw wwee sail sail aalong long that that coast, coast, mamaking king wwhat hat disco discovveries eries wwee ma mayy,, bearing bearing in in mind mind that that wwee mmustust 
rreac eachh the the Philippines Philippines at at the the latest latest bbyy the the beginning beginning of of No Novvember ember 15621562. . If If wwee lea leavvee AcaAcapulcopulco 
onon JJananuar uaryy 2020th th at at the the latest, latest, or or earearlier lier as as rrecommended, ecommended, with with frfresh esh winds winds in in our our fa favvourour,, wwee 
should should crcross oss the the Line Line in in aa ffeeww dadays ys,, and and this this wwee should should aim aim at, at, so so as as to to aavvoid oid crcrossing ossing at at thethe 
time time of of the the EquinoEquinox, x, the the season season wwhen hen cacalms lms ggener eneraally lly occur occur bebelo loww the the Line. Line. ContinContinuing uing in in thethe 
Latitude Latitude South South at at the the time time just just mentioned, mentioned, this this wwould ould gi givvee us us ample ample time time to to eexplor xploree the the coastcoast 
of of NeNew Guinea and other islands if w Guinea and other islands if sucsuch eh exist therxist there.” Quoted in ibid., e.” Quoted in ibid., 108108– 9. 
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tined or the Philippines; ho er their of obedience triumphed f wev , vow
Onv l Fe y , , e r13 1565 the xpedition eached Samar o

in the Philippines hereupon Legazpi laimed the ar hipelago in the, w c c
king’s name. Urdaneta entually advised Legazpi to esta lish perev b a -
manent settlement on Ce u, the initia outpost of Spanish hegemonyb l
in the islands and one that ould endur or mor than thr andw e f e ee a
half centuries.

om the outset, Urdaneta and Legazpi set moderate tone there,Fr a
usually efusing to esor to particularly puniti etaliation henr r t ve r w
spurned or e en attac ed. Mitchell notesv k ,

Muc has been written bout the cruelty of the conquistadores and ifh a ,
the leyenda neg is particularly true in the Ne orld it is not so ofra w W
the Philippines her Legazpi and the friars maintained an emplar, w e ex y
standar of conduct to ards the nati es and dealt se er ly with thosed w v , v e
Spanish soldiers hose pacity brought discredit at times to the new ra w
colonia enture. In the histor of colonization that of the Philippinesl v y
is almost unique, in that it in olved no sla er .v v y

ey if not the prime har to Legazpi as disco er of theA k , c ge w v y
lusi easterly etur oute from the Philippines to Nue España.e ve r n r va

Gi en the ortuguese monopoly er the estwar sea lane betweenv P ov w d
Asia and Europe, without the capacity to complete the ound-tripr
between Asia and Spain’s Ne orld colonies it as simply impos-w W , w
sible to esta lish trade with the Philippines let lone settled Spanishb , a a
colonial presence there, without violating the T eaty of Zar goza.r a

e e

59.59. Ibid.,Ibid., 124124. 
60.60. Ibid.,Ibid., 140140. 
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o er ppersona ir . bruar 13 1565 the xpedition eached Samar 
in the Philippines, whereupon Legazpi claimed the archipelago in the 
king’s name. Urdaneta eventually advised Legazpi to establish a per-
manent settlement on Cebu, the initial outpost of Spanish hegemony 
in the islands and one that would endure for more than three and a 
half centuries. 

tined for the Philippines; however, their vow of obedience triumphed 
ver ersonal iree. On February , , e r 

From the outset, Urdaneta and Legazpi set a moderate tone there, 
usually refusing to resort to particularly punitive retaliation when 
spurned or even attacked. Mitchell notes, 

Much has been written about the cruelty of the conquistadores, and if 
the leyenda negra is particularly true in the New World it is not so of 
the Philippines, where Legazpi and the friars maintained an exemplary 
standard of conduct towards the natives, and dealt severely with those 
Spanish soldiers whose rapacity brought discredit at times to the new 
colonial venture. In the history of colonization that of the Philippines 
is almost unique, in that it involved no slavery.5959 

A key, if not the prime charge to Legazpi was discovery of the 
elusive easterly return route from the Philippines to Nueva España. 
Given the Portuguese monopoly over the westward sea lane between 
Asia and Europe, without the capacity to complete the round-trip 
between Asia and Spain’s New World colonies, it was simply impos-
sible to establish trade with the Philippines, let alone a settled Spanish 
colonial presence there, without violating the Treaty of Zaragoza. 

Urdaneta’s pr vious xperience in the Moluccas had sensitized Urdaneta’s previous experience in the Moluccas had sensitized 
hhim im tto o tthe he sseasonaeasona ll sshift hift iin n tthe he rregionegion’s ’s prpr eevvailing ailing windswinds . . FurFurtherthermormore, e,
hhis is rreellationship ationship wwith ith GGereróónimo nimo dde e SSanesteanestebban an iin n MMeexxico ico CCity ity ddoubtoubt--
lless ess ggaavvee UUrrddaneta aneta ddetailed etailed kknono wwlledgedg ee oof f tthe he VViillallallobos obos eexxpeditionpedition’’s s
ttww oo ffailed ailed aattempts ttempts tto o rreeturtur nn tto o NNueue vvaa EEspaña spaña ffrroom m tthe he MMoluccas oluccas 
vvia ia aa ssoutherouther nn rrooute.ute. 6600  OOnn  JJuunnee 11,, 11565565 , , UUrrddaneta aneta lleft eft tthe he PPhiliphilip--
ppines ines iin n tthe he SSan an PPeedrdr oo ,, wwhhicichh wwaass uunder nder t the he ccommand ommand oof f LLegegaazpi’s zpi’s 
yyoo uunngg ((ssiixxtteeeenn--yyeeaarr--oolldd)) ggrraannddssoonn,, FFee lliippee ddee SSaallcceeddoo.. IItt sseeeemmss lliikkeellyy 
tthat hat UUrrddaneta aneta wwaas s tthe he aactuactua ll ccommanderommander .. OOther ther BBasques asques oon n tthe he vveess --
ssee ll iincnclluded uded FFrriar iar AAndrés ndrés dde e AAguirrguirree; ; tthe he bboatsoats wwaain, in, FFrraancisco ncisco dde e 
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a
About one-third of the crew were

.
According to Mitchell,

Urdaneta, starting early in une, just befor the strong north-eastby J e
winds commenced, and hen he had behind him the south-west mon-w
soon lowing to the est to carr him, at that season, up to the latitudeb w y
of the Ladrones sho ed better sense of timing than did his predeces-w a
sors and leaving hen he did he minimized the risk of meeting withby w
typhoons hic originate as rule east or south-east of the , w h a
pines that is in the seas near the Moluccas egion known to, , , a r we l
Urdaneta.

pic ed up the kn , PSan o
ev . 26 the,

eached the American mainland in the vicinity of California’s Caper
miles aMendocino after having sailed 11,

longest continuous oceanic to that date in the of Europeanvoyage age
xploration. Despite Urdaneta’s car in pr visioning the esse ll,e e o v l we

the length of the crossing meant that most of the cr as scor uticew w b .
Ne ertheless the riddle as solved, and the oute of the Manila v , w r ga
leon was now esta lished.b

Among the anks of the intrepid sixteenth-centur xplorers r y e
of lP ar contraters ther tw c w e e o ov
Alonso de Ar llano of Na arrese descent, and the Gipuzkoan edr e , v P o
de Unamuno Ar llano’s fame egards his captaining of the San Lucas ,. e r

esse in the López de Legazpi xpedition that as separated froma v l e w
the est after ut tw days at sea. Most historians belie that Are-r b o ve
llano and his mate conspired to eac the Philippines and thenr h
etur to Nue España befor the main ther laiming ther n va e eby c

honors and spoils of In fact, the San Lucas did eacr hv .
Mindanao head of its admir l, oided linking up with the other a a av v

on 1565 orsels w , A 2, , fin

61. Amancio Landín Carrasco and Luis Sánchez Masiá, “Urdaneta la vuelta de poniente,”y
in Descubrimientos, Landín Carrasco et. al., 496.

62. Garikano lifornia oa 25, Ka k k,
63. Mitchell, riar Andrés 134F ,
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Astigarribia; the ship’s mate, Martín de Ibarr (all Bizkaians); and Astigarribia; the ship’s mate, Martín de Ibarra (all Bizkaians); and 
the scribe, Asensio de Aguirre.61 the scribe, Asensio de Aguirre.61  About one-third of  the crew were 
Gipuzkoans.Gipuzkoans 6262 

According to Mitchell, 

Urdaneta, by starting early in June, just before the strong north-east 
winds commenced, and when he had behind him the south-west mon-
soon blowing to the west to carry him, at that season, up to the latitude 
of the Ladrones showed a better sense of timing than did his predeces-
sors and by leaving when he did he minimized the risk of meeting with 

Philip-typhoons, which originate as a rule east or south-east of the Philip-
l pines, that is, in the seas near the Moluccas, a region well known to 

Urdaneta.6363 

mer months’ ailing nor heasterl lies On September 26, the ship 
reached the American mainland in the vicinity of California’s Cape 

160 miles without a llandfa l—the Mendocino after having sailed 11,160 without andfalll—the 
longest continuous oceanic voyage to that date in the age of European 
exploration. Despite Urdaneta’s care in provisioning the vessel well, 
the length of the crossing meant that most of the crew was scorbutic. 
Nevertheless, the riddle was solved, and the route of the Manila g l-al-
leon was now established. 

Once iin the norther llatitudes the San redro sum-
mer months’ r prp evailing norttheaster ies. On September ship 

Once n the norther n atitudes, the eP d picked up the sum-

acific waters there are two controversi Basque commanders— 
Alonso de Arellano, of Navarrese descent, and the Gipuzkoan Pedro 
de Unamuno . Ar ellano’s fame regards his captaining of the San Lucas, 
a vessel in the López de Legazpi expedition that was separated from 
the rest after but two days at sea. Most historians believe that Are-

Among the ranks of the intrepid sixteenth-century explorers 
of Pacifi aersial Basque commanders— 

first llano and his first mate conspired to reach the Philippines and then 

any disco ries. 
fleet, return to Nueva España before the main fleet, thereby claiming the 

honors and spoils of any discoveeries In fact, the San Lucas did reach 

and t departed hile in tthe P Philippines then d pril 2 
es-Mindanao ahead of its admiral, avoided linking up with the other ves-

sels while he hilippines, and hen eparted on April 22, 1565, for 

61. Amancio Landín Carrasco and Luis Sánchez Masiá, “Urdaneta y la vuelta de poniente,” 
in Descubrimientos, Landín Carrasco et. al., 2:496. 

62. Garikano, Kalifornia koa k, 25. 
63. Mitchell, Friar Andrés, 134. 
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Nue Nuevvaa España, España, arriarriving ving ther theree on on AAugust ugust 99  afterafter ffoollollowwing ing the the nornorthth--
ererly rly route espoused boute espoused by y UrUrdaneta.daneta.664 4 

Ar Areellano llano then then made made his his wwaayy to to the the Spanish Spanish cour courtt to to cclaim laim his his prize.prize. 
He He wwas as still still ther theree wwhen hen UrUrdaneta daneta arri arrivved ed on on the the scene scene and and immedi-immedi-
ateately ly denounced denounced the the deserdeserterter.. TThhe e cacapptain tain ofof t the he San San Lucas Lucas wwas as sum-sum-
marily marily detained detained and and rremanded emanded to to Nue Nuevvaa España. España. TTherhere, e, he he wwas as triedtried 
bby Miguey Miguel López de Legl López de Legazpi himseazpi himself lf and imprisoned.and imprisoned.665 5

WWhile hile Ar Areellano llano wwould ould contincontinue ue to to be be rregegararded ded ffor or the the rremainderemainder 
of of his his lif lifee as as an an imporimportunate tunate opporopportunist tunist and and socia sociall outcast outcast in in Span-Span-
ish ish colonia coloniall society society,, his his monmonumenta umentall acachie hievvement ement rremains emains.. TToo tr traavverseerse 
the the PPacifi acific in both dirc in both dir ections in suc ections in such a h a smasma ll ll crcr aft, de aft, devvoid of oid of any sup-any sup-
por portt frfrom om the the lar largger er flfleet, eet, wwas as virvirtuatually lly unthinka unthinkabble. le. Along Along thethe wwaayy,, 
he he made made se sevver eraall ne neww disco discovveries eries that that fifilled lled in in critica criticall parparts ts of of the the mamapp 
of of CentrCentr aal Pl Pacific gacific geo eoggrraaph phyy.. 6666 

Althoug Althoughh Ar Areellano llano and and UrUrdaneta daneta had had demonstrdemonstrated ated the the ffeasibilityeasibility 
of of crcrossing ossing the the PPacifi acific c frfrom om wwest est to to east east via via aa nornorther thernn rroute, oute, the the jourjour--
ney ney rremained emained risk riskyy and and eextrxtremeemely ly ararduous duous.. ClearClearly ly,, it it wwould ould be be less less 
so so if if ther theree wwas as the the possibility possibility of of pr proovisioning visioning aa vvesse essell aalong long the the wwaayy .. 
FFrrom om the the outset, outset, then, then, the the vicer vicerooys ys of of NueNuevvaa España España had had an an intrinsicintrinsic 
interinterest est in in eexplorxploration ation of of both both the the PPacifi acific c nornorth th of of the the Marianas Marianas andand 
the the coast coast of of Alta Alta CaCalifliforornia—the nia—the lik likeely ly fifirst rst continenta continentall landfalandfallll ofof aa 
ship coming frship coming from the Orient.om the Orient. 

TThis his aaggenda enda wwas as infinforormed med bbyy the the observobservations ations of of FFrraayy Andrés Andrés 
dede AguirrAguirre e. . InIn 15841584,,  bac backk inin the the P Philippineshilippines,, hehe wrwroteote aa letter letter to to the the 
ar arcchbishop hbishop of of MeMexico xico City City,, wwho ho wwas as aalso lso serving serving as as vicer vicerooyy of of NueNuevvaa 
España, España, in in wwhic hichh he he described described the the visit visit that that he he and and UrUrdaneta daneta mademade 
to to King King Philip Philip IIII in in Spain Spain shorshortly tly after after their their epocepocha hall PPacifiacific c crcrossingossing.. 
UrUrdaneta daneta told told the the monar monarcchh on on that that occasion occasion aabout bout his his con convversationersation 
with with aa PPorortuguese tuguese ship’s ship’s cacaptain ptain wwho ho cclaimed laimed to to ha havvee been been bblolownwn ooff  
course course bbyy aa se sevver eree stor stormm in in nornorther thernn cclimes limes wwhile hile on on aa jourjourney ney frfromom 
MaMalacca lacca to to JJaapan. pan. On On the the ninth ninth da dayy,, he he came came upon upon tw twoo islands islands thatthat 

64. 64. UrUrdanetadaneta rremained emained the the lik likeely ly soursource ce of of suc suchh kno knowwledgledge, e, since, since, at at VVicer icerooyy VVeelasco’s lasco’s
bebehest, hest, he he had had adaddrdressed essed the the eexpeditionxpedition’s ’s ooffcers cers in in this this rregegar ardd wwhile hile the the prprepareparations ations wwereree 
stillstill underwunderwaayy inin NueNuevvaa España.España. LandínLandín CarrCarrascoasco andand SáncSánchezhez Masiá,Masiá, “Ur“Urdaneta,”daneta,” 2:491491– 9292.  

65. 65. Amancio Amancio Landín Landín CarrCarrasco asco and and Luis Luis SáncSánchez hez Masiá, Masiá, “El “El viaje viaje RRedondo edondo de de Alonso Alonso dede 
Ar Areellanollano,” in ,” in DescubrimientosDescubrimientos, Landín Carr, Landín Carrasco et. aasco et. al., l., 2:473473.  

66.66. Ibid.,Ibid., 2:491491. 
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he called the Isles of the Armenian, after mer hant tr ling boara c ave a d
the ship He named one island Rica de Or (Ric in Gold) and the. o h
other Rica de Plata (Ric in Silver) since the inhabitants—who erh w e

hite, dressed in silk and cotton lothing, and speaking lan-w well c a
gua that as neither Chinese nor panese—wer in possession ofge w Ja e

lar quantity of the precious metals Aguirr as gue bouta ge . Fray e w va a
their location, ut placed them to the east of pan at the latitude ofb Ja

and 40 deg ees north. between r
About this same time, in December 1584 ancisco Gali, captain , Fr

r tJ , ofof the lleon ga r a
visited the Isles of the Armenian and med the miner ealthal w
of their inhabitants he ne vicer ordered him to etur to the. T w oy r n
Philippines to prepar an xpedition to xplor the North ase e e e P
far as the Straits of Anián (the present-da Bering Straits), mappingy
the arious islands long the as as suita le possible ports inv a way, well b
Alta California. Mean hile, the ar hbishop of Mexico City wrote thew c
king ur xpedition be launched to contact the Isles of the
Armenian, because they might serv as an idea place to esupply e l r v
sels on the Manila run. After his east-to-west crossing, Gali’sP
tw essels er deemed to be or the hallenge, and hile in theo v w e f c w
Philippines aiting construction in Nue España of eplacementsaw va r ,
Gali died suddenly in January .

Little is known bout Gali’s successor—the Basque edr dea P o
Unamuno He ma ha been Gali’s pilot during his last across. y ve voyage
the In any ent, Unamuno departed Manila with tw essels P . ev o v

the in e eof 1586 Ostensibly he had set out to . ,
North acific, ut turned up in Macao instead. He and his men erP b , w e
detained the militar go ernor suspected of seeking to tradeby y v , f

lua le Orienta goods in lear violation of the Spanish King Philip’sva b l c
assurance to the ortuguese (and then he as king of ortug l, asP by w P a

ll) that they ould continue to enjo monopoly on commerce inwe w y a
their colonia ports Unamuno as tried, ut acquitted and leasedl . w b re
after laiming to ha sought efug in Macao after being lownc ve r e b of
course. Ne ertheless the militar go ernor had complaint withv , y v a
the Spanish go ernor in the Philippines and befor Unamuno couldv , e

67. ernando Guillén Salvetti and Amancio Landín Carrasco “Miscelánea,” in Descubri-F ,
mientos, Landín Carrasco et. al., 864 68.
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he called the Isles of the Armenian, after a merchant traveling aboard 
the ship. He named one island Rica de Oro (Rich in Gold) and the 
other Rica de Plata (Rich in Silver) since the inhabitants—who were 
white, well dressed in silk and cotton clothing, and speaking a lan-
guage that was neither Chinese nor Japanese—were in possession of 
a large quantity of the precious metals. Fray Aguirre was vague about 
their location, but placed them to the east of Japan at the latitude of 
between 3355 and 40 deg rees north. 

e eac pulco w epor of having of the galleon San uan r ed AAca with a 
About this same time, in December 1584, Francisco Gali, captain 

San Juan , achhed capulco ith report having 
confi r visited the Isles of the Armenian and confirmed the mineral wealth 

of their inhabitants. The new viceroy ordered him to return to the 
acifi c Philippines to prepare an expedition to explore the North Pacific as 

far as the Straits of Anián (the present-day Bering Straits), mapping 
the various islands along the way, as well as suitable possible ports in 
Alta California. Meanwhile, the archbishop of Mexico City wrote the 

ging that an eking urging that an expedition be launched to contact the Isles of the 
es-Armenian, because they might serve as an ideal place to resupply ves-

acifi c sels on the Manila run. After his east-to-west Pacific crossing, Gali’s 
unfi ttwo vessels were deemed to be unfit for the challenge, and while in the 

Philippines awaiting construction in Nueva España of replacements, 
Gali died suddenly in January 15861586.6767 

Little is known about Gali’s successor—the Basque Pedro de 
Unamuno. He may have been Gali’s pilot during his last voyage across 

acifi cthe Pacific. In any event, Unamuno departed Manila with two vessels 
in the the latter latter hal explore the ha f lf of 1586. Ostensibly, he had set out to xplor 
North Pacific, but turned up in Macao, instead. He and his men were 
detained by the military governor, suspected of seeking to trade for or 
valuable Oriental goods in clear violation of the Spanish King Philip’s 
assurance to the Portuguese (and by then he was king of Portugal, as 
well) that they would continue to enjoy a monopoly on commerce in 
their colonial ports. Unamuno was tried, but acquitted and released 
after claiming to have sought refuge in Macao after being blown of 

filed course. Nevertheless, the military governor had filed a complaint with 
the Spanish governor in the Philippines, and before Unamuno could 

67. Fernando Guillén Salvetti and Amancio Landín Carrasco, “Miscelánea,” in Descubri-
mientos, Landín Carrasco et. al., 3:864–68. 



  

eclaim his essels Manila cials arri ed in Macao to escor themr v , of v t
tobac to that city k Unamuno. e w r

pany them. Instead, he pur hased sma frigate in Macao and set sailc a ll
to carr out the vicer of Nue España’s mandate to xplor they oy va e e
North P . His contingent included se er l Basques, most nota lyv a b

anciscan friar Martín Ignacio de Lo ola, nephe of the Gipuz-a Fr , y w
k .

Unamuno concentrated upon sear or the Isles of thea ch f
Armenian. Despite consider le thoroughness he as unsuccessfulab , w
and concluded (rightly as it turned out) that the fa led islands er, b w e
an illusion. Unamuno then tried to xplor farther north, eaching thee e r
latitude of 39 deg ees befor turning bac due to the cold and ad erser e k v
seas He failed to single spec of land. Finally he sailed on to. a k ,
Alta California, lik ly landing . He claimed it in thee first at Morro Bay
name of King Philip and then proceeded to ma the area, ther prp eby
viding the authorities in Mexico City with their most compr hensie ve
description of Alta California to date.

68. Ibid., 868 71
69. Ibid., 873
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. Unamuno expected he the worst orst and refused ccom-
pany them. Instead, he purchased a small frigate in Macao and set sail 
to carry out the viceroy of Nueva España’s mandate to explore the 

reclaim his vessels, Manila ofcials arrived in Macao to escort them 
back to that city xpected t and efused to a accom-

acifi cNorth Pacific. His contingent included several Basques, most notably 
a Franciscan friar, Martín Ignacio de Loyola, nephew of the Gipuz-

oan Saint Ignatius koan Saint Ignatius.68 68

first Unamuno first concentrated upon a search for the Isles of the 
Armenian. Despite considerable thoroughness, he was unsuccessful 
and concluded (rightly, as it turned out) that the fabled islands were 
an illusion. Unamuno then tried to explore farther north, reaching the 
latitude of 39 degrees before turning back due to the cold and adverse 

find seas. He failed to find a single speck of land. Finally, he sailed on to 
Alta California, likely landing first at Morro Bay . He claimed it in the 
name of King Philip and then proceeded to map the area, thereby o-pro-
viding the authorities in Mexico City with their most comprehensive 
description of Alta California to date.6969 

68. Ibid., 3:868–71. 
69. Ibid., 3:873. 
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TThe he Spanish Spanish eexplorxplorations ations in in the the PPacifi acific c Ocean Ocean that that wwee ha havvee considerconsidereded 
to to this this point point wwer eree inspirinspired ed bbyy the the sear searcchh ffor or aa wwesteresterly ly sea sea rroute oute fforor 
trtrade ade with with the the Orient, Orient, parparticularticularly ly in in spices spices.. TThe he quest quest ffor or prpreciousecious 
metametals ls wwas as concentrconcentrated ated upon upon the the Ne Neww WWororld. ld. EvEven en therthere, e, it it wwasas 
infinforormed med lar larggeely ly bbyy the the prpremise emise that that if if ther theree wwer eree gold, gold, silvsilver er,, and and prpre-e-
cious cious stones stones to to be be had had in in aa parparticular ticular ararea, ea, its its indigindigenous enous populationpopulation 
wwas as aalrlready eady eng engaagged ed in in mining mining and and utilizing utilizing them. them. It It wwas as not not until until thethe 
eigeighteenth hteenth centur centuryy that that SpaniarSpaniards ds begbegan an to to prprospect ospect systematicasystematicallylly 
ffor or undisco undiscovverered ed deposits deposits,, and and eevven en then, then, the the sear searcchh wwas as une unevven. en. FForor 
eexample, xample, despite despite their their prpresence esence in in Alta Alta CaCalifliforornia nia thrthrougoughout hout the the fifirstrst 
hahalf lf of of the the nineteenth nineteenth centur centuryy,, the the SpaniarSpaniards ds oovvererlooklooked ed the the aabbundantundant 
and and quite quite accessibaccessible le placer placer gold gold on on the the wwester esternn slopes slopes of of the the SierrSierraa 
Ne Nevvada ada rrang angee that that wwould ould later later dri drivvee wwhat hat came came to to be be knoknown wn as as the the 
CaCalifliforornia nia Gold Gold RR ush. ush.11 TThhe e prpr e ecious cious m metaetalls’ s’ trtraail il wwaas s eevven en cooler cooler in in 
PPacifi acific c wwaters aters.. Indeed, Indeed, as as aa par partt of of SpainSpain’s ’s Manila Manila trtrade, ade, beginning beginning inin 
thethe late late s sixteenth-centur ixteenth-centuryy,, AsiaAsia wwould ould emer emerggee asas aa major major consumer consumer 
of of Ne Neww WWororld ld silvsilver er prproduction, oduction, rrather ather than than as as aa supplier supplier of of prpreciousecious 
metametalsls.. 

Ne Nevvererthetheless less,, the the last last significant significant par parooxysm xysm of of Spanish Spanish eexplorxplorationation 
of of the the South South PPacifi acific c wwas as inspirinspired ed bbyy the the sear searcchh ffor or miner mineraall wweaealth—lth— 
in in the the guise guise of of King King SolomonSolomon’s ’s lost lost mines mines in in the the mysterious mysterious land land ofof 
Ophir Ophir.. TThe he sear searcchh ffor or them them had had fir fired ed the the imaimaginations ginations of of the the earearliestliest 
Iberian Iberian eexplorxplorers ers.. TThe he PPorortuguese tuguese bebelie lievved ed them them to to be be in in East East Africa,Africa, 
wwhile hile Ma Maggeellan llan placed placed them them in in the the Lequeos Lequeos and and ColumbColumbus us in in Hispan-Hispan-
iola.iola. OO.. H.H. K.K. Spate,Spate, (citing(citing JJac ackk Hinton)Hinton) notesnotes thatthat “as“as ggeoeoggrraaphicaphicall 
kno knowwledg ledgee eextended xtended eastweastwarards ds and and wwestwestwarards ds without without Ophir Ophir beingbeing 

1. Maurice Holmes Sea to the Californias 1519 1668 (Glendale:om New Spain G. , Fr by
Arthur H. Clark, 1963), 216
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1. Maurice G. Holmes, From New Spain by Sea to the Californias 1519 –1668 (Glendale: 
Arthur H. Clark, 1963), 216. 
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ecognized, its supposed position mo ed with that kno ledge,r v w alwa
little head of the latest disco er .” tar eted attempt to disco er A g va a v y 2

Ophir some her in the South informed thr linkedw e P ee voyag
er the last thir of the sixteenth centur and the decade of theov d y

se enteenth: the xpeditions of Álvar de Mendaña 1569), of –v e o (
Mendaña and edr 1596), and of Quirós–P o F (ernández de Quirós 
and Luis áez de orres 1606),– w hV T (
most emarka le in the hole histor of maritime disco er lik inr b w y v y, a e
their eo phica esults (long misunderstood as these ere) and asg gra l r w

stor of hig ideals bitter disillusions and su erings baseness anda y h , f ,
andeur.”gr 3

his sear or ealth, hether imagined or eal, esulted inT ch f w w r r
orts at colonization, themselves amalgams of baseness and ef gr

deur combining visions of riches and po er beyond the dreams of, w
those ho er content to emain in the Old orld with pious ortsw w e r W ef
to bring true ligion to the inhabitants of the ne one. And becausere w
the monar hs and subjects of the Hispanic nations er not lonec w e a
in harboring suc visions the Spanish and ortuguese soon oundh , P f
it necessar to esta lish outposts to defend their laimed hegemonyy b c

er their ne disco eries and to serv as bases or further xplora-ov w v e f e
tions As carried out in xpeditions led Álvar de Mendaña and the. e by o
Basque soldier of ortune Sebastián de izcaíno these orts broughtf V , ef
their wn bitter disillusions and su erings as Old orld colonistso f W
frequently encountered both un lcoming environments and we
tile inhabitants unwilling to cede their wn orld to the laims ofo w c
another.

Mendaña—and Sarmiento
he stor of the South xpeditions in sear of ealth beginsT y P e ch w

with the xtraordinar of edr Sarmiento de Gamboa, sone y e P o
of Galician father and Basque mother His early ears ar lar lya . y e ge
undocumented, lthoug it is known that he arri ed in Lima aftera h v a
sojour inn . By 1565 Sarmiento had fallen afoul of the Inqui-,

necromanceru, f veP c g y He toas edsition in . w

2. 2. OO.. H. H. K. K. Spate, Spate, TThe he Spanish Spanish La Lakkee .. (Canberr(Canberra: a: AAustr ustraalian lian NationaNationall Uni Univversity ersity PrPress ess,, 
19791979), ), 121121. 

3.3. Ibid.Ibid. 
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recognized, its supposed position moved with that knowledge, alw yayss 
a little ahead of the latest disco ver y.” 2 A targeted attempt to discover 

acifi c Ophir somewhere in the South Pacific informed three linked voyagees s 

1567 
first over the last third of the sixteenth century and the first decade of the 

seventeenth: the expeditions of Álvaro de Mendaña (1567–1569), of 
ernández de Quirós 1595 

and Luis Váez de Torres (1605–1606), which Spate labe s among he 
Mendaña and Pedro F (1595–1596), and of Quirós 

1605 ls “ 
most remarkable in the whole history of maritime discovery, alike in 
their geographical results (long misunderstood as these were) and as 
a story of high ideals, bitter disillusions and suferings, baseness and 
grandeur.”3 

hic Spate label “among tthe 

This search for wealth, whether imagined or real, resulted in 
an-eforts at colonization, themselves amalgams of baseness and gran-

deur, combining visions of riches and power beyond the dreams of 
those who were content to remain in the Old World with pious eforts 
to bring true religion to the inhabitants of the new one. And because 
the monarchs and subjects of the Hispanic nations were not alone 
in harboring such visions, the Spanish and Portuguese soon found 
it necessary to establish outposts to defend their claimed hegemony 
over their new discoveries and to serve as bases for further explora-
tions. As carried out in expeditions led by Álvaro de Mendaña and the 
Basque soldier of fortune Sebastián de Vizcaíno, these eforts brought 
their own bitter disillusions and suferings as Old World colonists 

hos-frequently encountered both unwelcoming environments and hos-
tile inhabitants unwilling to cede their own world to the claims of 
another. 

Mendaña—and Sarmiento 
acifi cThe story of the South Pacific expeditions in search of wealth begins 
figur with the extraordinary figure of Pedro Sarmiento de Gamboa, son 

of a Galician father and Basque mother. His early years are largely 
undocumented, although it is known that he arrived in Lima after a 
sojour n in Mexico. 
sition in har ed with . He was ound to ha had 

Mexico By 1565, Sarmiento had fallen afoul of the Inqui-
Peru, charg with necromancy found have had 



 

 

ve FF

made tw rings hic laimed supernorma properties heyo f w h c l . T
er embellished with Chaldean letters inscriptions names andw e , , ,

astronomica haracters and er to be used in rituals designed tol c w e
obtain or their bearers good ortune in life, lo e, and ar thef f v w . To
ar hbishop of Lima, it all smac ed of witchcraft.c k

Sarmiento put up spirited defense, ut the fact that he hada b
pr viously run afoul of the Inquisition in Mexico er an ill-advisede ov
practical e y he as ound, w fOn 8,
guilty and ordered to attend penitentia mass in order to ma a l ke
lic bjuration or his sins He as then to be banished from the Nea f . w w

orld. He as lso detained in monaster until suc time that hisW w a a y h
transfer to Spain could be arranged. Sarmiento declared his intention
to ppea the sentence to the pope. But at that point, Lope García dea l
Castr licentiate go ernor of eru, intervened. he banishment aso, v P T w

,.escinded, and Sarmiento as leased from custodyr w re v
with the Inquisition as an ad ersar his standing in both Mexico andv y,

eru seemed quite sha .P ky
By this time, his kno ledg of Inca legends had convinced Sarw e -

miento of the xistence of fa led lands both to the east of the Andes—e b
the lusi El Dorado—and across the to the est. Gi en hise ve P w v
di culties in Lima, he as not only inspired to xplor the unknown,f w e e

ut was positi ly moti ated to do sob ve v .4

Sarmiento’s persona predicament coincided with acti interestl ve
in eru egarding the possibility of disco ering the Isle of Solomon—P r v
the fa led location of King Solomon’s gold mines—some herb w e of

ther had en been an borti pri atethe , e ev a ve vof Chile. In
initiati and inv Go ernor García de Castr ppointed his, v o a
twenty-fi e-year-old inexperienced nephe Álvar de Mendaña, tov w, o
head an xpedition to sear or ric islands “between Ne Guineae ch f h w
and this coast.”5

Sarmiento not only joined the xpedition, ut in his hroniclee b c
of it, he laims to ha been its inspiration. hroug his pr viousc ve T h e
study of Inca legends he had learned of the mythica to the, l voyage

est of úpac upanqui and twenty thousand sailors that disco eredw T Y v

4. Stephen Clissold, Conquistador he Lif of Don edr de Sarmiento (London: Der: T e P o ek
erschoyle, 1954), 24V 2
5. Spate, he Spanish La 121T ke,
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made two rings oforr which hhee claimed supernormal properties. They 
were embellished with Chaldean letters, inscriptions, names, and 
astronomical characters and were to be used in rituals designed to 
obtain for their bearers good fortune in life, love, and war. To the 
archbishop of Lima, it all smacked of witchcraft. 

celyy hel case. On 8, 1565 jjok scar lped his c Ma 1565, he was found 

Sarmiento put up a spirited defense, but the fact that he had 
previously run afoul of the Inquisition in Mexico over an ill-advised 
practical oke scarcel he ped his ase. May 

pub-guilty and ordered to attend a penitential mass in order to make pub-
lic abjuration for his sins. He was then to be banished from the New 
World. He was also detained in a monastery until such time that his 
transfer to Spain could be arranged. Sarmiento declared his intention 
to appeal the sentence to the pope. But at that point, Lope García de 
Castro, licentiate governor of Peru, intervened. The banishment was 
rescinded, and Sarmiento was released from custody Nevertheless 
with the Inquisition as an adversary, his standing in both Mexico and 
Peru seemed quite shaky . 

. Ne ertheless, 

By this time, his knowledge of Inca legends had convinced Sar-
miento of the existence of fabled lands both to the east of the Andes— 

acifi c the elusive El Dorado—and across the Pacific to the west. Given his 
difculties in Lima, he was not only inspired to explore the unknown, 
but was positively motivated to do so.4 

coast of Chile. In 1565 
initiative, e, and in 1567

Sarmiento’s personal predicament coincided with active interest 
in Peru regarding the possibility of discovering the Isle of Solomon— 
the fabled location of King Solomon’s gold mines—somewhere of 
the coast 1565, there had even been an abortive private 

1567, Governor García de Castro appointed his 
twenty-five-year-old inexperienced nephew, Álvaro de Mendaña, to 
head an expedition to search for rich islands “between New Guinea 
and this coast.”5 

Sarmiento not only joined the expedition, but in his chronicle 
of it, he claims to have been its inspiration. Through his previous 
study of Inca legends, he had learned of the mythical voyage to the 
west of Túpac Yupanqui and twenty thousand sailors that discovered 

4. Stephen Clissold, Conquistador : The Lif e of Don Pedr o de Sarmiento (London: Derek 
Verschoyle, 1954), 222–24. 

5. Spate, The Spanish Lake, 121. 
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ric richh islands islands and and wwhence hence they they rretureturned ned with with sla slavves es,, gold, gold, and and silvsilverer.. 
SarSarmiento miento wwas as conconvinced vinced that that they they wwer eree the the outposts outposts of of aa souther southernn 
continent continent that that strstretcetched hed frfrom om Tierr Tierraa de dell Fuego Fuego to to within within 1515  deg degrrees ees 
of of the the equator equator,, beginning beginning aappr pprooximateximately ly six six hundrhundred ed lealeagues gues wwest est ofof 
PPeru. eru. He He cclaims laims that that he he wwas as initiainitially lly oofferered ed command command of of the the twtwo-o-
vveessess ell eexxpeditionpedition bbyy t thehe ggo ovveerrnnor or,, bbuut t rrefused efused wwhhen en hhe e wwas as denied denied 
full full authority authority oovver er its its eevver eryy aspect. aspect. Mendaña Mendaña wwas as then then aappointedppointed 
commander commander and and named named HerHernán nán GaGallego llego as as his his cchief hief pilot. pilot. SarSarmiento miento
aaggrr eed eed to to cacaptain ptain the the flaflagship gship Los Los RReyeyes es.. AccorAccordingding toto JJ.. CC.. BBeaea--
gglelehhole,ole, SarSarmiento’smiento’s “ca“capacitypacity wwaass ggrreat, eat, and and his his deeds deeds made made him him 
famous famous in in later later yyears; ears; bbut ut his his ccharharacter acter wwas as not not an an attrattracti activvee one. one. HeHe 
wwaass aa rreemorsemorselless ess enemenemy y,, cruecruell in in rreevveengng e,e, aa bad bad suborsubordinate dinate and and aa 
di diffcult cult commander commander,, and and he he brbrooded ooded furiously furiously oovver er the the eele levvation ation ofof 
Mendaña.”Mendaña.”66 

TThhe e ttension ension wwaas s eexacerxacerbated bated wwhhen en MMendaña endaña ffoollo llowwed ed GaGallego’s llego’s 
adadvice vice (r(rather ather than than SarSarmiento’s) miento’s) rregegararding ding the the rroute. oute. As As ffor or the the eexpe-xpe-
ditiondition’s ’s purpurpose, pose, the the ideaidealistic listic yyoung oung commander commander wwas as aalso lso ggener eneraallylly 
out out of of step step with with most most of of the the parparticipants ticipants.. Mendaña Mendaña had had ggrreater eater zeazeall 
ffor or the the colonization colonization and and eevvang angeelization lization of of pa paggan an lands lands than than ffor or thethe 
sear searcch fh for materiaor material wl weaealth.lth.77 

TThe he tw twoo ships ships wwer eree at at sea sea ffor or eigeighty hty dadays ys befbefor oree sigsighting hting landland 
with with aa coasta coastall rrang angee that that wwas as so so lofty lofty as as to to aappear ppear continentacontinental. l. AfterAfter 
initia initiall friendly friendly oovvererturtures es,, the the nati nativves es withdr withdreeww.. Mendaña Mendaña sent sent aa parpartyty 
ashorashore, e, under under SarSarmiento’s miento’s command, command, cchar hargged ed simply simply with with mamakingking 
contact. contact. SarSarmiento miento oovverstepped erstepped his his ororders ders,, kidnakidnapping pping the the cchief hief andand 
his his uncuncle le wwhile hile dispatcdispatching hing one one nati nativvee with with his his sswworord. d. TThis his wwasas bbuut t 
the the fifirst rst in in aa series series of of suc suchh misunderstandings misunderstandings.. As As aa consequence, consequence, thethe 
EurEuropeans opeans wwer eree unsuccessful unsuccessful in in esta estabblishing lishing wwororking king rreelations lations withwith 
the nati the nativves—let aes—let alone con lone convvererting them to Christianityting them to Christianity .. 

At At one one point, point, aa landing landing parparty ty successfully successfully scascaled led the the coastacoastall 
mountains mountains in in the the eexpectation xpectation of of sigsighting hting aa vvast ast continent, continent, bbut ut insteadinstead 
vverified erified that that they they wwer eree on on aa lar larggee island. island. TThey hey named named it it Santa Santa Ysa-Ysa-
bebel. l. Mendaña Mendaña ororderdered ed construction construction of of aa sma smallll brigbrigantine antine cacapa pabble le ofof 
eexxplorploration ation of of the the rreef-infeef-infested ested wwaters aters in in furfurther ther pursuit pursuit of of SarSarmienmien--

6.6. JJ.. CC.. BeaBeagglelehole, hole, TThe he ExplorExploration ation of of the the PPacifi acificc ((19341934;;  London: London: Adam Adam and and CharCharles les BlacBlack,k, 
19661966), ), 4242. 

7.7. Spate,Spate, TThe Spanish La he Spanish Lakkee,, 121121.  
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to’s continent. hey came upon another substantia island—Guadal-T l
canal—to hic Mendaña mo ed his lar er ships Its nati es pr edw h v g . v ov
to be e en more hostile than those of Santa Ysabel.v

Extremely shor of ood, once ain, Mendaña sent Sarmientot f ag
ashor to ma contacts hen he failed to do so he emptied vil-e ke . W , a
la of its stores and etreated with hosta es just in time to oidge r g av
attack. Soon thereafter, nine members of a landing party in search of

ater er slain, and Sarmiento became the ent of Spanish enge.w w e ag rev
Una le to eng the lusi nati es in open combat, he tor hed theirb age e ve v c
villa es hen possible peace mission of se er men in canoeg . W a v al a
pproached, er killed and their quartered bodies placed at thea all w e

scene of the watering party’s massacre.8

During stop at Malaita, the Spaniards mistook or gold the a f g
ter of iron pyrite in the stone of nati e’s ar lub After visitinga v w c .
se er mor islands despite nati hostility on the island that theyv al e , ve ,
named San Cristóba the xplorers er lly le to econditionl e w e ab r
and pr vision their shipso .

he xpedition had learly failed in its purpose of theT e c
souther continent, and Mendaña decided to hold ener meetingn a g al
to deliberate their next mo e. he friars and some cers wished tov T of
ma or Ne Guinea and Manila. Ho er some soldiers belie edke f w wev , v
that gold might et be disco ered and anted to continue xploringy v w e
the island hain. Sarmiento “who had no ear of ‘Indians’. asc f . . w

ener lly opposed to counsels of prudence.” Ne ertheless Mendañag a v ,
decided to attempt etur to South America sailing southeasta r n by
to ar the coast of Chile, still in sear of Sarmiento’s southerw d ch n
continent.9

As et, the impracticality (gi en the pr ailing winds) of est-y v ev a w
to-east souther crossing of the as imperfectly understood.n P w
After ks of futile sailing, Mendaña faced wing oppositionwee gro
among the cr By then, he as north of the equator and he orderedew. w ,
his tw ships to ma or California. hey er separated and theno ke f T w e

eted hurricane that nearly sank them both. It took mor thanbuf by a e
thr months to ma the ill-advised entually successful cre ke b ev
ing he tw essels er eunited and epaired in Colima. It. T o v w e r r w

8. Bea lehole, he Exploration 45 50g T ,
9. Ibid., 52
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to’s continent. They came upon another substantial island—Guadal-
canal—to which Mendaña moved his larger ships. Its natives proved 
to be even more hostile than those of Santa Ysabel. 

Extremely short of food, once again, Mendaña sent Sarmiento 
ashore to make contacts. When he failed to do so, he emptied a vil-
lage of its stores and retreated with hostages just in time to avoid 
attack. Soon thereafter, nine members of a landing party in search of 
water were slain, and Sarmiento became the agent of Spanish revenge. 
Unable to engage the elusive natives in open combat, he torched their 
villages. When a possible peace mission of several men in a canoe 
approached, all were killed and their quartered bodies placed at the 
scene of the watering party’s massacre.8 

lit-During a stop at Malaita, the Spaniards mistook for gold the glit-
ter of iron pyrite in the stone of a native’s war club. After visiting 
several more islands, despite native hostility, on the island that they 

fina named San Cristóbal the explorers were finally able to recondition 
and provision their ships. 

finding The expedition had clearly failed in its purpose of finding the 
southern continent, and Mendaña decided to hold a general meeting 
to deliberate their next move. The friars and some ofcers wished to 
make for New Guinea and Manila. However, some soldiers believed 
that gold might yet be discovered and wanted to continue exploring 
the island chain. Sarmiento “who had no fear of ‘Indians’. . . was 
generally opposed to counsels of prudence.” Nevertheless, Mendaña 
decided to attempt a return to South America by sailing southeast 
toward the coast of Chile, still in search of Sarmiento’s southern 
continent.9 

As yet, the impracticality (given the prevailing winds) of a west-
acifi c to-east southern crossing of the Pacific was imperfectly understood. 

After weeks of futile sailing, Mendaña faced growing opposition 
among the crew. By then, he was north of the equator, and he ordered 
his two ships to make for California. They were separated and then 
bufeted by a hurricane that nearly sank them both. It took more than 

e three months to make the ill-advised but ut eventually successful osscr -oss-
ing. The two vessels were reunited and repaired in Colima. It was as 

8. Beaglehole, The Exploration, 45–50. 
9. Ibid., 52. 
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ther that long-standing disa eements between Mendaña and Sare gr -
miento became eud. Sarmiento or statement accusing a f a sw n

ed Mendañahis ad ersar . oyv y eof der liction of duty 
Sarmiento’s papers and charts.

hen the tw essels eached Nicar gua, Sarmiento ain W o v r a ag
accusations ainst his commander ut as arrested instead. Heag , b w
mana ed to escape, ut as ar of proceeding to eru as long asg b w w y P
Mendaña’s uncle as its go ernor Mendaña arri ed at Callao in Sep-w v . v
tember of 1569, nearly two years after his departure from there.

hile Sarmiento languished in Nicar gua, contemplating prW a
ing his har es ainst Mendaña in Spain, ortune as to fa or him.c g ag f w v

ancisco de oledo as ppointed vicer of eru, and hile inFr T w a oy P w
transit to assume his ne post, as lik ly intercepted Sarmientow w e by
in anama. he details of hat transpired ar unclear lthoug theP T w e , a h
outcome is not. According to Stephen Clissold, “Don ancisco deFr

oledo the ne ly ppointed icer Go ernor Captain-Gener andT , w a V oy, v , al
President of the udiencias as at this time rizzled soldierRoyal A , w a g
and administrator of our ears of e, sma and wir of y ag ll y
ure, bigoted, autocratic, and painstakingly conscientious of unim-,
peacha le integrity and inexhaustible ener Between Sarmiento and .b gy
such a man there must ha e existed an immediate a nity.”v f

oledo emained in anama or thr months hen he enteredT r P f e . W
Lima, on Nov 30 Sarmiento as trusted member of his entou-, w a

e, and the ne vicer as lready displeased with Mendaña.rag w oy w a
Indeed, the latter’s career as at this point se er ly dama ed, and itw v e g

ould be mor than quarter of centur befor he as le to eal-w e a a y e w ab r
v .ize his obsession with returning to colonize his Pacific disco eries 1

Shortly after assuming his post in eru, icer oledo decidedP V oy T
ey or “visitation ea ould last

or ears He asked Sarmiento to accompany him as his hief cos-f five y . c
mo pher and hronicler In oledo’s opinion, as historian, Sargra c . T a -
miento as “the most le man in this subject that ha ound inw ab I ve f
these lands.”

10. Clissold, Conquistador 47,
11. Ibid., 45 47
12. osa Arciniega, Sarmiento de Gamboa: El Ulises de América (Buenos Aires: Edi-edrR P o

torial Sudamericana, 1956), 24.
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there that long-standing disagreements between Mendaña and Sar-

of der liction of duty seized and destr 
Sarmiento’s papers and charts. 

filed miento became a feud. Sarmiento filed a sworn statement accusing 
his ad versar y e . Mendaña seized and destroyed 

filed When the two vessels reached Nicaragua, Sarmiento again filed 
accusations against his commander, but was arrested instead. He 
managed to escape, but was wary of proceeding to Peru as long as 
Mendaña’s uncle was its governor. Mendaña arrived at Callao in Sep-
tember of 1569, nearly two years after his departure from there. 

ess-While Sarmiento languished in Nicaragua, contemplating press-
ing his charges against Mendaña in Spain, fortune was to favor him. 
Francisco de Toledo was appointed viceroy of Peru, and while in 
transit to assume his new post, was likely intercepted by Sarmiento 
in Panama. The details of what transpired are unclear, although the 
outcome is not. According to Stephen Clissold, “Don Francisco de 
Toledo, the newly appointed Viceroy, Governor, Captain-General and 
President of the Royal Audiencias, was at this time a grizzled soldier 

fifty-f stat-and administrator of fifty-four years of age, small and wiry of stat-
ure, bigoted, autocratic, and painstakingly conscientious, of unim-
peachable integrity and inexhaustible energy . Between Sarmiento and 
such a man there must ha ve existed an immediate a fnity.”10 10 

Toledo remained in Panama for thr e ee months. When he entered 
Lima, on Novemberember 30, Sarmiento was a trusted member of his entou-
rage, and the new viceroy was already displeased with Mendaña. 
Indeed, the latter’s career was at this point severely damaged, and it 
would be more than a quarter of a century before he was able to real-

v . ize his obsession with returning to colonize his Pacific disco eries 1 11

Shortly after assuming his post in Peru, Viceroy Toledo decided 
to conduct a surv ” of his r lm—one that wto conduct a survey or “visitation” of his realm—one that would last 
for five years. He asked Sarmiento to accompany him as his chief cos-
mographer and chronicler. In Toledo’s opinion, as a historian, Sar-
miento was “the most able man in this subject that I have found in 
these lands.”1212 

10. Clissold, Conquistador, 47. 
11. Ibid., 45–47. 
12. Rosa Arciniega, Pedro Sarmiento de Gamboa: El Ulises de América (Buenos Aires: Edi-

torial Sudamericana, 1956), 24. 
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Despite Despite aa kkeen een desir desiree to to rresume esume his his oown wn eexplorxplorations ations of of thethe 
PPacific, acific, SarSarmiento miento accepted accepted the the assignment. assignment. During During it, it, he he authorauthoreded aa 
book book on on Inca Inca histor historyy lar larggeely ly based based upon upon intervieinterviews ws conducted conducted withwith 
Incan Incan eelders lders wwho ho antedated antedated the the Spanish Spanish prpresence esence in in PPeru. eru. In In parpart, t, thethe 
purpurpose pose wwas as to to demonstrdemonstrate ate that that the the Incas Incas had had been been conquerconquerors ors ofof 
other peoples and therother peoples and therefeforore had no more had no more “originae “original” cl” claim to politicalaim to politicall 
heghegemony emony oovver er their their empir empiree than than did did the the SpaniarSpaniards ds,, as as the the latest latest in in thethe 
line ofline of usurusurperspers..113 3

Easily Easily gi givven en to to ggrr andiose andiose speculations speculations,, in in his his HistoriaHistoria,, SarSarmiento miento 
posited posited that that the the Americas Americas wwer eree the the wwester esternn (and (and unsubmer unsubmergged) ed) parpartt 
of of the the vvast ast lost lost continent continent of of Atlantis Atlantis.. Finding Finding rrefefererence ence to to aa ggrreat eat flfloodood 
in in Inca Inca leglegends ends,, he he bebelie lievved ed that that this this bibbiblica licall eevvent ent had had destr destrooyyed ed thethe 
easter easternn par partt of of Atlantis Atlantis.. Most Most of of the the Nati Nativvee Americans Americans wwer eree descen-descen-
dants dants of of the the Mesopotamians Mesopotamians and and ChaChaldeans ldeans aabout bout wwhom hom Plato Plato hadhad 
written. written. During During his his initia initiall tr traavveels ls in in MeMexico xico,, SarSarmiento miento had had noted noted thethe 
rresembesemblance lance of of the the aaborigines borigines to to the the Gr Greeeeks ks in in their their drdress ess and and bearbear--
ing, as as in certain ords and letters of their langua e. He pos-well w g
ited that they might be descended from the ear mariners howell w y w
accompanied an ed Ulysses on his last into the setting sunag voyage
to ard an unknown land.w

Sarmiento lso participated in the sieg of ilcamba, last edoubta e V r
of the Incas and laimed to ha captured their leader úpac Amaru,, c ve , T
himself He then eng ed in the unsuccessful militar campaign. ag y

ainst the ferocious Chiriguanosag .
Despite suc service, in No ember of 1575 Sarmiento as , wh v

har ed with necromanc and imprisoned in Lima the Inquisition.c g y by
Once ain, the irascible defendant ound himself at cross purposesag f
with authority, though as usual, he was undaunted:

He as accused of having ead the lines of lady’s hand and predictedw r a
that tw men ould lose their li es on her account. Moreo er he hado w v v ,
dared to asser that the Gospe as not su ciently preached in Spain.t l w f

witnesses had hear him ma this emark; and hen one of themTwo d ke r w

13. Clissold, Conquistador 68 70, .
14. Ibid., 72; Arciniega, Pedro de Sarmiento 25 26,
15. Amancio Landín Carrasco and Luis Sánchez Masiá, “El descubrimiento de las Islas

Solomón,” in Descubrimientos españoles en el Mar del Sur ols., Amancio Landín Carrasco, v
1992 546 48l Nava )l,et a
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ing, as well as in certain words and letters of their language. He pos-
ited that they might well be descended from the weary mariners who 
accompanied an aged Ulysses on his last voyage into the setting sun 
to ward an unknown land.14 14

Sarmiento also participated in the siege of Vilcamba, last redoubt 
of the Incas, and claimed to have captured their leader, Túpac Amaru, 
himself. He then engaged in the unsuccessful military campaign 
against the ferocious Chiriguanos .15 15

Despite such service, in November of 1575, Sarmiento was 
charged with necromancy and imprisoned in Lima by the Inquisition. 
Once again, the irascible defendant found himself at cross purposes 
with authority, though as usual, he was undaunted: 

He was accused of having read the lines of a lady’s hand and predicted 
that two men would lose their lives on her account. Moreover, he had 
dared to assert that the Gospel was not sufciently preached in Spain. 
Two witnesses had heard him make this remark; and when one of them 

13. Clissold, Conquistador, 68–70. 
14. Ibid., 72; Arciniega, Pedro de Sarmiento , 25–26. 
15. Amancio Landín Carrasco and Luis Sánchez Masiá, “El descubrimiento de las Islas 

Solomón,” in Descubrimientos españoles en el Mar del Sur , 3 vols., Amancio Landín Carrasco 
l. (Madrid: Editorial Na va 1992) 2:546–48. et al. (Madrid: Editoria l, 

https://Chiriguanos.15
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attempted to xpostulate with him and declared that suc an opinione h
as disrespectful to the Chur h, he had etorted arr antly that “hew c r og

kne er hat he as saying, better indeed than men lik thew v y we l w w e
person ho as no uking him, hose thic skulls stood in needw w w reb w k
of good schoolmaster hereas he, with his superior intelligence anda , w

ceptiona memor had studied the matter and kne bout it, andex l y, w al a
uch else besidesm .

SarmientoIn 1578 w,, ut leased with therebw f
stipulation that he ecant and attend mass on east days standing inr f ,
shirtslee es and holding the candle of the penitent. He as sparedv w

eater public humiliation or banishment from eru only throug thegr P h
vicer y’s intervention.o

Sarmiento’s public persona ould not be fully habilitated untilw re
the next ear hen eru as faced with xterna threat from the y , w P w e l
lish captain Sir ancis Dr stunned. Fr ake
the unfortified Spanish colonies out of their complacencP y by
becoming the European to enter the from the Atlantic inP
nearly half a y Indeed, Dr e’s accomplishment as en mor. ak w ev e
ominous than imagined, since, ather than tr ersing the Strait ofr av
Ma llan, he had actually ounded Cape Horn, possibility that asge r a w
as et unbeknownst to the Spaniards hey persisted in the belief Ty .
that Tierr de Fuego as the norther tip of ast souther conti-a l w n a v n
nent. he corsair then proceeded up the coast of the AmericasT P ,
attacattacking ships at sea and at ancking ships at sea and at anchorhor, as w , as weell as se ll as sevver eraal porl portsts.. 

Dr Draakke’s e’s fifirst rst hostile hostile act act aaggainst ainst the the SpaniarSpaniards ds wwas as at at VVaalparlparaiso aiso,, 
wwher heree he he commandeercommandeered ed the the Los Los RReyeyes es,, the the vveerr yy vveesse ssell thatthat PPedr edroo 
SarSarmiento miento de de Gamboa Gamboa had had cacaptained ptained during during the the Medaña Medaña eexpedi-xpedi-
tion tion and and that that wwas as no noww eng engaagged ed in in coasta coastall trtrading ading.. It It wwas as carrcarryingying 
thrthre ee e hundrhundre ed d p pounds ounds ofof g gold.old. 1919 Dr Draakkee then then prproceeded oceeded to to PPeru, eru, wwherheree 
he he narr narroowwly ly missed missed seizing seizing aa trtreasur easuree ship ship at at Arica. Arica. At At CaCallao llao,, the the 
Golden Golden Hinde Hinde made made aa daringdaring entrentr yy into into t the he harhar bboror,, wwhher eree it it became became 
becabecalmed. lmed. WWhen hen nenews ws rreaceached hed Lima, Lima, the the vicer vicerooyy mobilized mobilized aallll aabblele 

16. Clissold, Conquistador 105,
17. Landín Carrasco and Sánchez Masiá, “El descubrimiento,” 548
18. Spate, he Spanish La 249T ke,
19. Samue Ba lf he Secret ag of Sir ancis Dr 1577 1580 (Vancouver Douglas:l w , T Voy e Fr ake,

and McIntyre, 2003), 128.
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attempted to expostulate with him and declared that such an opinion 
was disrespectful to the Church, he had retorted arrogantly that “he 
knew very w l ell what he was saying, better indeed than men like the 
person who was now rebuking him, whose thick skulls stood in need 
of a good schoolmaster, whereas he, with his superior intelligence and 

l exceptional memory, had studied the matter and knew all about it, and 
much else besides .1616 

was found gguilty but as released with the 
stipulation that he recant and attend mass on feast days, standing in 
shirtsleeves and holding the candle of the penitent. He was spared 
greater public humiliation or banishment from Peru only through the 
vicer oy’s intervention.17 17

In 1578, Sarmiento as ound uilty, was 

Sarmiento’s public persona would not be fully rehabilitated until 
Eng-

off the Golden Hinde . Sir Francis Drake stunned 
the next year, when Peru was faced with external threat from the Eng-
lish ccorsairorsair captain o the Golden Hinde 

acifi cthe unfortified Pacific Spanish colonies out of their complacency by 
first acifi c

centur . Indeed, Drake’s accomplishment was even more 
ominous than imagined, since, rather than traversing the Strait of 
Magellan, he had actually rounded Cape Horn, a possibility that was 
as yet unbeknownst to the Spaniards .18 18 They persisted in the belief 
that Tierra del Fuego was the northern tip of a vast southern conti-

becoming the first European to enter the Pacific from the Atlantic in 
nearly half a century 

acifi cnent. The corsair then proceeded up the Pacific coast of the Americas, 

16. Clissold, Conquistador, 105. 
17. Landín Carrasco and Sánchez Masiá, “El descubrimiento,” 548. 
18. Spate, The Spanish Lake, 249. 
19. Samuel Bawlf, The Secret Voyage of Sir Francis Drake, 1577 –1580 (Vancouver : Douglas 

and McIntyre, 2003), 128. 

https://Spaniards.18
https://intervention.17
https://intervention.17
https://besides.16
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bodies—including edr Sarmiento de Gamboa, ho as then boarP o w w a d
one of the tw pursuit essels that narr ly failed to eng the o v ow age
lishman during his escape.

icer oledo convinced the audiencia to implement emer encV oy T g y
measures ship as sent to ler Spanish coasta settlements. A w a t all l
between Callao and anama, and ar lley as dispatched toP a w ga w
probe the intervening coasta bays and inlets to erret out the corsairl f .

thir esse as ordered to Nicar gua and on to Mexico to ppriseA d v l w a a
the vicer y of Nue a España of the dangero v .

At the time, the English corsair ohn Oxenham and se er of hisJ v al
cr er imprisoned in Lima. Oxenham had attac ed anama ut,ew w e k P b
after some initia success as captured. he prisoners er interl , w T w e -

ated and stated that their queen ust ha authorized Dr e’srog m ve ak
and that it as proba ly his intention to ound an Englishvoyage w b f

settlement some her in the Furthermore, if Dr er tri-w e P . ake w e
umphant, ther doubtless ould ollo many other English xpedi-e w f w e
tions intent on esta lishing oothold. Asked ho Dr planned tob a f w ake
etur to England, Oxenham eplied that he might go bac througr n r k h

the Strait of Ma llan, ut that he could lso be headed or the lu-ge b a f e
si norther passa e. In short, Dr e’s presence, and his llo Eng-ve n g ak fe w
lishmen’s speculations bout it, xacerbated fundamenta Spanisha e l
concerns—the possibility of European oe hallenging their a f c P
colonia monopoly hile controlling con enient norther access to l w a v n
it. ships with T o r artillery
command of his son, Luis, to pursue Drake on the high seas. General
Diego de rias ejo as named admir l, and the consummate naF Tr w a

ator edr Sarmiento de Gamboa as made his hief advisor andg P o w c
ser eant majorg .

Mean hile, Dr pursued and ertook the treasur lleonw ake ov e ga
hic as bound or anama. heNuestra a , w h w f P Tde la

tobooty r ee rw so eat that it Golden gr
Hinde’s ballast with Spanish silver Dr then set sail or Nicar gua . ake f a
to careen his esse in order to ma needed epairs His pursuersv l ke r . ,
under the command of Luis de oledo probed the norther SouthT , n
American coastline. Sarmiento concluded that Dr ust ha caake m ve
tured the treasur ship and therefor had no eason to emain in Southe e r r

20. Ibid., 140 41
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bodies—including Pedro Sarmiento de Gamboa, who was then aboard 
Eng-one of the two pursuit vessels that narrowly failed to engage the Eng-

lishman during his escape. 
Viceroy Toledo convinced the audiencia to implement emergency 

measures. A ship was sent to alert all Spanish coastal settlements 
between Callao and Panama, and a war galley was dispatched to 
probe the intervening coastal bays and inlets to ferret out the corsair. 
A third vessel was ordered to Nicaragua and on to Mexico to apprise 
the viceroy of Nueva España of the danger. 

At the time, the English corsair John Oxenham and several of his 
crew were imprisoned in Lima. Oxenham had attacked Panama but, 
after some initial success, was captured. The prisoners were inter-
rogated and stated that their queen must have authorized Drake’s 
voyage and that it was probably his intention to found an English 

acifi c settlement somewhere in the Pacific. Furthermore, if Drake were tri-
umphant, there doubtless would follow many other English expedi-
tions intent on establishing a foothold. Asked how Drake planned to 
return to England, Oxenham replied that he might go back through 
the Strait of Magellan, but that he could also be headed for the elu-
sive northern passage. In short, Drake’s presence, and his fellow Eng-
lishmen’s speculations about it, exacerbated fundamental Spanish 

acifi c concerns—the possibility of a European foe challenging their Pacific 
colonial monopoly while controlling a convenient northern access to 
it.20 20 oT ledo dispatchheded twt o ships with rein orced r undernde the the oledo dispatc w feinforced artillery u 
command of his son, Luis, to pursue Drake on the high seas. General 

vi-Diego de Frias Trejo was named admiral, and the consummate navi-
gator Pedro Sarmiento de Gamboa was made his chief advisor and 
sergeant major. 

Señor de la Concepción 
Meanwhile, Drake pursued and overtook the treasure galleon 

Nuestra Señora Concepción, which was bound for Panama. The 
as so great that it equir d thr da s eplace t the Golden 

Hinde’s ballast with Spanish silver. Drake then set sail for Nicaragua 
to careen his vessel in order to make needed repairs. His pursuers, 
under the command of Luis de Toledo, probed the northern South 
American coastline. Sarmiento concluded that Drake must have p-cap-
tured the treasure ship and therefore had no reason to remain in South 

booty was requireed three dayys to replace he 

20. Ibid., 140–41. 
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American aters He advised oledo to ypass anama and press thew . T b P
sear or the English interloper in the direction of Nue España.ch f va

oledo efused, anxious as he as to embar in anama or SpainT r w k P f
to deli er his father’s epor to the king Dr as ther ordedv r t . ake w eby af

lua le breathing room.va b
he English corsair as eenly ar that he needed second T w k aw e a

in a kessel, so hile epairing the Golden Hinde v , w r
an armed pinnacle in eadiness should one ppear on the horizon.r a
He mana ed to intercept orty-ton bar in the Gulf of Nico thatg a f k ya
happened to be carrying tw pilots har ed the vicer of Nueo c g by oy va
España with transporting the ne go ernor of the Philippines tow v
Manila. hey had with them of the le ant navigationa hartsT a l re v l c
or the crossing Dr pressed the senior pilot into his servicef P . ake

and put the rest of the sequestered vessel’s contingent ashore.
Dr then proceeded up the coast of Nue España and caake va

tured and held one ship bound southwar from Acapulcod
laden with Chinese loth, silks and porcelains Its principa passen-c , . l

treated akew Basque nobleman, Don a Frg
him him wweellll befbefor oree putting putting him him ashor ashoree aalong long with with his his ffeello lloww passengpassengersers.. 
Dr Draakkee then then put put into into the the souther southernn MeMexican xican por portt of of Guatulco Guatulco to to mamakkee 
prprepareparations ations ffor or an an ocean ocean vvooyyaagge. e. TThe he loca locall mamagistrgistrate ate dispatcdispatchedhed 
mounted mounted messengmessengers ers to to MeMexico xico City City to to wwar arnn the the vicer vicerooyy of of corsair’s corsair’s 
prpresence. esence. On On AApril pril 1616,, 15791579, , Dr Draakkee left left G Guatulco uatulco,, ne nevveer r toto bebe sigsighted hted 
aaggain bain by the Spaniary the Spaniardsds.. 

Mean Meanwwhile, hile, in in PPanama, anama, PPedr edroo SarSarmiento miento de de Gamboa Gamboa wwas as compil-compil-
ing ing the the details details of of Dr Draakke’s e’s South South American American deprdepredations edations.. In In adadditiondition 
to to sosowing wing ffear ear and and panic panic aalong long the the entir entiree littor littoraal, l, Dr Draakkee had had seizedseized 
447447,,000000 pesos pesos,, as as wweellll as as unknounknown wn quantities quantities of of porporcecelain, lain, je jewweels ls,, andand 
prprecious ecious stones stones.. SarSarmiento miento cacalculated lculated the the rremaining emaining dama damagges es to to ships ships 
and and settlements settlements to to be be 100100,, 000000   pesos pesos,, and and he he wwaas s asas yyeet t un unaaww aarr ee ofof the the 
details of details of the corsair’s impact in Nuethe corsair’s impact in Nue vva España.a España.2222 

TThe he kkey ey question question wwas as Dr Draakke’s e’s intended intended home homewwar ardd rroute. oute. SarSar--
miento miento rrejected ejected the the possibility possibility of of aa rretur eturnn via via the the StrStrait ait of of Ma Maggeellan,llan, 
gi givven en the the hig highh state state of of aaler lertt in in PPeru eru and and Chile. Chile. He He aalso lso discounteddiscounted 
aa trtranspacifi anspacific c crcrossing, ossing, wwhic hichh wwould ould eevventuaentually lly subject subject the the EngEnglishlish--

21. Ibid., 146
22. Ibid., 154
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American waters. He advised Toledo to bypass Panama and press the 
search for the English interloper in the direction of Nueva España. 
Toledo refused, anxious as he was to embark in Panama for Spain 
to deliver his father’s report to the king. Drake was thereby aforded 
valuable breathing room.2211 

The English corsair was keenly aware that he needed a second 
vessel, so, while repairing the Golden Hinde Nicar gua, he ept 
an armed pinnacle in readiness should one appear on the horizon. 
He managed to intercept a forty-ton bark in the Gulf of Nicoya that 
happened to be carrying two pilots charged by the viceroy of Nueva 
España with transporting the new governor of the Philippines to 

in Nicaragua, he kept 

l Manila. They had with them all of the relevant navigational charts 
acifi cfor the Pacific crossing. Drake pressed the senior pilot into his service 

and put the rest of the sequestered vessel’s contingent ashore. 
Drake then proceeded up the coast of Nueva España and p-cap-

briefl y tured and briefly held one ship bound southward from Acapulco 
laden with Chinese cloth, silks, and porcelains. Its principal passen-
ger as a Basque nobleman, Don Fraancisco de rZara aate. Dr er was ncisco de Z te. Drake treated 

21. Ibid., 146. 
22. Ibid., 154. 
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man to the auntlet of ortuguese control of Asian aters atherg P w . R ,
Sar as convinced that Dr ould see lusi therak v n
passa e. According to Sarmiento’s report:g

om the present month of Mar on ards until September summerFr ch w , ,
and the hot season pr ail as far north as the cape of Mendocino inev
orty-thr deg ees hat ould be the shortest and quic est outef e r . T w k r f
etting from this sea to his countr and hile this oute is not familiarg y, w r

to the pilots here, because they do not normally navigate in that egion,r
it is not unknown to the cosmo phers and particularly to the Englishgra

ho navigate to Iceland, Bacallaos [Newfoundland], Labrador otilanw , T
and Norw not afraid of navigat-them it is ar. F eay
ing er far north. As this corsair has moreo er navigated in the afore-v y , v ,
mentioned parts and is so ersed inwe l v a l of navigation, it may
be inferred and belie ed that he ust kno bout this man hov m w a all . A w
has the spirit to do hat he has done will not be lacking in cour tow age
perse er in his attempt, especially as he can ta ad anta e, at present,v e ke v g
of its being summer in the polar region.

Unbeknownst to Sarmiento Dr e’s cr as quite internationa, ak ew w l
in ma eup and included contingent of Bizkaians—certainly anotherk a
of the corsair’s septentriona strengths since then, Basques hadl , by
been the dominant European seafarers in the North Atlantic or morf e
than half a century.

Dr e, in fact, xplored Canadian aters in sear ofak e P w ch
the norther passa befor lly lenting and striking out or then ge e re f
Moluccas and an entua etur to Europe via the Cape of Goodev l r n
Hope, ther entering the select anks of the orld’s eby r w few
centur circumnavigators Arriving bac at Plymouth on Septem-y . k
ber 26 1580 e’s status in England, and particularly that of hisDr, , ak
consider le booty emained in doubt or hile. Indeed, ther enab , r f aw e ev
xisted the emote possibility that it might be estored to Spain, ande r r

in December of Philip ppointed edr de Zubiaure, Basque, II a P o a
esiding in London, her he as an ent or Sevilla’s mer hants’r w e w ag f c

23. Zelia Nuttall, ed., New Light on Dr e: Collection of Documents elating to hisak A R
ag of Circumnavigation 1577 1580 trans Zelia Nutta (London: Hakluyt Society 1914),, . ,Voy e

75
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man to the gauntlet of Portuguese control of Asian waters. Rather, 
miento w e w k the e e norSarmiento was convinced that Drake would seek the elusive northern 

passage. According to Sarmiento’s report: 

and t 
ing very far north. As this corsair has, moreover, navigated in the afore-
mentioned parts and is so w l ell versed in l all modes

From the present month of March onwards, until September, summer 
and the hot season prevail as far north as the cape of Mendocino in 
for e ty-three degrees. That would be the shortest and quickest route foor r 
getting from this sea to his country, and while this route is not familiar 
to the pilots here, because they do not normally navigate in that region, 
it is not unknown to the cosmographers and particularly to the English 
who navigate to Iceland, Bacallaos [Newfoundland], Labrador, Totilan 
and Norw ay . Foor r them it is familiar nd hey they are not afraid of navigat-familiar a

modes of navigation, it may 
be inferred and believed that he must know about all this. A man who 
has the spirit to do what he has done will not be lacking in courage to 
persevere in his attempt, especially as he can take advantage, at present, 
of its being summer in the polar region.2323 

Unbeknownst to Sarmiento, Drake’s crew was quite international 
in makeup and included a contingent of Bizkaians—certainly another 
of the corsair’s septentrional strengths, since by then, Basques had 
been the dominant European seafarers in the North Atlantic for more 
than half a century. 

acifi c Drake, in fact, explored Canadian Pacific waters in search of 
fina the northern passage before finally relenting and striking out for the 

Moluccas and an eventual return to Europe via the Cape of Good 
sixteenth-Hope, thereby entering the select ranks of the world’s few sixteenth-

century circumnavigators. Arriving back at Plymouth on Septem-
ber 26, 1580, Drake’s status in England, and particularly that of his 
considerable booty, remained in doubt for awhile. Indeed, there even 
existed the remote possibility that it might be restored to Spain, and 
in December of 15811581, Philip II appointed Pedro de Zubiaure, a Basque 
residing in London, where he was an agent for Sevilla’s merchants’ 

23. Zelia Nuttall, ed., New Light on Drake: A Collection of Documents Relating to his 
Voyage of Circumnavigation 1577 –1580 , trans . Zelia Nuttal ll l (London: Hakluyt Society , 1914), 
75. 
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guild, as his persona epresentati in the ultimately futile negotia-l r ve
tions to reco er the treasure.v

Sarmiento de Gamboa Mean P owhile, in October of 1579,
had been ordered by Viceroy Toledo to secure the Strait of Magellan.
His mission as to tr erse it from est to east (an as et w av w y
plished navigationa eat) to ascertain the easibility of ortifying thel f f f
souther passa e, as as to eng Dr in combat, should he ben g well age ake
ound lingering there. oledo lso belie ed that if the strait could bef T a v

secured and settled, it ould open sea oute between eru and Spainw a r P
that ould obviate the xisting costly transporting of cargo landw e by
across the Isthmus of anama.P

Sarmiento as gi en supreme command of tw essels of hic w v o v , w h
Señorthe Nuestr de la Esperanza as his a a w Admir uan . al J

de illalobos captained the San V Fr de Asís and it as no , w w
Sarmiento’s tur to ha to dea with insubordination. illalobosn ve l V w
ecalcitrant to enter the ormida le passa and used the cuser f b ge ex

to bandon the mission and etur to Callao Sarmiento pressed ona r n .
lone, spending tw months in the strait, mapping the many han-a o c

nels determining possible settlement sites and describing the , , a
and fauna. At one point, he as ounded in the or head hostilew w f e by a
arr Sarmiento then proceeded on to Europe to epor his ow. r t
to his monar h.c

In September of 1580, a few e Dr eappeared in ake r
Plymouth, Sarmiento met in Lisbon with Spanish King Philip II,
the ne ly installed ruler of ortug l. Shortly thereafter the Spanishw P a ,
ambassador to London, Bernardino de Mendoza, eported Dr e’sr ak
triumphant homecoming and arned his king of the possibility thatw
the dreaded English corsair and others as ll, ould lik ly embar, , we w e k
soon for South America.

In eru, the esponse as to constitute na orce, the so-calledP r w a val f
Armada of the South Seas to patrol the coast and protect the silver,
ga .26 In Europe, ther er length deliberations and di erencese w e y f
of opinion among Philip’s advisors Eventually he decided toroyal . ,

24. Ba lf he Secret V ag 185 92w , T oy e,
25. Clissold, Conquisador 117 30,
26. Hugo O’Donnell, España en el descubrimiento, conquista, defensa del Mar del Sury

(Madrid: Mapre, Editorial, 1992), 151 54
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guild, as his personal representative in the ultimately futile negotia-
tions to reco ver the treasure.24 24

Mean w Pedro Sarmiento de Gamboa hile, in October of 1579, edr 
had been ordered by Viceroy Toledo to secure the Strait of Magellan. 

unaccom-His mission was to traverse it from west to east (an as yet unaccom-
plished navigational feat) to ascertain the feasibility of fortifying the 
southern passage, as well as to engage Drake in combat, should he be 
found lingering there. Toledo also believed that if the strait could be 
secured and settled, it would open a sea route between Peru and Spain 
that would obviate the existing costly transporting of cargo by land 
across the Isthmus of Panama. 

Sarmiento was given supreme command of two vessels, of which 
the Nuestra Señora de la Esperanza was his flaflagshipgship. Admiral Juan 
de Villalobos captained the San Franciscoancisco de Asís, and it was now 
Sarmiento’s turn to have to deal with insubordination. Villalobos was as 

first recalcitrant to enter the formidable passage and used the first excuse 
to abandon the mission and return to Callao. Sarmiento pressed on 
alone, spending two months in the strait, mapping the many chan-

flor nels, determining possible settlement sites, and describing the flora 
and fauna. At one point, he was wounded in the forehead by a hostile 

findings arrow. Sarmiento then proceeded on to Europe to report his findings 
to his monar ch.25 25

In September of 1580, a few dadays ys beforebefor Drake reappeared in 
Plymouth, Sarmiento met in Lisbon with Spanish King Philip II, 
the newly installed ruler of Portugal. Shortly thereafter, the Spanish 
ambassador to London, Bernardino de Mendoza, reported Drake’s 
triumphant homecoming and warned his king of the possibility that 
the dreaded English corsair, and others, as well, would likely embark 
soon for South America. 

In Peru, the response was to constitute a naval force, the so-called 
Armada of the South Seas, to patrol the coast and protect the silver 
galleons.lleons 26 In Europe, there were lengthy deliberations and diferences 
of opinion among Philip’s royal advisors. Eventually, he decided to 

24. Bawlf , The Secret Voyage, 185–92. 
25. Clissold, Conquisador, 117–30. 
26. Hugo O’Donnell, España en el descubrimiento, conquista, y defensa del Mar del Sur 

(Madrid: Mapre, Editorial, 1992), 151–54. 
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adopt ultifaceted strateg that included Sarmiento’s ecommen-a m y r
dation of ortifying the Strait of Ma llan hile esta lishing perf ge w b a -
manent settlement there.

During the summer of an xpedition of twenty-thr ships, e e
and ppr ximately thr thousand participants including bouta o ee , a
thr hundred intending settlers and their families as assembled.e , w

hile edr Sarmiento de Gamboa as the logica hoice or W P o w l c f
mander cour politics and social-class considerations dictated oth-, t
erwise. Over Sarmiento’s protests to the king, the quarr lsome ande
indecisi Diego lores de ldés as hosen instead, man hoseve F Va w c a w
xperience had been limited to the lati ly outine assignment ofe re ve r

escorting to Hofl .
er Sarmiento as ppointed go ernor and captain ener of theev , w a v g al

colony Command as further fr gmented inclusion of Alonso de. w a by
Sotoma or, the go ernor of Chile, and his six hundred troopsy v .

he initiati e, of course, failed to account or the fact that, T v f
knownst to the Spaniards Dr had disco ered Tierr de Fuego to, ake v a l
be lar island that could be ounded, ather than the northeastera ge r r n
tip of an austr continenta barrier he Spaniards lso er al l . T a w e
informed Sarmiento’s lowing epor of the egion’s riculturby g r t r ag al
potentia and undant wildlife, written after his earlier est-to-eastl ab w
tr erse of the passa e.av g

he ill-fated ad enturers sur ly contained in their anks disprT v e r a
portionate umber of Basques Sarmiento de Gamboa as empow-n . w

28 he gi es the surnamesered to r r , vin of
of most individuals he captain of the lmiranta—the second-in-. T a
command’s ship—was the Basque-surnamed uan de Gariba His .J y

27.27. Spate,Spate, TThe Spanish La he Spanish Lakkee,, 268268– 7070. 
28. 28. PPedr edroo SarSarmiento miento de de Gamboa, Gamboa, “T“Toucouching hing the the CaCaptains ptains and and Ships Ships,, Masters Masters and and PilotsPilots,, 

that that his his Majesty Majesty aappointed ppointed ffor or the the flfleet eet sent sent ffor or the the enterenterprise prise of of the the StrStrait ait of of the the Mother Mother ofof 
God, God, pr preeviously viously cacalled lled of of FFerernando nando de de Ma Maggaallanes llanes,, and and aa list list of of the the settlers settlers in in the the StrStrait,” ait,” inin 
NarNarrratiativveses ofof thethe VVooyyag ageses ofof PPedredroo SarSarmientomiento dede GamboaGamboa toto thethe StrStraitsaits ofof MagMagellanellan ,, ed. ed. and and
trtrans ans.. Clements Clements R. R. MarMarkham kham (London: (London: TThe he HaHaklyut klyut Society Society,, 18951895), ), 219219– 2525. . TThe he MarMarkhamkham 
trtranslation anslation of of SarSarmiento’s miento’s rrepor eportt omits omits the the names names of of the the colonists colonists.. FFrrom om PPasteastells’s lls’s full full rreprepro-o-
duction duction of of the the entir entiree document, document, it it is is cclear lear that that they they wwer eree in in the the vvast ast majority majority AndaAndalusians:lusians: PP.. 
PPaabblo lo PPasteastells lls,, El El descubrimiento descubrimiento del del EstrEstrececho ho de de Mag Magaallanes llanes en en conmemorconmemoración ación del del iivv cencen--
tenario tenario,, 2  vvols ols.. (Madrid: (Madrid: SucesorSucesores es de de Ri Rivvadeneyradeneyra, a, 19201920), ), 2:138138– 5353..  TTher heree is is no no listing listing of of
the the orordinar dinaryy mariners mariners manning manning the the boats boats,, bbut, ut, gi givven en the the pointed pointed eeffororts ts to to rrecruit ecruit them them in in thethe 
Basque Countr Basque Countryy, w, we mige might assume that many wht assume that many werere Basquese Basques.. 
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adopt a multifaceted strategy that included Sarmiento’s recommen-
dation of fortifying the Strait of Magellan while establishing a per-
manent settlement there. 

1581 e 
and approximately three thousand participants, including about 

e three hundred intending settlers and their families, was assembled. 

During the summer of 1581, an expedition of twenty-three ships 

com-While Pedro Sarmiento de Gamboa was the logical choice for com-
mander, court politics and social-class considerations dictated oth-
erwise. Over Sarmiento’s protests to the king, the quarrelsome and 
indecisive Diego Flores de Valdés was chosen instead, a man whose 
experience had been limited to the relatively routine assignment of 

evvilla c ooss mericasAmericas escorting fleets from SSe illa a r ss the AAtlantictlantic to the . How-
ever, Sarmiento was appointed governor and captain general of the 
colony . Command was further fragmented by inclusion of Alonso de 
Sotoma yor, the go vernor of Chile, and his six hundred troops .27 27

eets from acr the the A w-

unbe-The initiative, of course, failed to account for the fact that, unbe-
knownst to the Spaniards, Drake had discovered Tierra del Fuego to 
be a large island that could be rounded, rather than the northeastern 

mis-tip of an austral continental barrier. The Spaniards also were mis-
informed by Sarmiento’s glowing report of the region’s agricultural 
potential and abundant wildlife, written after his earlier west-to-east 
traverse of the passage. 

them, a one of his 
of most individuals. The captain of the almiranta—the second-in-
command’s ship—was the Basque-surnamed Juan de Gariba y . His 

ecruit t and in o epor 

The ill-fated adventurers surely contained in their ranks a o-dispro-
portionate number of Basques. Sarmiento de Gamboa was empow-
ered to recruit hem, nd ne his reports ts,28 he gives the surnames 

https://troops.27
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29.29. MarMarkham,kham, Nar Narrrati ativves es,, 219219.  
30.30. Ibid.Ibid. 
31.31. Ibid.,Ibid., 221221.. SarSarmiento’s miento’s familiarity familiarity with with Bizkaia Bizkaia and and interinterest est in in it it is is furfurther ther underscorunderscoreded 

bbyy his his authorship authorship of of an an unpubunpublished lished trtreatise eatise entitled entitled “P“Pararecer ecer dirigido dirigido aall rrey ey sobr sobree eell modemodelolo yy 
trtraza aza de de los los ggaaleones leones que que se se mandarmandaron on construir construir en en VVizca izcayyaa par paraa servicio servicio de de la la ArArmada mada RReaeal”l” 
(Opinion (Opinion dirdirected ected to to the the king king rregegararding ding the the mode modell and and design design of of the the ggaalleons lleons that that wwer eree ororderdereded 
to be constructed in Bizkaia to servto be constructed in Bizkaia to serve in the R e in the Rooyyaal Fl Fleet).leet). 
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ship’s ship’s master master wwas as “a “a Bisca Biscayyan an named named JJuan uan de de ArArancibia.”ancibia.”29 29 TThe he mas-mas-
ter ter of of the the flaflagship gship wwas as ““aa Bisca Biscayyan an named named MarMartin tin de de Guirieta.”Guirieta.”330 0 No No 
ffeewwer er than than thr threeee of of the the other other ships’ ships’ cacaptains ptains and and ten ten of of the the ships’ships’ 
masters masters wwer eree Basque Basque sursurnamed. named. TTwwoo of of the the vvesseessels—the ls—the Santa Santa María María 
de de Be Beggoña oña and and San San EstevEstevan an de de ArArriola riola—carried —carried BasqueBasque namesnames.. WWee 
arare told:e told: 

Besides Besides the the aabo bovve-named e-named CaCaptains ptains ther theree wwer eree others others,, namenamely ly,, DomingoDomingo 
MarMartinez tinez de de AAvvendaño endaño,, wwho ho wwent ent to to Bisca Biscayy ffor or sailors sailors,, and and did did not not 
rreeturtur nn befbefororee the the ships ships left left Lucar Lucar,, soso wwhen hen he he came came to to Cadiz, Cadiz, Diego Diego 
FFlloro rees s ggaavvee hhim im ccommand ommand o off tthe he ffrigrigaate te MagdaMagdalena lena .. .. .. andand RRodrigo odrigo dede 
RRada, ada, wwho ho aalso lso wwent ent to to Bisca Biscayy ffor or sailors sailors at at the the same same time time as as AAvvendañoendaño,, 
and and wwent ent without without aa ship ship as as far far as as the the CaCape pe VVererdes des,, wwhen hen he he wwas as gi givvenen 
command ofcommand of tthe he B Bee ggooña ña..331 1 

As As the the prprepareparations ations ffeellll bebehind hind scschedule, hedule, the the flfleet eet missed missed thethe 
prproper oper sailing sailing season season (not (not later later than than AAugust). ugust). OvOver er the the objectionsobjections 
of of both both FFlorlores es and and SarSarmiento miento,, SpainSpain’s ’s suprsupreme eme na navvaall commandercommander 
ororderdered ed thethe eexxpedition pedition tto o ddepar epar tt oon n SSeptember eptember 2525.. WWithin ithin aa wwe eeek, k, thethe 
eexpedition xpedition wwas as bbuuffeted eted bbyy aa storstorm, m, losing losing six six ships ships and and eigeight ht hun-hun-
drdred men befed men beforore limping bace limping back to Cádiz to rk to Cádiz to reg egrroupoup.. 

It It sailed sailed aaggain ain on on December December 99  under under ororders ders to to winter winter in in BrBrazil. azil. 
WWhile hile therthere, e, to to SarSarmiento’s miento’s ccha haggrin, rin, the the cr creeww sold sold many many of of the the sup-sup-
plies plies needed needed bbyy the the colonists colonists and and wwasted asted consider consideraabble le in invvaalua luabble le gun-gun-
po powwder der in in idle idle sasalutes lutes and and fir fireewwororks ks.. SarSarmiento miento quarr quarreeled led frfrequentlyequently 
with with FFlorlores es,, bbut ut his his only only rrea eall authority authority wwas as oovver er his his colonists colonists,, wwhomhom 
he he no noww engengaaggeded inin the the cconstruction onstruction ofof prpr e efafabbricated ricated h housing ousing.. MeanMean--
wwhile, hile, wwor ordd sprspread ead thrthrougoughout hout the the eexpedition xpedition that that they they wwer eree onon aa 
ffool’s ool’s mission. mission. Not Not eevven en the the dedevil vil wwould ould attempt attempt to to enter enter the the strstrait,ait, 
eevven en to to seduce seduce aa soul. soul. It It wwas as said said that that only only aa madman madman lik likee PPedr edroo SarSar--
miento wmiento would tr ould tryy .. 
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hen they lly left Brazil, Sarmiento as no longer on the W w
gship with lores consigned instead to the orm-eaten Be oña g .fla F , w

It promptly oundered and sank, with consider le loss of li es andf ab v
stores he eg ouped at Santa Catarina. lores sent thr ships. T r r F ee
bac to Río or epairs and proceeded southwar with the emainderk f r d r .
At the Rio de la Plata, Alonso de Sotoma or ho had tried y , w
cessfully to mediate the many disputes between Sarmiento and loresF ,
bandoned the xpedition taking his thr ships upri er and thena e by ee v

mar hing his six hundred men across the Andes to Chile.c
In bruar the emainder of the xpedition eached the strait.Fe y, r e r

lores made tw unsuccessful attempts to enter it ainst the strongF o ag
tida currents Ignoring Sarmiento’s pleas to persist, lores orderedl . F
the to Brazil, ollo ed furious Sarmiento he armadaf w by a . T

1583 lores announced his inten-in Rio and, Fre y
tion to etur to Spain. Again ignoring Sarmiento’s objections loresr n , F
departed with six essels he colonia enterprise had been educedv . T l r
to ships under the command of Diego de Riber 548and five a
ing hey left on December . T 8,
1583 e , they were a ain o the Strait of Ma llan.y 1 g f ge

After thr unsuccessful attempts to penetrate the hannel, onlyee c
to be xpelled the tida currents Sarmiento decided to erect e by l , a
tlement near the mouth, on the barren and winds ept Cabo ír enesw V g .

w , ,T e w we fe persons including 177 soldiers in the ne
installation, hic as hristened Nombr de esús (Name of esus).w h w c e J J
Many stores er lost during botched attempt to beac ship thatw e a h a

as to be used orw f b . Sarmiento and Diego de Ribera
quarr led, and the latter set sail, leaving the colony with ut one smae b ll
and dama ed ship, the Santa María de Castr o.g

Nombr de esús f de J w to be ut the b
permanent settlement. Instead, in his earlier xplorator e, Sare y voyag -
miento had selected the better-protected Cabo Santa Ana as the more
suita le site ab f .or the colony He sent the Santa María de Castr o
to begin cutting timber or construction. Sarmiento then set out onf
oot with hundred soldiers he many indentations of the f a . T

line meant that with ut eight days’ ations they ould ha to co erb r , w ve v
kilometers he inadequately mor than da lothed and shode a y. T c

men endured cold, famine, and an Indian attack, eaching the limits r
of their endurance on the nineteenth da as then that Sarmiento It. wy
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fina When they finally left Brazil, Sarmiento was no longer on the 
flagship with Flores , consigned instead to the worm-eaten Begoña. 
It promptly foundered and sank, with considerable loss of lives and 

fleet stores. The fleet regrouped at Santa Catarina. Flores sent three ships 
back to Río for repairs and proceeded southward with the remainder. 

unsuc-At the Rio de la Plata, Alonso de Sotomayor, who had tried unsuc-
cessfully to mediate the many disputes between Sarmiento and Flores, 
abandoned the expedition by taking his three ships upriver and then 
marching his six hundred men across the Andes to Chile. 

In February, the remainder of the expedition reached the strait. 
Flores made two unsuccessful attempts to enter it against the strong 
tidal currents. Ignoring Sarmiento’s pleas to persist, Flores ordered 

assembled n MayM o 
tion to return to Spain. Again ignoring Sarmiento’s objections, Flores 
departed with six vessels. The colonial enterprise had been reduced 
to five ships under the command of Diego de Ribera and 548 intend-

fleet the fleet to Brazil, followed by a furious Sarmiento. The armada 
re assembled iin a off 1583 in Rio, and Flores announced his inten-

colonists under Sarmiento’s uthority 
1583, and on Februar 

intend-
ing colonists under Sarmiento’s aauthority. They left on December 8, 

, and on F bruary 1, they were again of the Strait of Magellan. 
After three unsuccessful attempts to penetrate the channel, only 

set-to be expelled by the tidal currents, Sarmiento decided to erect a set-
tlement near the mouth, on the barren and windswept Cabo Vírgenes. 
There wer wer than , , ere fe er than 350 w her 350 persons including 177 soldiers in the ne 
installation, which was christened Nombre de Jesús (Name of Jesus). 
Many stores were lost during a botched attempt to beach a ship that 
was to be used for building aterial uilding m s.materials Sarmiento and Diego de Ribera 
quarreled, and the latter set sail, leaving the colony with but one small 
and dama ged ship, the Santa María de Castro. 

p and n 
permanent settlement. Instead, in his earlier exploratory voyage, Sar-
miento had selected the better-protected Cabo Santa Ana as the more 
suita ble site f . ahead 

as to be but the orwar post, a not t Nombre de Jesús was forward ost, nd ot he the 

or the colony He sent the Santa María de Castro head 
to begin cutting timber for construction. Sarmiento then set out on 

coast-foot with a hundred soldiers. The many indentations of the coast-
line meant that with but eight days’ rations, they would have to cover 

fifty more than fifty kilometers a day . The inadequately clothed and shod 
men endured cold, famine, and an Indian attack, reaching the limits 
of their endurance on the nineteenth da y . It was then that Sarmiento 
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sighted longboat, and his men came down to the beac or the joyfula h f
eunion, some cr ling on their hands and kneesr aw .

On 1584 ounded his second settlement,Sarmientoch , , f
Ciudad de Don lipe (T wn of Don Philip), named after his Fe o
ar h. It included ooden hur and ma azine. he site as pali-c a w c ch g T w
saded, and six cannon er mounted on sea ar bastion.w e a w d A few
crops er planted, and or ging pr vided mea er esults—rations w e f a o g r

supply Sarmiento had to put downer no in xtremely shor . aw e w e t
conspirac to seize the lone ship or an escape from the colony.y f

ecuted the ringleaderex .
On Sarmiento sailed or Nombr de esús to ortify ity , f e J f

further her he ound that ther had been another utiny an ecu-. T e f e m , ex
ations tion, r .a fig , a ge

furious le brok his anchor ca le, and the oA ga e b
as ept to sea with Sarmiento and his cr board. hirty-fourw sw ew a T

days later after having xperienced xtreme cold and hunger that as, e e w
so eat the cr survi ed gnawing on leather Sarmiento arri edgr ew v by , v
in Brazil.

Diego de Riber had left some stores at Rio de aneir that Sara J o -
miento no dispatched to the strait in sma supply ship In ernam-w a ll . P

uco he secured his wn esse and mor adequate pr visions Heb , o v l e o .
headed south with them, ut as shipwrec ed Bahia. All as lost,b w k of w
and Sarmiento bruised and leeding, made it to shor on tw boards, b e o
nailed to ether He then eassembled mor stores and essel, deparg . r e a v

anuar 1585 om there, he headed to the strait, ing Rio onf J y , . Fr
ut encountered terrible storm. Se en ks later he as bacb a v wee , w k

Rio after having had to jettison most of his supplies only to in its,
.por Itt r e

lso had failed to eac the desperate colonists Sarmiento set bouta r h . a
epairing his dama ed ship cannibalizing an old wrec or nails andr g , k f

as obtained from Bahia and w grfi . capturing tw by oT
hales in the harbor But the months dr ed and he had to facew . agg by,

down yet another mutiny.
Sarmiento decided to see mor cacious assistance in Spain. k e ef

On ears after the Santa María de Cas-o yJ 1586 mor 22, , e
tr had been lown out of the Strait of Ma llan, frustrated Sar o b ge a -

32. Spate, he Spanish La 271 74T ke,
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sighted a longboat, and his men came down to the beach for the joyful 
reunion, some crawling on their hands and knees. 

Mar 25 On March 25, 1584, Sarmiento founded his second settlement, 
mon-Ciudad de Don Felipe (Town of Don Philip), named after his mon-

arch. It included a wooden church and magazine. The site was pali-
saded, and six cannon were mounted on a seaward bastion. A few 
crops were planted, and foraging provided meager results—rations 
wer e no w in extremely shor t supply . Sarmiento had to put down a 
conspiracy to seize the lone ship for an escape from the colony . HHee 
executed the ringleader. 

May 25, Sarmiento sailed for Nombre de Jesús to fortify it 
further. There he found that there had been another mutiny, an execu-
tion, a fight with hostile I sIndians, and a persisting sshor a off rations. 

On Ma 25 

Santa María de Castr 
was swept to sea with Sarmiento and his crew aboard. Thirty-four 
days later, after having experienced extreme cold and hunger that was 
so great the crew survived by gnawing on leather, Sarmiento arrived 
in Brazil.3232 

ht with hostile ndian and persisting hortat ge o 
A furious gale broke his anchor cable, and the Santa María de Castro 

Diego de Ribera had left some stores at Rio de Janeiro that Sar-
miento now dispatched to the strait in a small supply ship. In Pernam-
buco, he secured his own vessel and more adequate provisions. He 
headed south with them, but was shipwrecked of Bahia. All was lost, 
and Sarmiento, bruised and bleeding, made it to shore on two boards 
nailed together. He then reassembled more stores and a vessel, depart-t-
ing oforr Rio on January 1133, 1585. From there, he headed to the strait, 
but encountered a terrible storm. Seven weeks later, he was back iinn 

find 
port the rescue ship tthat he had ispatched he the previous December It 
also had failed to reach the desperate colonists. Sarmiento set about 
repairing his damaged ship, cannibalizing an old wreck for nails and 
fittings. ar was obtained from Bahia and grease 

Rio after having had to jettison most of his supplies, only to find in its 
the escue ship hat he had ddispatched t pr vious December. 

ttings aT r ease by capturing two 
whales in the harbor. But the months dragged by, and he had to face 
down yet another mutiny . 

une 22, 1586, more than tw 
tro had been blown out of the Strait of Magellan, a frustrated Sar-

Sarmiento decided to seek more efcacious assistance in Spain. 
On June than two years after the Santa María de Cas-

32. Spate, The Spanish Lake, 271–74. 
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miento miento depardeparted ted BaBahia hia on on aa PPorortuguese tuguese car caraavveell to to plead plead befbefor oree KingKing 
Philip Philip himsehimself lf ffor or aid aid ffor or the the no noww aabandoned bandoned colonists colonists.. It It wwas as at at thisthis 
point that his lifpoint that his life (or is it his sa e (or is it his sagga?) took a truly bizarra?) took a truly bizarre ture turn.n. 

TThe he car caraavveell wwas as seized seized near near the the AzorAzores es bbyy EngEnglish lish pri privvateers ateers inin 
the the service service of of Sir Sir WWaalter lter RRaaleigleigh. h. SarSarmiento miento arri arrivved ed in in Plymouth Plymouth asas aa 
prisoner prisoner on on the the last last da dayy of of AAugust. ugust. He He met met with with his his cacaptor ptor in in WWind-ind-
sor sor,, wwher heree they they con convversed ersed in in Latin. Latin. ClearClearly ly,, the the tw twoo men men wwer eree mormoree 
than than simply simply compatibcompatible. le. RRaaleig leighh listened listened to to SarSarmiento’s miento’s observobservationsations 
aabout bout the the Indies Indies with with rraapt pt attention, attention, rrefeferring, erring, in in his his book book Histor Historyy 
of of the the WW ororldld ,, to to his his prisoner prisoner as as aa “w“wo orrth thyy ggentleman.” entleman.” Of Of parparticular ticular 
interinterest est to to RRaaleig leighh wwer eree the the tatales les aabout bout El El DorDorado ado,, the the lost lost city city of of thethe 
Incas Incas,, in in farfar-o -off  GuyGuyana. ana. RRaaleig leighh wwould ould risk risk his his rreputation eputation and and liflifee 
in in the the quest quest ffor or it. it. SarSarmiento miento ther thereebbyy handed handed his his EngEnglish lish benefactorbenefactor 
aa truly truly poisoned poisoned cchahalice. lice. In In this this rregegarard, d, Clissold Clissold observobserves: es: “Ev“Even en inin 
cacaptiptivity vity,, SarSarmiento miento wwas as not not one one to to cease cease frfrom om pursuing pursuing his his oown wn will-will-
o’-the-wisp o’-the-wisp.. His His wwas as aa natur naturee wwhic hichh imparimparts ts to to others others the the ffervervor or ofof 
its its oown wn dedelusions lusions and and lurlures es them them on on to to the the quest, quest, wwhic hichh can can only only endend 
in tr in traaggedyedy.”.”3333 

RRalaleeiigghh wwaass ssoo iimmpprreesssseedd wwiitthh SSaarrmmiieennttoo tthhaatt hhee aarrrraannggeedd ffoorr 
bboth oth oof f tthem hem aa ppriri vvaate te aaudience udience wwith ith QQueen ueen EElizalizabbeth, eth, aallso so cconon --
dducted ucted iin n LLatin. atin. TThhe e ssubstance ubstance oof f ttheir heir eexxcchhangang ee iis s uunknonknowwn, n, bbuut t 
iit t sseems eems llikik eelly y tthat hat SSararmmiento iento wwaas s cchharar ggeed d wwith ith ssome ome ssoror tt oof f ddipip --
llomatic omatic mmission ission tto o KKing ing PPhilip—one hilip—one oof f aa sseries eries oof f aabbororttii vvee EEngngllish ish 
ppeace eace oovveerrttururees s tto o SSpain pain ddesigned esigned tto o hhead ead ooff  iimmppeennddiinngg hhoossttiilliittiieess 
bbetwetweeen en tthe he ttww oo ccountriesountries .. IIn n aany ny eevveent, nt, SSararmiento miento wwas as rreeleased leased 
ffrroom m ccustody ustody aand nd ggii vveen n the the rresouresources ces with with wwhichic h h to to trtr aavveel l to to Spain. Spain. 
HHe e fifirrsstt wweenntt ttoo PPaarriiss,, wwhheerree hhee mmeett wwiitthh BBeerrnnaarrddiinnoo ddee MMeennddoozzaa,, 
tthe he ffoorrmmer er SSpanish panish aambassador mbassador iin n LLondon ondon aand nd nnoo ww KKing ing PPhilip’s hilip’s 
rree pprree sseennttaattiivv ee iinn FFrraannccee.. HHee tthheenn hheeaaddeedd ssoouutthh,, bbuu tt wwaass iinntteerrcc eepptteedd 
aand nd iincarncarccereraated ted bbyy tthe he HHuguenot uguenot CCount ount oof f BBearearnn, , tthe he ffuturutur ee KKing ing 
HHenrenry y IV ofIV of  FFrraance. nce.

AA desperdesperate ate SarSarmiento miento wwould ould languish languish in in the the prison prison of of Mont Mont dede 
Marsan Marsan ffor or thr threeee yyears ears,, writing writing pleas pleas ffor or assistance assistance to to both both the the Eng-Eng-
lish queen, Elizabeth, and the Spanish king, Philip II. hile his wnW o
monar tarried, Queen Elizabeth and Sir lter leig dispatchedch Wa Ra h
the latter’s nephe to ance to plead (albeit unsuccessfully) or thew Fr f

33. Clissold, Conquistador 189,
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lish queen, Elizabeth, and the Spanish king, Philip II. While his own 
monarch tarried, Queen Elizabeth and Sir Walter Raleigh dispatched 
the latter’s nephew to France to plead (albeit unsuccessfully) for the 

33. Clissold, Conquistador, 189. 
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prisoner’sprisoner’s rr eellease. ease.3344 SarSarmiento’s miento’s imprisonment imprisonment trtranspiranspired ed wwhile hile thethe 
tw twoo EurEuropean opean po powwers ers squarsquared ed ooff  in in militar militaryy confrconfrontation, ontation, spear spear--
headed headed bbyy the the ill-fated ill-fated Spanish Spanish ArArmada mada ((15881588). ). It It wwas as not not until until 15901590   
that that King King Philip Philip fifinana lly lly decided decided to to rransom ansom his his incarincarcercerated ated subjectsubject ffoorr 
the amount of the amount of six thousand ducats and fsix thousand ducats and four seour select horseslect horses.. 

AA wwhite-hairhite-haired ed and and toothless toothless SarSarmiento miento aappearppeared ed befbefor oree PhilipPhilip 
in in El El EscoriaEscorial, l, ooffering ering to to or orgganize anize aa rreelief lief mission mission to to the the StrStrait ait ofof 
Ma Maggeellan, llan, totatotally lly una unawwar aree that that the the colony colony had had long long since since perished. perished. 
Indeed, Indeed, mor moree than than thr threeee yyears ears earearlier lier,, in in FFeebruar bruaryy of of 15871587,,  the the EngEnglish lish 
corsair corsair TThomas homas Ca Cavvendish, endish, commissioned commissioned bbyy the the EngEnglish lish cr croown wn inin 
15861586,,  at at twtwenty-six enty-six yyears ears of of aagge, e, to to ememulate ulate Dr Draakke’s e’s prpredations edations in in thethe 
Americas Americas,, enterentered ed the the strstrait ait with with thr threeee ships ships and and ffound ound bbut ut fififteen fteen menmen 
and and thr threeee wwomen omen survisurviving ving at at Nombr Nombree de de JJesús esús.. As As an an act act of of mermerccyy,, 
he he vvolunteerolunteered ed them them passa passagge, e, bbut ut wwhile hile they they ditherdithered ed oovver er wwhether hether toto 
accept accept thethe oofferer ofof aa herheretica eticall enemy enemy,, aa fafavvoorr aa bblle e wwind ind ffo orr trtraavversing ersing 
the the strstrait ait begbegan an to to bblo loww,, and and Ca Cavvendish endish opted opted to to ta takkee ad advvanta antaggee of of it.it. 
He did boar He did board d one Spaniarone Spaniar d d at Nombrat Nombr e e de Jde Jesús and then sailed on toesús and then sailed on to 
RRey ey Don Don FFeelipe. lipe. TTher heree he he ffoundound aa ccityity o off tthe he nnear ear dead, dead, inhainhabitedbited bbyy 
aa ffeeww emaciated emaciated and and prprostrostrate ate settlers settlers.. Ca Cavvendish endish stopped stopped only only longlong 
enoug enoughh to to seize seize the the cannons cannons that that SarSarmiento miento had had mounted mounted to to interinter--
dictdict thethe passapassaggee ofof interinterloperslopers thrthrougoughh thethe strstrait.ait. TThehe EngEnglishlish corsaircorsair 
rrecechristened hristened the the place place PPor ortt FFamine. amine. WWhen, hen, at at the the beginning beginning of of 11590590,  ,
the the EngEnglishman lishman Andr Andreeww Meric Merickk visited visited PPor ortt FFamine, amine, he he rremo emovved ed itsits 
sole sole survisurvi vvor or..335 5

After After eexiting xiting the the StrStrait ait of of Ma Maggeellan, llan, TThomas homas Ca Cavvendish endish prproo--
ceeded ceeded up up the the PPacifi acific c coast coast of of the the Americas Americas,, rraiding aiding totowns wns and and plun-plun-
dering dering nine nine Spanish Spanish ships ships aa long long the the wwaayy .. FF rroom m aa cacapturptured ed ship’s ship’s pilot, pilot, 
he he learlearned ned that that aa Manila Manila ggaalleon lleon wwas as scscheduled heduled to to arri arrivvee in in NueNuevvaa 
España España soon soon and and that that it it wwould ould lik likeely ly ma makkee its its fifirst rst Ne Neww WWororld ld land-land-
fa fallll at at CaCabo bo San San Lucas Lucas,, on on the the tip tip of of Baja Baja CaCalifliforornia. nia. It It wwas as ther theree thatthat 
CaCavve endish ndish ccar areeened ened his his tw twoo rreemaining maining s ships hips,, t the he Desir Desiree and and the the ConCon--
tenttent, in October of , in October of 15871587, and sent out patr, and sent out patrols to a ols to awwait the g ait the gaalleon. lleon. 

TThe he ship ship that that Ca Cavvendish endish aaww aited, aited, Santa Santa Ana Ana,, under under tthe he ccommand ommand 
of of the the Basque Basque TTomás omás de de Alzola, Alzola, had had left left the the Philippines Philippines aalong long withwith aa 

34. Adolf Lafar Lozano Los ascos en el descubrimiento colonización de Américav yo ga ,
(Bilbao : Editorial La Gran Enciclopedia Vasca, 1973), 175

35. Clissold, Conquistador 193 94 97, ,
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(Bilbao : Editorial La Gran Enciclopedia Vasca, 1973), 175. 
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sister ship San ancisco er wrec ed typhoonand both, Fr , w e k by a of
pan. he San ancisco as tota loss and the epaired Santa Ana w a l , rJa T Fr

contin ossing, arriving at Cabo San Lucas on No v
ber 1587 hundred men—and no heavily laden4, , o
cannons.

Desir and Content er le to lea Baja California thuse w e ab veT
loaded with plunder bent upon completing circumnavigation bac, a k
to England. hey er separated, and the Desir put into Guam or e fT w e
supplies Content as ne er hear ain. Ca endish eached from. T w v d ag v r
England of the Cape Good Hope on September just,by way 9,

months after the defeat of the Spanish Armada. hile nota few W ev
twenty-eight ears old as et, he as no both triumphant and quite y y w w

ealth He as celebrated and knighted Queen Elizabeth. By 1591,w y. w by
Ca endish had another commission as corsair or epeat perforv a f a r -
mance and launched his second xpedition to the Strait of Ma llan.e ge
Ho er this time, he as una le to eac the and etreated towev , w b r h P r
Brazil, her he lost most of his men in battle with the ortuguese.w e a P
Ca endish died of unknown causes at thirty-one on the eturv age r n
trip across the Atlantic.

ar censora ,w
public accountant, by . He continued to urge
dispatc to thelief ounded, h a re e fhe
seemingly still ignorant that it had perished. Clissold gi es us last v a
g har squadron of Sarmiento serving as admir in ofal c ge a
of lleons assigned to escor to the Ne orld. Neither his ga t a w W

Arcinieg maintainsa -nor its fate ha been ecorded. ve r R
miento as gi en command of esse in the summer of and 1592w v a v l
that he died hile sailing it to Lisbon from Sanlúcar de Barrameda.w
Clements Markham presents evidence that Sarmiento may have gone
to the Philippines hence edr Sarmiento commanded an unsuc-, w a P o
cessful xpedition designed to conquer Tidore. If that man as thee w
same protagonist of the bo account, then he proba ly died soona ve b
thereafter in Manila, since then, he as quite lderly.by w e

36. Despite the predations of Dr nine ears earlier the colonia authorities still emainedake y , l r
complacent regarding the security a orded by their monopoly of the “Spanish La e.”f k

37. Clissold, Conquistador 200,
38. Arciniega, edro Sarmiento 229P ,
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the 
Japan. The San Francisco was a total loss, and the repaired Santa Ana 
sister ship, the San Francisco , and both were wrecked by a typhoon of 

with treasur , twt o 
cannons.3636 

ued its Pacifi c cr em-continued its Pacific crossing, arriving at Cabo San Lucas on Novem-
ber 4, 1587, heavily laden with treasuree, w hundred men—and no 

1588 
a few months after the defeat of the Spanish Armada. While not e evenn 
twenty-eight years old as yet, he was now both triumphant and quite 
wealth y. He was celebrated and knighted by Queen Elizabeth. By 1591, 
Cavendish had another commission as a corsair for a repeat perfor-
mance and launched his second expedition to the Strait of Magellan. 

hThee Desire and Content thus were able to leave Baja California 
loaded with plunder, bent upon completing a circumnavigation back 
to England. They wer e separated, and the Desire put into Guam for 
supplies. hThee Content was never heard from again. Cavendish reached 
England by way of the Cape Good Hope on September 9, 1588, just 

acifi cHowever, this time, he was unable to reach the Pacific and retreated to 
Brazil, where he lost most of his men in a battle with the Portuguese. 
Cavendish died of unknown causes at age thirty-one on the return 
trip across the Atlantic. 

the Council off tthehe IIndies He continued to urge 
dispatch ooff a relief expedition to the colony hat had founded, 

eturning to Spain, Sarmiento was ppointed as a censor, 
public accountant, by the Council o ndies. 

AAfterfter returning to Spain, Sarmiento as appointed as 

that he had 
seemingly still ignorant that it had perished. Clissold gives us a last 
glimpse

xpedition colony t

limpse of Sarmiento serving as admiral in charge of a squadron 
fleet 

nor its fate have been recorded.37 Rosa that Sar 
miento was given command of a vessel in the summer of 1592 and 
that he died while sailing it to Lisbon from Sanlúcar de Barrameda.38 38

Clements Markham presents evidence that Sarmiento may have gone 
to the Philippines, whence a Pedro Sarmiento commanded an unsuc-
cessful expedition designed to conquer Tidore. If that man was the 
same protagonist of the above account, then he probably died soon 
thereafter in Manila, since by then, he was quite elderly . But But prprecise ecise

of galleons assigned to escort a fleet to the New World. Neither his 
37 osa Arciniega maintains that Sar-

36. Despite the predations of Drake nine years earlier, the colonial authorities still remained 
complacent regarding the security aforded by their monopoly of the “Spanish Lake.” 

37. Clissold, Conquistador, 200. 
38. Arciniega, Pedro Sarmiento, 229. 
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information egarding Sarmiento’s demise is as lacking as that or hisr f
early years.

he ords of Samue Eliot Morison perhaps best summarize theT w l
career of this extraordinary man:

edr Sarmiento de Gamboa, in addition to his literar gifts pr edP o y , ov
to be an xper and cour eous soldier mariner and navigator Hee t ag , , .
kne the secret of command, humoring his men as far as the state ofw
things llo ed, winning their confidence; and he as nota ly equippeda w w b
with that indomita le perse erance hic deserves thoug it does notb v w h , h

ys win, success he one thing that he could not cope withalwa . T w
being placed under the orders of tric incompetent courtier hoa ky, w

as lso ru arw a a fan and a cow d [Flores]; as if Magellan had been made
subordinate to Carta ena. Under this impossible handica he didg p a l
that he could to ortify the Strait, and it as not his fault that the arri-f w g
sons er left to perish. sincer Christian, he attributed his escapesw e A e a l
from marine disaster to the Hea enly Host, and his lo lty to the kingv ya
ne er ered. No mor truehearted, lo l, and br man er sailedv wav e ya ave ev
the far-o  seasf .

ailed ColoniesF
Álvar de Mendaña ma ha been an ine ectua leader ut he couldo y ve f l , b
ne er be faulted or lac of persistence. Outmaneuvered and discred-v f k
ited edr Sarmiento de Gamboa in the aftermath of their failedby P o
Isle of Solomon enture, Mendaña ne er linquished his dream ofv v re
eturning to the South Indeed, at times he as erzealous inr P . , w ov

pursuing it. On tw occasions he as actually imprisoned icero , w by V oy
atlik ly his , ageeT In 1574f,

thirty-four Mendaña obtained ppr from Madrid or ne, royal a oval f a w
ve w en named ev (go ernor) of the 

mons Ho er oledo emained at his post in eru until 1581 and . wev , T r P
continued throughout his ter to frustrate the orts of the ould-bem ef w
xplorer oledo’s successor as vicer García Hurtado de Mendoza,e . T oy,
as mor fa or ly disposed to Medaña’s project. Ne ertheless thew e v ab v ,

39.39. SamSamueuell Eliot Eliot Morison, Morison, TThe he EurEuropean opean Disco Discovver eryy of of AmericaAmerica,, vvol. ol. 2,, TThe he Souther Southernn VVooy-y-
agageses, A.D, A.D.. 14921492–16161616  (Ne(New Yw Yorork: Oxfk: Oxforord Uni d Univversity Prersity Press ess,, 19741974), ), 706706–7.. 

40. 40. AmancioAmancio Landín Landín CarrCarrasco asco and and LuisLuis SáncSánchez hez Masiá, Masiá, ““Ar Arcchipiéhipiélalagos gos de de MarMarquesas quesas yy 
Santa Cruz,” in Santa Cruz,” in DescubrimientosDescubrimientos, Landín Carr, Landín Carrasco et aasco et al., l., 2:583583.  
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information regarding Sarmiento’s demise is as lacking as that for his 
early years. 

The words of Samuel Eliot Morison perhaps best summarize the 
career of this extraordinary man: 

Pedro Sarmiento de Gamboa, in addition to his literary gifts, proved 
to be an expert and courageous soldier, mariner, and navigator. He 
knew the secret of command, humoring his men as far as the state of 
things allowed, winning their confidence; and he was notably equipped 
with that indomitable perseverance which deserves, though it does not 
always win, success. The one thing that he could not cope with awass 
being placed under the orders of a tricky, incompetent courtier who 
was also a rufan and a coward [Flores]; as if Magellan had been made 
subordinate to Cartagena. Under this impossible handicap he did l all 
that he could to fortify the Strait, and it was not his fault that the garri-

l sons were left to perish. A sincere Christian, he attributed all his escapes 
from marine disaster to the Heavenly Host, and his loyalty to the king 
never wavered. No more truehearted, loyal, and brave man ever sailed 
the far-o f seas .39 39 

Failed Colonies 
Álvaro de Mendaña may have been an inefectual leader, but he could 
never be faulted for lack of persistence. Outmaneuvered and discred-
ited by Pedro Sarmiento de Gamboa in the aftermath of their failed 
Isle of Solomon venture, Mendaña never relinquished his dream of 

acifi creturning to the South Pacific. Indeed, at times, he was overzealous in 
pursuing it. On two occasions, he was actually imprisoned by Viceroy 

oT led likely or his iimpatience and mper inence.40 , at age ooledo, for mpatience and iimpert tinence.40 In 1574 
thirty-four, Mendaña obtained royal approval from Madrid for a new 
expedition nd was delantado v Solo-xpedition aand as even named aadelantado (go ernor) of the Solo-
mons. However, Toledo remained at his post in Peru until 1581 and 
continued throughout his term to frustrate the eforts of the would-be 
explorer. Toledo’s successor as viceroy, García Hurtado de Mendoza, 
was more favorably disposed to Medaña’s project. Nevertheless, the 

https://impertinence.40
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it was shared fully only by the friars and probably by Quirós. A large
majority of the contingent, including many of the supposed settlers,

the irresistible quest ortune. Instead of mor influencedw e by f f
a 1567 rumors of the fa u-e , b
lous wealth of the Solomons had actually persisted.

In sum, Mendaña no commanded an initiati that as rifw ve w e
with cross-purposes In the ent, as Spate ould note, “In ‘the. ev w all
tr gica histor of the Sea’ ther can scarcely be mor moving anda l y e a e
terrible stor than that of Mendaña’s second, and last, e, unlessy voyag
it be Sarmiento’s lingering disaster in the Straits.”

T e tw smallerlleons and tw es-o ga o v
sels 1595 to the porIt sailed northwar ar , A 9, . d w d t

. T ,r he camp masterof oP long the a way
man named Manrique, pr ed to be particularly quarr lsome anda ov e

so ed dissension. At aita, Quirós the hief pilot, lmost bandonedw P , c a a
une 16 the J ,his post. On f v

made good pr ess coming upon oup of islands that Mendañaogr , a gr
declared to be his Solomons—ther displaying his questiona leeby b

41. Spate, he Spanish La 126T ke,
42. Ibid., 127
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prprepareparations ations ffor or it it seemed seemed interintermina minabble. le. It It ww as as not not until until 15951595, , nnear earlly y 
thrthre ee e decades decades after after the the fifirst rst eexplorxploration ation of of the the Solomons Solomons ((15671567),  ), that that 
the nethe new ew expedition wxpedition was launcas launched.hed. 

By By then, then, Mendaña, Mendaña, wwhile hile himsehimself lf aa Leonese, Leonese, had had married married thethe 
rredoubta edoubtabble le GaGalician lician IsaIsabe bell BarrBarreto eto,, wwho ho,, aalong long with with her her thrthre ee e brbrothoth--
ers ers and and aa sister sister,, joined joined the the eexpedition. xpedition. Many Many of of the the eexpeditionxpedition’s ’s mem-mem-
bers bers,, incincluding luding PPedr edroo FFerernández nández de de QuirQuirós ós (Queir (Queiróóz), z), the the subsequentsubsequent 
commander commander of of his his oown wn prprobe obe of of South South PPacifi acificc wwaters aters,, wwer eree PPorortu-tu-
guese. guese. Suc Suchh aa Hispano-Luso Hispano-Luso parpartnership tnership wwas as furfurtherthered ed bbyy the the unit-unit-
ing ing of of the the tw twoo countries countries in in 15801580,,  aallbeit beit iinn aa trtrouboubled led union, union, not not to to 
mention mention bbyy the the consider consideraabble le deg degrreee e of of linguistic linguistic and and cultur culturaall aaffnitynity 
betwbetween Gaeen Galicia and Plicia and Porortug tugaal.l. 

It It wwas as Mendaña’s Mendaña’s plan plan to to rretur eturnn to to the the Solomons Solomons to to assume assume hishis 
post aspost as aadelantado delantado and and rr esume the sear esume the searcch h ff or the souther or the southern n continent. continent. 
TThhee rraanks nks o off tthe he pparartticipants icipants iinc ncl ludeduded aabout bout one one hundrhundred ed intending intending 
settlers settlers and and tw twoo FFrranciscans anciscans.. Ho Howweevver er,, wwhile hile it it seems seems cclear lear that that thethe 
“ci“civilizing” vilizing” mission mission rremained emained parparamount amount in in the the commander’s commander’s mind,mind, 
it was shared fully only by the friars and probably by Quirós. A large 
majority of the contingent, including many of the supposed settlers, 

awass more influenced by the irresistible quest oforr fortune. Instead of 
babatingating after tthe isastroous xpedition o after he ddisastr us expedition off 1567, rumors of the fabu-

lous wealth of the Solomons had actually persisted.4141 

In sum, Mendaña now commanded an initiative that was rife 
with cross-purposes. In the event, as Spate would note, “In all ‘the 
tragical history of the Sea’ there can scarcely be a more moving and 
terrible story than that of Mendaña’s second, and last, voyage, unless 

x consisting off two galleons and two smaller ves-
sels, lleft Callao on April 9, 1595. It sailed northward toward the port 

it be Sarmiento’s lingering disaster in the Straits.”42 42 

hThee expedition,pedition, consisting o 

of Paita, equisitioning prov he camp master 
eft Callao on pril 

aita, requisitioning pr isions . T , visions along the way 
a man named Manrique, proved to be particularly quarrelsome and 
sowed dissension. At Paita, Quirós, the chief pilot, almost abandoned 

South A 
made good progress, coming upon a group of islands that Mendaña 
declared to be his Solomons—thereby displaying his questionable 

June 16, the s sail m outh merica nd his post. On four our vesseesse l ls set set sail frfroom S America a and 

41. Spate, The Spanish Lake, 126. 
42. Ibid., 127. 
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navigationa skills hile they er in the right latitude, they er l . W w e w e
yr vstill 50 deg ees longitude from his earlier disco er .

he initia hang between the Europeans and nati es ollo edT l exc e v f w
the esta lished patter of pr vious xperience. Mutua curiosity soonb n e e l

to the indigenes’ erly enthusiastic and easily misinterpretedgave way ov
ad ances hese, in turn, trig ered violent esponse. he xpeditionv . T g a r T e
mo ed from island to island er the next tw ks hic timev ov o wee , by w h
(as Quirós ould ecount in his subsequent written eport) the toll ofw r r
slain nati es stood at bout tw hundred. her as the particularlyv a o T e w
infamous case of Spaniard, simply intent upon demonstrating hisa
marksmanship killing with single shot both nati and the hild, a a ve c
he was holding.44

Mendaña ealized his navigationa error and named the islandr l
oup of his latest disco er the Marquesas de Mendoza (after eru’sgr v y P

vicer y). In summing up the xpedition to this point, Ernest Dodgo e S. e
observes “Mendaña’s disco er of the Marquesas Islands en, v y w ev
mor disastrous or the olynesians than his disco er of the e f P v y
mons had been for their Melanesian brothers.”

He set sail ain ag gry emaining r
distance to the Solomons On ugust or he promised landfa , ll by. A 8 9
nightfall. et it ould be another month, not until September that ,Y w 8
the xpedition eached another significant island oup compli-e r gr . To
cate matters the Santa Cruz Islands (as they ould become known),, w

er co ered with smok caused olcanic eruption. In the midstw e v e by a v
182, ,ofof this the lmiranta , a

became separated fr gship and was ne er seen a ain.v g
laimed to c recognize the island (Ndeni) and Mendaña fi

called it Santa Cruz. After series of tense encounters with the curi-a
ous nati es that esulted in the death of se er l, the Europeans entv r v a w
ashor at Mendaña ordered theplace they called Graciosa Ba .e a y
ounding of permanent settlement and then emained boar hisf a r a d

gship hile the colony as under construction. By then, ther asfla w w e w
palpa le dissension in the anks er content with the undaneb r . Few w e m

43.43. Ibid.,Ibid., 128128. 
44.44. ErErnestnest SS.. DodgDodge, e, Islands Islands and and EmpirEmpires: es: WWester esternn Impact Impact on on the the PPacifi acificc and and East East AsiaAsia 

(Minnea(Minneapolis: Uni polis: Univversity of ersity of Minnesota PrMinnesota Press ess,, 19761976), ), 1818.  
45.45. Ibid.,Ibid., 1818. 
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navigational skills. While they were in the right latitude, they were 
y43 43 r v still 50 deg ees longitude from his earlier disco er . 

The initial exchange between the Europeans and natives followed 
the established pattern of previous experience. Mutual curiosity soon 
gave way to the indigenes’ overly enthusiastic and easily misinterpreted 
advances. These, in turn, triggered a violent response. The expedition 
moved from island to island over the next two weeks, by which time 
(as Quirós would recount in his subsequent written report) the toll of 
slain natives stood at about two hundred. There was the particularly 
infamous case of a Spaniard, simply intent upon demonstrating his 
marksmanship, killing with a single shot both a native and the child 
he was holding.44 

Mendaña realized his navigational error and named the island 
group of his latest discovery the Marquesas de Mendoza (after Peru’s 
viceroy). In summing up the expedition to this point, Ernest S. Dodge 
observes, “Mendaña’s discovery of the Marquesas Islands awass even 

Solo-more disastrous for the Polynesians than his discovery of the Solo-

and yet rossly restimated t under the remaining 
distance to the Solomons . On August 8 or 9, he promised landfall by 
nightfall. Yet it would be another month, not until September 8, that 
the expedition reached another significant island group. To compli-
cate matters, the Santa Cruz Islands (as they would become known), 
were covered with smoke caused by a volcanic eruption. In the midst 

mons had been for their Melanesian brothers.”45 45 

He set sail and et again g ossly unde estimated he 

S Santa Isabel with its its c e ent of persons of this, the almiranta continganta Isabel, with onting nt 182 persons, 
om the fl a

Mendaña ecognize the first island (Ndeni) and 
called it Santa Cruz. After a series of tense encounters with the curi-
ous natives that resulted in the death of several, the Europeans went 
ashore at a place they called Graciosa Bay . Mendaña ordered the 
founding of a permanent settlement and then remained aboard his 
flagship while the colony was under construction. By then, there was 
palpable dissension in the ranks. Few were content with the mundane 

became separated from the flagship and was never seen again. 
claimed to r rst 
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46.46. Spate,Spate, TThe Spanish La he Spanish Lakkee,, 128128..  
47. 47. CeCelsus lsus KKeelly lly,, CaCalendar lendar of of Documents: Documents: Spanish Spanish VVooyyagages es in in the the South South PPacifi acificc frfrom om AlvAlvararoo 

de de Mendaña Mendaña to to Alejandr Alejandroo MaMalaspinalaspina 1567 1567–1794 1794 and and the the FFrranciscan anciscan Missionar Missionaryy Plans Plans ffor or thethe 
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association with Arassociation with Arcchi hivve Ibere Ibero-Americano o-Americano,, 19651965), ), 399399– 409409.. 
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task task of of bbuilding uilding an an aaggricultur riculturaall colony colony .. Indeed,Indeed, QQuirui róós s wwould ould accuseaccuse 
some some of of them them of of dedeliberliberateately ly slaugslaughtering htering nati nativves es in in ororder der to to pr proovvokokee 
attacattacks ks that that wwould ould destr destrooyy the the flfledgedg ling ling initiati initiativve. e. Camp Camp master master Man-Man-
rique rique pr proovved ed to to be be the the prprominent ominent mamalcontent, lcontent, wwhose hose insuborinsubordinationdination 
borborderdereded uupon pon mmuutinytiny .. He He ororderdered ed puniti punitivvee rraids aids aaggainst ainst the the nati nativveses 
on on his his oown wn authority authority .. One One of of his his aides aides ignorignored ed Mendaña’s Mendaña’s specifi specific c 
instruction instruction not not to to har harmm MaMalope, lope, the the friendly friendly loca locall cchief hief.. TThat hat samesame 
da dayy,, prproba obabbly ly in in rretaetaliation liation and and at at the the insistence insistence of of Doña Doña IsaIsabe bell andand 
the the BarrBarretos etos brbrothers others,, Mendaña Mendaña had had Manrique Manrique and and aa ffeello lloww instiginstiga-a-
tor killed and betor killed and beheaded.headed. 

DishearDisheartened tened bbyy the the ruinous ruinous outcome outcome of of his his failed failed drdream, eam, onon 
OctoberOctober 1188,,  Mendaña Mendaña died. died. His His will will and and testament testament named named his his brbrotherother--
in-la in-laww,, LorLorenzo enzo BarrBarreto eto,, as as cacaptain ptain ggener eneraall of of the the eexpedition xpedition and and hishis 
wifwife, e, Doña Doña IsaIsabebel, l, heirheiress ess of of the the title title adelantado adelantado of of the the Solomons Solomons.. 
LorLorenzo enzo,, ho howweevver er,, soon soon succumbed succumbed to to aa wwound ound rrecei eceivved ed in in combatcombat 
with with the the islanders islanders,, and and QuirQuirós ós assumed assumed eeffecti ectivvee command. command. Mor Moraalele 
wwas as furfurther ther underundermined mined wwhen hen the the eexpeditionxpedition’s ’s FFrranciscan anciscan vicar vicar dieddied 
shorshortly after conftly after confessing Loressing Lorenzoenzo.. 

Illness Illness then then brbrok okee out out among among the the EurEuropeans opeans,, and and bbyy No Novvemberember 
77,, wwhhen en tthey hey aabbandoned andoned tthe he ssettlement ettlement tto o mmoo vvee oon n boaboar rdd their their shipships s,, 
ther theree wwer eree bbut ut fififteen fteen heahealth lthyy men men in in aall. ll. On On No Novvember ember 1818,, aa scantscant 
tw twoo months months after after their their arri arrivvaall at at the the inainaptly ptly named named GrGraciosa aciosa Ba Bayy,, thethe 
survi survivvor’s or’s of of Mendaña’s Mendaña’s disastrdisastrous ous second second vvooyyaaggee set set sail sail ffor or ManilaManila 
under under QuirQuirós’s ós’s command. command. TThat hat vvooyyaaggee wwould ould ta takkee them them nearnearly ly twtwoo 
months months and and wwould ould prproduce oduce an an adadditiona ditionall fififty fty deaths deaths in in the the rranksanks.. 
Consequently Consequently,, bbyy this this time, time, of of the the nearnearly ly ffour our hundrhundred ed persons persons wwhoho 
left left PPaita aita the the pr preevious vious JJune, une, aallll bbut ut one one hundrhundred ed had had either either perishedperished 
or or disadisappearppeared.ed.446 6

None None of of the the kkey ey fifigurgur es es in in the the accounts accounts of of Mendaña’s Mendaña’s second second 
eexxpedition pedition wweerr ee Basque. Basque. Ho Howweevveerr ,, wwee migmight ht note note that that the the sursurname name 
eevidence vidence sug sugggests ests that that as as mmuc uchh asas 1010  perpercent cent of of thethe eexxpedition pedition wwaas s ofof 
possibpossible or prle or proba obabble Basque descent.le Basque descent.4477 
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Vizcaíno 

Mean hile, in the North acifiMeanwhile, in the North Pacific, having been burned twice by Eng-
lish corsairs Spanishlish corsairs, Spanish ofcialdom was now quite sensitive to the need 
fo ke for better security along the Manila run. There was a keen interest 
in esta lishing ortifi in establishing a fortified presence somewhere along the California 
coast, both to esupply and to protect from corsairs the cr ws of coast, both to resupply and to protect from corsairs the crews of 
the Manila lleons ea ened as they er their acifi the Manila galleons, weakened as they were by their Pacific cross-
inging.4848 reSo careful exploration and mapping of Alta California became 
a priority.a priority 

Consequently 1594, one one of of the pilots the pilots on on the the Santa Santa A a nAna, t e hthe Consequently, inin 1594 
PoPortuguese Sebastião Rodrigues Soromenho (Sebastián Rodríguez 
Cermeño), in command of the Manila galleon San 
ordered to explore the California coast along his way to Nueva 
Cermeño), in command of the Manila lleon San A nítsugAgustín, was 

España. He arri ed at Dr es Ba to the south of oint eyes in España. He arrived at Drakes Bay to the south of Point Reyes in 
Alta California on November Alta California on No ember 4, 1595 smaller 1595. He then constructedHe then constructed a smaller 
craft to xplor the coast with his xhausted and emaciated cr craft to explore the coast with his exhausted and emaciated crew. 
Th s. Wh 
unclear, the San Agustín was lost somehow, along with its treasure. 
They were at the mercy of hostile Indians. While the details remain 
unclear the San Agustín 
Cermeño and battered survi ors arri ed in Nue España in 
Janu the futility of “exploring” 
with a large treasure ship.49 

Cermeño and a few battered survivors arrived in Nueva España in 
January of 15961596— vah—ha g niving d artsnomedemonstr d etated the futility of “exploring” 
with a lar e treasure ship 49 

Sebastián de izcaíno “a Basque soldier of unusua talent,” Sebastián de Vizcaíno, “a Basque soldier of unusual talent,” 
according to Richard F. Pourade,50 according to Richar ourade,50  had remained in  Nueva España 
after the Santa Ana after the Santa Ana  debacle.  For  his  former  losses  and  service,  he 
petitioned the go ernment to be put in command of Manila petitioned the government to be put in command of a Manila gall--
leon, ut as gi en the lesser ar of ppointment as ma or of leon, but was given the lesser reward of appointment as mayor of 
TeTehuantepec. He then formed a commercial company for explora-
tion and colonization of the Gulf of California. He planned to tar ettion and colonization of the Gulf of California. He planned to target 



 

ve FF
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iits ts rreeputed puted ppearearll-ric-ric hh ooyyster ster bbeds eds wwhhile ile mmining ining ffor or sasalt, lt, gold, gold, and and 
ssilvilveerr, , as was w eelll. l.

On On No Novvember ember 1616,,  15931593,,  VViicer cerooyy VVeellasco asco iissued ssued VViizcaíno zcaíno anan eexxccllu-u-
si sivvee contrcontract act (good (good ffor or ffour our yyears) ears) to to eexploit xploit the the ten ten lealeagues gues of of coastacoastall 
ararea ea frfrom om La La NaNavidad vidad to to CaCalifliforornia. nia. At At the the end end of of that that terterm, m, aa rreporeportt 
wwas as to to be be fifiled, led, and, and, if if satisfactor satisfactoryy,, the the license license could could be be eextendedxtended ffoor r 
an an adadditiona ditionall sixteen sixteen yyears ears.. TThe he cr croown wn wwas as to to rrecei eceivvee one-fifth one-fifth ofof aallll 
ggains ains.. AnyAnyone one wwho ho violated violated VVizcaíno’s izcaíno’s concession concession wwould ould ha havvee his his vves-es-
sesels ls and and carcargo go seized seized (to (to be be didivided vided betwbetween een the the cr croown wn and and licenselicense 
holders) befholders) beforore being banished fre being banished from Neom New w Spain.Spain.551 1

TThe he depardepartur turee of of an an eexpedition xpedition wwas as dedela layyed ed ffor or tw twoo yyears ears wwhilehile 
VVizcaíno izcaíno and and his his parpartners tners coped coped with with aa series series of of leg legaall aalterltercations cations andand 
fifinancianancia ll di diffculties culties.. It It wwas as in in the the summer summer of of 15961596   that that thethe ththr reeee vveess--
sesels ls left left AcaAcapulco pulco,, nornorthwthwar ardd bound. bound. TTher heree wwer eree 230230  men men in in aall, ll, manymany 
intending intending colonists colonists accompanied accompanied bbyy spouses spouses and and cchildrhildren. en. TTher heree wwereree 
fifivvee FFrranciscananciscan friarsfriars,, asas wweell,ll, toto ministerminister toto thethe spirituaspirituall needsneeds ofof thethe 
EurEuropeans wopeans while e hile evvang angeelizing the lizing the IndiansIndians ..52 52

After After landing landing near near the the tip tip of of Baja Baja and and being being wweellll rrecei eceivved ed initiainitiallylly 
bbyy the the Indians Indians,, VVizcaíno izcaíno esta estabblished lished his his ne neww colony colony at at La La PPaz az on on aaboutbout 
the the site site of of CorCortés’s tés’s ill-fated ill-fated 15351535   settlement. settlement. Almost Almost immediateimmediately ly,, he he
faced faced dissension dissension in in his his rranks anks as as many many of of the the settlers settlers despairdespaired ed thatthat 
the the place place wwas as suita suitabble le ffor or aaggriculturriculture. e. Some Some wwanted anted to to rretur eturnn imme-imme-
diatediately ly ffor or Nue Nuevvaa España. España. VVizcaíno izcaíno prprococlaimed laimed that that any any deserdesertersters 
wwould ould be be eexxecuted ecuted and and ororderdered ed construction construction of of houses houses in in his his aabsence.bsence. 
On On October October 33,, hehe took took tw twoo vvesseessels ls,, the the San San JJoseoseph ph and and the the TTrrees s RReey yeess ,, 
and and prproceeded oceeded nornorthwthwar ardd to to eexplor xploree the the coast coast in in sear searcchh of of pearpearls ls andand 
prprecious ecious metametals ls.. TThey hey became became separseparated ated in in aa stor stormm and, and, on on Octo-Octo-
ber ber 1313,,   he he and and the the cr creeww of of the the San San JJoseoseph ph wweerr ee enticed enticed ashorashoree bbyy 
some some wweelcoming lcoming Indians Indians.. Initia Initiall peaceful peaceful trtrade ade quicquickly kly eevvolvolved ed intointo 
aa confrconfrontation. ontation. VVizcaíno izcaíno and and aabout bout twtwenty-fi enty-fivvee men men made made it it bac backk 
toto the the sship hip,, lealeavingving aa liklikee nnumber umber on on shor shoree toto aawwaait it the the rreetur turnn of of the the 
sole sole longlongboat. boat. RRather ather than than rretretreat eat immediateimmediately ly,, the the master master ser serggeanteant 
decided decided to to do do battle. battle. FFor or the the nenext xt hour hour,, he he ignorignored ed VVizcaíno’s izcaíno’s shoutedshouted 
ororder der to to come come aaboarboard. d. TThen, hen, wwhen hen the the SpaniarSpaniards ds wwer eree attac attackkeded bbyy fifivvee 
hundrhundred ed Indians Indians,, it it wwas as too too late. late. TThe he longlongboat boat wwas as lost, lost, and and nineteennineteen 

51. Mathes, Vizcaíno and Spanish Expansion, 27–28. 
52. Ibid., 30–34. 
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of of VVizcaíno’s izcaíno’s men men dr droowned wned in in their their heaheavy vy ararmor mor.. Six Six wwounded ounded onesones 
mana managged ed to to sswim wim to to the the San San JJoseosephph .. He He named named the the place place PuerPuerto to de de
la la MuerMuerte te (P(Por ortt of of Death). Death). LacLacking king aa landing landing boat, boat, VVizcaíno izcaíno no noww hadhad 
no cno choice bhoice but to rut to retureturn to the colony—arrin to the colony—arriving therving there on October e on October 1818. . 

MMeanean wwhhile, ile, cconstruction onstruction hhad ad pprrooceeded ceeded aappace. ace. BBut ut tthen, hen, oon n OOctocto--
bber er 2211, ,  aa sstrtroong ng wwind ind bbllee ww ssparparkks s ffrroom m aa ccook ook fifirree iinnttoo aa tthhaattcchheedd rrooooff,, 
aand nd hhaallf f oof f tthe he nnee ww sstructurtructurees s wweerr ee bbuurrnned ed tto o tthe he ggrroound—aund—allong ong wwith ith
aa ssubstantiaubstantia ll aamount mount oof f tthe he eexxpeditionpedition’’s s ssuppliesupplies .. SSo o oon n OOctober ctober 2288,, 
VViizzccaaíínnoo aabbaannddoonneedd tthhee ccoolloonnyy aanndd sseenntt ttwwoo vveesssseellss bbaacckk ttoo NNuueevvaa 
EEspaña. spaña. HHe e tthen hen hheaded eaded nnorortth h aaggaain in wwith ith tthe he SSan an JJoosesepph h tto o ccontinontinuue e 
hhis is eexxplorploraationstions .. TThhis is nnee ww iinitiatinitiati vvee pprr oovveed d tto o bbe e aas s sstartar--crcroossed ssed aas s aal ll l
oof f hhis is oothersthers .. IIt t bbarar eelly y ssurviurvi vveed d aa ssee vveerr ee sstortormm, , aand nd tthen hen ssomeone omeone ssaa bb--
ootata ggeed d tthe he vveessesse ll bbyy bboring oring aa hhole ole iin n iits ts hhull—an ull—an aattempt ttempt tto o ffoorrcce e tthe he 
ccommander ommander tto o aabbandon andon ffururtther her pprroobing bing oof f tthe he uunknonknowwn. n. VViizcaíno zcaíno 
wwaass uunnaabbllee ttoo iiddeennttiiffyy tthhee ccuullpprriitt((ss)).. AAfftteerr hhee rreeppaaiirreedd tthhaatt ddaammaaggee 
tto o tthe he SSan an JJoosese pph h ,, tthe he vveessesse ll ddee vveelloped oped sserious erious rrududdder er iissuesssues .. IIt t wwaas s 
ttherhereeffoorr ee ddecided ecided tto o hhead ead ssoutheast, outheast, aand nd oon n NNoo vveember mber 1177,  , tthe he ccoast oast 
oof f NNueue vvaa EEspaña spaña wwaas s ssigighhted. ted. OOn n DDecember ecember 77,,   tthe he SSan an JJoosesepphh  lliimmppeedd 
iinto to the pornto to the port t ofof  SaSallaaggua, and the aua, and the abbororttii vve e mission wmission waas os o vveerr ..5533 

Bac Backk in in Nue Nuevvaa España, España, VVizcaíno izcaíno fifiled led his his rrepor eportt with with the the neneww 
vicer vicerooyy,, Gaspar Gaspar de de Zuñig Zuñigaa yy Ace Acevvedo edo (the (the fififth fth Count Count of of MonterMonterey).ey). 
He He bblamed lamed his his failur failuree upon upon bad bad wweather eather and and rreitereiterated ated his his bebelief lief thatthat 
ther theree wwer eree vvast ast ricriches hes to to be be had had in in the the nornorth. th. He He askasked ed that that his his man-man-
date be edate be expanded:xpanded: 

VVizcaíno izcaíno then then askasked ed ffor or thirthirty-fi ty-fivvee thousand thousand pesos pesos ffor or supplies supplies,, shipsships,, 
and and fifittings ttings to to be be obtained obtained under under supervision supervision of of aa rrooyyaall ooffciacial, l, anan 
encomienda encomienda of of Indians Indians ffor or fifivvee ggenerenerations ations ffor or eac eachh settler settler,, the the title title andand 
priprivilegvileges es of of an an hidahidalgo lgo of of Castilla Castilla and and León León ffor or eac eachh settler settler,, eexxemptionemption 
frfrom om carcargo go or or sasales les taxtaxes es ffor or thirthirty ty yyears ears,, placement placement of of the the ararea ea con-con-
querquered ed under under dirdirect ect vicerviceregegaall jurisdiction, jurisdiction, and and the the supplying supplying ofof goodsgoods 
at at prices prices paid paid bbyy Manila Manila ships ships.. In In rretureturn, n, VVizcaíno izcaíno aaggrreed eed to to tatakkee fifivvee 
ships ships with with arartiller tilleryy,, one one hundrhundred ed and and fififty fty ararmed med men, men, di divvers ers and and pearpearll 
fifishing shing equipment, equipment, aa yyear’s ear’s rrations ations,, rreeligious ligious orornaments naments,, and and gifts gifts fforor 
the the Indians Indians,, as as wweel ll l as as to to pa payy to to the the Cr Croown wn one-fifth one-fifth of of the the vvaalue lue ofof 
pearpearls ls and and miner mineraals ls,, one-tenth one-tenth of of the the fifish sh ta takken, en, barr barreeled, led, sasalted, lted, andand 
dedeli livverered ed in in AcaAcapulco pulco,, and and one-one- twtwentieth entieth of of the the vvaalue lue of of sasalt lt rrecoecov-v-

53. Ibid., 35 39
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erered ed frfrom om the the deposits deposits.. TThe he eexpedition xpedition wwas as to to eexplor xploree the the Gulf Gulf of of CaCali-li-
fforornia, nia, ta takkee possession, possession, ffound ound settlements settlements,, and and ma mapp the the rregion egion up up to to 
oneone hundrhundred ed lealeaguesgues iinland, nland, ffoor r wwhic hichh VViizcaíno zcaíno rrequested equested the the title title of of 
ggener eneraall and and adeadelantado lantado,, the the po powwers ers of of aa go govverernor nor to to aappoint ppoint ooffciacialsls,, 
the the sole sole jurisdiction jurisdiction of of vicer vicerooyy oovver er the the ararea, ea, and and the the tribtribute ute of of twtwentyenty 
thousand Indians in entailed perthousand Indians in entailed perpetuitypetuity..554 4

AmazingAmazingly ly,, VVicer icerooyy Zuñig Zuñigaa aappr pproovved ed the the petition petition and and fforworwararded ded 
it it to to the the king king on on JJ uly uly 66,, 15981598..  WWhhile ile tthe he fifirrst st eexxpedition pedition had had cer certtainly ainly 
failed, failed, the the vicer vicerooyy bebelie lievved ed that that VVizcaíno izcaíno wwas as simply simply the the most most eexpe-xpe-
rienced rienced and and competent competent man man to to contincontinue ue the the underundertataking king.. TThe he kingking 
and and the the Council Council of of the the Indies Indies both both aappr pproovved ed the the prproposaoposal, l, as as wweell, ll, 
with with ffeeww ca cavveats eats.. TThe he durduration ation of of the the encomienda encomienda gigivveen n toto eaceachh set-set-
tlertler wwaas s rreduced educed some some wwhhat, at, a and nd VVizcaíno izcaíno wwaas s toto aavvo oid id f furur t ther her v vioio--
lent lent confrconfrontations ontations with with the the Indians Indians.. In In the the eevvent, ent, ho howweevver er,, aallll prproovveed d 
stillbor stillbornn wwhen hen Philip Philip IIII died died aa ffeeww months months later later and and state state prioritiespriorities 
shifted shifted frfrom om eexplorxploration ation of of the the Gulf Gulf of of CaCalifliforornia nia to to impr improoving ving secu-secu-
rity arity along the Manila run.long the Manila run.555 5

InIn 16001600,, ther theree wwas as aa rumor rumor in in PPeru eru that that the the Dutc Dutchh corsair corsair,, Oli Olivverer 
vvan an NoorNoort, t, had had enterentered ed the the PPacifi acific c thrthroug oughh the the StrStrait ait of of Ma Maggeellan.llan. 
TThe he vicer vicerooyy of of PPeru eru dispatcdispatched hed HerHernando nando de de Lugones Lugones to to sear searcchh ffor or 
him.him. Lugones Lugones l left eft A Aca cappulco ulco onon AAuugust gust 1313, ,  16001600, ,  bound bound ffor or CaCabo bo San San 
Lucas Lucas.. He He did did not not fifind nd any any sign sign of of the the DutcDutchman hman and and decdeclarlared ed thethe 
Manila run to be safManila run to be safe.e. 

VVicer icerooyy Zuñig Zuñigaa no noww made made plans plans to to eexplor xploree and and cchar hartt the the wwestest 
coast coast of of Baja Baja CaCalifliforornia nia and and that that of of Alta Alta CaCalifliforornia. nia. TThr hreeee vvesseesselsls 
wwer eree eevventuaentually lly outfitted outfitted and and placed placed under under the the command command of of SeSebastiánbastián 
VVizcaíno izcaíno.. TThe he vicer vicerooyy wwas as obobviously viously concerconcerned ned that that his his commandercommander 
wwould ould be be tempted tempted to to rreenter eenter the the Gulf Gulf of of CaCalifliforornia—an nia—an initiati initiativvee thatthat 
he he specificaspecifically lly ffororbade bade under under pain pain of of death. death. Ho Howweevver er,, VVizcaínoizcaíno wwaas s 
assurassured ed that that once once he he had had completed completed his his mission mission ofof cchhararting ting the the CaCallii--
fforornia nia coastline, coastline, he he wwould ould be be aallo llowwed ed to to pursue pursue his his oown wn interinterests ests inin 
the Gulf of California. Mean hile, he as to prepar detailed mapsw w e
of the coastline of California from Cabo San Lucas to CapeP
Mendocino including islands eefs bars and the entrances to bays, , r , , .

54. Ibid., 41 42
55. Ibid., 41 43
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He He wwas as to to gi givvee saints’ saints’ names names to to those those places places laclacking king one. one. VVizcaínoizcaíno 
wwas not to go inland and was not to go inland and was to a as to avvoid conflict with the oid conflict with the natinati vves es..56 56

VVizcaíno izcaíno left left AcaAcapulco pulco with with his his thr threeee ships ships,, the the San San Die Dieggoo,, thethe 
Santo Santo TTomásomás ,, aand nd tthe he TT rrees s RReeyyees s,, on on Ma Mayy 55,, 11602602..   TThhey ey ssailed ailed nnor ortth h 
aalong long the the coast coast to to La La NaNavidad vidad and and then then to to Mazatlán Mazatlán Islands Islands befbefororee 
mamaking king the the crcrossing ossing to to CaCabo bo San San Lucas Lucas,, arriarriving ving on on JJune une 88. . FFoor r tthe he 
nenext xt six six months months,, the the eexpedition xpedition carried carried out out the the detailed detailed mamapping pping of of 
the the coastline, coastline, and and on on December December 44  wweerr ee ancanchorhored ed in in MonterMonterey ey Ba Bayy,, 
naming naming it it after after his his vicer vicerooyy .. HeHe sspent pent cconsider onsideraabble le time time sear searcching hing the the 
arareaea ffoor r tthe he llost ost San San Agustín Agustín ,, bbut ut without without success success.. By By no noww,, mormoree than than 
ffororty ty of of his his men men wwer eree ggrraavveely ly ill, ill, and and aa council council of of ooffciacials ls decided decided thatthat 
the the Santo Santo TTomás omás should should be be sent sent with with them them bac backk toto NueNuevvaa EEspaña. spaña. 
ItIt depardepartedted onon DecemberDecember 2929,, carrcarrying ying VVizcaíno’s izcaíno’s endorsement endorsement of of 
MonterMonterey ey Ba Bayy as as the the idea ideall harharbor bor ffor or rresupplying esupplying Manila Manila ships—notships—not 
aalto ltoggether ether an an accuraccurate ate assessment, assessment, gi givven en its its open open eexposur xposuree to to PPacifi acificc 
winds—awinds—along long with with his his rrequest equest that that aa ship ship be be sent sent to to La La PPaz az with with thethe 
supplies supplies that that he he wwould ould need need to to eexplor xploree the the Gulf Gulf of of CaCalifliforornia. nia. HeHe 
wwas as cclearlearly ly confident confident that that CaCape pe Mendocino Mendocino wwas as no noww within within his his easyeasy 
rreeacachh. . AtAt t this his p point, oint, t the he TTrrees s RReyeyes es rraced aced aahead head far far to to the the nornorth th and and 
rreporeported ted fifinding nding wwhat hat aappearppeared ed to to be be aa vvast ast ri rivver—they er—they named named it it thethe 
Río Santa Inés—that migRío Santa Inés—that might w ht weell be the Strll be the Strait of ait of Anián itseAnián itselflf.. 

On On JJananuar uaryy 1212,, 15931593,,  VVizcaíno’s izcaíno’s flaflagship gship,, the the San San Die Dieggoo,, rreaceached hed 
CaCape pe Mendocino Mendocino.. By By no noww,, the the wweather eather wwas as storstormy my and and bitterbitterly ly cold,cold, 
soso itit wwaas s decided decided toto head head s south. outh. OnOn JJaan nuuar ar yy 2525,, they they wwer eree ooff  SantaSanta 
CataCatalina Island, lina Island, bbut the ut the crcr eew w wwas as too wtoo w ea eakkened ened bby y scurvy to attempt scurvy to attempt
an an ancanchor horaagge. e. ArriArriving ving at at CedrCedros os Island Island on on FFeebruar bruaryy 1111 ,, itit wwas as no noww 
necessar necessaryy to to go go ashor ashoree in in sear searcchh of of wwater ater.. VVizcaíno izcaíno ancanchorhored ed the the shipship 
with with aa liglight ht ancanchor hor,, ffearing earing that that his his men men migmight ht be be too too wwea eakk to to pull pull upup 
a ra regular one. He egular one. He ww ent ashor ent ashore e with six men, and they had an awith six men, and they had an alterltercaca--
tion tion with with hostile hostile Indians—they Indians—they firfired ed their their harharque quebbuses uses at at them.them. TToo 
this this point, point, the the entir entiree eexpedition xpedition had had been been rremaremarka kabbly ly fr freeee of of suc suchh 
incidents incidents.. TThey hey had had to to cut cut the the ancanchor hor ca cabble, le, and and then then on on FFeebruar bruaryy 1818, , 
thethe San San Di Dieeggoo wwas as ooff  CaCabo bo San San Lucas Lucas.. Gi Givven en their their sad sad condition, condition, itit 
wwas as decided decided not not to to go go to to La La PPaz az ffor or the the hhypothetica ypotheticall rrendezvendezvous ous withwith 
the the rrequested equested supply supply ship ship.. RRather ather,, they they sailed sailed strstraigaight ht ffor or the the coast coast 
of of Nue Nuevvaa España, España, arriarriving ving at at the the Mazatlán Mazatlán Islands Islands on on FFeebruar bruaryy 1818. . 

56.56. Ibid.,Ibid., 5454–5959. 
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LeaLeaving ving his his spent spent cr creeww bebehind, hind, VVizcaíno izcaíno and and fifivvee men men took took the the long-long-
boat boat to to the the main main coast coast to to see seekk assistance assistance in in the the near nearbbyy totown wn of of SanSan 
SeSebastián. bastián. TThey hey missed missed the the rroad oad and and wwer eree wwandering andering aabout bout lost, lost, bbutut 
fforortunatetunately ly rran an into into aa mmuleteer uleteer frfrom om Culiacán Culiacán wwho ho dirdirected ected them them toto 
the the totown. wn. VVizcaíno izcaíno pur purcchased hased supplies supplies and and wwas as pleased pleased to to fifind nd thatthat 
his his cr creewmen wmen wwer eree oovver er their their scurvy scurvy,, hahaving ving disco discovverered ed aa cactus cactus fruitfruit 
thatthat curcured ed it.it. OOn n MMar arcchh 2211,, 16031603,,  VVizcaíno izcaíno ancanchorhored ed at at AcaAcapulco—pulco— 
his thirhis third visit to Cad visit to Califliforornia nonia now o w ovver er..557 7

AccorAccording to Wding to W. Mic. Michaehael Mathesl Mathes,, 

VVizcaíno izcaíno had had succeeded succeeded in in ccharharting ting the the CaCalifliforornia nia coast coast and and in in crcrystaystall--
izing izing its its ggeo eoggrraaphica phicall nomencnomenclaturlature. e. TThe he vvooyyaagge, e, ho howweevver er,, wwas as far far frfromom 
an an aabsolute bsolute success success ffor or wwhile hile VVizcaíno izcaíno had had disco discovverered ed MonterMonterey ey Ba Bayy,, hehe 
had had oovvererlooklooked ed the the ggrreater eater possibilities possibilities prpresented esented at at San San Diego Diego,, he he had had 
failed failed to to rreco ecovver er the the lost lost carcargo go of of the the San San Agustín Agustín,, aand nd hhe e had had f failed ailed 
to to disco discovver er the the ggrreat eat ba bayy later later to to be be knoknown wn as as San San FFrrancisco ancisco.. FurFurtherther--
mormore, e, thethe eexxplor ploraation tion c carried arried o out ut bbyy the the cr creeww ofof the the TTrrees s RReey yees s and and thethe 
rresulting esulting rrepor eportt of of the the Río Río Santa Santa Inés Inés rreevi vivved ed the the interinterest est in in aa passapassaggee 
frfrom om the the PPacifi acificc to to the the Atlantic Atlantic.. TThis his concept concept of of aa passa passaggee wwas as to to con-con-
fuse fuse carcarto toggrraaph phyy of of nornorthwthwest est America America ffor or aalmost lmost tw twoo centuries centuries,, since,since, 
wwhile hile VVizcaíno’s izcaíno’s ccharharting ting frfrom om CaCabo bo San San Lucas Lucas to to CaCape pe MendocinoMendocino 
wwas as ggener eneraally lly accuraccurate, ate, frfrom om the the latter latter point point nornorthwthwar ardd itit wwas as basedbased 
upon upon the the inaccurinaccurate ate rreporeporting ting of of imprimpressiona essionabble le seamen seamen and and ccloudedlouded 
bbyy myth. myth. Ne Nevvererthetheless less,, bbyy completing completing the the task task wwhic hichh so so many many nanavigviga-a-
tors tors had had failed, failed, VVizcaíno izcaíno had had stimstimulated ulated ne neww interinterest, est, and and the the wwaayy wwasas 
open open ffor or potentia potentiall settlement settlement and and de devveelopment lopment of of CaCalifliforornia nia as as the the east-east-
er ernn terterminminus us of of trtrans-Pans-Pacifi acific c nanavigvigation ation as as wweel ll l as as the the furfurther ther eextensionxtension 
of of NeNew Spain w Spain nornorthwthwarard.d.558 8

VViizzccaaíínnoo wweenntt ttoo MMeexxiiccoo CCiittyy ttoo pprreesseenntt hhiiss fifinnddiinnggss ttoo VViicceerrooyy 
ZZuñiguñig aa iin n pperson erson aand nd tto o rreequest quest jjust ust rreecompense. compense. TThhe e vvicericer ooyy,, aallrreeady ady
iinfnfoorrmmed ed bbyy tthe he ccrr eewwmen men oof f tthe he SSanto anto TToomásmás  aanndd TTrr eess RReeyyeess ((both both 

alrw h r w wel e go
e a gr .

V n cy w w,
y r f .

ceroy Zuñiga quickly wrote his own letter in support of zcaíno,

57.57. Ibid.,Ibid., 6060–103103. 
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of of which reached New eached Ne Spain well before l befor the San Die ), had already hic Spain the San Diego), had eady 
written the king proclaiming the xpedition to be eat success On 
Ma 23, it as now izcaíno’s ttur to wwrite his monar h, urging settle-
written the king proclaiming the expedition to be a great success. On 
May 23 it was no Vizcaíno’s urn to rite his monarch, urging settle-
ment of Monterey Ba and equesting compensation or his services ment of Monterey Bay and requesting compensation for his services. 
Vi Vi Viceroy Zuñiga quickly wrote his own letter in support of Vizcaíno, 
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uurrgging ing tthat hat hhe e bbe e aapppointed pointed ggeenerner aall oon n tthe he MManila anila rrun un aand nd tthat hat hhis is 
vvoo yyaaggee ffrroomm tthhee PPhhiilliippppiinneess sshhoouulldd iinncclluuddee tthhee ppllaann aanndd pprroovv iissiioonnss 
tto o eestasta bbllish ish aa pperermmanent anent SSpanish panish pprreesence sence iin n MMonterontereey y BBaa yy .. TThhrroougug hh 
tthe he ssummer ummer aand nd iinto nto tthe he aautumn, utumn, mmatters atters pprrooceeded ceeded aappace ace iin n MMadrid, adrid,
iincnclluding uding ppositiositi vvee ttestimony estimony ffrroom m mmany any oof f VViizcaíno’s zcaíno’s ccompanions ompanions 
rree ggaarrddiinngg hhiiss ccoommppeetteennccee aass aa ccoommmmaannddeerr.. BByy NNoovveemmbbeerr, , ZZuuññiigga a wwaas s
aactuactuallly ly pprrooceeding ceeding wwith ith tthe he pplanning lanning ffoor r tthe he MManila-to-Caanila-to-Callififoorrnnia ia 
vvoo yyaaggee aass iiff rrooyyaall aapppprroovv aall ooff iitt wwaass ffoorreeoorrddaaiinneedd..559 9

BefBefor oree any any of of this this could could be be implemented implemented fforormamally lly,, ho howweevver er,, 
Zuñig Zuñigaa wwas as trtransfansferrerred ed to to Lima Lima ((16041604),),  wwhhere ree he he became became the the vicer vicerooyy 
of of PPeru. eru. His His successor successor in in Ne Neww Spain, Spain, JJuan uan de de MendoMendoza za yy Luna, Luna, prproovveedd 
to to be be jeajealous lous of of the the accomplishments accomplishments of of both both his his prpredecessor edecessor and and hishis 
prpredecessor’s edecessor’s prprotégé, otégé, SeSebastián bastián VVizcaíno izcaíno.. MendoMendoza za soon soon aappointedppointed 
his his wifwife’s e’s uncuncle, le, Diego Diego de de MendoMendoza, za, in in VVizcaíno’s izcaíno’s stead stead as as ggenereneraall 
ofof thethe nenext xt ManilaManila gg aallleon. leon. BBy y tthe he sspring pring o off 16041604,,   the the twtwoo vicer vicerooysys 
wwer eree eng engaagged ed in in aa strug strugggle le ffor or the the monar monarcch’s h’s attention attention and and aappr pproovvaal,l, 
MendoMendoza za ararguing guing that that ZuñigZuñiga’s a’s aappointments ppointments and and plans plans wwer eree no no 
longlongerer vv aallid id onceonce hehe lleft eft hhis is ppost ost iin n NNue uevvaa España. España. TThhe e neneww vicer vicerooyy 
prpraised aised Diego Diego de de MendoMendoza za as as his his cchoice hoice of of ggener eneraall and and rreaeappointedppointed 
VVizcaíno izcaíno as as ma mayyor or of of TTeehuantepec, huantepec, instead. instead. MendoMendoza za wwas as no noww arargu-gu-
ing ing aaggainst ainst the the wwororth th of of the the CaCalifliforornia nia settlement, settlement, since since bbyy that that pointpoint 
in in their their jourjourney ney,, the the Manila Manila mariners mariners wwer eree within within rreelati lativveely ly easy easy rreaceachh 
of of AcaAcapulco pulco and and had had no no need need to to la layy oovver er.. CurrCurrently ently,, the the ManilaManila ggaall--
leon leon wwould ould put put into into por portt in in JJaapan pan befbefor oree crcrossing ossing the the PPacifi acificc .. HoHow-w-
eevver er,, that that wwas as an an eextrxtremeemely ly dicey dicey arrarrangangement, ement, because because diplomatic diplomatic 
rreellationsations wwith ith tthe he JJaappanese anese wwer eree mermercuriacurial.l. WWhhat at wwaas s rreaeally lly needed needed 
wwas as aa Spanish Spanish NorNorth th PPacifi acific c possession possession suc suchh as as aaffororded ded bbyy the the as as yyetet 
undisco undiscovverered Rica de Ored Rica de Oro and Rica de Plata o and Rica de Plata IslandsIslands ..60 60

InIn the the eevve ent, nt, inin AAu ugust gust ofof 11606606 ,,  MendoMendoza za wwas as sent sent aa rrooyyaall ororder der 
to to rreevi vivvee de devveelopment lopment of of the the CaCalifliforornia nia settlement settlement at at MonterMonterey ey BaBayy 
under under VVizcaíno’s izcaíno’s aegis aegis.. He He should should be be aappointed ppointed ggener eneraall of of the the Manila Manila 
ships ships ffor or the the yyears ears 16071607   and and 16081608,,  wwould ould be be aalllolowwed ed to to seselect lect settlers settlers 
ffor or the the ne neww colony colony,, and and wwould ould be be aawwararded ded twtwenty enty thousand thousand pesospesos ffoor r 
its its prproovvisioning isioning.. InIn AAppril ril ofof 16071607,,   the the Council Council of of the the IndiesIndies rreewwarardedded 
VVizcaíno’s izcaíno’s pr preevious vious service service with with aa ffourour-thousand-peso -thousand-peso lump-sumlump-sum 

https://Islands.60
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lifetimes,” ten-payment, an o aencomienda of Indians “for tw
thousand-peso annual pension for life.

Mendoza no winding down his tenur as vicer and e oyw w
laimed not to ha ecei ed the order in time to implement it.c ve r v royal

Besides izcaíno had departed or Spain befor eceiving his good, V f e r
news and as therefor no longer aila le in Nue España. w e av b va
doza eiterated his opposition to the Monterey Ba settlement, addingr y
that it ould be vulner le to attac corsairs He communicatedw ab k by .
his thoughts to his successor Luis de lasco Mean hile, in Spain,, Ve . w

izcaíno learned of his good ortune and ppointment as ener ofV f a g al
the Philippine ships He departed or Nue España on December 21. f va ,
1607 to begin his ne duties ut series of storms and the captur, w , b a e
of enc corsair Guadeloupe dela ed the arri of his ship ata Fr h of y val

1608V ch , .
-w w f ve

, V
T g ay ov ww

w l f
, . Fr

ga h
v w

surprise. On September order no 27 eas-w a , a royal rT e w
signed izcaíno to the task of Rica de Or and Rica de Plata—V o
sailing as soon as possible from Manila with tw ships He ould beo . w
gi en twenty thousand pesos pesos or pr visioning the settlers of thev f o
ne disco eries In the ent that the islands could not be ound, hew v . ev f

as authorized to proceed to California to esta lish the Monterey w b
tlement. icer lasco emained skeptica of the xistence of RicaV oy Ve r l e
de Or and Rica de Plata, and ther ensued consider le deliberationo e ab
(and delay) in Mexico City er the plan. he strateg then shifted toov T y
the possibility of sear hing or the fa led islands directly from Nuec f b va
España.

Mean hile, in Spain, ther as ene ed interest in the Strait ofw e w r w
Anián after Commander Lorenzo errer Maldonado sent the king F a
epor in the summer of 1609r t c sailed from Europe to have

61.61. Ibid.,Ibid., 112112. 
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encomienda of Indians “for tw and 
thousand-peso annual pension for life.61 61 
payment, an o lifetimes,” and a ten-

Mendoza awass no w winding down his tenure as viceroy and 
claimed not to have received the royal order in time to implement it. 
Besides, Vizcaíno had departed for Spain before receiving his good 

Men-news and was therefore no longer available in Nueva España. Men-
doza reiterated his opposition to the Monterey Bay settlement, adding 
that it would be vulnerable to attack by corsairs. He communicated 
his thoughts to his successor, Luis de Velasco. Meanwhile, in Spain, 
Vizcaíno learned of his good fortune and appointment as general of 
the Philippine ships. He departed for Nueva España on December 21, 
1607, to begin his new duties, but a series of storms and the capture 
of a French corsair of Guadeloupe delayed the arrival of his ship at 

eV raer racruz until Marcruz until Ma ch 2211, 1608. 
It as no too late or him to lea on the Manila ship from AcaIt was now too late for him to leave on the Manila ship from Aca-

pulco so izcaíno argued that he should send the settlers of Monterey
i ectly trig Ba dir from New Spain. his r er d debate over er whether 

pulco, so Vizcaíno argued that he should send the settlers of Monterey 
Bay d rectly from Ne Spain. This t iggereed a debate hether 
that as the idea site or the California settlement. San Bernabé or that was the ideal site for the California settlement. San Bernabé or 
Cabo San Lucas both on the tip of Baja, might actually be better om Cabo San Lucas, both on the tip of Baja, might actually be better. From 
them, the lleon could proceed directly to Europe throug the soon-them, the galleon could proceed directly to Europe through the soon-
to-be-disco ered Strait of Anián. (At this time, it as still thought thatto-be-discovered Strait of Anián. (At this time, it was still thought that 
it might be reached by sailing up the Gulf of California.)

her was 
it might be reached by sailing up the Gulf of California.) 

There as now a surprise. On September 27, a royal order reas-
finding signed Vizcaíno to the task of finding Rica de Oro and Rica de Plata— 

sailing as soon as possible from Manila with two ships. He would be 
given twenty thousand pesos pesos for provisioning the settlers of the 
new discoveries. In the event that the islands could not be found, he 

set-was authorized to proceed to California to establish the Monterey set-
tlement. Viceroy Velasco remained skeptical of the existence of Rica 
de Oro and Rica de Plata, and there ensued considerable deliberation 
(and delay) in Mexico City over the plan. The strategy then shifted to 
the possibility of searching for the fabled islands directly from Nueva 
España. 

Meanwhile, in Spain, there was renewed interest in the Strait of 
Anián after Commander Lorenzo Ferrer Maldonado sent the king a 
repor t in the summer of 1609 claiminglaiming to have sailed from Europe 
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most most of of the the wwaayy thrthroug oughh it it at at aabout bout 6060  deg degrrees ees latitude latitude befbefor oree turturningning 
bacback. k. He He cclaimed laimed to to ha havvee met met some some Hanseatic Hanseatic LutherLutherans ans wwho ho wwereree 
using using the the passa passaggee to to trtrade ade dirdirectly ectly with with China. China. He He rrequested equested rrooyyaall 
fifinnancing ancing ffoor r aa ne neww eexxpedition pedition tthat hat wwould ould eexxplor plore e,, mamapp,, aand nd ffoor rttify ify 
the the strstrait ait at at its its wwester esternn terterminminus us to to kkeep eep other other EurEuropeans opeans out out of of the the 
PPacifi acificc .. ByBy 16101610, , thethe vvaarious rious ppossibilities ossibilities wweerr ee still still under under discussion discussion 
in in both both Madrid Madrid and and MeMexico xico City City,, and and VVizcaíno izcaíno rremained emained in in NueNuevvaa 
España, immersed in his administrEspaña, immersed in his administratiativve e duties and persona duties and personall aaffairsairs..662 2

By By the the end end of of the the fifirst rst decade decade of of the the se sevventeenth enteenth centur centuryy,, SpainSpain 
had had negotiated negotiated with with JJaapan pan the the rigright ht to to eexplor xploree and and cchar hartt par partt of of itsits 
coast, coast, gi givven en the the need need of of Manila Manila ggaalleons lleons to to put put in in therthere. e. After After send-send-
ing ing their their oown wn diplomatic diplomatic mission mission to to the the Spanish Spanish courcourt, t, the the JJaapanesepanese 
aaggrreed eed to to rrecei eceivvee both both aa Spanish Spanish ambassador ambassador and and Christian Christian mis-mis-
sionaries sionaries.. AA FFrranciscan, anciscan, FFrraayy Luis Luis SoteSotelo lo,, became became the the kkey ey fifigurgur ee inin 
the the or orgganization anization of of the the latter latter.. It It wwas as no noww decided decided to to incorincorporporate ate thethe 
sear searcchh ffor or Rica Rica de de Or Oroo and and Rica Rica de de Plata Plata into into the the JJaapanese panese initiati initiativve.e. 
SeSebastián bastián VVizcaíno izcaíno wwas as aappointed ppointed both both as as SpainSpain’s ’s ne neww ambassadorambassador 
andand asas headhead ofof the the combined combined eexxplorploraations tions.. OnOn MaMar rcchh 2222,, 16111611,,  VViz-iz-
caíno caíno depardeparted ted AcaAcapulco pulco ffor or JJaapan pan and and landed landed ther theree on on JJune une 1010 afterafter 
aa harr harroowing wing crcrossing ossing.. He He decrdecreed eed that that any any Spaniar Spaniardd causing causing conflictconflict 
with with the the JJaapanese panese wwould ould be be subject subject to to the the death death penapenaltylty .. TThher eree then then 
ensued ensued aa disa disaggrreement eement oovver er prprotocol. otocol. VVizcaíno izcaíno insisted insisted that that EurEuropeanopean 
custom custom be be observobserved ed (he (he rrefused efused to to rremo emovvee his his shoes shoes and and rreelinquishlinquish 
his his ararms) ms) during during the the cerceremony emony at at wwhic hichh he he wwas as to to prpresent esent his his diplo-diplo-
matic matic crcredentiaedentials ls to to Hidetada, Hidetada, son son of of EmperEmperor or IyIyeyeyasu. asu. WWhen hen toldtold 
that that this this wwas as unaccepta unacceptabble, le, SeSebastián bastián thrthreatened eatened to to lea leavvee immediateimmediatelyly 
ffor or Nue Nuevvaa España, España, and and the the JJaapanese panese rreelented. lented. Gifts Gifts wwer eree eexxcchanghanged,ed, 
and and the the JJaapanese panese acceded acceded to to many many rrequests equests,, eexxcept cept one: one: that that JJaapanpan 
rrenounce enounce the the aaggrreements eements that that it it had had made made with with the the DutcDutch. h. VVizcaínoizcaíno 
had had arargued gued that that they they wwer eree rreebebellious llious subjects subjects of of Spain Spain and and thertherefefororee 
not legitimate parnot legitimate parties to interties to internationanational a l aggrreementseements, b, but to no a ut to no avvail.ail. 

On On OctoberOctober 2323,, SeSebastián bastián launclaunched hed his his vvooyyaaggee to to cchar hartt the the nornorth-th-
er ernn JJaapanese panese coast. coast. OvOver er the the nenext xt month month and and aa hahalf lf,, he he ggaavvee Span-Span-
ish ish names names to to many many of of its its ffeatureatures es,, befbefor oree aabandoning bandoning the the prproject oject inin 
earearlyly DecemberDecember duedue toto incrincreasingeasinglyly badbad wweathereather.. DuringDuring mmucuchh ofof thethe 
ffoollollowwing ing yyeear ar,, VVizcaíno izcaíno made made prprepareparations ations ffoor r eexplorxploration ation of of the the 
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NorNorth th PPacifi acific c in in quest quest of of Rica Rica de de Or Oroo and and Rica Rica de de Plata. Plata. After After hearinghearing 
rumors rumors frfrom om the the EngEnglish lish and and Dutc Dutchh that that the the SpaniarSpaniards ds planned planned to to useuse 
those those islands islands as as aa base base frfrom om wwhic hichh to to in invvade ade JJaapan, pan, JJaapanese panese ooffciacialsls 
insisted insisted that that JJaapanese panese accompany accompany the the SpaniarSpaniards ds during during thethe eexxpedi-pedi-
tion. tion. On On JJuly uly 99,, 16121612,,  VViizcaíno zcaíno hhad ad aa cchilly hilly meeting meeting with with Hidetada Hidetada 
and and wwas as infinforormed med that that wwhile hile JJaapan pan still still desirdesired ed good good rreelations lations withwith 
Spain, Spain, Christianity Christianity wwas as no noww to to be be banned banned and and its its cchur hurcches hes demol-demol-
ished. ished. He He wwas as gi givven en perpermission mission to to lea leavve, e, gifts gifts ffor or the the vicer vicerooyy of of NueNuevvaa 
España, España, and and aa loan loan of of tw twoo thousand thousand taetaels ls (the (the JJaapanese panese currcurrencency). y). 
On On September September 1616,,  VVizcaíno izcaíno depardeparted ted JJaappan,an, pplanning lanning toto searsearcchh ffoor r 
the the fa fabbled led islands islands Rica Rica de de Or Oroo and and Rica Rica de de Plata, Plata, bbut ut without without successsuccess.. 
TThhen, en, onon OctoberOctober 1144,  , aa major major stor stormm begbegan an that that lasted lasted ffor or ffour our dadaysys.. 
On On October October 2299,, gi givven en that that the the San San FFrrancisco ancisco wwaas s nnoo llongongeer r sseae awwoor rtthh yy,, 
it it wwas as decided decided to to rretur eturnn immediateimmediately ly to to JJaapan, pan, wwher heree they they arri arrivved ed onon 
No Novv ember ember 77. . FFoor r thethe nenextxt sesevveerr aall mmonths onths,, VViizcaíno zcaíno wwas as frustrfrustrated ated in in 
his his attempts attempts to to secur securee suppor supportt ffor or his his rretur eturnn vvooyyaaggee to to Nue Nuevvaa España.España. 
His His embassy embassy wwas as no noww deemed deemed un unwwororth thyy of of crcredit edit bbyy JJaapanese panese ooffciaciall--
dom dom and and bbyy JJaapanpan’s ’s Spanish Spanish mer mercchant hant commcommunity unity aaliklike. e. TThe he highighlyhly 
strstressed Seessed Sebastián f bastián feell seriously ill.ll seriously ill. 

TThis his aallo llowwed ed FFrraayy SoteSotelo lo to to ta takkee the the initiati initiativve. e. By By no noww,, he he had had thethe 
full full suppor supportt of of the the po powwerful erful daimy daimyoo,, or or lorlord, d, of of Sendai, Sendai, Date Date Masam-Masam-
une. une. FFrraayy SoteSotelo lo opposed opposed the the ne neww anti-Christian anti-Christian polic policyy and and rrefusedefused 
to to dismantle dismantle his his cchur hurcches hes.. He He wwas as imprisoned imprisoned briefl brieflyy ,, and and after after pr proovv--
ing ing still still adamant adamant upon upon his his rreelease, lease, wwas as aaggain ain detained detained and and this this timetime 
sentenced sentenced to to be be bbururned ned at at the the sta stakke. e. Date Date MasamMasamune une intervintervened ened andand 
sa savved Soteed Sotelo on condition that he lea lo on condition that he leavve J e Jaapan.pan. 

TThhe e ddaimy aimyoo wwaanted nted FFrraanciscan nciscan mmissionaries issionaries iin n hhis is tterritorerritor yy .. HeHe 
wwas as aalso lso disposed disposed to towwar ardd rreceieceiving ving and and rresupplying esupplying the the Manila Manila ggaall--
leon,leon, trtradingading wwith ith tthe he SSpaniarpania rdds s,, eevve enn aallollowing wing them them to to settle settle per per--
manently manently in in Sendai Sendai wwhile hile rretaining etaining their their oown wn courcourts ts of of la laww.. He He aalsolso 
prpromised omised to to eexxecute ecute EngEnglish, lish, DutcDutch, h, and and any any other other enemies enemies of of SpainSpain 
ffound ound in in his his domain. domain. SoteSotelo lo conconvinced vinced Date Date MasamMasamune une to to or orgganizeanize 
his his oown wn mission mission to to the the Spanish Spanish cour courtt ffor or furfurther ther negotiations negotiations.. TThehe 
daimydaimyo a o aggrreed and aeed and appointed the friar as his personappointed the friar as his personal ambassadorl ambassador.. 

Mean Meanwwhile, hile, Date Date MasamMasamune une had had contrcontracted acted with with VVizcaíno izcaíno toto 
suppor supportt construction construction of of the the SSan an JJuuan an Bautista Bautista ffoor r the the E Eururoopeans’ peans’ 
rretur eturnn vvooyyaaggee to to Nue Nuevvaa España. España. It It depardeparted ted under under VVizcaíno’s izcaíno’s com-com-
mand mand on on October October 2727,, 16131613,,   with with FFrraayy SoteSotelo lo and and 180180   JJaappanese anese (bound (bound 

159159 Dubious Fame Dubious ame and Elusiand Elusive Fo e nutrortune 



 

 

160 s P

ffor or EurEurope) ope) on on boarboard. d. Once Once at at sea, sea, SoteSotelo lo and and the the JJaapanese panese eeffecti ectivveelyly 
commandeercommandeered ed the the vvesseessel, l, and and the the still-ailing still-ailing VVizcaíno izcaíno wwas as no noww aa pas-pas-
sengsenger er on on his his oo wn wn ship ship.. TThe he San San JJuuan an BautistaBautista rreeac achhed ed AAca cappulco ulco onon 
JJaannuuar ar yy 2255,,  16141614,,   and and SoteSotelo lo and and hishis JJaapanese panese contingcontingent ent shipped shipped out out 
ffoor r SSpain pain oon n JJuune ne 1010. . In In the the eevvent, ent, despite despite being being rrecei eceivved ed in in Madrid Madrid andand 
later later at at the the VVatican, atican, SoteSotelo’s lo’s entour entouraaggee wwas as trtreated eated ginggingererly ly in in EurEurope.ope. 
TTher heree wwas as the the cclear lear risk risk of of antaantagonizing gonizing irr irreevvoca ocabbly ly the the incrincreasingeasinglyly 
anti-Christian anti-Christian and and anti-Euranti-European opean shoshogun gun and and his his adadvisors visors,, should should thethe 
idiosyncridiosyncratic pratic proposaoposals ofls of a ra regionaegional lorl lord be implemented.d be implemented.663 3

On baOn balance, F lance, Frraay Sotey Sotelo’s mission wlo’s mission was a failuras a failure:e: 

AAs s VViizcaínozcaíno ,, uunhampernhampereed d bbyy rreelligious igious zzeaeall, , hhad ad oobservbserveed, d, JJaappanese anese ppolioli--
ccies ies wweerr ee ttoo oo vvaariaria bblle e tto o pperermmit it ssecurecur ee SSpanish panish eestasta bbllishments ishments iin n JJaappan, an,
aand nd wwithin ithin tten en yyeears ars aafter fter hhis is rreeturtur nn tto o NNee ww SSpain, pain, VViizcaíno’s zcaíno’s pprreedicdic --
ttions ions wweerr ee bborornne e oout ut bbyy tthe he ccllosing osing oof f JJaappan an tto o SSpain, pain, aand nd aan n iintense ntense 
ppersecution ersecution oof f CChristianshristians .. FFururttherhermmororee, , tthe he lloss oss oof f tthe he MMoluccas oluccas aand nd 
oother ther DDutcutc hh aand nd EEngngllish ish ggaains ins iin n tthe he PPaacificificc hhaadd lleefftt SSppaaiinn lliittttllee mmoorree 
tthan a fhan a f eew w smasmalll islands and the Philippines as bases in the Fl islands and the Philippines as bases in the Faar East.r East.664 4 

he Quirós and ExpeditionsT T r
Even hile in Manila, after Mendaña’s disco er of the Marquesas w v y ,

as toto them, as xplor Quirós n well e erto
beyond. earing that the English might colonize the islands and therF eby
halleng Spanish hegemony in the South acific, Quirós implored thec e P

Philippines’ go ernor Mor a, to eep Mendaña’s ndings secret. Inv , g k fi a
1597 Quirós as in eru, pleading with icer lasco or suppor, w P V oy Ve f t
of ne xpedition. He as ur ed instead to tr to Spain to maa w e w g avel ke
his case for r l appr l and financingoya ova .

In Quirós as in ome, her he secured the endorsement, w R w e
of the Spanish ambassador to the atican, arious mathematiciansV v
and cosmo phers and entually the pope, after persona audi-gra , ev a l
ence. In 1603 Quirós ecei ed , r v royal a oval of a xpedition e
to the South acific, ut only er the objections of Doña Isabel’s neP b ov w
husband, ho egarded himself to be the successor adelantado ofw r
Solomons hat objection as disarmed Quirós’s pledg to estrict. T w by e r

63.63. Ibid.,Ibid., 135135– 5353.  
64.64. Ibid.,Ibid., 153153. 
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The Quirós and oT rorres es Expeditions 

seemed deter re 
Even while in Manila, after Mendaña’s discovery of the Marquesas, 
Quirós seemed determined turn to them, as well as to explore mined to etur 
beyond. Fearing that the English might colonize the islands and thereby 
challenge Spanish hegemony in the South Pacific, Quirós implored the 
Philippines’ governor, Morga, to keep Mendaña’s findings a secret. In 
1597, Quirós was in Peru, pleading with Viceroy Velasco for support 
of a new expedition. He was urged instead to travel to Spain to make 
his case for royal approval and financing. 

In 16001600, Quirós was in Rome, where he secured the endorsement 
of the Spanish ambassador to the Vatican, various mathematicians 
and cosmographers, and eventually the pope, after a personal audi-
ence. In 1603, Quirós received royal approval odest ppr of a mmodest expedition 
to the South Pacific, but only over the objections of Doña Isabel’s new 
husband, who regarded himself to be the successor adelantado of the the 
Solomons. That objection was disarmed by Quirós’s pledge to restrict 
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his initiati to the Marquesas and any ne disco eries Clearly hisve w v . ,
main goa to ndl w fi e ve l T a A a . erW e he
to fail in that ort, he ould attempt to circumnavigate Ne Guineaef w w
to har its coastline in order to determine definiti ly its island sta-c t ve
tus Having done this he ould sail on to Europe via the Cape of. , w
Good Hope, that being possible gi en the xtant v e of Spain
and Portug l.a

r a w
P w oy

va e e
P o y Pab and thes provided t ssels—the flagship

miranta P o f ewel wa h
v c , , P ofcials felt
lieved when he set sail from Callao on December , .

Lik his predecessor Mendaña, Quirós as borderline ligiouse w a re
fanatic, an obsession that placed his ang lica priorities squar ly atev e l e
odds with the mor secular goals of most members of the xpedition.e e

ha noted the consider le Basque presence among Mendaña’sWe ve ab
cr and colonists as as its bsence in the anks of the leaderew , well a r -
ship kno less bout the ethnic ma eup of the Quirós xpedi-. We w a k e
tion, ut of the ninety-tw members (out of the tota of tw hundredb o l o
and to thr hundred persons) identified in the arious accountse v ,
a o 10 percent had Basque surnames.66

he commander ould ha to endur the self-serving macT w ve e
tions of the most prominent man in the xpedition, Don Diego dee
Prado ar and enjo ed the lo lty of his lmirante, Luis áezy Tov , y ya a V
de orres—both non-Basques But ther as lso the acerbic criti-T . e w a
cism of Quirós’s navigationa skills (shades of Mendaña) his hiefl by c

J .pilot, the Basque uan Ochoa de Bilbao uan de Iturbe, the J

65.65. Spate,Spate, TThe Spanish La he Spanish Lakkee,, 133133– 3434. 
66. 66. CeCelsus lsus KKeelly lly,, La La AAustriaustrialia lia del del Espíritu Espíritu Santo: Santo: TThe he JJourourna nall of of FFrray ay Martín Martín De De Munilla Munilla

OO.F.F.M. .M. and and Other Other Documents Documents RRelating elating toto thethe VVooyyag agee ofof PPedr edroo FFerernánde nándezz de de QuirQuirós ós to to the the
South South SeasSeas ((16051605–16061606 )) and and the the FFrranciscan anciscan Missionar Missionaryy Plan Plan ((1617 1617–1627 1627),, 2  vvols ols.. (Cambridg(Cambridge:e: 
CambridgCambridge Unie Univversity Prersity Press and Haess and Hakluyt Society kluyt Society,, 19661966), ), 2:373373– 7676. 

67. 67. AccorAccording ding to to PrPrado’s ado’s account account of of the the eexpedition, xpedition, OcOchoa hoa wwas as bor bornn in in SeSevilla. villa. HenrHenryy NN.. 
Ste Stevvens ens,, ed.,ed., New New LigLight ht on on the the Disco Discovver eryy of of AAustr ustraalia lia as as RReveveaealed led bbyy the the JJourourna nall of of CaCap-p-
tain tain Don Don Die Dieggoo de de PrPrado ado yy TToovvar ar (London: (London: HaHakluyt kluyt Society Society,, 19301930), ), 8989. . If If so so,, hehe wwas as lik likeely ly
descended descended frfrom om the the eextensi xtensivvee Basque Basque colony colony esta estabblished lished in in the the fififteenth fteenth centur centuryy in in that that kkeyey 
AndaAndalusian arlusian arteriaterial in the American run.l in the American run. 
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his initiative to the Marquesas and any new discoveries. Clearly, his 
main goal was to find the elusive continental eT rra Australis. as the lusi continenta err ustr lis Were he 
to fail in that efort, he would attempt to circumnavigate New Guinea 
to chart its coastline in order to determine definitively its island sta-
tus. Having done this, he would sail on to Europe via the Cape of 

unificationGood Hope, that being possible given the extant unification of Spain 
and Portug al.65 65

Quirós eturned to Lima with strongly orded letter from the Quirós returned to Lima with a strongly worded letter from the 
king ordering eru’s ne vicer (none other than Gaspar de Zuñiga—king ordering Peru’s new viceroy (none other than Gaspar de Zuñiga— 
just transferred from Nue España) to prepar the xpedition. Quirósjust transferred from Nueva España) to prepare the expedition. Quirós 

al as a smaller launch or inshor wo k. 
was provided two wo vev se sels—the flagship San edr San Pablolo and the 
almiranta SanSan Pedroedr — s a—as we l ll as smaller launc for inshore rork. 
wa San Pedro y San 

Gi en his demanding haracter undoubtedly eruvian Given his demanding character, undoubtedly, Peruvian ofcials felt 
rerelieved when he set sail from Callao on December 2121, 16051605. 

Like his predecessor Mendaña, Quirós was a borderline religious 
fanatic, an obsession that placed his evangelical priorities squarely at 
odds with the more secular goals of most members of the expedition. 
We have noted the considerable Basque presence among Mendaña’s 
crew and colonists, as well as its absence in the ranks of the leader-
ship. We know less about the ethnic makeup of the Quirós expedi-
tion, but of the ninety-two members (out of the total of two hundred 

fifty e and fifty to three hundred persons) identified in the various accounts, 
apprpproximatelximate y ly 10 percent had Basque surnames.66 

hina-The commander would have to endure the self-serving machina-
tions of the most prominent man in the expedition, Don Diego de 
Prado y Tovar, and enjoyed the loyalty of his almirante, Luis Váez 
de Torres—both non-Basques. But there was also the acerbic criti-
cism of Quirós’s navigational skills (shades of Mendaña) by his chief 

J . Basque-pilot, the Basque uan Ochoa de Bilbao 67 67 Juan de Iturbe, the Basque-

https://Bilbao.67
https://surnames.66
https://Portugal.65
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surnamed accountant of the xpedition, penned compr hensi ande a e ve
not particularly flattering (of Quirós) account of the v e.oyag

e season winds of the South Seas were but poorly under-
stood, and as it turned out, the expedition was tardy in departing.

-r w b y o
-a ogr r ev e

dition failed to take advantage of the favorable southeast trade
winds. While Mendaña had averaged twenty-seven leagues a day
(and required but sixty-nine days to sail from Lima to Santa Cruz),

, afterogr w e ch
ninety-four days of sailing without making a consequential landfall,

-a w v T e w ab gr
-r e

of his commander’s judgment Ochoa de Bilbao’s criticism
esulted in his being eassigned from the gship to the lmiranta. Inr r fla a

many egards Ochoa as cut out of the same hole loth as edrr , w w c P o
Sarmiento de Gamboa. Prado notes that

-J , f
tenced to the galleys for six years in Cartagena, and the Viceroy commuted
this sentence on condition that he should serve his Majesty in that voyage
without pay, and on arriving at Manila, the chief and capital city of the
Philippine Islands, he should then have completed his liability in regard
to the galleys; but as this pilot had many debts to merchants in Lima he

s seized for , ducats which they had entrusted to him and which
he had gambled away; and so that his Majesty’s service should not be
hindered the said Viceroy agreed with the merchants that the said Quiros
should be security and should undertake not to release him in Manila, but
to deliver him up in Seville, when please God the President and Auditors
of the Contratación would ship and forward him to Lima and deliver him

At one point in the xpedition, Prado as pproached to leade w a a
utiny ainst Quirós ut efused to join in. He learly informedm ag , b r c

his commander and Quirós ordered “the Chief Pilot uan Ochoa de, J

68.68. Spate,Spate, TThe he Spanish Spanish La Lakkee,, 133133..  TToo my my kno knowwledgledge, e, ther theree is is no no pubpublished lished rrecor ecordd of of IturItur--
be’s birbe’s birthplace and family bacthplace and family backg kgrround.ound. 

69. 69. Don Diego de PrDon Diego de Prado y T ado y Toovvarar, in Ste , in Stevvens ens,, New LigNew Light ht,, 9797.. 
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surnamed accountant of the expedition, penned a comprehensive and 
not particularly flattering (of Quirós) account of the v oyage.68 68

Th al The seasonal winds of the South Seas were but poorly under-
stood, and as it turned out, the expedition was tardy in departing. 
(In etrospect, Quirós ould lame the dela on the vicer y’s insis (In retrospect, Quirós would blame the delay on the viceroy’s insis-
tence upon last-minute pr ess eport.) In any ent, the xpe tence upon a last-minute progress report.) In any event, the expe-
dition failed to take advantage of the favorable southeast trade 
winds. While Mendaña had averaged twenty-seven leagues a day 
(and required but sixty-nine days to sail from Lima to Santa Cruz), 
Quirós’s pr ess as mor on the order of ten. On Mar 25, after Quirós’s progress was more on the order of ten. On March 25 
ninety-four days of sailing without making a consequential landfall, 

council as con ened on board. her as consider le disa ee a council was convened on board. There was considerable disagree-
ment egarding the distance sailed thus far and as to the xpedi ment regarding the distance sailed thus far and as to the expedi-
tion’s current location.tion’s current location. 

Ochoa de Bilbao’s criticism of his commander’s judgment 
resulted in his being reassigned from the flagship to the almiranta. In 
many regards, Ochoa was cut out of the same whole cloth as Pedro 
Sarmiento de Gamboa. Prado notes that 

the Chief Pilot, uan Ochoa de Bilbao or his good deeds had been sen the Chief Pilot, Juan Ochoa de Bilbao, for his good deeds had been sen-
tenced to the galleys for six years in Cartagena, and the Viceroy commuted 
this sentence on condition that he should serve his Majesty in that voyage 
without pay, and on arriving at Manila, the chief and capital city of the 
Philippine Islands, he should then have completed his liability in regard 
to the galleys; but as this pilot had many debts to merchants in Lima he 
wawas seized for 1616,000000 ducats which they had entrusted to him and which 
he had gambled away; and so that his Majesty’s service should not be 
hindered the said Viceroy agreed with the merchants that the said Quiros 
should be security and should undertake not to release him in Manila, but 
to deliver him up in Seville, when please God the President and Auditors 
of the Contratación would ship and forward him to Lima and deliver him 
to his creditors, which obligation the said Quirós undertook.to his creditors, which obligation the said Quirós undertook.6969 

At one point in the expedition, Prado was approached to lead a 
mutiny against Quirós, but refused to join in. He clearly informed 
his commander, and Quirós ordered “the Chief Pilot Juan Ochoa de 

https://undertook.69
https://undertook.69
https://voyage.68
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VVilbao ilbao to to be be seized seized and and ta takken en to to the the AlmirAlmiranta anta with with vvererba ball orordersders 
that that he he should should be be ggarrarroted oted at at once once and and cast cast into into the the sea sea after after confconfes-es-
sion.” sion.” PrPrado ado adadvised vised Luis Luis VVaez aez de de TTorrorres es not not to to carr carryy out out the the eexxe-e-
cution cution without without written written ororders ders,, rreasoning easoning that that OcOchoa hoa wwas as cchar harggeded 
with with dedelilivveeringring tthe he ppilot ilot tto o hhis is crcreditorseditors aat t tthe he eend nd o off tthe he ddaa yy.. DoDownwn 
the the rroad, oad, QuirQuirós ós migmight ht deny deny hahaving ving eevven en issued issued the the death death sentence,sentence, 
should should the the mer mercchants hants of of Lima Lima prprotest otest oovver er hahaving ving lost lost their their dedebtor btor.. 
TThus hus wwas as OcOchoa hoa sa savved ed frfrom om death.death.70 70 NorNor wwas as he he cchastened hastened or or timid timid 
after after this this cclose lose cacall. ll. At At one one point, point, the the SpaniarSpaniards ds wwer eree besieging besieging somesome 
nati nativves es wwho ho had had ta takken en rrefug efugee in in aa mountaintop mountaintop fforortrtress ess.. OcOchoa hoa andand 
aa GaGalician lician vvolunteerolunteered ed to to scascale le thethe ccl liiff  totoggetherether toto attacattackk thethe defdefendend--
ersers.. HaHalfwlfwaayy up up the the ccl liiff  fface, ace, tthey hey wweerr ee pepelted lted with with stones stones and and came came 
tumbtumbling ling dodown, wn, losing losing their their wweaeapons pons and and eevven en the the better better par partt of of theirtheir 
cclothing alothing along the w long the waayy..771 1

Mor Moraale le and and wwater ater wwer eree both both running running dangdangererously ously lo loww wwhen, hen, on on 
AA pril pril 77,,  the the island island of of TTaamaukmau koo,, aabout bout 150150   kilometers kilometers nornorthwthwest est of of 
Santa Santa Cruz, Cruz, wwas as sigsighted. hted. TThe he nati nativves es pr proovved ed friendly friendly and and their their cchiefhief 
hehelpful. lpful. He He infinforormed med QuirQuirós ós of of the the dirdirections ections and and names names of of manymany 
islands islands,, incincluding luding rrefefererence ence to to the the ggrreat eat land land of of “Manicolo” “Manicolo” to to thethe 
southeast. southeast. TThe he SpaniarSpaniards ds kidnakidnapped pped ffour our of of the the loca locall islanders islanders toto 
serv servee as as possibpossible le interinterprpreters eters and and set set sail sail ffor or the the fa fabbled led continent.continent. 
WWhile hile rrounding ounding TikTikopia, opia, thr threeee of of the the cacapti ptivves es escaescaped ped bbyy sswimmingwimming 
tto o s shor horee. . AA wweeeekk llaterate r,, oon n MMaa yy 11,,  thethe eexxpedition pedition aarri rrivve edd atat aa gg rreeat at 
mountainous mountainous land land that that QuirQuirós ós prpronounced onounced to to be be “La “La AAustriaustrialia lia dedell 
EspírituEspíritu SSanto anto..””7272 As As it it turturned ned out, out, QuirQuirós ós had had mista mistakken en the the lar larggestest 
island island ((33,,885885   squarsquaree kilometers) kilometers) ofof t the he Ne Neww HeHe bbrides rides ffoor r t the he s southerouther nn 
continent, continent, aa land land mass mass that that to to this this da dayy rretains etains the the name name of of EspírituEspíritu 
Santo Santo.. It It wwas as ther theree that that he he decdeclarlared ed the the ffoundation oundation of of aa phantasma-phantasma-

70.70. Ibid.,Ibid., 113113..  It It wwould ould seemseem that that thethe ffororegoing egoing is is corrcorrect,ect, since since OcOchoa hoa de de Bilbao Bilbao wwas as one one
of of fifivvee signatories signatories wwho ho confi confirr med med the the accuraccurac acyy and and authenticity authenticity of of PrPrado’s ado’s account. account. Ibid.,Ibid., 
203203–5.. 

71.71. Ibid.,Ibid., 153153. 
72.72. TTherheree isis aa degdegrreeee ofof speculationspeculation rregegarardingding thethe intendedintended semanticssemantics ofof thethe earearlyly denomidenomi--

nations nations of of the the souther southernn continent. continent. “T“Terr erraa AAustr ustraalis” lis” seemingseemingly ly rrefefers ers to to “Souther “Southernn Land,”Land,” 
wwherhereas eas ““ AAustriaustrialia lia de dell Espíritu Espíritu Santo” Santo” ma mayy wweellll be be aa paean paean to to both both the the rrooyyaall house house of of QuirQuirós’s ós’s
monar monarcchh (the (the AAustrian ustrian HaHabsbbsbururgs) gs) and and his his rreeligious ligious de devvotion. otion. Landín Landín CarrCarrasco asco and and SáncSánchezhez 
Masiá Masiá rregegar ardd the the latter latter ter termm to to be be aa doubdouble le entendr entendree that that incorincorporporates ates aallll of of the the aabo bovve. e. LandínLandín 
CarrCarrasco and Sáncasco and Sánchez Masiá, “hez Masiá, “Ar Arcchipiéhipiélalagosgos,” ,” 594594.  
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goric goric city city to to be be cacalled lled nothing nothing less less than than Ne Neww JJerusaerusalem, lem, its its por portt VVereraa 
Cruz, and its near Cruz, and its nearbby ri y rivver the Jer the Jorordan.dan. 

Hostilities Hostilities with with the the nnumerumerous ous nati nativves es brbrok okee out out aalmost lmost imme-imme-
diatediately ly,, and and aa disconsolate disconsolate QuirQuirós ós soon soon had had to to accept accept that that his his hopehope 
of of con convvererting ting them them to to the the faith faith wwas as imprimpracticaactical. l. He He furfurther ther demon-demon-
strstrated ated his his tentenuous uous ggrrasp asp on on rreaeality lity bbyy orordering dering esta estabblishment lishment ofof aa 
Spanish Spanish mmunicipaunicipality lity,, rreplete eplete with with ooffces ces and and mamagistrgistrates ates.. AccorAccordingding 
toto Spate,Spate, ““On On PPeentecost ntecost DaDayy,, 1414  Ma Mayy,, he he [Quir[Quirós] ós] took took possessionpossession 
of of the the lands lands,, as as far far as as the the PPole, ole, in in the the names names of of the the TTrinity rinity,, JJesus esus,, St.St. 
FFrrancisancis, J, John of ohn of God, and King Philip III.”God, and King Philip III.”7733 

QuirQuirós ós then then instituted instituted an an OrOrder der of of the the Holy Holy Ghost Ghost that that bblendedlended 
secular secular cchi hivvaalr lryy with with rreeligion. ligion. TThe he FFrranciscan anciscan friars friars in in the the eexpeditionxpedition 
rrefused efused to to wwear ear the the bblue lue crcross oss of of the the ne neww ororder der,, ararguing, guing, mmuc uchh toto 
QuirQuirós’s ós’s ccha haggrin, rin, it it wwas as aaggainst ainst their their vvoows ws.. At At this this point, point, the the com-com-
mander mander su sufferered ed aa nervnervous ous brbreaeakdokdown. wn. TThen, hen, aabruptly bruptly,, on on CorCorpuspus 
ChristiChristi DaDayy,, MaMayy 2525, , he he announced announced that that they they wwould ould aabandon bandon the the set-set-
tlement and set o tlement and set off to eto explorxplore nee new arw areaseas.. 

TThe he ee xpeditionxpedition’s thr ’s three ee ships put out to sea, bships put out to sea, but ut a a s serious erious ((if i f non-non-
fatafatal) l) fifish sh poisoning poisoning of of the the cr creeww and and ad advverse erse wweather eather ffororced ced them them 
bac backk to towwar ardd VVer eraa Cruz. Cruz. QuirQuirós ós planned planned to to fforortify tify it. it. TThe he aalmirlmiranta anta 
and and the the launc launchh mana managged ed the the rretureturn, n, bbut ut the the commander’s commander’s ship ship,, thethe 
cacapitana, pitana, wwas as una unabble le to to rreac eachh shorshore. e. TTher heree is is aa deg degrreeee of of confusion confusion inin 
the the accounts accounts rregegararding ding the the rreason eason ffor or their their separseparation ation on on the the nignight ht ofof 
JJuune ne 1111,,  incincluding luding the the possibility possibility of of aa mmutiny utiny aaboar boardd the the command-command-
er’s er’s vvesseessel. l. Opinion Opinion as as to to wwhat hat to to do do nenext xt vvaried. aried. On On the the flaflagshipgship,, 
some some of of the the cr creeww arargued gued ffor or sailing sailing to to Santa Santa Cruz, Cruz, others others ffor or attempt-attempt-
ing ing crcrossings ossings to to either either Manila Manila or or AcaAcapulco pulco.. JJuan uan de de IturIturbe be objectedobjected 
and and arargued gued in in written written prprotest otest that that they they should should contincontinue ue with with eexplorxplora-a-
tion tion of of the the unknounknown.wn.774 4 InIn the the eevvent, ent, the the safsafer er aallterternat natiivvee ofof mamakking ing 
ffor Neor New Spain pr w Spain preevvailed.ailed. 

QuirQuirós ós eevventuaentually lly rretureturned ned to to Spain, Spain, wwhhereree he he begbegan an yyeears ars 
of of writing writing rrequests equests ffoor r rrooyyaall suppor supportt ofof aa ne neww eexpedition. xpedition. He He aalsolso 
crcrafted afted se sevver eraall rrather ather vvaingainglorious lorious and and pathetic pathetic defdefenses enses of of his his leglega-a-

73.73. Spate,Spate, TThe Spanish La he Spanish Lakkee,, 136136.  
74.74. KKeelly lly,, La ALa Austriaustrialia lia,, 356356– 5858.. 
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as gi en to laiming to be the second Columbus and75 Quirós. w v c
lso to comparing himself to Caesar Hannibal, Alexander Pyrrhus a , , ,

da Gama, Ma llan, Pizarr and Cortés eighed in with the Iturbe wge o, .
opinion that ne xpedition as indeed in order ut that it shoulda w e w , b
not be under the command of Quirós gi en his prior performance,, v

hich had disqualified his leadership 7w .
sta in Europe, in 1609 they y , hDuring Quirós’s length

India Company contracted with an Englishman, Henr Hudson, toy
xplor the North American Atlantic coast in sear of the northere e ch n

passa e. hile he mistook or it the ri er that bears his name, thisg W f v
commercia partnership tw of Spain’s ey ri ls underscored thel by o k va
vulner bility of Spanish hegemony in acifi aters It ould lsoa P c w . w a
initiate the North American colonization schemes of the Dutc h

Amsterdam in 1624)f w(the ounding of Ne
v of Ne Amsterdam to Ne in lopments or 1664), de w w Y k ve
that ould ultimately threaten Spain’s control of the Caribbean andw
Atlantic areas that had come to be known as the Spanish Main.

In 1614 hile still in Madrid, Quirós a royal, , w r v
to launc ne South xploration from eru. It seems thath a w P e P
the Spanish authorities eared both the telescoped intrusion into thef

the English or other European po ers and the possibilityP by w
that definiti ly spurned Quirós might er his services and knoa ve of w
edg to one of the aspiring usurpers among the oreign monar hs Ine f c .
the ent, it pr ed academic hen Quirós died in Mexico en oute toev ov w r
P k ghar e.

W 1606 en, on balance, Quirós xpedition had pr– e ov
to be a failure, it did leave one impressive legacy. After the separation
of the capitana and lmiranta at er Cruz, Luis aez de orres ina V a V T ,
command of the latter esolved to continue xploring the South Seas, r e .
He skirted the coast of Espíritu Santo su ciently to determine thatf
it as an island, ather than the souther continent. He then sailedw r n
to the southwest without making land. So he ltered his course to thea

he Spanish La 137 38 Landín Carrasco and Sánchez Masiá,75. Spate, Ar hipiéT ke, ; “ c
gos,” 595 97

76. Spate, he Spanish La 141 323,T ke,
77. lly La Austrialia 356 65Ke , ,
78. Landín Carrasco and Sánchez Masiá, “Ar hipiélagos,” 596 97c
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cy cy .75 Quirós was given to claiming to be the second Columbus and 
also to comparing himself to Caesar, Hannibal, Alexander, Pyrrhus, 
da Gama, Ma gellan, Pizarr o, and Cortés .76 76 Iturbe weighed in with the 
opinion that a new expedition was indeed in order, but that it should 
not be under the command of Quirós, given his prior performance, 
which had disqualified his leadership . 7 77

y sta y in Europe, in 1609, the Dutch East During Quirós’s length Dutc East 
India Company contracted with an Englishman, Henry Hudson, to 
explore the North American Atlantic coast in search of the northern 
passage. While he mistook for it the river that bears his name, this 
commercial partnership by two of Spain’s key rivals underscored the 
vulnerability of Spanish hegemony in Pacific waters. It would also 

first 
(the ounding of Ne and then the British (con-
version

initiate the North American colonization schemes of first the Dutch 
f w Amsterdam in 1624) and then the British (con-

ersion of New Amsterdam to New York in 1664), developments 
that would ultimately threaten Spain’s control of the Caribbean and 
Atlantic areas that had come to be known as the Spanish Main. 

ieceived mandate In 1614, Quirós, while still in Madrid, rece ed a royal mandate 
acifi c to launch a new South Pacific exploration from Peru. It seems that 

the Spanish authorities feared both the telescoped intrusion into the 
acifi cPacific by the English or other European powers and the possibility 

that a definitively spurned Quirós might ofer his services and knowll--
edge to one of the aspiring usurpers among the foreign monarchs. In 
the event, it proved academic when Quirós died in Mexico en route to 
Peru to take up his c g 78 eru to ta e up his char e.78 

While hile the the 16051605–1606 Quirós expedition had proven, on balance, 
to be a failure, it did leave one impressive legacy. After the separation 
of the capitana and almiranta at Vera Cruz, Luis Vaez de Torres, in 
command of the latter, resolved to continue exploring the South Seas. 
He skirted the coast of Espíritu Santo sufciently to determine that 
it was an island, rather than the southern continent. He then sailed 
to the southwest without making land. So he altered his course to the 

75. Spate, The Spanish La ke, 137–38; Landín Carrasco and Sánchez Masiá, “Archipiéla-la-
gos,” 595–97. 

76. Spate, The Spanish Lake, 141, 323. 
77. Kelly , La Austrialia, 356–65. 
78. Landín Carrasco and Sánchez Masiá, “Archipiélagos,” 596–97. 
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northwest and navigated accurately to the southeaster xtremity ofn e
Ne Guinea. It as ther that he decided to enter the treacherousw w e
strait that to this da bears his name, lik ly sighting ustr lia’s Capey e A a

ork Peninsula in the bar ain.Y g
orres then made his up the est coast of Ne Guinea,T way w w

taking possession of parts of it or Spain. Eventually he arri ed inf , v
Manila, hence he sent details of his disco eries to Quirós ho thenw v , w
incorporated them into his incessant stream of memorials Indeed,.
despite the orts of the Spanish cr wn to suppress suc informa-ef o h
tion, some of it ound its into print and as then translated intof way w
oreign langua es In this fashion, Europe’s areness and kno ledgf g . aw w e

of the South acifi as xpanding, auguring futur hallenges to itsP c w e e c
status as the “Spanish La e.”k

DecDecline line of of the the Luso-Hispanic Luso-Hispanic WWororld ld EmpirEmpiree 

FFor or mor moree than than aa centur centuryy and and aa hahalf lf after after the the QuirQuirós/Tós/Torrorres es eexpeditionxpedition 
((16051605–– 16061606),),  thether ree wweerr ee scarscarcecelyly any any neneww Spanish Spanish initiati initiativves es in in the the 
South South PPacifi acificc.. It It wwould ould seem seem that that the the combined combined failurfailures es of of MedañaMedaña 
and and QuirQuirós ós to to fifind nd the the fa fabbulous ulous trtreasur easuree porportended tended in in the the SolomonSolomon 
and and Ophir Ophir fa fabbles les had had fifinana lly lly dissuaded dissuaded the the drdreamers eamers.. SaSavvee ffoor r aa ffeeww 
eexplorxplorator atoryy thrusts thrusts of of little little consequence, consequence, frfrom om aa EurEuropean opean stand-stand-
point, point, the the South South PPacifi acific c enterentered ed aa deep deep slumber slumber.. So So aalthoug lthoughh the the PPacifi acificc 
rregion egion rremained emained under under nomina nominall Spanish Spanish heghegemony emony,, it it wwas as so so rremoteemote 
as as to to be be beybeyond ond the the papale le of of contemporcontemporar aryy concer concernn as as Spain Spain enterentereded 
into into aa period period of of prprofofound ound economic economic and and politica politicall crisis crisis at at home home andand 
with rwith respect to other ascendant Eurespect to other ascendant European po opean powwersers.. 

TThis his is is not not to to sa sayy that that ther theree wwer eree not not those those wwho ho ad advvocated ocated PPacifiacificc 
eexplorxploration. ation. Of Of parparticular ticular note note wwer eree the the attempts attempts of of the the FFrranciscansanciscans 
to to secur securee suppor supportt frfrom om the the Spanish Spanish monar monarcchh ffor or furfurther ther prprobes obes of of thethe 
South South PPacifi acific c in in sear searcchh of of the the AAustr ustraall continent continent that that wwas as sur sureely ly locatedlocated 
therthere. e. TT heir primar heir primaryy concerconcer nn ww as the spiritua as the spirituall fate of fate of its inhaits inhabitantsbitants.. 
TThe he FFrranciscans anciscans enlisted enlisted the the assistance assistance of of one one of of the the most most rrenoenownedwned 
cosmo cosmoggrraaphers phers and and mathematicians mathematicians of of the the da dayy,, the the Basque-surBasque-surnamednamed 

79. Spate, he Spanish La 138 43T ke,
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northwest and navigated accurately to the southeastern extremity of 
New Guinea. It was there that he decided to enter the treacherous 
strait that to this day bears his name, likely sighting Australia’s Cape 
York Peninsula in the bargain. 

Torres then made his way up the west coast of New Guinea, 
taking possession of parts of it for Spain. Eventually, he arrived in 
Manila, whence he sent details of his discoveries to Quirós, who then 
incorporated them into his incessant stream of memorials. Indeed, 
despite the eforts of the Spanish crown to suppress such informa-
tion, some of it found its way into print and was then translated into 
foreign languages. In this fashion, Europe’s awareness and knowledge 
of the South Pacific was expanding, auguring future challenges to its 
status as the “Spanish La ke.”79 79

79. Spate, The Spanish Lake, 138–43. 
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secular secular priestpriest JJuuan an L Luis uis A Arias rias dede Lo Loyyoola.la. 8080 In In his his cacapacity pacity as as the the fforormermer 
cchrhroniconicler ler of of the the Indies Indies in in the the RRooyyaall Histor Historyy Academy Academy,, he he had had writtenwritten 
rregegararding ding the the trtranspacifi anspacific c vvooyyaaggee of of JJuan uan FFerernández nández that that disco discovverereded aa 
souther southernn landmass landmass betwbetween een Tierr Tierraa de dell Fuego Fuego and and Ne Neww Guinea, Guinea, pos-pos-
sibsibly Nely New w ZeaZealand.land.881 1 

InIn aabbout out 16211621,,  Arias Arias de de Lo Loyyola ola wrwrote ote his his Memoria Memoriall prpresentado esentado 
por por el el Doctor Doctor Don Don JJuan uan Luis Luis Arias Arias aall InfInfante ante Don Don FFerernando nando [[de de AAus-us-
triatria]] dándole dándole cuenta cuenta de de los los descubrimientos descubrimientos vverifierificados cados en en el el HemisfHemisfe-e-
rio rio AAustr ustraall yy entr entree ellos ellos él él de de JJuan uan FFerernándenández, z, aa fifinn de de que que se se interinteresaseesase 
la la conquista conquista espiritua espirituall de de sus sus hahabitadorbitadoreses (Memoria(Memoriall prpresentedesented bbyy 
Doctor Doctor Don Don JJuan uan Luis Luis Arias Arias to to the the Infante Infante Don Don FFerernando nando [of [of AAustria]ustria] 
infinfororming ming him him of of the the vverifierified ed disco discovveries eries in in the the Souther Southernn HemispherHemispheree 
and and among among them them that that of of JJuan uan FFerernández, nández, ffor or the the purpurpose pose of of ararous-ous-
ing ing interinterest est in in the the spiritua spirituall conquest conquest of of their their inhainhabitants). bitants). TThe he docu-docu-
ment ment cited cited the the vvooyyaagges es of of Mendaña, Mendaña, QuirQuirós ós,, and and VVaez aez de de TTorrorres es,, asas 
wweelll.l.82 82 Arias Arias de de Lo Loyyola ola arargued gued that that the the Spanish Spanish cr croown wn had had contrcontracted acted 
with with the the VVatican atican to to prpropa opaggate ate the the faith faith eevvererywywher heree and and wwas as thertheree--
ffor oree under under obobligligation ation to to do do so so in in the the South South PPacifi acificc.. FurFurtherthermormore, e, thethe 
astrastronomica onomicall and and ggeo eoggrraaphica phicall eevidence vidence frfrom om the the rregion egion sug sugggestedested 
the the eexistence xistence ther theree of of aa vvast ast fferertile tile land. land. In Invvoking oking an an anaanalo loggyy withwith 
China, China, he he sug sugggested ested that that the the prpresence esence of of vvast ast ar arcchipehipelalagos gos sucsuchh asas 
those those encounterencountered ed bbyy Mendaña Mendaña and and QuirQuirós ós porportended tended the the nearnearbbyy 
prpresenceesence ofof aa lalar rggee land land mas masss..883 3 TThe he initiati initiativvee wwas as stillbor stillbornn wwhen hen thethe 

80.80. BetwBetween een 15911591   and and 15951595, , Arias Arias de de Lo Loyyola ola wwas as the the lecturlecturer er rregegararding ding ggeo eoggrraaph phyy andand 
nanavigvigation ation in in the the RRooyyaall Mathematica Mathematicall Academy Academy .. ManManueuell EsteEsteban ban PiñeirPiñeiroo,, “Las “Las academias academias téctéc--
nicas nicas en en la la España España de dell sigsiglo lo xvi,” xvi,” QuaderQuaderns ns d’Historia d’Historia de de l’Enginyl’Enginyeria eria 5 ((20032003– 20042004): ): 1212. . InIn 
16031603,,  Arias Arias de de Lo Loyyola, ola, aalong long with with Luis Luis de de FFonseca onseca Coutiño Coutiño,, wwas as rreputed eputed to to ha havvee disco discovverereded 
the the famed famed “fi “fixxed ed point” point” deterdetermination mination of of the the compass compass that that wwas as so so critica criticall to to cacalculating lculating longi-longi-
tude.tude. In In 16111611  and and 16121612,,  he he wwas as at at cour courtt seeseeking king to to cclaim laim aa monetar monetaryy prize prize and and lif lifeelong long pensionpension 
frfrom om the the king king should should his his cacalculations lculations rregegararding ding fifixation xation of of the the compass compass and and the the deterdeterminationmination 
of of longitude longitude pr proovvee vverifi erifiaa bble, le, see see KKeelly lly,, CaCalendar lendar of of DocumentsDocuments,, 6969..  TT en en yy ears ears later later,, he he wwas as still still
at at it it wwhile hile complaining complaining that that wwer eree he he to to rreevvea eall his his secrsecret et cacalculations lculations,, he he should should be be compensatedcompensated 
with with consider consideraabbly ly mor moree than than wwas as being being considerconsidered. ed. Ibid., Ibid., 317317,, 325325..  Indeed, Indeed, the the Arias Arias de de Lo Loyyola ola
initiati initiativvee wwas as so so wweelll l knoknown wn that that the the famed famed poet poet FFrrancisco ancisco de de Que Quevvedo edo made made rrefefererence ence to to it it inin 
his whis wor orkk Los sueños Los sueños ((16271627). ).

81. 81. KKeelly lly,, CaCalendar oflendar of DocumentsDocuments,, 122122..  
82.82. Indeed, Indeed, in in one one of of his his many many petitionspetitions ((16101610))  to to the the king king ffor or suppor supportt of of aa neneww eexpedition, xpedition,

QuirQuirós prós proposed taoposed taking Arias de Lo king Arias de Loyyola aola alonglong. Ibid., . Ibid., 270270.  
83.83. Ibid.,Ibid., 329329– 3030.  
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go govverernment nment aaggrreed eed to to authorize authorize furfurther ther eexpeditions—bxpeditions—but ut only only withwith 
pri privvate financing and/or that of ate financing and/or that of the Fthe F rranciscans themseanciscans themselvlveses.. 

TThe he situation situation rregegararding ding the the CaCalifliforornias nias wwas as some somewwhat hat di differerent.ent. 
By By this this time, time, as as wwee ha havvee seen, seen, ther theree had had been been se sevver eraall eexpeditions xpeditions toto 
both both Baja Baja and and Alta Alta CaCalifliforornia, nia, and and both both wwer eree wweellll situated situated strstrate-ate-
gicagically lly aalong long the the Manila Manila run. run. TThen, hen, too too,, rreporeports ts (and (and aa little little bit bit ofof 
eevidence) vidence) of of their their wweaealth lthyy pear pearll fifisheries sheries had had persisted persisted ffor or nearnearlyly aa 
centur centuryy,, since since the the CorCortés-sponsortés-sponsored ed eexplorxplorations ations during during the the 15201520s s aand nd 
15301530ss .. SimilarSimilarlyly eenduring nduring wwer eree thethe rumorsrumors ofof fafabblled ed mminer ineraall wweeaallth th 
to to be be ffound ound in in the the interior interior of of the the vvast ast NorNorth th American American continent.continent. TThhee 
prprospects ospects of of pearpearls ls,, gold, gold, and and with with the the ultimate ultimate prize prize of of possibpossibly ly fifind-nd-
ing ing the the StrStrait ait of of Anián Anián thr throown wn in in ffor or good good measur measuree aallll underunderpinnedpinned 
one one prproposa oposall after after another another to to prprobe obe furfurther ther Nue Nuevvaa España’s España’s nornortherthernn 
hinterhinterland.land. 

Of Of parparticular ticular rreele levvance ance to to this this account account wwas as the the aappr pproovvaall in in 16111611   
bbyy KingKing PhilipPhilip IIIIII ofof aa parpartnershiptnership headedheaded bbyy aa courcourtt fafavvorite,orite, TTomásomás 
dede C Cara rddona, ona, ffoor r aa ten-yten-year ear eexxccllusius ivvee llicense icense tto o eexxploit ploit tthe he ppear earll fifissh-h-
eries eries of of SpainSpain’s ’s maritime maritime possessions possessions..884 4 At At thethe samesame time,time, iitsts vvesseesselsls 
wwer eree to to be be at at the the disposition disposition of of the the rrooyyaall authorities authorities wwhene henevver er itit wwaass 
deemed necessar deemed necessaryy. T. The cr he croown wwn was to ras to recei eceivve one-fifth of e one-fifth of the prthe profitsofits.. 

In In JJuly uly of of 16131613,,  ssix ix bboats oats ddepar epartted ed SSpain pain ffoor r tthe he NNee ww WWororld ld under under 
the the command command of of FFrrancisco ancisco Basilio Basilio,, with with Nicolás Nicolás CarCardona, dona, nephenepheww ooff 
the the ffounding ounding parpartner tner,, TTomás omás,, second second in in command. command. TThe he flfleet eet eng engaaggeded 
in in pearpearling ling ooff  se sevver eraall islands islands in in the the CaribCaribbean, bean, acquiring acquiring twtwenty-enty-
eigeight ht bblac lackk sla slavves es wwho ho wwer eree to to be be the the di divvers ers.. (Ev(Ever er since since 15851585, , itit wwas as 
prprohibited ohibited to to use use Indians Indians ffor or this this purpurpose, pose, since since bblaclacks ks wwer eree seen seen asas 
mmucuch better suited fh better suited for the task.)or the task.)85 85

In In 16141614,,  thethe eexpedition xpedition rreaceached hed AcaAcapulco pulco,, wwhhere ree iit t bbeg eganan concon--
struction struction of of thr threeee vvesseessels ls.. By By this this time, time, Basilio Basilio had had died, died, and and NicolásNicolás 
CarCardona dona wwas as the the nomina nominall commander—sharing commander—sharing authority authority with with PPedredroo 
ÁlvÁlvararez ez de de RRosaosales les and and JJuan uan de de IturIturbe. be. TThis his wwas as the the same same IturIturbe be wwhoho 
parparticipated ticipated in in the the earearlier lier QuirQuirós ós eexplorxploration ation in in the the South South Seas Seas.. TThehe 
CarCardona dona Company Company underundertook took construction construction of of the the San San FFrrancisco ancisco,, San San 
AntonioAntonio ,, and and San San Die Dieggoo inin A Acacappulco ulco,, i intended ntended ffoor r aa pearpearlling ing eexxpedipedi--

84. Sanfor A. Mosk, “The Cardona Company and the ear Fisheries of Lo er Califord P l w -
nia,” acific Historical Review , no (Mar 1934): 50 51. chP

85. Ibid., 51 52
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85. Ibid., 51–52. 
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tiontion iin n tthe he GGulf ulf o off CaCa llifi foorrnnia. ia. BBut ut iin n 11515515,,   wwhen hen the the flfleet eet wwas as rreadyeady 
to to lea leavvee ffor or the the nornorth, th, it it wwas as learlearned ned that that the the ffeareared ed Dutc Dutchh pirpirate ate JJorisoris 
vvan an Speilber Speilberggen en had had passed passed thrthroug oughh the the StrStrait ait of of Ma Maggeellan llan withwith fifivvee 
or or six six boats boats.. He He had had rraavvaagged ed the the South South American American coast coast and and wwas as nonoww 
in in the the NorNorth th PPacifi acificc.. TThe he ma mayyor or of of AcaAcapulco pulco prprohibited ohibited the the depardeparturturee 
of of the the thr threeee CarCardona dona vvesseessels ls in in ororder der to to shor shoree up up his his porport’s t’s defdefensesenses.. 
WWhen, hen, after after tw twoo months months,, the the pirpirate ate failed failed to to aappear ppear,, the the little little flfleet eet wwasas 
aallo llowwed to sail.ed to sail. 

TTheir heir landfa landfallll wwas as the the site site wwher heree VVizcaíno izcaíno had had been been attac attackkeded bbyy 
Indians Indians in in 11596596 ,,  aand nd tthe he CCar arddona ona flfleeet et rreeceice ivveed d aa hhostile ostile rreeception, ception, aas s 
wweell. ll. Ho Howweevver er,, they they unleashed unleashed tw twoo masti mastiffss upon upon the the terrified terrified IndiansIndians.. 
TThe he eexpedition xpedition eng engaagged ed in in pear pearll didiving ving oovver er the the nenext xt se sevver eraall monthsmonths.. 
IturIturbe be then then learlearned ned frfrom om the the Indians Indians that that they they had had spotted spotted aa “house “house 
on on the the ww aterater,” ,” (lik (likeely ly aa Speilber Speilberggen en vvesseessel), l), and and the the San San FFrrancisco ancisco,, 
under under command command of of Nicolás Nicolás de de CarCardona, dona, wwas as seized seized bbyy the the DutcDutchh 
ooff  of of La La NaNavidad. vidad. TThey hey wwer eree lurlurking king therthere, e, aawwaiting aiting the the arri arrivvaall ofof 
the the Manila Manila ggaalleon. lleon. Some Some of of CarCardona’s dona’s cr creeww escaescaped ped bbyy sswimmingwimming 
ashorashore, e, bbut ut many many seamen, seamen, tw twoo friars friars,, and and eele levven en bblac lackk di divvers ers wwereree 
cacapturptured. ed. TThe he ship ship itseitself lf wwas as rrenamed enamed the the PPererel el (P(Pear earll in in DutcDutch) h) and and
prpressed into Speilber essed into Speilbergg enen’s ’s service.service.886 6 

TThe he Dutc Dutchh corsair corsair no noww prproceeded oceeded to to SaSalalagua gua and and wwent ent ashorashoree 
ther theree in in sear searcchh of of supplies supplies,, una unawwar aree that that ffour our hundrhundred ed men men underunder 
the the command command of of none none other other than than SeSebastián bastián VVizcaíno izcaíno la layy in in ambambush. ush. 
TThhere ree wwaas s aa fifierer ce ce figfight. ht. S Speilber peilbergg enen laterlater wrwroteote that that t the he Dut Dutc chh had had 
killed killed many many of of the the defdefenders enders wwhile hile su suffering ering minima minimall losses losses.. VVizcaínoizcaíno 
rreporeported ted the the opposite opposite to to his his monar monarcch, h, speaspeaking king of of the the enemies’ enemies’ “enor“enor--
mous mous losses” losses” in in his his account. account. TToo underscor underscoree his his point, point, VVizcaíno izcaíno sentsent aa 
pair of pair of ears cut oears cut o ff the head ofthe head of  a Dutca Dutch corh corpse.pse. 

IturIturbe, be, una unawwar aree of of CarCardona’s dona’s fate, fate, contincontinued ued pearpearling ling ffor or sesevv--
er eraall mor moree months months.. TThen, hen, at at one one point, point, he he sigsighted hted aa ffororeign eign ship ship and and 
sent sent wwor ordd to to AcaAcapulco pulco.. In In No Novvember ember of of 16161616,,  IturIturbebe arrarri ivveed d babac ckk inin 
AcaAcapulco pulco.. He He decdeclarlared ed ffourourteen teen ounces ounces of of pearpearls ls to to be be his his rresults esults,, 
aallthoug thoughh itit isis cclear lear that that this this wwaas s bblatant latant underrunderreporeporting ting..887 7 TTomás omás de de 

86.86. GarikanoGarikano,, KKaalifliforornia niakkoa oakk,, 7070–7171. 
87.87. Mosk, Mosk, “T “The Carhe Cardona Companydona Company,” ,” 5959–6060.. 
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Cardona, in his memoirs spok ill of Iturbe, possibly out of envy of, e
his captain’s newfound personal wealth. 8

her is another wrinkle to the stor It isT e y. t of the lor of e
contemporar treasur hunters that Iturbe dispatched ship heavilyy e a
laden with pearls to the north, believing that the Colorado Ri er letv
into the Strait of Anián. he idea as to send to Europe this outeT w by r

smug led cargo orth ast ortune. It is belie ed that the ship ana g w a v f v r
ound in some sma hanne of the ri er’s delta and periodicallyagr ll c l v

ppears and disappears to this da according to the shifting of thea y
sands.

Over the next six decades ther er series of contracts, e w e a f
pearling monopolies arded the cr wn in the Gulf of Califor aw by o -
nia, of hic all w h l ather than serious , r

, explorers to the area, let lone intending settlers hen, in e a . T
as polic shift. her no ould be an attempt actually to colo-w a y T e w w

nize California, the cr wn itself he ollowing ear the by o . T f y ,
ppointed Na av Isidr de Antillón, go ernor of Sinaloa, o y v w

to head the project. ithin e-year time frame, he as to esta lishW a fiv w b
ortified colony in California. Since its long-ter success dependeda f m

upon ang lizing the Indians thr esuit priests er assigned toev e , e J w e
the xpedition. hese er the Italian Eusebio ancesco Chini (Euse-e T w e Fr
bio ancisco Kino), Antonio Suaréz, and Matías Goñi. Not onlyFr

er Goñi and Atondo from the same par of Na arra, they er lsow e t v w e a
friends.

Preparations including construction of the gship La Conce, fla
ción Sanand the lmirantas San osé and ancisco Xavier (named Fra J
or the Na arrese esuit saint), took our long ears It as not untilf v J f y . w

1683 with mor than hundred personsthat the, e a17J y ,
on board, including some baptized Indian men and omen or serw f -
ants departed or Chacala or California. Ever one as underv , P t f y w

strict orders not to use the pa an Indians in any fashion and notab g
to stea objects from them under pain of death. Gi en the sad historl v y
between Spaniards and California Indians and particularly that with,

88. Garikano lifornia oa 73, Ka k k,
89. Ibid., 73 74
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Cardona, in his memoirs, spoke ill of Iturbe, possibly out of envy of 
his captain’s newfound personal wealth.8 88 

There is another wrinkle to the story . It is part par of the lore of 
contemporary treasure hunters that Iturbe dispatched a ship heavily 
laden with pearls to the north, believing that the Colorado River let 
into the Strait of Anián. The idea was to send to Europe by this route 
a smuggled cargo worth a vast fortune. It is believed that the ship ran 
aground in some small channel of the river’s delta and periodically 
appears and disappears to this day according to the shifting of the 
sands .8989 

attracted ccommer icia ssojourners, rather than serious 
678, there 

Over the next six decades, there were a series of contracts for or 
pearling monopolies awarded by the crown in the Gulf of Califor-
nia, all of which attracted ommerc al ojourners 
explorers to the area, let alone intending settlers. Then, in 1 ther 1678 
was a policy shift. There now would be an attempt actually to colo-

arrese Isidro de y Antillón, governor of Sinaloa, was 
to head the project. Within a five-year time frame, he was to establish 
a fortified colony in California. Since its long-term success depended 
upon evangelizing the Indians, e three Jesuit priests were assigned to 
the expedition. These were the Italian Eusebio Francesco Chini (Euse-
bio Francisco Kino), Antonio Suaréz, and Matías Goñi. Not only 
were Goñi and Atondo from the same part of Navarra, they were also 
friends. 

financed nize California, financed by the crown itself. The following year, the 
Navarrese as appointed 

Preparations , including construction of the flagship La Concep-p-
ción and the almirantas San José and San Francisco Xavier (named 
for the Navarrese Jesuit saint), took four long years. It was not until 

1683, that the with more than a hundred persons Jananuaruar y 17, fleet, fleet, 
on board, including some baptized Indian men and women for ser-
vants, departed Port Chacala for California. Everyone was under 
strict orders not to abuse the pagan Indians in any fashion and not 
to steal objects from them under pain of death. Given the sad history 
between Spaniards and California Indians, and particularly that with 

88. Garikano, Kalifornia koa k, 73 

89. Ibid., 73–74. 
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the European pearlers xtreme kindness and espect er lik ly the, e r w e e
only means of winning them o erv .

he sailed to La az and disembar ed. he intending T P k T
onists began constructing llings and other uildings and tookdwe b
possession of the site in the name of their monar h. At one point, itc
ppeared that armed Indians were about to attack.a

As they pproached, the Spanish soldiers an to their defenses; ut thea r b
intrepid Atondo hoosing di erent tactics thr himself in front of, c f , ew
their leaders and with lls and assumed ceness hallengedye c
the entir ultitude. Suc llant br er as too uc or the Indiane m h ga av y w m h f

arriors Suc oice as that of Atondo they had ne er befor heard;w . h a v v e
suc earful spectacle as he presented they had ne er befor seen: orh a f v e f
the moment they er par lyzed with astonishment; and, as Atondow e a
ad anced, they precipitately turned their backs and ed in disorder tov fl
their ancherias hus as the battle ought and on, lik some of thoser . T w f w e
depicted in Homer, by mere strength of lungs.

But then lations deteriorated further days later an Indianre . A few ,
ounded Spaniar with an arr as caught, and then imprisoned.w a d ow, w

Mean hile, one of the colonists disappeared, pparently killed thew a by
Indians (As it turned out, he had committed some sor of crime and. t
oluntarily joined the Indians out of ear of punishment.) henv f T a
oup of arriors ppeared in camp demanding the lease of theirgr w a , re

companion. Atondo convinced them to sit down to meal, and hena w
they er collected to ether at ta le, on his order cannon asw e g a b , a w
dischar ed, with the blast killing ten of them.g

he Europeans er no learly in state of ar with the tribe,T w e w c a w
and their ood as running lo months earlier ship had beenf w w. Two , a
dispatched to Sinaloa or supplies ut it had not eturned. So mor lef , b r a
plummeted, and some of the colonists petitioned either to bandona
the project or at least to mo the colony to mor fa or le location.ve a e v ab
A meeting was held that appr ed the latter mo e.ov v

On October 1683 xpedition sailed up the Gulf of Califor , e -6,
nia, stopping ten leagues north of Loreto. Again they began 
tion, hic included ort. On No ember orma30 Atondo tookw h a f v , f l

90. Ibid., 74 75
91. heodor Histor of California ols (San ancisco: Stone, 1898),H. Hittell, y , v . Fr N. J.T e
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the European pearlers, extreme kindness and respect were likely the 
only means of winning them o ver .90 90

fleet col-The fleet sailed to La Paz and disembarked. The intending col-
onists began constructing dwellings and other buildings and took 
possession of the site in the name of their monarch. At one point, it 
appeared that armed Indians were about to attack. 

As they approached, the Spanish soldiers ran to their defenses; but the 
intrepid Atondo, choosing diferent tactics, threw himself in front of 

terrifi c fiertheir leaders and with terrific yells and assumed fierceness challenged 
the entire multitude. Such gallant bravery was too much for the Indian 
warriors. Such a voice as that of Atondo they had never before heard; 
such a fearful spectacle as he presented they had never before seen: for 
the moment they were paralyzed with astonishment; and, as Atondo 
advanced, they precipitately turned their backs and fled in disorder to 
their rancherias. Thus was the battle fought and won, like some of those 
depicted in Homer, by mere strength of lungs .9191 

But then relations deteriorated further. A few days later, an Indian 
wounded a Spaniard with an arrow, was caught, and then imprisoned. 
Meanwhile, one of the colonists disappeared, apparently killed by the 
Indians. (As it turned out, he had committed some sort of crime and 
voluntarily joined the Indians out of fear of punishment.) Then a 
group of warriors appeared in camp, demanding the release of their 
companion. Atondo convinced them to sit down to a meal, and when 
they were collected together at a table, on his order, a cannon was 
discharged, with the blast killing ten of them. 

The Europeans were now clearly in a state of war with the tribe, 
and their food was running low. Two months earlier, a ship had been 
dispatched to Sinaloa for supplies, but it had not returned. So morale 
plummeted, and some of the colonists petitioned either to abandon 
the project or at least to move the colony to a more favorable location. 
A meeting was held that approved the latter move. 

On October 6, 1683, the expedition sailed up the Gulf of Califor-the 
nia, stopping ten leagues north of Loreto. construc-Again they began construc-
tion, which included a fort. On November 30, Atondo took formal 

90. Ibid., 74–75. 
91. Theodore H. Hittell, Histor y of California, 4 vols . (San Francisco: N. J. Stone, 1898), 

1:157. 
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possession possession of of the the ne neww site, site, no noww named named San San Bruno Bruno.. TThe he Indians Indians herheree 
pr proovved ed to to be be mmuc uchh mor moree peaceful peaceful than than the the ones ones at at La La PPaz, az, andand oovveerr 
the the nenext xt ffeeww months months,, the the JJesuits esuits made made inrinroads oads with with their their eevvang angeeliza-liza-
tion. tion. By By the the end end of of aa yyear ear,, aabout bout ffour our hundrhundred ed Indians Indians wwer eree desirdesirousous 
of of babaptism, ptism, bbut ut the the friars friars wwer eree hesitant. hesitant. TThe he futur futuree of of the the colonycolony wwaass 
doubtful. doubtful. VVarious arious eexpeditions xpeditions had had pr proovven en the the surrsurrounding ounding arareas eas to to bebe 
arid arid and and barrbarren. en. TThe he colony’s colony’s crcrops ops failed, failed, the the loca locall wwater ater supply supply wwasas 
poorpoor, and the c, and the climate wlimate was harsh.as harsh. 

Atondo Atondo sent sent tw twoo vvesseessels ls nornorth—one th—one to to eexplor xploree furfurther ther the the coast coast 
inin searsearcchh ooff aa better better place place ffoor r thethe colony colony and and t the he other other toto e eng ngaaggee in in 
pearpearlingling.. BothBoth wweerr ee failurfailureses.. TThen, hen, too too,, thertheree wwereree neneww rrumors umors ofof 
Dutc Dutchh corsairs corsairs penetrpenetrating ating the the ararea, ea, and and Atondo Atondo wwas as no noww ororderdered ed toto 
wwar arnn the the Manila Manila ggaalleon. lleon. WWith ith his his supplies supplies and and spirits spirits ddwindling, windling, inin 
MaMayy ofof 16851685,,   he he decided decided to to aabandon bandon the the colony colony and and rretureturnn to to NueNuevvaa 
España.España.992 2

Bac Backk in in Nue Nuevvaa España, España, Atondo Atondo petitioned petitioned ffor or furfurther ther ooffciaciall 
suppor supportt and and funding funding ffor or aa rretur eturnn eexpedition xpedition to to San San Bruno Bruno.. HoHow-w-
eevver er,, his his fifirst rst eexpedition xpedition had had been been aa major major fifinancia nanciall fifiascoasco ,, and and thethe 
cr croown wn no noww faced faced serious serious Indian Indian rreebebellions llions in in both both Nue Nuevvaa VVizca izcayyaa andand 
Nue Nuevvoo MéMéxico xico.. His His rrequest equest wwas as denied, denied, and and he he slipped slipped into into obscurityobscurity .. 
Ho Howweevver er,, his his eexpedition xpedition had had not not been been aa tota totall failurfailure. e. At At one one point, point, hehe 
had had led led the the only only land land crcrossing ossing to to that that date date of of the the peninsula peninsula of of BajaBaja 
CaCalifliforornia.nia. 

TThen, hen, too too,, perperhahaps ps emboldened emboldened bbyy their their success success at at San San Bruno Bruno,, thethe 
JJesuits esuits named named FFrraayy JJuan uan María María SaSalvlvatierr atierraa to to head head aa CaCalifliforornia nia mis-mis-
sion sion prproject. oject. AA Basque Basque priest priest and and prprofofessor essor of of philosoph philosophyy at at the the JJesuitesuit 
CollegCollegee inin MeMexxico ico CCity i t y,, JJuan uan de de UgUgararte, te, wwaas s aappointed ppointed fundrfundraiser aiser 
and and trtreasureasurer er ffor or the the futur futuree CaCalifliforornia nia missions missions.. In In 16971697,,   thethe JJesu-esu-
its its rretureturned ned to to San San Bruno Bruno and and esta estabblished lished the the LorLoreto eto mission, mission, wwhichichh 
became became the the main main base base frfrom om wwhic hichh to to eevvang angeelize lize Baja Baja CaCalifliforornia nia oovver er 
the the nenext xt se sevven en decades decades..993 3 TThhey ey ffounded ounded se sevventeen enteen missions missions in in Baja. Baja. 
Out Out of of the the tota totall of of sixty-tw sixty-twoo JJesuit esuit missionaries missionaries oovver er that that period, period, tenten 

92. Ibid., 158 60
93. Garikano lifornia oa 86 Less ortuitous er the missionar activities inKa k k, 8 . f w e y,

Guam. In 1672 er er es, sev al missionaries w e killed there by the nativ , triggering thirty years of
violence. In 1688 the esuits esta lished the permanent missions on the island. Dodge,, J b
Islands and Empires 85 his persistence mirrored that of the civil authorities since ther as, . T , e w
interest in esta lishing Guam as a mid-Pacific garrison and resupply port on the Manila run.b
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92. Ibid., 1:158–60. 
93. Garikano, Kalifornia koa k, 86–888. Less fortuitous were the missionary activities in 

Guam. In 1672, sever al missionaries wer e killed there by the natives, triggering thirty years of 
violence. In 1688 first , the Jesuits established the first permanent missions on the island. Dodge, 
Islands and Empires, 85. This persistence mirrored that of the civil authorities, since there was 
interest in establishing Guam as a mid-Pacific garrison and resupply port on the Manila run. 
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wwer eree of of Basque Basque descent. descent. TThe he JJesuits esuits,, desirdesirous ous of of ererasing asing the the unfunforor--
tunate tunate histor historyy of of Indian-wIndian-white hite rreelations lations,, crcreated eated their their oown wn fifiefdom efdom 
in in the the rregion, egion, prprohibiting ohibiting both both EurEuropean opean settlement settlement and and pearpearlingling 
actiactivities vities..994 4

94. illiam A. Douglass and on Bilbao Amerikanuak: Basques in the New orldW J , W (Reno:
Uni ersity of Ne ada Press 1975), 179 80v v ,
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94. William A. Douglass and Jon Bilbao , Amerikanuak: Basques in the New World (Reno: 
University of Ne vada Press , 1975), 179–80. 
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Twilight of  the Spanish Pacific 

By now, Spain’s real challenges were back in the Iberian homeland, 
with its frequently rocky and shifting alliances with its European 
neighbors . What follows 1 is a brief outline of the many salient fac-
tors that had arguably stretched Spain to the limit. 

As we have noted, during the sixteenth century, under Charles 
V and then his son, Philip II, Spain became the preeminent military 
power in the Occident, the bulwark against Ottoman expansion in 
the Mediterranean, and the phalanx of the Counter-Reformation in 

sup-Northern Europe, as well as increasingly the prime source of the sup-
ply of precious metals underpinning the continent’s monetary system. 
Spanish military supremacy within Europe and Spain’s expansion 

financia in both the Americas and the Orient placed heavy financial burdens 
upon the crown—translating into considerable dependence upon both 
domestic and f , as w ll as periodic economic crises anddomestic and foreign lenders, as well as periodic economic crises and 
collapses. eY t et in 1600, Spain and Portugal combined had but slightly 

bit-more population (between nine and nine and a half million inhabit-
ants) than contiguous France alone. 

Spain’s European holdings (primarily the Low Countries, Spain’s European holdings (primarily the Lo Countries 
norther Italy and the Kingdom of Naples) er far from ideally northern Italy, and the Kingdom of Naples) were far from ideally 
distributed with espect to their militar defense. hile Spain as distributed with respect to their military defense. While Spain was 
nominally par of the Habsbur dynasty after the death of Charlesnominally a part of the Habsburg dynasty, after the death of Charles 
V,V, the kinship ties underpinning such an alliance were more distant 
and less dependa le. An obsession with controlling the politica andand less dependable. An obsession with controlling the political and 
rereligious destiny of the Low Countries embroiled Madrid in nearly a 
centur of militar eng ements that luded Spain from the ben century of military engagements that excluded Spain from the ben-
efiefits of the dramatic rise of the Dutch economy and that emboldened 
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an ascendant England to suppor its Protestant cor ligionists ance, an ascendant England to support its Protestant coreligionists. France, 
particularly under Louis XIV vie ed Spanish territories as tar ets particularly under Louis XIV, viewed Spanish territories as targets 
of opportunity prompting se er ars between the tw Souther of opportunity, prompting several wars between the two Southern 
European po ersEuropean powers. 

A self-centered Catholic hierarchy and aristocracy also c l-hal-
lenged a weakened Spanish crown repeatedly throughout the mid-
seventeenth Their combined gains undermined the state’s enteenth century. 
income and its capacity to govern. Such problems were exacerbated 
by hyperinflation, scarcities of goods, the venality of bureaucrats, and 
periodic famine and plague. 

Finally with the passa of time, Spain’s Ne orld colonies Finally, with the passage of time, Spain’s New World colonies 
matured into politica and economic entities in their wn right. Accormatured into political and economic entities in their own right. Accord-
ingly, New World–born criollos ingly Ne orld–bor criollos were increasingly less willing to follow 
blblindly Madrid’s lead, particularly with regard to Spanish mercantil-
ism. Spain’s American colonies er de loping their wn industries ism. Spain’s American colonies were developing their own industries 
and mar ets hey er lso becoming liabilities as both potentia sup and markets. They were also becoming liabilities as both potential sup-
porters of landestine contr band commerce with oreign mer hants porters of clandestine contraband commerce with foreign merchants 
(primarily Dutch) and possible tar ets of oreign ession (primarily(primarily Dutch) and possible targets of foreign aggression (primarily 
English).English). 

Th ro These developments in Europe and Hispanic America placed 
Spain and ortug on the defensi in both the Americas and in the Spain and Portugal on the defensive in both the Americas and in the 
Orient. hile the unifi
1580–1 eater deg ee of Iberian collaboration, it 

Orient. While the unification of the Spanish and Portuguese thrones 
(1580 640) u erehsusher d ed in in a greater degree of Iberian collaboration, it 1640 

so produced its own new ew chal challenges. 1581  the  Dutch  rebelled al al ro s. In 1581 
ag eb against King Philip II’s rule and thereby lost their access to trade 
with Lisbon—mainly in spices In 

pendence of the Netherlands in 11607 since Dutc ould test 

with Lisbon—mainly in spices. In efect, that globalized the con-
flict, one that would endure for nearly three decades, until the inde-
pendence of the Netherlands in 607, since Dutch of cror s eces would test 
PoPortuguese/Spanish hegemony in both Latin America and Asia. In 
15981598 tw Dutc freebooting xpeditions passed throug the Strait of, two Dutch freebooting expeditions passed through the Strait of 
Ma llan into the acifiMagellan into the Pacific. The one under the command of Oliver De 
Noor aided long the Spanish acifiNoort raided along the Spanish Pacific coast as far north as Panama. 
De Noor eturned to Europe crossing the acifi De Noort returned to Europe by crossing the Pacific and rounding 
Africa—ther becoming the ourth man to circumnavigate the Africa—thereby becoming the fourth man to circumnavigate the 
globe, after Magellan/Elkano, Drake, and Cavendish. Then, in 1609 gl ge 1609, 
Spain signed treaty with the ne ly independent Netherlands that Spain signed a treaty with the newly independent Netherlands that 
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rreeccooggnniizzeedd aanndd lleeggiittiimmaatteedd DDuuttcchh mmaarriittiimmee ppeenneettrraattiioonn tthhrroouugghhoouutt 
tthe whe woorrlld.d.22 

Nor Nor wwer eree the the Dutc Dutchh aalone lone in in cchahallenging llenging Luso-Hispanic Luso-Hispanic heghegee--
mony mony .. InIn 16071607, , the the EngEnglish lish ssettled ettled JJaamestomestowwn, n, a and nd t the he ffoollollowwing ing yyeear ar,, 
the the FFrrenc enchh ffounded ounded Ne Neww FFrraance nce inin t the he futufutur ree Q Queuebbec ec.. As As earearly ly asas 16241624, , 
the the British British wwer eree ensconced ensconced on on the the island island of of St. St. Kitts Kitts,, and and that that samesame 
yyear ear,, aa Dutc Dutchh na navvaall ffororce, ce, furfurthering thering the the interinterests ests of of the the Dutc Dutchh WWestest 
Indies Indies Company Company,, attac attackked ed and and occupied occupied BrBrazil. azil. Mean Meanwwhile, hile, anotheranother 
Dutc Dutchh na navvaall incursion incursion passed passed thrthroug oughh the the StrStrait ait of of Ma Maggeellan llan and and prproo--
vided vided the the Chilean Chilean and and PPeruvian eruvian coasts coasts with with aa rreprise eprise of of De De NoorNoort’st’s 
earearlier lier prpredations edations,, eevven en trig trigggering ering aa serious serious na navvaall encounter encounter at at CaCall--
lao lao.. 33 IIn n 16341634,,  the the Dut Dutc chh anne anne xxeed d CurCur aaçao çao a and nd tw twoo yyeears ars later later A Aruba. ruba. 
In In 16351635,,  thethe FFrreencnchh estaestabbllished ished aa settlement settlement at at MarMartinique, tinique, and and the the
EngEnglish lish acquiracquired ed JJamaica amaica in in 16551655..  TThhese ese de devveelopments lopments wweent nt lalar rggeely ly 
uncunchahallengllenged ed bbyy the the oovver ereextended xtended and and wwea eakkened ened Spain Spain and and PPorortug tugaal.l. 
All All wwer eree to to become become both both centers centers frfrom om wwhic hichh to to conduct conduct contr contraabandband 
trtrade ade with with Spanish Spanish and and PPorortuguese tuguese colonies colonies and and launclaunching hing padspads ffoor r 
pirpirac acyy aaggainst ainst Spanish Spanish shipping shipping in in the the CaribCaribbean. bean. In In shorshort, t, parparts ts ofof 
nornorther thernn South South America America and and the the CaribCaribbean bean had had become become windowindows ws ofof 
vulner vulneraability bility ffor or the the fforormer mer Luso-Hispanic Luso-Hispanic heghegemony emony and and of of opporoppor--
tunity ftunity for the other Euror the other European maritime po opean maritime powwersers.. 

TThh eerree wweerree aallssoo ddeevveellooppmmeennttss iinn IInnddoonneessiiaa tthhaatt ppoorrtteennddeedd iillll ffoorr 
SSpainpain’’s s PPaacificifi cc iinntteerreessttss.. AAlltthhoouugghh bbyy 11522522 PPoorrttuuggaall hhaadd eessttaabblliisshheedd a a
pprreesence sence iin n JJaakkarartta, a, oone ne tthat hat SSpain pain wwoould uld aacquircquir ee ((if if bbuut t iindirndirectly) ectly) 
wwhh eenn PPhhiilliipp IIII bbeeccaammee kkiinngg ooff PPoorrttuuggaall iinn 11580580 , , bbyy ccenturenturyy’s ’s eend, nd, 
ssucuc hh LLuso-Hispanic uso-Hispanic iinflnfl uueennccee wwaass uunnddeerr sseerriioouuss cchhaalllleennggee.. IInn 11600600 , , 
QQueen ueen EElizalizabbeth eth cchharartterereed d tthe he BBritish ritish East East India India CompanyCompany , , and and twtw o o
yyee aarrss llaatteerr,, tthheerree wwaa ss aa DDuuttcchh EEaasstt IInnddiiaa CCoommppaannyy,, aass wwee llll.. IInn 11596596 , , 
tthe he DDutcutc hh cconstructed onstructed ttheir heir oowwn n ffacilities acilities iin n JJaakkarartta a aand nd qquicuickkly ly 
eemermer ggeed d aas s iits ts ddominant ominant EEururoopean pean ppoo wweerr .. TThhey ey aallso so qquicuickkly ly ccaa pp--
tturureed d TTidoridor ee aand nd TTeerrnnate. ate. IIn n 11602602,  , tthe he BBritish ritish EEast ast IIndia ndia CCompany ompany 
aacquircquireed d aa ttrraading ding ppost ost nnearear bbyy,, aand nd iin n 11615615, , tthe he lloca ocall ssultan ultan aalllied lied 
wwith ith aa BBritish ritish ffoorrcce e tto o aattacttac kk tthe he DDutcutchh. . TThhe e iinitiatinitiati vve e failed, failed, and and bby y

2. Samuel Eliot Morison, The European Discovery of America, vol. 2, The Souther n Voy-y-
ages, A.D . 1492–1616 (New York: Oxford University Press, 1974), 729–31. 

3. C. R. Bo xer , The Portuguese Seaborne Empire: 1415 –1825 (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 
1969), 109; Malyn Newitt, A Histor y of Portuguese Overseas Expansion, 1400–1668 (London: 
Routledge, 2005), 223–26. 
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11619619,,   tthe he DDutcutc hh aasserssertted ed ccolonia oloniall hhegegeemony mony oovveer r IIndonesia—rndonesia—reenamnam--
iing ng JJaakkarartta a aas s BBataatavvia. ia. TThhen, en, iin n 11664664,,   KKing ing HHenri enri IIV V llauncaunchhed ed the the 
FFrreenncchh EEaasstt IInnddiiaa CCoommppaannyy aanndd oorrddeerreedd tthhaatt tthhiirrttyy vveesssseellss ffoorr iitt bbee 
cconstructed.onstructed.44 

In In sum, sum, bbyy the the earearly ly se sevventeenth enteenth centur centuryy,, non-Iberian non-Iberian EurEuropeanopean 
nations nations wwer eree acquiring acquiring both both Southeast Southeast Asian Asian and and CaribCaribbean bean strstrongong--
holds holds and and stastaging ging arareas eas frfrom om wwhic hichh to to prprobe obe the the unknounknown wn PPacifi acific c 
wwororld beyld beyond.ond. 

ArArgua guabbly ly,, then, then, the the Spanish Spanish negneglect lect of of the the South South PPacifi acificc at at thisthis 
time time wwas as due due in in lar larggee measur measuree to to the the ececlipsing lipsing of of SpainSpain’s ’s oovvererlyly 
eextended xtended state state and and imperia imperiall po powwer er.. It It wwas as aa historica historicall junctur juncturee atat 
wwhic hichh aallll of of the the EurEuropean opean po powwers ers wwer eree cchahallengllenged ed bbyy the the eextrxtraoraordi-di-
narily narily sanguinar sanguinaryy conflict conflict that that came came to to be be knoknown wn as as the the TThirhirty ty YYears’ears’ 
WWaar r ((16181618––16481648). ). TThe he rresulting esulting PPeace eace of of WWestphaestphalia lia underscorunderscored ed thatthat 
Spanish Spanish po powwer er had had passed passed its its zenith zenith and and wwas as in in decdecline. line. Spain Spain wwasas 
ffororced ced to to gi givvee ooffcia ciall rrecoecognition gnition to to Dutc Dutchh independence. independence. Also Also,, parpartt--
wwaayy thrthroug oughh the the conflict, conflict, in in 16401640,,  PPoorrtugtug aall rregegained ained its its so sovverereignty eignty,, 
aallied llied with with the the anti-Haanti-Habsbbsbur urgg side side of of the the wider wider EurEuropean opean conflconflaaggrraa--
tion, tion, and and then then contincontinued ued its its bebelliglligererenc encyy with with Spain Spain ffor or tw twoo decadesdecades 
after after the the WWestphaestphalia lia aaggrreements eements.. TThis his,, of of course, course, interinterdicted dicted LusoLuso--
Hispanic Hispanic collacollaborboration ation in in vvooyyaagges es of of disco discovver eryy suc suchh as as that that rreflectedeflected 
in the second Mendaña and Quirin the second Mendaña and Quirós eós expeditionsxpeditions.. 

TThe he critica criticall turturning ning point point occurroccurred ed in in 17001700   with with the the death death of of the the
cchildless hildless Spanish Spanish monar monarcchh CharCharles les II. II. He He had had named named his his hahalf lf sister’ssister’s 
ggrrandson, andson, Philip Philip,, Duk Dukee of of Anjou, Anjou, as as his his heir heir.. Philip Philip wwas as aalso lso the the ggrrand-and-
son son of of the the FFrrenc enchh king, king, Louis Louis XIV XIV,, prprompting ompting the the AAustrians ustrians,, PPorortu-tu-
guese, guese, EngEnglish, lish, and and Dutc Dutchh to to ffear ear that that EurEurope’s ope’s babalance lance of of po powwer er wwasas 
endangendangerered ed bbyy eevvents ents in in Spain. Spain. TThis his trig trigggerered ed the the Spanish Spanish WWar ar of of Suc-Suc-
cessioncession ((17001700––17131713),),  wwhic hichh embrembroiled oiled most most EurEuropean opean po powwers ers and and ledled 
to British attacto British attacks upon Spanish (and F ks upon Spanish (and Frrencench) coloniah) colonial interl interestsests.. 

TTher heree wwould ould be be no no cclearlear-cut -cut rresolution esolution of of the the conflict, conflict, bbut ut thethe 
rredefining edefining TTrreaty eaty of of UtrUtrececht ht obobviously viously penapenalized lized the the Spanish/F Spanish/Frrencenchh 
side side the the most. most. In In rretur eturnn ffor or rrecoecognition gnition of of Philip Philip VV as as the the successorsuccessor 
of of CharCharles les II, II, it it wwas as aaggrreed eed that that he he wwould ould rrenounce enounce aallll cclaims laims to to thethe 
FFrrenc enchh thrthrone. one. Se Sevver eraall kkey ey FFrrenc enchh princes princes wwer eree rrequirequired ed to to rreelinquishlinquish 
any any possibpossible le birbirthrigthright ht to to the the Spanish Spanish kingship kingship.. FFrrance ance conceded conceded toto 
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GrGreat eat Britain Britain both both territor territoryy and and commercommercia ciall rigrights hts in in Canada. Canada. SpainSpain 
lost lost most most of of her her EurEuropean opean holdings holdings in in the the souther southernn Lo Loww CountriesCountries,, 
as as wweellll as as in in nornorther thernn ItaItaly ly to to AAustria. ustria. PPorortug tugaall rregegained ained frfrom om SpainSpain 
wwhat hat is is prpresent-da esent-dayy Urugua Uruguayy,, and and the the contested contested boundaries boundaries of of BrBraa--
zil zil wwer eree rrecoecognized gnized in in fa favvor or of of the the PPorortuguese. tuguese. Spain Spain wwas as ffororced ced toto 
cede cede Gibr Gibraaltar ltar and and MinorMinorca ca to to GrGreat eat Britain. Britain. TThe he British British wwer eree aalsolso 
accoraccorded ded thethe asientoasiento,, or or rigright, ht, to to se sellll sla slavves es within within the the Spanish Spanish colo-colo-
nies fnies for the neor the next thirxt thirty yty yearsears..55 

On On babalance, lance, Spain Spain had had been been pulled pulled within within the the spher spheree of of influ-influ-
ence ence of of an an ascendant ascendant FFrrance, ance, with with consider consideraabble le attendant attendant rrestrestraintsaints 
upon upon its its independence independence of of action action and and with with its its ties ties to to the the HaHabsbbsbururgsgs 
no noww se sevverered ed after after nearnearly ly tw twoo centuries centuries.. Spanish Spanish po powwer er and and territorterritoryy 
within within EurEurope ope had had both both been been diminished, diminished, and and SpainSpain’s ’s cacapacity pacity toto 
eexxerercise cise aa monopoly monopoly oovver er the the commercommerce ce with with its its oown wn colonies colonies hadhad 
beenbeen comprcomproomised. mised. InIn 17391739, , the the so-caso-called lled WWar ar of of JJenkins’ enkins’ Ear Ear withwith 
GrGreat eat Britain Britain brbrok okee out. out. OstensibOstensibly ly,, the the issue issue wwas as Spanish Spanish aaggggrressionession 
in in boarboarding ding British British ships ships to to countercountermand mand illicit illicit smsmug ugggling, ling, parparticu-ticu-
larlarly ly that that or orgganized anized frfrom om British British JJamaica. amaica. TThe he big biggger er concer concernn wwas as 
SpainSpain’s ’s desir desiree to to aabr brooggate ate the the asiento asiento aaggrreement eement prprematur ematureely ly .. At At thethe 
outset outset of of the the hostilities hostilities,, the the British British sent sent one one eexpeditionar xpeditionaryy ffororce ce toto 
assault assault the the Spanish Spanish Main, Main, wwhile hile another another,, under under command command of of Com-Com-
modormodore Geor e Georgge Anson, we Anson, was dispatcas dispatched to the South Phed to the South Pacifiacificc.. 

In In many many rregegarards ds,, the the Anson Anson initiati initiativvee wwas as so so ill ill concei conceivved ed andand 
poorpoorly ly planned planned that that it it cost cost the the li livves es of of nearnearly ly thrthree-quaree-quarters ters of of thethe 
nineteen nineteen hundrhundred ed men men aaboar boardd the the eigeight ht vvesseessels ls.. (All (All bbut ut aa ffeeww dieddied 
of of illness illness or or starvstarvation, ation, rrather ather than than in in combat.) combat.) TThe he British British flfleet eet did did 
manamanagge,e, hohowweevveerr ,, to to intimidate intimidate the the Spanish Spanish colonies colonies of of the the southsouth--
er ernn South South American American coast. coast. It It aalmost lmost interintercepted cepted (near (near AcaAcapulco) pulco) aa 
Manila Manila ggaalleon lleon and and in in 17431743   eevventuaentually lly cacapturptured ed the the Co Covvadong adongaa,, aa 
heaheavily vily ladenladen AcaAcappulco ulco trtreasureasuree shipship,, in in Asian Asian wwaters aters.. Components Components 
of of the the Anson Anson ffororce ce mana managged ed to to occupy occupy JJuan uan FFerernández nández Island Island ooff  thethe 
Chilean Chilean coast. coast. TThe he fact fact that that Anson Anson mana managged ed to to operoperate ate with with rreelatilativvee 
impunity impunity ffor or mor moree than than tw twoo yyears ears in in PPacifi acific c wwaters aters cclearlearly ly underscorunderscoreded 
the the tentenuousness uousness of of SpainSpain’s ’s hold hold on on the the rregion. egion. TThis his wwas as rreinfeinfororced ced inin 

5. 5. GrGreat eat Britain Britain wwas as aalso lso accoraccorded ded so sovverereignty eignty oovver er Canada’s Canada’s Atlantic Atlantic fifishing shing ggrrounds ounds andand 
prpromptly denied Spanish fisheromptly denied Spanish fishermen, in the main Basquesmen, in the main Basques, access to them., access to them. 
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17621762,,  wwhen, hen, as as aa par partt of of the the Se Sevven en YYears’ ears’ WWar ar,, EngEnglish lish ffororces ces underunder 
WWilliam illiam Dr Draaper per and and SamSamue uell CorCornish nish occupied occupied Manila Manila and and plunderplundereded 
the the city city,, holding holding it it until until 11764764, ,  wwhhen en iit t wwaas s rreeturturnned ed tto o SSpain pain uunder nder aa 
peace trpeace treaty betweaty between the beeen the belliglligererentsents.. 

IIn n tthe he iimmediate mmediate aafterftermmath ath oof f tthe he SSee vveen n YYeears’ ars’ WWaarr ,, tthe he uuninnin --
hhaabbited ited FFaallkland kland IIslands slands bbecame ecame the the object object of of a a thrthree-wee-w aay y po powwer er 
sstrugtrug gglle. e. AArrgguaua bblly y aastride stride tthe he ggaatete wwaay y to to the the StrStrait ait of of MaMa ggeellan, llan, the the
FFaallkkllaannddss aaffoorrddeedd ssttrraatteeggiicc lleevveerraaggee oovveerr aacccceessss ttoo tthhee SSoouutthh PPaacciifificc.. 
TThhee fifirrsstt mmoovvee wwaass tthhee ppeerrssoonnaall iinniittiiaattiivvee ooff LLoouuiiss AAnnttooiinnee ddee BBoouu--
ggaa iinnvviillllee,, wwhhoo,, aatt hhiiss oowwnn eexxppeennssee,, iinn 11763763   eessttaabblliisshheedd  tthhee  FFrreenncch h
ccolony olony oof f PPoorr tt SSaint aint LLouis ouis ttherheree, , oon n BBerer kkeelley ey SSound. ound. UUnana wwaarr ee oof f iits ts 
eexx iisstteennccee,, iinn 11765765   tthhee EEnngglliisshhmmaann JJoohhnn BByyrroonn ffoouunnddeedd aa FFaallkkllaannddss 
ssettlement ettlement aat t PPoorr tt EEgmont. gmont. AAn n aallararmmed ed SSpain pain pprreessurssureed d tthe he FFrreencnc hh 
ggoo vveerrnnment ment iinto nto ffoorrccing ing BBougougaaininvville ille tto o sseelll l hhis is ccllaim, aim, aand nd hhe e ddid id sso o
iin n 11766766. . HHencefencefoorrtth, h, PPoorr tt SSaint aint LLouis ouis wwaas s tto o bbe e a administer dministereed d ffr room m 
BBuenos Airuenos Aireess..66 

In In that that same same yyear ear,, GrGreat eat Britain Britain dispatcdispatched hed the the Dolphin Dolphin toto thethe 
South South Seas Seas,, under under the the command command of of SamSamue uell WWaallis llis,, accompaniedaccompanied bbyy 
thethe Sw Swaalllowlow ,, cacaptained ptained bbyy Philip Philip CarCarterteret, et, to to sear searcchh ffor or the the rumorrumoreded 
souther southernn continent. continent. TThey hey enterentered ed the the PPacifi acific c thrthroug oughh the the StrStrait ait ofof 
Ma Maggeellan, llan, bbut ut then then failed failed to to fifind nd AAustr ustraalia. lia. TThe he eexpedition xpedition did, did, hohow-w-
eevver er,, disco discovver er TTaahiti hiti and and the the island island (W (Waallis) llis) that that wwould ould bear bear its its com-com-
mander’s mander’s name. name. He He completed completed his his circircumnacumnavigvigation ation of of the the gglobe, lobe, 
arriarriving ving bac backk in in EngEngland land in in Ma Mayy ofof 17681768, , just just inin time time toto gi givvee JJa ames mes 
Cook Cook nanavigvigationa ationall infinforormation mation befbefor oree the the latter’s latter’s depardepartur turee on on hishis 
oown first v wn first vooyyaagge of e of discodisco vvereryy.. 

Mean Meanwwhile, hile, in in 17681768,,  as as wweell, ll, BougBougainainville ville outfitted outfitted the the BourBourdeusedeuse 
at at his his oown wn eexpense xpense and and wwas as then then fforormamally lly authorized authorized bbyy the the FFrrencenchh 
go govverernment nment to to eexplor xploree the the South South PPacifi acificc .. He, He, too too,, wwould ould rround ound southsouth--
er ernn South South America America and and complete complete another another EurEuropean opean circircumnacumnavigvigationation 

6.6. InIn 17701770,,  anan attacattackk wwas as launclaunched hed frfrom om Ar Arggentina entina that that eextricated xtricated the the British British frfrom om PPor ortt 
Egmont, Egmont, nearnearly ly prprecipitating ecipitating wwar ar betwbetween een Spain Spain and and GrGreat eat Britain. Britain. TThe he ffolloollowing wing yyear ear,, it it wwasas 
rretureturned ned to to the the British British bbyy virvirtue tue of of aa trtreaty eaty .. Ho Howweevver er,, in in 17741774,,   in in liglight ht of of the the impending impending Ameri-Ameri-
can can RReevvolution, olution, the the British British begbegan an withdr withdraawing wing frfrom om se sevver eraall Ne Neww WWororld ld ffootholds ootholds,, incinclud-lud-
ing ing PPor ortt Egmont. Egmont. FFrrom om 17761776   to to 18111811,  , it it wwas as administeradministered ed bbyy Spain Spain as as aa Spanish Spanish possessionpossession 
until until aabandoned bandoned during during the the South South American American WWars ars of of LiberLiberation. ation. Neither Neither GrGreat eat Britain Britain nornor 
Spain Spain (and (and subsequently subsequently Ar Arggentina) entina) eevver er fforormamally lly rrenounced enounced so sovverereignty eignty oovver er the the FFaalklands—lklands— 
counter countercclaims that wlaims that would culminate in their late-twould culminate in their late-twentieth-centurentieth-century F y Faalklands Wlklands Warar.. 

180 Basque Explorer in the acific Ocean Basque Explorers in the Pacific Ocean 



 

  

 
 

181ilight of the Spanish Pacific

of the lobe. He failed to ma any ne disco eriesg ke w v , b
mana ed to visit hiti months after llis’s disco erg Ta a few Wa v y

he ollowing ear the enc navigator ean ançois de Surville T f y , Fr h J Fr
ited unexplored (b Europeans) parts of Álvar de Mendaña’s Solo-y o
mon Islands.

By this time, the European Enlightenment as in full wing, andw s
the esulting privileging of curiosity could scarcely fail tor
infor xploration of the South acific—the planet’s least understoodm e P

ater ealm. Bougainville as an in eterate collector of specimens;w y r w v
the colorful bougainvillea plant emains his memorial. erhapsr al P
the best xample of this ne spirit is vident in one of the missionse w e
of the Cook e. Its hief botanist, oseph Banks hose ervoyag c J , w v y
inclusion signals the shifting emphasis informing contemporar xplo-y e

enus Vw har ed with observing from c g Tar
1769across the Sun on ,une J 3,

tions to be made on that date by astronomers in Europe. By corre
ing the tw perspecti es it as hoped that the distance between the o v , w
Earth and the Sun could be calculated mor accurately he Cook . Te
xpedition dallied or thr months in hiti, and ther as considere f ee Ta e w -

le fraternizing among the ships’ cr ws and the indigenous popula-ab e
tion. Banks as fascinated the hitians’ langua and customsw by Ta ge
and later wrote one of the pioneering anthropologica texts entitledl ,
On the Manners and Customs of the South Sea Islands.

he Belated BoenecheaT
Gi fv of the in 1771 learly -larmed, thoug, a c a hall
cially str pped, go ernment in Madrid ordered eru’s vicer Manuea v P oy, l
Amat unyent, to sho the in the South Amat esolvedy J w flag P . r
to sponsor an xpedition that ould tar et both hiti and Easter e w g Ta
Island (the latter “disco ered” the Dutc in 1722v by h and then 

f, wited Captain lipe González in 1770 cby Fe it
king of Spain). It as an enterprise designed to xplor tw w e e o P
societies hile determining the xtent to hic other European pow e w h
ers might lready be eng ed with them, ther hallenging Spain’sa ag eby c
longstanding laim to so ereignty throughout the egion. Amat c v r
missioned the eteran Gipuzkoan na commander Domingo dev val
Boenechea to or anize the expedition.g
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significant uut t of the globe. He failed to make any significant new discoveries, b
managed to visit Tahiti a few months after Wallis’s discovery ooff iit.t. 

vis-The following year, the French navigator Jean François de Surville vis-
ited unexplored (by Europeans) parts of Álvaro de Mendaña’s Solo-
mon Islands. 

By this time, the European Enlightenment was in full swing, and 
scientifi c the resulting privileging of scientific curiosity could scarcely fail to 

inform exploration of the South Pacific—the planet’s least understood 
watery realm. Bougainville was an inveterate collector of specimens; 

flor the colorful bougainvillea plant remains his floral memorial. Perhaps 
the best example of this new spirit is evident in one of the missions 

first of the first Cook voyage. Its chief botanist, Joseph Banks, whose very 
inclusion signals the shifting emphasis informing contemporary explo-

June 3, n ccombinationombination with similar bservobserva-
ration, as charged with observing from Tahiti tthe transit off 
across the Sun on 1769, iin with similar o a-
ation, was hiti he transit o Venus 

lat-tions to be made on that date by astronomers in Europe. By correlat-
ing the two perspectives, it was hoped that the distance between the 
Earth and the Sun could be calculated mor e accurately. The Cook 
expedition dallied for three months in Tahiti, and there was consider-
able fraternizing among the ships’ crews and the indigenous popula-
tion. Banks was fascinated by the Tahitians’ language and customs 
and later wrote one of the pioneering anthropological texts, entitled 
On the Manners and Customs of the South Sea Islands. 

The Belated Boenechea 
Given foregoing, finan en all of the oregoing, in 1771, a clearly alarmed, though finan-
cially strapped, government in Madrid ordered Peru’s viceroy, Manuel 

acifi c Amat y Junyent, to show the flag in the South Pacific. Amat resolved 
to sponsor an expedition that would target both Tahiti and Easter 
Island (the latter fifirst rst “disco vered” by the Dutc h in 1722 vis-and then vis-

briefl y , who aimed for the ited briefly by Captain Felipe González in 1770 ho cl or laimed it the 
acifi c king of Spain). It was an enterprise designed to explore two Pacific 

w-societies while determining the extent to which other European pow-
ers might already be engaged with them, thereby challenging Spain’s 

com-longstanding claim to sovereignty throughout the region. Amat com-
missioned the veteran Gipuzkoan naval commander Domingo de 
Boenechea to organize the expedition. 



  

 

  

 

 
   

182 s P

icerV oy . Budgetary
Onconstraints limited the xpedition to single frigate—El Águila .e a

the vicerSeptember 1772 the commander his sealed orders 2, , oy gave ,
not to be opened until he as ten leagues at sea. Amat (a ain as cost-w g a
saving measure) had conflated the tw objecti es into singleo v a voyage
that as not to last mor than six months Upon opening his ordersw e . ,
Boenechea learned that it as left up to him and his cers to deterw of -

fmine their itinerar and timeta le. hey decided to set out y b T
hiti and then to etur to lparaíso or supplies befor continuingTa r n Va f e

on to Easter Island. egarding hiti, their mission included -R Ta r
tion of any errors or lacunae in Captain Cook’s observations made 

to the 1768 1771).P ( –ther during his we voyage
to study the possibility of esta lishing colony and Catholic b a
sion hile ascertaining hether the British had lready colonizedw w a
the island. Despite the limitations placed upon him the tight six-by
month schedule, he as to oid making eeping, superficial, andw av sw
lar ly useless observations suc as those of Easter Island pr videdge h o
ecently Captains González and Ortiz. At both of its prescribedr by

destinations the present xpedition as to identify sites, e w f
futur construction of or and hapel. Boenechea as to treat thee a f t c w
nati es—their langua es and cultures—with utmost espect. Hostili-v g r
ties er to be oided, as as fraternizing with the omen. Hew e av w w w
to assign persons to lear the loca langua es and customs with an eyn l g e
to ar facilitating futur good lations Since it as “the purposew d e re . w
of the xpedition to attract ne souls to the Christian ligion and e w re
ne subjects to the king,” er the natives w e to be cajoled, rather thanw 7

coerced, into understanding and accepting Spanish spiritua guidancel
and political claims.

Having left Callao on September 26 1772 and having visited se, ,
anchoredEler Islands long the on No ember al P a way, v 8,

the coast of hiti. Boenechea immediately named the islandof Ta
“ he nati es lcomed the Europeans with enthusiasm,T v we a
carr er from their ecent good xperience with the English. heyov r e T
latter ho er had departed after leaving behind ut scattering of, wev , b a

7. Amancio Landín Carrasco and Luis Sánchez Masiá, “Los viajes promovidos por virreyel
Amat,” in Descubrimientos españoles en el Mar del Sur ols., Amancio Landín Carrasco et, v
l. (Madrid: Editorial Na l, 1992), 729 31.a va
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the pre ations Budgetary 
constraints limited the expedition to a single frigate—El Águila. On 
September 222, 1772, the viceroy gave the commander his sealed orders, 
not to be opened until he was ten leagues at sea. Amat (again as a cost-
saving measure) had conflated the two objectives into a single voyage 
that was not to last more than six months. Upon opening his orders, 
Boenechea learned that it was left up to him and his ofcers to deter-

Amat ppersona ly supervised t epar Viceroy Amat ersonallly supervised he pr parations. 

first for mine their itinerary and timetable. They decided to set out first or 
Tahiti and then to return to Valparaíso for supplies before continuing 

ectificaon to Easter Island. Regarding Tahiti, their mission included rectifica-
tion of any errors or lacunae in Captain Cook’s observations made 

fifirst rst to the P c acific (1768–1771). Boenechea ther e during his voyage acifi Boenechea was as
mis-to study the possibility of establishing a colony and Catholic mis-

sion while ascertaining whether the British had already colonized 
the island. Despite the limitations placed upon him by the tight six-
month schedule, he was to avoid making sweeping, superficial, and 
largely useless observations such as those of Easter Island provided 
recently by Captains González and Ortiz. At both of its prescribed 
destinations, the present expedition was to identify sites specifi c specific for or 
future construction of a fort and chapel. Boenechea was to treat the 
natives—their languages and cultures—with utmost respect. Hostili-
ties were to be avoided, as was fraternizing with the women. He was as 
to assign persons to learn the local languages and customs with an eye 
toward facilitating future good relations. Since it was “the purpose 
of the expedition to attract new souls to the Christian religion and 
ne w subjects to the king,” 7 the natives were to be cajoled, rather than 
coerced, into understanding and accepting Spanish spiritual guidance 
and political claims. 

eral Pacific Islands along the way, on November 8, El Águila 
of the coast of Tahiti. Boenechea immediately named the island 
A“ mat.” 

Having left Callao on September 26, 1772, and having visited vse -v-
acifi c Águila anchored 

Amat.” The natives welcomed the Europeans with enthusiasm, a 
carryover from their recent good experience with the English. The 
latter, however, had departed after leaving behind but a scattering of 

7. Amancio Landín Carrasco and Luis Sánchez Masiá, “Los viajes promovidos por el virrey 
Amat,” in Descubrimientos españoles en el Mar del Sur , 3 vols., Amancio Landín Carrasco et 
al. (Madrid: Editorial Naval, 1992), 3:729–31. 
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memories and sprinkling of trade goods the Spaniards’ liefa . To re ,
ther ould be no immediate competition er the European politicae w ov l
hegemony of hiti.Ta

During the next se er ks the xpedition carried out itsv al we , e
arorders scrupulously and without untow d incidents, befriending the

locals and charting the entire coastline of their large island. The
trast with earlier bellicose encounters between Spanish xpeditions e
and Islanders could not ha been star er On December 21P ve k .8 ,
Boenechea set sail lparaíso arriving some sixty-one days and f Va ,
se enteen hundred leagues later the Chilean coast on bruar 21,v of Fe y

from months1773 Since it had been nearly . five e
Callao it as simply impossible to include meaningful visit to , w a
ter Island within the time limits of the xpedition’s mandate. So hee
decided to return to the Peruvian port.

Boenechea had invited our oung hitians to accompany himf y Ta
on his etur e. One of them died in lparaíso possibler n voyag Va , a
victim of scurvy Befor succumbing, he as baptized and gi en the. e w v
Christian name of ancisco Boenechea. It seems lik ly that the Fr e
mander as his godfather and that he conferred on the oung man hisw y
wn father’s name.o 9

By no the British er in control of the lkland Islands w, w e Fa , a
ca entr point to the Strait of Ma llan, and Cook’s successes erl y ge w e
inspiring preparations or further xplorations of the includ-f e P
ing Alta California. Encour ed Boenechea’s positi epor con-ag by ve r t
cerning his sta in hiti, the Spanish na minister and minister ofy Ta val
the Council of the Indies ulián de Arria a, ur ed Amat to ound, J g g f

8.8. Ibid.,Ibid., 3:747747–5555.. 
9.9. Ibid.,Ibid., 3:758758. 
10. 10. Arria Arriaggaa is is cclearlearly ly aa Basque Basque sursurname. name. ActuaActually lly,, he he wwas as most most lik likeely ly bor bornn in in SegoSegovia, via, andand 

both both of of his his parparents ents wwer eree lik likeewise wise of of Castilian Castilian birbirth. th. RRegegararding ding his his ancestr ancestryy,, it it could could be be stated,stated, 
“T“The he paterpaterna nall ggrrandfather andfather,, JJulián ulián ManManueuel, l, ffolloollowing wing in in the the ffootsteps ootsteps of of his his father father and and ggrrand-and-
father father,, had had been been aa councilman councilman and and mamagistrgistrate ate in in se sevver eraall Castilian Castilian cities cities,, lik likee ÁÁvila, vila, SegoSegoviavia 
or or BurBurgos gos,, land land of of his his ancestors ancestors and and of of himsehimself lf,, these these cities cities being being not not only only the the birbirthplace thplace ofof 
his his cchildrhildren en bbut ut of of se sevver eraall of of his his ggrrandcandchildrhildren en as as wweell.” ll.” Marîa Marîa Baudot Baudot Monr Monrooyy,, “Oríg“Orígenesenes 
familiarfamiliares es yy carrcarrer eraa prprofofesiona esionall de de JJulián ulián de de Arria Arriagga, a, SecrSecretario etario de de Estado Estado de de Marina Marina de de IndiasIndias 
(17001700–17761776),” ),” Espacio,Espacio, Tiempo Tiempo yy FFororma, ma, Serie Serie IV IV,, Historia Historia ModerModerna na 1717  ((20042004): ): 166166.. Nor Nor diddid 
the the JJulián ulián of of the the na navvaall ministr ministryy eevver er displa displayy thrthrougoughout hout his his carcareer eer any any parparticular ticular tie tie to to thethe 
Basque Basque Countr Countryy or or pencpenchant hant ffor or aa Basque Basque identity identity .. SucSuchh facts facts ha havvee not not prprececluded luded Arria Arriaggaa frfrom om
being being trtreated eated as as aa Basque—fBasque—for or eexample, xample, see see JJuan uan CarCarlos los Maestr Maestroo Castaneda, Castaneda, “Oríg“Orígenesenes yy 
fforormación mación mariner marineraa de de un un ggrran an hombr hombree de de estado: estado: JJulián ulián de de Arria Arriaggaa ((17001700–17491749),” ),” in in EuskaEuskall 
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memories and a sprinkling of trade goods. To the Spaniards’ relief, 
there would be no immediate competition over the European political 
hegemony of Tahiti. 

e During the next several weeks, the expedition carried out its 
orders scrupulously and without untoward incidents, befriending the 

con-locals and charting the entire coastline of their large island. The con-
trast with earlier bellicose encounters between Spanish expeditions 

acifi cand Pacific Islanders could not have been starker.8 On December 21, 
Boenechea set sail for or Valparaíso, arriving some sixty-one days and 
se venteen hundred leagues later of the Chilean coast on Februar y 21, 

his tu from 1773. Since it had been nearly five months since since his depardepar rture 
Eas-Callao, it was simply impossible to include a meaningful visit to Eas-

ter Island within the time limits of the expedition’s mandate. So he 
decided to return to the Peruvian port. 

Boenechea had invited four young Tahitians to accompany him 
on his return voyage. One of them died in Valparaíso, a possible 
victim of scurvy . Before succumbing, he was baptized and given the 

com-Christian name of Francisco Boenechea. It seems likely that the com-
mander was his godfather and that he conferred on the young man his 
own father’s name.9 

criti-By now, the British were in control of the Falkland Islands, a criti-
cal entry point to the Strait of Magellan, and Cook’s successes were 

acific, inspiring preparations for further explorations of the Pacific, includ-
ing Alta California. Encouraged by Boenechea’s positive report con-
cerning his stay in Tahiti, the Spanish naval minister and minister of 
the Council of the Indies , Julián de Arria ga,10 10 ur ged Amat to found 
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aa perpermanent manent colony colony on on the the island island as as SpainSpain’s ’s bbul ulwwar arkk in in the the SouthSouth 
PPacifiacificc.. 

ItIt wwaass decideddecided thatthat thethe ElEl ÁguilaÁguila ,, commanded commanded bbyy BoenecBoenecheahea 
despite despite his his bbyy then then frfrail ail heahealth, lth, and and the the smasmaller ller pac packket et boat boat JJúúpiter piter ,, 
cacaptained ptained bbyy (Basque-sur(Basque-surnamed) named) JJosé osé de de Andía, Andía, wwould ould rretur eturnn as as soonsoon 
as as possibpossible le to to TTaahiti. hiti. PPautú, autú, aa babaptized ptized TTaahitian hitian wwho ho had had sailed sailed toto 
PPeru eru with with the the commander commander after after the the fifirst rst eexpedition, xpedition, accompaniedaccompanied 
BoenecBoenechea hea as as interinterprpreter eter.. TThe he second second vvooyyaaggee depardeparted ted CaCallao llao on on 
SeptemberSeptember 2200,, 17741774. . Ho Howweevveerr ,, the the JJúpiter úpiter wwas as harhard-prd-pressed essed toto kkeep eep 
upup wwith ith tthe he ffaster aster flaflaggship ship,, andand onon OctoberOctober 55,,  the the tw twoo vvesseessels ls lost lost 
contact. contact. TThey hey wwer eree not not to to be be rreunited eunited until until Andía Andía rreaceached hed TTaahiti hiti onon 
NoNo vveember mber 1155, a da, a da y later than Boenec y later than Boenechea.hea.1111 

AfterAfter hhisis twtwo-yo-yearear aabbsence, sence, t the he rretur eturnn ofof PPautú autú wwaas s ggrre eeted eted bbyy 
thethe TTaahhitians itians w with ith mmuucc hh jubilation. jubilation.1212 Accompanying Accompanying BoenecBoenechea hea wwereree 
tw twoo FFrranciscan anciscan friars friars cchar hargged ed with with esta estabblishing lishing aa cchur hurcch. h. One One of of thethe 
commander’s commander’s fifirst rst acts acts in in TTaahiti hiti wwas as to to con convvene ene the the loca locall leaders leaders toto 
deterdetermine mine if if they they wwould ould accept accept aa Christian Christian mission mission in in their their midst.midst. 
TThey hey aaggrreed eed enthusiasticaenthusiastically lly and and prpromised omised assistance. assistance. ConstructionConstruction 
of of aa ddwweelling lling ffor or the the FFrranciscans anciscans begbegan an immediateimmediately ly,, and and on on the the fifirst rst 
dadayy ofof 17751775,, the the completed completed mission mission house house wwas as consecrconsecrated ated duringduring 
the the fifirst rst Christian Christian mass mass on on TTaahitian hitian soil. soil. TThe he loca locall leaders leaders committedcommitted 
to to prprotect otect the the missionaries missionaries and and to to ffeed eed them, them, if if necessar necessaryy .. TThhey ey aalso lso 
accepted accepted CarCarlos los III III as as their their monar monarcch. h. So So BoenecBoenechea hea had had rreaealized lized bothboth 
the r the reeligious and the secular goaligious and the secular goals of ls of his mandate. his mandate.

JJosé osé de de Andía Andía wrwrote ote an an eextensi xtensivvee account account of of the the eexpedition,xpedition, 
laced laced with with detailed detailed natur naturaal-historica l-historicall and and ethno ethnoggrraaphic phic observobservationsations.. 
Among Among the the latter latter,, he he noted noted the the prpresence esence among among the the nati nativvee populationpopulation 
of of bblond, blond, blue-eylue-eyed ed indiindividuaviduals ls..13 13

HerHerria ria yy el el Nuev Nuevoo Mundo: Mundo: La La contribcontribución ución de de los los vvascos ascos aa la la fforormación mación de de las las AméricasAméricas ,, ed. ed.
RRonaonald ld Escobedo Escobedo Mansilla, Mansilla, Ana Ana de de ZaZababalla lla BeascoecBeascoechea, hea, and and Óscar Óscar ÁlvÁlvararez ez Gila Gila (V(Vitoria-itoria-
Gasteiz: Gasteiz: Servicio Servicio EditoriaEditorial, l, Uni Univversidad ersidad de dell PPaís aís VVasco asco,, 19961996), ), 285285– 9191. . It It has has eevven en been been cclaimed laimed
that that he he mmust ust be be Bizkaian, Bizkaian, bbut ut without without specifying specifying aa birbirthplace—fthplace—for or eexample, xample, bbyy EduarEduardo do dede 
Urrutia,Urrutia, “J“Julián ulián de de Arria Arriagg a,” a,” in in “Ga“Galería lería bio bioggrráfica áfica dede vv ascos ascos ilustrilustreses,” ,” EuskaEuskale lerr riarriaren en aalde:lde: 
RRevista de culturevista de cultura va vasca asca 4, nos , nos.. 7676– 7777  ((19141914): ): 102102. 

1111 Landín CarrLandín Carrasco and Sáncasco and Sánchez Masiá, “Los viajeshez Masiá, “Los viajes,” ,” 770770.  
1212 Ibid.,Ibid., 771771– 7272.  
1313 Ibid.,Ibid., 774774. 
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InIn tthe he fifirrst st dadaysys ooff 17751775,,  ho howweevveerr ,, BoenecBoenechea hea became became mormortatallylly 
ill. ill. On On JJananuar uaryy 2626, , he he died died andand wwaas s bbuuried ried nenexxt t tto o tthe he mmission ission hhouse. ouse. 
WWith ith the the SpaniarSpaniards ds hahaving ving completed completed their their eexplorxploration ation and and documen-documen-
tation tation of of TTaahiti hiti and and near nearbbyy islands islands,, BoenecBoenechea’s hea’s successor successor,, TTomásomás 
de de Ga Gayyangos angos yy de de MorMorquecquecho ho,, rresolvesolved ed to to rretur eturnn to to PPeru. eru. By By then,then, 
the the tw twoo FFrranciscan anciscan friars friars had had lost lost their their nerv nervee and and insisted insisted upon upon lealeav-v-
ing ing with with him. him. WWhen hen denied denied perpermission, mission, as as wweellll as as their their rrequestequest ffoorr 
bodybodyguarguards ds,, should should they they sta stayy,, the the friars friars rreeluctantly luctantly rremained emained bebehindhind 
aalone—blone—but ut with with the the assurassurance ance that that they they wwould ould be be rrepatriated epatriated laterlater 
that that same same yyear ear,, should should they they so so desirdesire. e. In In September September,, aa thir thirdd eexpedition,xpedition, 
aaggaainin uutilizing tilizing tthe he E Ell ÁÁguila guila ,, wwas as sent sent frfrom om CaCallao llao to to TTaahiti hiti underunder 
the the command command of of (Basque-sur(Basque-surnamed) named) JJuan uan Ca Cayyetano etano de de LángLángarara. a. TThehe 
eexxpedition pedition wwaas s aabborortted ed o onn NNoo vveember mber 1122,  , wwhen hen the the tw twoo friars friars insistedinsisted 
upon upon being being rrepatriated epatriated to to PPeru. eru. AA ffeeww months months later later,, aa disgusted disgusted VVice-ice-
rrooyy Amat Amat wrwrote ote JJulián ulián de de Arria Arriaggaa aa bitter bitter letter letter in in wwhic hichh he he accusedaccused 
the twthe two F o Frranciscans of anciscans of being spinebeing spineless less failurfailures es..114 4

TTher heree wwas as another another na navvaall episode episode during during Amat’s Amat’s vicer vicerooyyaalty lty thatthat 
is is interintertwined twined with with the the ffororegoing egoing in in the the most most bizarr bizarree of of wwaays: ys: thethe vvooyy--
aaggee ooff tthe he sstartar--crcroossed ssed OOriflriflaamama ,, wwhose hose tatale le of of wwoe oe is is rreminiscent eminiscent of of 
that that of of the the fa fabbled led FFllying ying DutcDutchman hman.. TThe he fififty-six-gun fty-six-gun wwarship arship OriOri--
flflaama ma wwas as bbuilt uilt in in FFrrance ance in in 17431743   and and ww as as cacapturptured ed bbyy the the British British in in 
17611761..  LLater ater that that s same ame yyeear ar,, she she wwaas s seizedseized bbyy the the Spanish Spanish NaNa vvy y and and 
sold sold at at auction auction as as aa mer mercchant hant ship ship to to the the firfirmm of of JJuan uan Bautista Bautista dede 
Uztáriz (another Basque surUztáriz (another Basque surname).name). 

OnOn FFeebbruarruaryy 1818,,  17701770,,  thethe OriflOriflama ama left left Cádiz, Cádiz, commanded commanded
bbyy JJosé osé Antonio Antonio de de Alza Alzagga, a, with with JJosé osé de de Za Zavvaalsa lsa serving serving as as mastermaster 
and and ManManue uell de de BuenecBuenechea hea as as pilot. pilot. (All (All thr threee e ar aree Basque Basque sursurnamesnames.).) 
Mor Moree than than fifivvee months months later later,, on on JJuly uly 2525,, thethe OriflOriflama ama wwaas s spotted spotted inin 
the the PPacifi acific c bbyy the the cr creeww of of the the GaGallarllardo do.. Its Its cacaptain, ptain, JJ uan uan EsteEsteban ban de de 
EzpeEzpeleta leta (another (another Basque Basque sursurname), name), kne kneww Alza Alzaggaa and and ororderdered ed thatthat aa 
friendly friendly cannon cannon shot shot be be firfired ed in in ggrreeting eeting.. WWhen hen ther theree wwas as no no rreplyeply,, aa 
boarboarding ding parparty ty wwas as sent sent to to in invvestigestigate. ate. It It ffound ound that that hahalf lf of of the the Ori-Ori-
flflamaama ’s ’s cr creeww had had died died of of aa mysterious mysterious plaplague gue and and the the survi survivvors ors wwer eree 
deathly ill.deathly ill. 

Later Later that that da dayy,, befbefor oree the the GaGallarllardo do couldcould rrender ender assistance, assistance, the the 
tw twoo vvesseessels ls wwer eree separseparated ated bbyy bad bad wweather eather.. It It wwas as said said that that as as thethe 

1414 Ibid.,Ibid., 780780– 8181. . 
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distrdistressed essed ship ship disadisappearppeared ed into into the the nignight, ht, it it wwas as bathed bathed in in aa gghostly hostly 
liglight.ht. OnOn JJuuly ly 2828, ,  some some objects objects frfrom om the the OriflOriflamaama ,, as as wweellll as as se sevv er eraall 
bodies bodies,, wwashed ashed ashor ashoree on on the the Chilean Chilean coastline. coastline. TThe he ffolloollowing wing spring,spring, 
VVicer icerooyy Amat Amat sent sent JJuan uan Antonio Antonio BonacBonachea hea in in command command of of trtrainedained 
di divvers to sear ers to searcch fh for the shipor the shipwrwrececk. Tk. They whey werere unsuccessful.e unsuccessful. 

ItItmigmighthtbebenotednotedthatthat“Buenec“Buenechea,”hea,”“Bonac“Bonachea,”hea,”andand“Boenec“Boenechea”hea” 
ar aree inter intercchanghangea eabble le spespellings llings in in some some of of the the Spanish Spanish rrecorecords ds of of the the dadayy.. 
It It is is thertherefefor oree quite quite possibpossible le that that ManManue uell de de BuenecBuenechea, hea, JJuan uan AntonioAntonio 
de Bonacde Bonachea, and Domingo de Boenechea, and Domingo de Boenechea whea werere ae all r ll reelated.lated. 

Alta Alta CalifCaliforornia nia and and BeyBeyondond 
TThe he heghegemony emony of of the the Spanish Spanish in in the the “Spanish “Spanish La Lakke” e” wwas as under under prpres-es-
sur suree in in the the nornortheaster theasternn PPacific, acific, as as wweell. ll. By By the the late late eigeighteenth hteenth centurcenturyy,, 
GrGreat eat Britain Britain wwas as incrincreasing easing its its contrcontrol ol of of Canada Canada and and wwas as cclearlearlyly 
actiactivvee inin PPacificacific wwaters aters.. By By then, then, CaCaptain ptain JJames ames Cook Cook had had completed completed 
hishis fifirst rst vvooyyaaggee ((17681768– –17711771). ). WW hile hile concentrconcentrated ated in in the the South South PPacific, acific, 
it it had had aalrlready eady prprompted ompted Arria Arriagga’s a’s rreactions eactions that that rresulted esulted in in thethe 
BonaecBonaechea ehea expedition.xpedition. 

InIn 17651765,,  the the Spanish Spanish vistador vistador to to Nue Nuevvaa España, España, JJosé osé de de GaGalvéz, lvéz, 
ororderdereded constructionconstruction ofof an an imporimportant tant na navvaall facility facility on on the the PPacifi acific c 
coastcoast ofof NueNuevvaa España.España. ByBy 17671767,,  San San Blas Blas de de Na Nayyarit arit had had emer emergged ed as as 
SpainSpain’s ’s most most imporimportant tant PPacifi acific c base base ffor or eexplorxploration ation of of the the CaCaliflifororniasnias 
and and the the PPacifi acific c NorNorthwthwest. est. Basques Basques wwer eree parparticularticularly ly prprominent ominent inin 
the rthe ranks of anks of the porthe port’s hiert’s hierar arcchhy:y: 

TThhee fifirrsstt aaddmmiinniissttrraattoorr ooff tthhee rreeggiioonn wwaass tthhee BBaassqquuee JJuuaann ddee UUrrrreennggooeecchheeaa 
yy AArrinda. rrinda. BBetwetweeen en 11767767 a  anndd 11777777    tthhee hheeaadd sshhiippbbuuiillddeerr iinn SSaann BBllaass wwaass tthhee 
BBaassqquuee PPeeddrroo ddee YYzzaagguuiirrrree,, wwhhoo ddiirreecctteedd tthhee ccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn ooff tthhee sscchhoooonneerr 
SSonoronoraa aanndd tthhee ffrriiggaatteess SSaannttiiaaggoo aanndd SSaann JJoosséé.. WWhheenn YYzzaagguuiirrrree rreettiirreedd ttoo 
SSpain pain iin n 11777777,,   hhee wwaass rreeppllaacceedd bbyy tthhee BBaassqquuee FFrraanncciissccoo SSeegguurroollaa,, wwhhoossee 
pprr eevvious post wious post waas in the shipys in the shipyaarrd d ofof  El FEl Feerrrrool (Spain).l (Spain).115 5 

TThat hat same same yyear ear,, 17671767,,  thethe JJeesuits suits wwer eree eexxpepellled led bbyy the the SpanishSpanish 
monar monarcchh frfrom om Hispanic Hispanic America America ffor or hahaving ving accumaccumulated ulated too too mmucuchh 
po powwer er and and influence. influence. By By then, then, ther theree wwer eree twtwenty-one enty-one missions missions inin 
Baja Baja CaCalifliforornia nia wwher heree the the JJesuits esuits wwer eree to to be be rreplaced eplaced bbyy FFrranciscansanciscans.. 

15 15 WWilliam illiam A. A. DougDouglass lass and and JJon on Bilbao Bilbao,, AmerikanuaAmerikanuak: k: Basques Basques in in the the New New WWororldld (R(Reno: eno:
Uni Univversity of ersity of NeNe vvada Prada Press ess,, 19751975), ), 182182.  
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GaGalvéz lvéz then then ororderdered ed that that the the Dominicans Dominicans supplant supplant the the FFrranciscansanciscans 
in in Baja Baja to to aallo lloww the the latter latter,, under under the the leadership leadership of of aa MaMallorllorcan can friarfriar,, 
JJuníper uníperoo SerrSerra, a, to to serv servee as as the the phaphalanx lanx ffor or the the eevvang angeelization lization of of AltaAlta 
CaCalifliforornia.nia. 

In In 17691769,,  GaGalvéz lvéz ororderdered ed aa twtwo-pro-prongongeded eexxpedition pedition toto est estaabbllish ish 
aa settlement settlement and and mission mission at at San San Diego Diego.. FFrraayy Serr Serraa wwent ent ther theree on on thethe 
boat, boat, wwhile hile the the land land ffororce ce wwas as placed placed under under the the command command of of the the gogovv--
erernor nor of of the the CaCalifliforornias nias,, Gaspar Gaspar de de PPorortolà tolà yy RRoovirvira. a. TThe he tw twoo con-con-
tingtingents ents met met at at San San Diego Diego,, and and then then PPorortolà tolà mar marcched hed nornorthwthwarardd ffoor r 
se sevver eraall months months,, eevventuaentually lly rreaceaching hing the the shorshores es of of San San FFrrancisco ancisco BaBayy.. 
AA yyear ear later later,, he he rretureturned ned and and esta estabblished lished aa perpermanent manent settlement settlement andand 
mission at Montermission at Monterey Ba ey Bayy .. 

InIn 17731773,, Minister Minister JJulián ulián de de Arria Arriaggaa wrwrote ote to to the the ne neww vicer vicerooyy ofof 
Nue Nuevvaa España, España, Antonio Antonio María María de de Bucar Bucareeli li yy Ursúa, Ursúa, aa wwararning ning thatthat 
the the RRussians ussians wwer eree rreputed eputed to to be be eexploring xploring southwsouthwar ardd aalong long NorNorthth 
America’s America’s PPacifi acific c coastline. coastline. TThey hey migmight ht esta estabblish lish settlements settlements thatthat 
could contr could controovverert Spanish ct Spanish claims to heglaims to hegemony in the Noremony in the North Pth Pacifiacificc.. 

Upon Upon rreceieceiving ving Arria Arriagga’s a’s wwararning, ning, VVicer icerooyy Bucar Bucareeli li rresolvesolved ed toto 
launc launchh serious serious eexplorxplorations ations and and defdefensi ensivvee missions missions nornorthwthwarard. d. HeHe 
rrequested equested rreinfeinfororcement cement of of his his na navvaall personne personnell with with accomplishedaccomplished 
commanders commanders frfrom om Spain. Spain. TThis his wwas as aappr pproovved, ed, and and six six men men wwer eree dis-dis-
patcpatched hed to to San San Blas—a Blas—a contingcontingent ent that that contained contained thr threee e Basques:Basques: 
Bilbao-bor Bilbao-bornn Bruno Bruno de de Hezeta Hezeta yy DudaDudagoitia, goitia, JJuan uan FFrrancisco ancisco de de la la 
BodegBodegaa yy QuadQuadr raa (a (a Lima-bor Lima-bornn CrCreoleeole Basque), Basque),1616 and and SeSevillanvillan JJuanuan 
ManManueuel de A l de Ayyaala y Aguirrla y Aguirre, ae, also of lso of Basque descent. Basque descent.

MMeanean wwhhile, ile, BBucarucar eelli i oorrdderereed d JJuuan an PPéérreez, z, aa ssenior enior nnaa vvaall ccomom --
mmander ander aat t SSan an BBlaslas ,, tto o pprreeparpar ee ffoor r aan n eexxpedition pedition tto o eexxplorplor ee tthe he 
PPaa cciifificc ccooaasstt aass ffaarr nnoorrtthh aass 6600  ddeeggrreeeess llaattiittuuddee.. JJuuaann PPéérreezz lleefftt SSaan n
BBlas las oon n JJaan nuuar aryy 2244 , , 11774774 . .   AAlong long hhis is wwaayy,, hhe e lleft eft ttww oo FFrraanciscan nciscan ffriri --
aarsrs ,, JJuuníperníper oo SSerrerr aa aand nd tthe he BBasque asque PPablabloo JJoosséé MMuuggáárrtteegguuii,, aatt tthhee SSaann 
DDiego iego mmission, ission, aas s wweelll l aas s tthe he BBasque asque FFrraay y AmAmurrio urrio at at the the MonterMonterey ey 
mmission. ission. PPéérreez z pprr oovveed d tto o bbe e aa ttimid imid eexplorxplorer er and and turturned ned bacbac k k to to 
NNueue vvaa EEspaña spaña aat t NNootka ootka SSound, ound, wweelll l bbefefoorr ee ccompleting ompleting hhis is aassignssign --

1616 HisHis father father wwas as borbornn in in Muzkiz, Muzkiz, Bizkaia, Bizkaia, and and his his mother mother,, wwhile hile bor bornn in in Lima, Lima, wwas as aalso lso
descended frdescended from Basque parom Basque parenta entagge. Ibid., e. Ibid., 239239..  
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17 17 MicMichae haell E. E. TThurhurman, man, TThe he Na Navvaall DeDepartment partment of of San San Blas: Blas: New New Spain Spain’’ss Bastion Bastion ffor or Alta Alta
CaCalifliforornia and Nootka,nia and Nootka, 1767 1767 to to 17981798  (Glenda(Glendale: Arle: Arthur H. Clarthur H. Clark, k, 19671967), ), 125125– 4040. 

18 18 WWhile hile bor bornn in in SonorSonora, a, he he wwas as the the son son of of JJuan uan Bautista Bautista de de Anza Anza de de Sassoeta Sassoeta of of HerHernani,nani, 
GipuzkGipuzkoa—a oa—a prprominent ominent militar militaryy commander commander and and rranc anchh oowner wner in in souther southernn Arizona. Arizona. DonaDonaldld 
TT. Gar . Garate, ate, JJuan Bautista de Anzauan Bautista de Anza  (R(Reno: Uni eno: Univversity of ersity of NeNe vvada Prada Press ess,, 20032003). ).

19 19 TThurhurman, man, TThe Nahe Navvaal Del Department of partment of  San BlasSan Blas ,, 184184.  
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mment. ent. HHe e ffoounded unded nno o ccoloniesolonies ,, nnor or ddid id hhe e ttaa kkee ffoorrmmaa ll ppossession ossession oof f 
aany territorny territor yy..117 7

At At this this time, time, ther theree wwas as another another land land eexpedition xpedition of of some some note. note. ItIt 
originated originated at at the the TTubac ubac prpresidio esidio (just (just south south of of prpresent-da esent-dayy TTucson,ucson, 
Arizona) Arizona) and and wwas as the the initiati initiativvee of of its its commander commander,, the the Basque Basque JJuan uan 
Bautista Bautista de de Anza Anza Bezerr Bezerraa Nieto Nieto..118 8 Anza Anza prproposed oposed esta estabblishing lishing an an 
oovvererland land rroute oute frfrom om souther southernn Arizona Arizona to to stimstimulate ulate colonization colonization andand 
missionizing missionizing of of Alta Alta CaCalifliforornia. nia. He He depardeparted ted TTubac ubac prpresidio esidio on on JJananu-u-
ar aryy 88,, 17741774,,  withwith aa sma smallll mmilitar ilitar yy ffoorrcce, e, crcroossed ssed tthe he CColorolo raado do aat t iits ts 
confluence confluence with with the the Gila Gila Ri Rivver er,, and and arri arrivved ed at at the the Mission Mission San San GaGabriebriell 
ArArcáng cángeell on on Mar Marcchh 2222..  He He visited visited MonterMonterey ey Ba Bayy to to the the nornorth th befbefor oree 
rretureturning ning to to TTubac ubac in in Ma Mayy o off 17441744..  HeHe wwas as rree wwaarrdded ed bbyy the the vicer vicerooyy 
and and kingking wwith ith titles titles a and nd gi givveen n perpermissionmission toto ororgganize anize aa neneww eexpedi-xpedi-
tion tion of of colonists colonists.. TThis his wwas as to to be be aa par partt of of the the heigheightened htened strstrategategyy toto 
countercountermand mand possibpossible le RRussian ussian incursions incursions into into Alta Alta CaCalifliforornia.nia. TThhe e 
ne neww eexpedition xpedition left left souther southernn Arizona Arizona in in October October 17751775   and and arri arrivved ed in in 
SanSan GaGabbrie riell ArAr ccáng ángeell inin JJaannuuarar yy .. Anza Anza left left his his colonists colonists in in MonterMonterey ey 
and and contincontinued ued nornorth th to to San San FFrrancisco ancisco Ba Bayy befbefor oree rretureturning ning to to ArizonaArizona 
in the late spring of in the late spring of 17761776..  

MMean eanwwhhile, ile, iin n 11775775 , ,  tthrhr eee e vveessessellss ,, tthe he SSonoronor aa,, tthe he SSantiagantiag oo,, aand nd 
tthe he SSan an CCararllosos ,, lleft eft SSan an BBlas las ffoor r tthe he nnorortth. h. TThhe e ccarried arried aabbout out oone ne 
hhundrundreed d aand nd ssixty ixty mmen en iin n aall. ll. TThe he eexpedition xpedition wwas as ororderdered ed to to rreaceac h h
tthe he llatitude atitude oof f 6655    ddeeggrreeeess nnoorrtthh,, ccllaaiimmiinngg tthhee tteerrrriittoorryy aalloonngg tthhee wwaayy 
ffoorr SSppaaiinn aanndd rreeppoorrttiinngg aannyy ssiiggnnss ooff aa RRuussssiiaann pprreesseennccee.. IItt wwaass lleedd 
bby y HHeezzeettaa,, wwiitthh BBooddeeggaa aass hhiiss sseeccoonndd iinn ccoommmmaanndd.. AAccccoorrdd iinngg ttoo 
MMicichhaeae ll EE. . TThhururmman, an, tthey hey wweerr ee ttww oo oof f tthe he pporortt’s ’s ““most most ooutstanding utstanding
mmenen””: : ““TThhe e eellder der ooffcceerr,, BBrruunnoo ddee HHeezzeettaa,, wwaass mmuucchh mmoorree mmeetthhooddii--
ccaa ll aand nd ccaallculating culating tthan han hhis is jjunior unior ooffcceerr,, BBooddeeggaa yy QQuuaaddrraa,, aanndd 
ttherhereeffoorr ee tthe he cconsistent onsistent eeffoorrttss ooff HHeezzeettaa,, bbootthh aass aaddmmiinniissttrraattoorr aanndd 
nnaa vvaall eexxplorploreer r iin n tthe he ddepareparttment, ment, aaccount ccount ffoor r aa pperiod eriod oof f ssuccess uccess iin n 
tthe he 11770770’’ss..””119 9 
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Hezeta Hezeta wwas as the the cacaptain ptain of of the the flaflagship gship Santiag Santiagoo ,, with with JJuanuan PPérérezez 
asas hishis secondsecond inin command.command. TThhee SanSan CarCarloslos wwaass commandedcommanded bbyy 
Migue Miguell Manrique, Manrique, bbut ut aalmost lmost immediateimmediately ly he he sho showwed ed signs signs of of men-men-
tatall i imbamb allance. ance. HHe e wweept pt cconstantly onstantly aand nd cclaimed laimed that that ther theree wwaas s aa plot plot 
to to assassinate assassinate him. him. He He kkept ept six six loaded loaded pistols pistols bbyy his his side. side. ManriqueManrique 
wwaas s rreeplaced placed aas s tthe he ccommander ommander o off tthehe San San CarCarlos los bbyy AAyyaalala andand ta takkenen 
bac backk to to San San Blas Blas,, bbut ut not not befbefor oree the the ne neww cacaptain ptain wwas as wwounded ounded in in thethe 
leg leg wwhen hen one one of of Manrique’s Manrique’s pistols pistols wwent ent ooff.. AAyyaala’s la’s second second pilotpilot wwaass 
the the Basque Basque JJuan uan Bautista Bautista de de AguirrAguirre, e, and and his his cchahaplain plain wwas as VVicente icente dede 
Santa Santa María, María, frfrom om ArAras as,, Na Navvarrarra, a, wwho ho wwould ould author author one one of of the the eexpe-xpe-
ditiondition’s ’s mor moree infinforormati mativvee diaries diaries.. It It wwas as no noww that that Bodeg Bodegaa yy Quadr Quadraa 
rr eplaced eplaced AAyyaala la as as cacaptain ptain of of the the Sonor Sonoraa.. SoSo atat thisthis ppoint, oint, aallll thr threeee 
ships’ caships’ captains wptains werere Basquese Basques.. 

TThh ee SSan an CCararllos os qquuiicckkllyy bbeeccaammee sseeppaarraatteedd ffrroomm tthhee ootthheerr ttwwoo 
aand prnd prooceeded norceeded nortthwhwaarrd d aallone. Gione. Gi vveen bad wn bad weeatherather, , it took the it took the SSaann 
CCararllos os 110101    ddaayyss ttoo ssaaiill ffrroomm SSaann BBllaass ttoo MMoonntteerreeyy .. IItt wwaass tthheerree tthhaatt 
AAyyaallaa rreecceeiivveedd tthhee oorrddeerr ttoo eexxpplloorree SSaann FFrraanncciissccoo BBaayy.. WWhhiillee iitt hhaadd 
bbeen een oovveerrllookookeed d bbyy bboth oth CCaabbrillo rillo aand nd VViizcaínozcaíno ,, PPoorrttolà’s olà’s eexxpedipedi --
ttion ion hhad ad ssigighhted ted iit. t. TThhe e pprr eevvious ious yyeearar ,, iin n 11774774 ,, tthhee llaanndd eexxppeeddiittiioonn 
ooff JJuuaann BBaauuttiissttaa ddee AAnnzzaa ffrroomm tthhee SSoouutthhwweesstt hhaadd tteerrmmiinnaatteedd aatt SSaann 
FFrraanncciissccoo BBaayy.. HHee wwaass nnooww eennggaaggeedd iinn rreeccrruuiittmmeenntt ooff ccoolloonniissttss ffoorr 
aa ppeerrmmaanneenntt sseettttlleemmeenntt tthheerree.. IInn aannttiicciippaattiioonn ooff tthheeiirr aarrrriivvaall,, tthhee 
SSppaanniisshh aauutthhoorriittiieess wweerree iinntteerreesstteedd iinn eexxpplloorriinngg aanndd cchhaarrttiinngg SSaann 
FFrraanncciissccoo BBaayy tthhoorroouugghhllyy.. IInn MMoonntteerreeyy,, AAyyaallaa rreecceeiivveedd oorrddeerrss ttoo 
ccarrarry y out that task. out that task.

TThh ee SSan an CCararllos os ssppeenntt ffoorrttyy--ffoouurr ddaayyss iinn SSaann FFrraanncciissccoo BBaayy .. 
AAlthouglthoug hh hhis is wwoound und pprr eevveented nted AAyyaalla a ffrroom m ggoing oing aashorshoree, , hhis is mmen en 
ccarried arried oout ut ttheir heir aassignments ssignments wweelll. l. TThhey ey hhad ad oonly nly aa ssinginglle e llongongbboat oat 
ffoorr tthhee wwoorrkk,, ssoo tthheeiirr cchhaappllaaiinn’’ss ddeessiirree ttoo ggoo aasshhoorree ttoo eevvaannggeelliizzee tthhee 
llarar ggeelly y ccurious urious aand nd ppeaceful eaceful IIndians ndians wwaas s ffrustrrustrated. ated. Supposedly Supposedly a a
ccontingontingeent nt o off s soldiers oldiers wwaas s oon n iits ts wwaayy, , and and it it wwas as eevven en possibpossible le that that 
AAnza’s nza’s fifirrsstt ccoolloonniisstt mmiigghhtt sshhooww uupp,, bbuutt nnoo oonnee aappppeeaarreedd.. OOnn SSeepp--
ttember ember 1188 , , 11775775,,   AAyyaalla a ssailed ailed oout ut oof f SSan an FFrrancisco ancisco BaBa yy, , bound bound ffor or 
MMonterontereey y.. FFrraayy SSanta anta MMaría aría left left letters letters ffor or futurfutur e e visitors visitors at at the the ffoot oot 
oof f aa ccrroossss .. IIt t wwaas s tthrhre ee e ddaayys s llater ater tthat hat HHezeta ezeta ssailed ailed iinto nto SSan an FFrraann --
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y, r , a re (in vain) to see if anyone

Santiag and the Sonor had lso been dela ed unduly T o a a y by
winds and ad erse currents hen they er lly Monterey Bav . W w e of y
(albeit far out to sea), Hezeta sug ested that they put in to por org t f
est and supplies Bodeg objected, noting that they er lreadyr . a w e a well

behind schedule in carrying out the vicer y’s orders he days er o . T w e
passing, and they could spar no time if they er to eac 65 dege w e r h r
north latitude.

Gi en Bodega’s stance, Hezeta ordered the tw ships to v firm o
tinue sailing northward. 1775 they put into the futurJ 9, , e

rinidad Ba and proceeded to ma the area. hey then took orT y p T f -
ma possession of it befor setting sail ain. On uly they put,l e ag J
into an inlet that they named the ada de Bucar li. hus far theyR e T ,
had xperienced no trouble with the nati es But hen Bodeg sente v . w a

party ashore, it as ambushed, and se en Spaniards er killeda w v w e
hile their po erless commander looked on. Befor the could aw w e

r h nine canoes ofSantiag arriors surrounded it. Ne ero, w v
less the Spaniards’ olley with earms frightened the hostile, v fir of
Indians.

Hezeta as no prepared to send the Sonor to Montereybaca k .w w
Ho er Bodeg and his cer ancisco Antonio Mour lle,wev , a of , Fr e
talked him out of that decision. So the xpedition proceeded nore

ar to the present-da state of ashington, arriving near the w d y W
pproach to the Strait of uan de Fuca.a J

Once ain Hezeta proposed turning bac south. Bodega’s eplyag k r
emained no He as determined to sail northwar to 65 deg ees rr a firm . w d

latitude, as ordered Hezeta continued on luctantly by oy. re ,
ut er the next days the ships began sailing farther part, untilb ov few , a

they er separated. It is thought that Bodeg might ha purposelyw e a ve
ected the separation in order to hold to his northwar course. Byef d

this time, ther as scurvy boar the Santiag and its cr , ew w ae w a d o
tating to a At Sonor as tiny a w ,
frail, and bar ly sea orthy:e w

2020 Asun Asun GarikanoGarikano,, KKaalifliforornia niakkoa oakk ((1533 1533–1848 1848): ): EuskaEuskaldunen ldunen lanalanakk KKaaliflifororniarniaren en esploresploraa--
zio eta kzio eta kolonizazio golonizazio gararaianaian  (Iruñea/P(Iruñea/Pamplona: Pamplona: Pamieamiela, la, 20132013), ), 237237– 5252.  
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cisco Ba ead the letters and lit bonfi cisco Bay, read the letters, and lit a bonfire (in vain) to see if  anyone 
might respond.20 might respond.20 

hThee Santiag o and the Sonor a had also been delayed unduly by 
fina winds and adverse currents. When they were finally of Monterey Bay 

(albeit far out to sea), Hezeta suggested that they put in to port for 
rest and supplies. Bodega objected, noting that they were already well 
behind schedule in carrying out the viceroy’s orders. The days were 
passing, and they could spare no time if they were to reach 65 deg ereeses 
north latitude. 

con-
On une 

Trinidad Bay and proceeded to map the area. They then took for-
mal possession of it before setting sail again. On July 1133, they put 
into an inlet that they named the Rada de Bucareli. Thus far, they 
had experienced no trouble with the natives. But when Bodega sent 
a party ashore, it was ambushed, and seven Spaniards were killed 
while their powerless commander looked on. Before the Sonora could 

Given Bodega’s firm stance, Hezeta ordered the two ships to con-
tinue sailing northward. On June 9, 1775, they put into the future 

Sonor 
the Santiago , nine canoes of warriors surrounded it. Neverthe-re ceaca h the the-

first less, the Spaniards’ first volley with firearms frightened of the hostile 
Indians. 

Hezeta was no w prepared to send the Sonora back to Monterey . 
first However, Bodega and his first ofcer, Francisco Antonio Mourelle, 

th-talked him out of that decision. So the expedition proceeded north-
war d to the present-da y state of Washington, arriving near the 
approach to the Strait of Juan de Fuca. 

bandon the mission. At the same time, the Sonora was tiny, 
frail, and barely seaworthy: 

vicer 
but over the next few days, the ships began sailing farther apart, until 
they were separated. It is thought that Bodega might have purposely 
efected the separation in order to hold to his northward course. By 
this time, there was scurvy aboard the Santiag o , and its crew was as agigi--
tating to abandon the mission. the same time, the 

Once again Hezeta proposed turning back south. Bodega’s reply 
remained a firm no . He was determined to sail northwar d to 65 degrees 
latitude, as ordered by tthehe viceroy. Hezeta continued on reluctantly, 

https://respond.20
https://respond.20
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TThe he dimindiminuti utivvee size size of of the the “Sonor“Sonora” a” scarscarcecely ly quaqualified lified it it ffor or sucsuchh aa 
hazarhazardous dous underundertataking king.. Mounting Mounting tw twoo sails sails,, the the scschooner hooner measurmeasureded 
thirthirty-six ty-six ffeet eet in in length length (at (at the the kkeeeel) l) and and tw tweelv lvee ffeet eet in in beam, beam, or or aabout bout 
the the equi equivvaalent lent of of aa wwarship’s arship’s launclaunch. h. FFor or the the eexpedition xpedition of of 17751775,,  thethe 
“Sonor“Sonora” a” had had been been aalterltered ed and and fifitted tted with with aa decdeckhouse, khouse, or or co covverereded 
cacabin, bin, ffor or the the prprotection otection of of her her cr creeww.. Inside Inside the the cacabin, bin, their their accommo-accommo-
dations dations incincluded luded one one sma smalll l ta tabble, le, bbunks unks ffor or sleeping, sleeping, and and aa lar larggee cchesthest 
ffor or cclothing lothing and and persona personall eeffects ects.. TThe he cacabin bin wwas as so so sma smallll that that the the menmen 
wwer eree obobligliged ed to to stoop stoop dodown wn upon upon entering, entering, and and aal ll l actiactivities vities inside inside wwereree 
hamperhampered bed by the ry the reduced heigeduced height of ht of the othe o vvererhead.head.21 21 

TThhe e Sonor Sonoraa lostlost sig sightht ofof thethe Santiag Santiagoo perpermanentlymanently onon JJuly uly 3131..  
Sailing Sailing eevver er nornorthwthwarard, d, they they br braavved ed cold cold cclimate limate and and eexposurxposure, e, bothboth 
of of wwhic hichh wwer eree eextrxtremeemely ly se sevver eree ffor or ooffcers cers and and cr creeww aalik likee during during thisthis 
porportion tion of of their their vvooyyaagge. e. Not Not daunted, daunted, ho howweevver er,, both both Bodeg Bodegaa andand 
Mour Moureelle lle seemed seemed deterdetermined mined to to ascend ascend to to the the limits limits prprescribedescribed bbyy 
VVicer icerooyy Bucar Bucareeli li and and to to sta stakkee their their oown wn persona personall cclaim, laim, as as wweel ll l asas 
the the so sovverereign eign cclaim laim ffor or Spain, Spain, in in se sevver eraall prprominent ominent babays ys and and points points.. 2222 

Mean Meanwwhile, hile, Hezeta Hezeta had had turturned ned south south and and aalong long the the wwaayy encounterencountereded 
wwhat hat he he thougthought ht to to be be aa vvast ast ba bayy that that he he wwas as una unabble le to to enter enter due due toto 
the the strstrong ong ad advverse erse currcurrent ent eexiting xiting it. it. He He had had disco discovverered ed the the ColumbiaColumbia 
Ri Rivver er..23 23

IncrIncredibedibly ly,, the the Sonor Sonoraa prpressedessed onon fforor thethe entirentiree monthmonth ofof AAugust.ugust. 
It It wwent ent as as far far as as 5959  deg degrrees ees nornorth th latitude, latitude, ccllaimed aimed sesevveerr aall ffeeaturature es s 
aalong long the the wwaayy,, and and esta estabblished lished aa Spanish Spanish cclaim laim to to the the entir entiree nornorthwthwestest 
PPacifi acific c coast coast frfrom om MonterMonterey ey Ba Bayy to to the the Gulf Gulf of of Alaska. Alaska. TThey hey ffoundound 
no no eevidence vidence of of RRussian ussian actiactivity vity,, aalthoug lthoughh ther theree wwas as indeed indeed some some bbyy 
this this time. time. FinaFinally lly,, on on September September 11,, 17751775,,  BodegBodegaa turturned ned south. south. By By 
no noww,, aalmost lmost aallll of of his his cr creeww,, incincluding luding himsehimself lf,, wwer eree too too wwea eakk to to manman 
their their posts posts,, sic sickkened ened as as they they wwer eree with with scurvy scurvy .. NeNevveerrthethelless ess,, during during the the 
southwsouthwar ardd vvooyyaagge, e, he he contincontinued ued to to cchar hartt the the coast coast betwbetween een the the StrStraitait 
of of JJuan uan de de Fuca Fuca and and MonterMonterey ey Ba Bayy,, incincluding luding his his namesa namesakke, e, PuerPuerto to 
de de la la CaCapitán pitán de de BodegBodega, a, or or Bodeg Bodegaa Ba Bayy .. On On October October 77,, 17751775, , thethe 
Sonor Sonoraa ancanchorhored ed in in MonterMonterey ey Ba Bayy aallongside ongside AAyyaala’s la’s San San CarCarlos los and and 
Hezeta’sHezeta’s SantiaSantiag goo—the —the thr threeee Basque Basque cacaptains ptains hahaving ving acachie hievved ed vverita-erita-

21 21 TThurhurman, man, TThe Nahe Navvaal Del Department partment,, 149149.  
2222 Ibid.,Ibid., 159159. 
2323 GarikanoGarikano,, KKaalifliforornia niakkoa oakk,, 258258– 6060.  
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le milestones in xploration. Bucareli was particularly pleased andb e
wrote as uc to his commander at San Blas Ignacio Artea (alsom h , ga
of Basque descent).

In ther ould be one mor significant xploration in Alta, e w e e
California and beyond. It as concei ed lmost immediately after thew v a
successful 1775 xpedition, we b ther shorta ofw a gee

erand crewmen at San Blas. Existing resources there w e stretched just
supplying the xpanding Spanish installations (presidios missionse , ,
colonists) in Alta California. Bucar li ordered preparations or an e f
xploration that ould emplo impr ed essels During 1777 1778,e w y ov v . –

Bodeg as dispatched to his nati eru, her he as le to pur a w ve P w e w ab -
hase, outfit, and man super La essel, Princesa He then sailed it .c a b v

Meanfrom Callao to San Blas arriving on bruar 27 1778. w a, Fe y ,
similar outstanding frigate, La orita had been constructed at San ,Fav
Blas o er a fifteen-month period.v

ne xpedition with ample supplies and personne left San BlasA w e l
on 1779 Artea a, the commander in cFe y 1, . hief captained ,g
La and Bodega, his second in command, as in har of, w c ge
La Bodega’s cr included Mour lle as the mate andFav . ew e

la’s ormer pilot, the Basque uan Bautista Aguirre. hey er toAya f J T w e
degascend to 70 r cnorth latitude—exploring, c

her alwa. T efing coasta ys the hope, of long the wa wayl
course, that they might find the Strait of Anián.

In the ent, they ould eac Puerto de la egla, or Spaniard’sev w r h R
Isla, in Cook Inlet. hey took possession of it and began xploringT e
farther north from there. Ho er once ain scurvy became bigwev , ag a
factor and on, A seriously ill Artea ordered the ships to7, a ga
head south, erriding Bodega’s objections he tw essels becameov . T o v
separated or ks ut later endezvoused in early September inf five wee , b r

24 hurman, he Na l Department 152 64; Garikano lifornia oa 70268,T T va , Ka k k,
25. hen, too ther as the ongoing concer er possible incursions of oreigners intoT , e w n ov f

the North Indeed, the famous Captain ames Cook had left England in 1776 on hisP . J
(and fatal) e. Clearly the Spaniards er ar of this and issued standing orderl voyag , w e aw e a

to captur and ecute Cook should he ppear in North acifi aters In point of fact, Cooke ex a P c w .
visited Nootka Sound in 1778 After enjoying good lations with the Indians there, he named. re

par of it riendly Co e. He athered cargo of sea otter pelts (They ould maa t F v g a . w ke
big impression in Europe.) He sailed as far north as 70 deg ees latitude to the Bering Straita r

in sear of the Northwest assa e, ut ound icebergs instead. He then turned south or hisch P g b f , f
second visit to Ha aii and his appointment with death.w
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ble milestones in exploration.2424 Bucareli was particularly pleased and 
wrote as much to his commander at San Blas, Ignacio Arteaga (also 
of Basque descent). 

In 17791779, there would be one more significant exploration in Alta 
California and beyond. It was conceived almost immediately after the 
successful 1775 expedition, but was no hips ut there as now a shortage of s ships 
and crewmen at San Blas. Existing resources there were stretched just 
supplying the expanding Spanish installations (presidios, missions, 
colonists) in Alta California. Bucareli ordered preparations for an 
exploration that would emplo y impr oved vessels . During 1777–1778, 
Bodega was dispatched to his native Peru, where he was able to pur-
chase, outfit, and man a super b vessel, La Princesa. He then sailed it 
from Callao to San Blas , arriving on Februar y 27, 1778. Meanwhile, a hile, 
similar outstanding frigate, La Favorita, had been constructed at San 
Blas over a fifteen-month period. 

A new expedition with ample supplies and personnel left San Blas 
on February 11, 1779. Artea a, the commander in c bruar 1 g hief , captained 
La PrincesaPrincesa, and Bodega, his second in command, was in charge of 
La Favorita. Bodega’s crew included Mourelle as the first first mate and orita 
Ayala’s former pilot, the Basque Juan Bautista Aguirre. They were to 
ascend to 70 degrees char ing, nd laim-ting, a 

feature . Ther e as alwa 
ees north latitude—exploring, hart and claim-

ing coastal eatur s es along the way was ys the hope, of 
course, that they might find the Strait of Anián.2525 

In the event, they would reach Puerto de la Regla, or Spaniard’s 
Isla, in Cook Inlet. They took possession of it and began exploring 
farther north from there. However, once again scurvy became a big 
factor, and on Augustugust 7, a seriously ill Arteaga ordered the ships to 
head south, overriding Bodega’s objections. The two vessels became 
separated for five weeks, but later rendezvoused in early September in 

24 Thurman, The Naval Department, 152–64; Garikano , Kaliforniakoak, 268–70. 
25. Then, too, there was the ongoing concern over possible incursions of foreigners into 

the North Pacific. acifi c Indeed, the famous Captain James Cook had left England in 1776 on his 
fina final (and fatal) voyage. Clearly, the Spaniards were aware of this and issued a standing order 
to capture and execute Cook should he appear in North Pacific waters . In point of fact, Cook 
visited Nootka Sound in 1778. After enjoying good relations with the Indians there, he named 

significant a part of it Friendly Cove. He gathered a significant cargo of sea otter pelts. (They would make 
a big impression in Europe.) He sailed as far north as 70 degrees latitude to the Bering Strait 
in search of the Northwest Passage, but found icebergs, instead. He then turned south for his 
second visit to Hawaii and his appointment with death. 

https://Ani�n.25
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https://exploration.24
https://xploration.24


193ilight of the Spanish Pacific

San San FFrrancisco ancisco Ba Bayy,, wwher heree they they rrecei eceivved ed the the wweelcome lcome succor succor of of the the mis-mis-
sionaries sionaries.. TThe he eexpedition xpedition linglingerered ed ther theree ffor or six six wweeeeks ks wwhile hile the the cr creewsws 
rreco ecovverered. ed. WWor ordd wwas as rrecei eceivved ed that that wwar ar had had been been decdeclarlared ed betwbetweeneen 
GrGreat eat BritainBritain aand nd Spain. Spain. SoSo La La FFaavvorita orita and and La La Princesa Princesa headed headed ffo orr 
San San Blas Blas,, arriarriving ving ther theree in in late late No Novvember ember without without incident. incident. It It wwasas 
then then that that ArArtea teaggaa and and Bodeg Bodegaa rrecei eceivved ed nenews ws of of VVicer icerooyy Bucar Bucareeli’sli’s 
death. death. His His rreplacement eplacement decdeclarlared ed furfurther ther eexplorxplorations ations to to be be suspendedsuspended 
because of because of the wthe war ar..226 6

NearNearly ly aa decade decade later later,, after after the the wwar ar had had ended, ended, ther theree wwas as aa rrepriseeprise 
of of Spanish Spanish interinterest est in in the the PPacifi acific c NorNorthwthwest. est. It It wwas as trig trigggerered ed in in 17861786  
bbyy wwor ordd frfrom om the the FFrrenc enchh eexplorxplorer er La La PPérérouse, ouse, gi givven en fifirst rst to to SpanishSpanish 
ooffciacials ls in in Chile Chile and and then then to to EsteEsteban ban JJosé osé MarMartínez, tínez, commander commander ofof 
LaLa Princesa Princesa a and nd LaLa FFaavvoritaorita ,, wwhen hen the the tw twoo men men coincided coincided after after the the
FFrrenc enchh eexplorxplorer er put put into into MonterMonterey ey Ba Bayy ffor or rrepairs epairs.. La La PPererouse ouse cclaimedlaimed 
that that ther theree wwas as no noww consider consideraabble le RRussian ussian actiactivity vity aalong long the the nornortherthernn 
PPacifi acific c coast coast of of NorNorth th America. America. ConcerConcerned ned ooffciacials ls in in Nue Nuevvaa EspañaEspaña 
begbegan pran prepareparations fations for a neor a new prw probe of obe of the northe north.th. 

OnOn AAppril ril 2424, ,  17881788,,   MarMartínez tínez depardeparted ted San San Blas Blas in in command command of of tw twoo 
vvesseessels ls.. He He ffound ound aa RRussian ussian fur fur trtrading ading settlement settlement on on Isla Isla de de TTrinidadrinidad 
that that had had been been in in eexistence xistence ffor or no no ffeewwer er than than nine nine yyears ears.. It It had had manymany 
ddwweellings llings and and wwar areehouses houses.. Many Many of of the the Indians Indians had had been been babaptizedptized 
and and wwer eree tr traapping pping furfur-bearing -bearing animaanimals ls ffor or trtrade ade with with the the EurEuropeansopeans.. 
MarMartínez tínez then then wwent ent farfarther ther nornorth th and and ffound ound aa RRussian ussian headquarheadquartersters 
instainstallation llation on on KKodia odiakk Island. Island. He He wwas as told told bbyy its its RRussian ussian commandercommander 
that that ther theree wwer eree no no ffeewwer er than than se sevven en RRussian ussian settlements settlements flflourishing ourishing 
aalong long the the coast coast of of the the Gulf Gulf of of Alaska. Alaska. TThe he SpaniarSpaniards ds wwer eree eextrxtremeemelyly 
wweellll rrecei eceivved. ed. TThe he RRussians ussians eevven en discdisclosed losed their their intention intention to to esta estabblishlish 
aa fforortified tified position position at at Nootka Nootka Sound Sound as as aa par partt of of their their strstrateg ategyy toto 
contain British econtain British expansion into the arxpansion into the area.ea.227 7

UnsurUnsurprisingprisingly ly,, wwhen hen MarMartínez tínez arri arrivved ed bac backk in in San San Blas Blas and and fifiled led
hishis rreeporpor t,t, thethe vicervicerooyy ororderdered ed immediate immediate prprepareparations ations ffoor r aa ne neww 
eexpedition xpedition ffor or the the purpurpose pose of of fforortifying tifying Nootka Nootka Sound. Sound. MarMartínez tínez leftleft 
SanSan Blas Blas onon FFeebbruar ruaryy 1717,  , 17891789,,   and and headed headed strstraigaight ht to to his his fi finana ll desti-desti-
nation. nation. It It wwas as aa di diffcult cult jourjourney ney,, and and he he did did not not arri arrivvee ther theree until until MaMayy 

26.26. TThurhurman, man, TThe Na he Navvaal Del Department partment,, 163163– 7979. 
27.27. Ibid.,Ibid., 267267– 7373.  
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55..  It It wwas as then, then, to to his his ccha haggrin, rin, that that he he ffound ound tw twoo American American ships ships andand aa 
smasmall British commerll British commerciacial fleet in the arl fleet in the area.ea. 

Despite Despite hahaving ving been been wwararned ned bbyy the the vicer vicerooyy to to be be wwar aryy of of Ameri-Ameri-
can can intentions intentions,, MarMartínez tínez struc struckk up up aa friendly friendly rreelation lation with with the the YYanksanks.. 
His His ties ties with with the the Brits Brits wwer eree cchillier hillier.. It It wwas as then, then, thrthroug oughh aa series series ofof 
macmachinations hinations,, that that MarMartínez tínez mana managged ed to to impound impound tw twoo British British shipsships 
and and send send them them bac backk to to San San Blas Blas,, aalong long with with their their cr creews ws.. TThrhrougough-h-
out out the the summer summer,, he he bbuilt uilt shor shoree facilities facilities and and fforortifications tifications,, incincludingluding 
arartiller tilleryy emplacements emplacements.. But But then then aa curious curious ororder der arri arrivved ed frfrom om NueNuevvaa 
España. España. He He wwas as instructed instructed to to aabandon bandon Nootka Nootka and and rretur eturnn to to San San 
BlasBlas ffoor r thethe wwinter inter.. TTher heree isis aa scscholarholarly ly contr controo vveersy rsy oo vveer r tthe he motmoti ivvees s 
ffor or the the ororder der,, or or eevven en its its vvaaliditylidity .. Ne Nevveerrthethe lless ess,, Mar Martínez tínez d dismantled ismantled 
his his emplacements emplacements and and prpreparepared ed to to head head south. south. JJust ust befbefororee depardepartingting 
Nootka, Nootka, he he cacapturptured ed an an American American vvesse essell that, that, frfrom om aa Spanish Spanish vieview-w-
point, wpoint, was eng as engaagged in illeg ed in illegaal fur trl fur trade with the coastaade with the coastal l IndiansIndians ..28 28

TThe he British British no noww demanded demanded rreelease lease of of the the tw twoo vvesseessels ls that that MarMar--
tínez tínez had had impounded impounded and and compensation—Spain compensation—Spain rrefused. efused. It It aappearppeareded 
that that the the tw twoo countries countries wweerr ee aabout bout to to go go to to wwaar r aaggain. ain. In In the the eevvent, ent, 
that that wwas as aavvoided, oided, bbut ut aa di diffcult cult negotiation negotiation la layy aahead. head. In In 17901790, , thethe 
tw twoo countries countries signed signed the the First First Nootka Nootka Con Convvention. ention. It It specified specified thatthat 
British British vvesseessels ls could could not not trtrade ade or or fifish sh within within ten ten lealeagues gues of of the the coastcoast 
frfrom om Nootka Nootka south, south, wwherhereas eas to to the the nornorth th of of that that point, point, they they wwer eree frfreeee 
to to operoperate ate onshor onshoree wwher hereevver er ther theree wwas as no no eexisting xisting EurEuropean opean settle-settle-
ment.ment. ItIt wwaas s aaggrreed eed that that both both countries countries wwoould uld send send outout anan eexperi-xperi-
enced enced nanavigvigator ator to to eeffect ect their their rrespecti espectivvee “Expedition “Expedition of of the the Limits”Limits” 
to to deterdetermine mine wwho ho wwas as cclaiming laiming wwhat. hat. GrGreat eat Britain Britain designated designated thethe 
task to Geor task to Georgge Ve Vancouvancouverer.. 

After After his his earearlier lier eexpeditions xpeditions aalong long the the coastline coastline of of the the PPacifi acific c 
NorNorthwthwest, est, JJuan uan FFrrancisco ancisco Bodeg Bodegaa yy Quadr Quadraa servserved ed ffor or aa ffeeww yyears ears 
withwith thethe nanavyvy inin Spain.Spain. HoHowweevveerr ,, with with the the situation situation in in the the NorNorth th 
PPacifi acific c heating heating up up,, it it wwas as cclear lear that that the the na navvaall base base at at San San Blas Blas neededneeded 
rreinfeinfororcement. cement. Bodeg Bodegaa wwas as rrestless estless,, and and he he petitioned petitioned ffor or the the opporoppor--
tunity tunity to to rretur eturnn to to San San Blas Blas.. He He brbrougought ht se sevver eraall ooffcers cers with with him, him, 
incincluding luding FFrrancisco ancisco de de Eliza, Eliza, of of Basque Basque descent.descent.29 29 InitiaInitiallylly,, BodegBodegaa 
dispatcdispatched hed thr threeee vvesseessels ls under under the the command command of of Eliza Eliza with with ororders ders toto 

28.28. Ibid.,Ibid., 276276– 300300.  
29.29. GarikanoGarikano,, KKaalifliforornia niakkoa oakk,, 284284– 8787.  
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on 1790 and therortify Nootka Sound. hey arri ed ther pril , ef T v e A 3,
er no other Europeans to be ound. hey set bout their task atw e f T a
riendly Co e, including installation of shor batter of twenty neF v a e y w

cannons supplied from Ha ana and then transported land across, v by
Nue a España.v

Despite Bodega’s order to oid conflicts with the Indians therav , e
er immediate hostilities At one point, Eliza’s men killed nati esw e . five v
ho er trying to stea iron barr hoops Another ht eruptedw w e l el . fig
hen the Spaniards tried to ppropriate the lumber in the nati es’w a v

llings or use in constructing their wn facilities By autumn, dwe f o . re
tions er so tense that the Spaniards er una le to go on huntingw e w e b
or ys her as uc pri ation among the Europeans during thatf a . T e w m h v

winter of 1791 little, Eliza as le toNe ertheless little– . v , by w ab
placate the nati es and the situation impr ed to the point that thev , ov
Indians began pr viding the Spaniards with ood. So no Spain hado f w a
ortified presence at Nootka.f

During the summer of 1791 xplorator al e y, v
xpeditions to the north and the south, leading some himself hee . T

Strait of Georgia as no disco ered, as as the mouth of the aserw w v w Fr
Ri er her as en the thought that the latter might be the entrv . T e w ev y
to the Strait of Anián. Unfortunately or the Spaniards they did notf ,
ollo up su ciently and it ould be Geor ancouver ho earf w f , w ge V w , a y

later ould xplor and laim Puget Sound. Eliza as lso interested, w e e c w a
in aining better intelligence concerning the Strait of uan de Fuca,g J
since it seemed lik ly that it could become the demarcation pointe
between the Spanish and British spheres of influence, necessitating

location to there of Nootka Sound’s Spanish settlement.re
it as eed that ancouver and Bodeg ouldT , w agr V a win

meet in Nootka to negotiate the di erences between the tw countriesf o
er the futur of the egion. he Spanish plan as to send esselsov e r T w five v

to the area in order to impress the English. he master shipbuilderT
at San Blas the Basque Manue Bastarrechea, had constructed the, l
Aránzazu30 and as ordered to no produce another schooner the w w ,
Sútil About this time, the Italian . e Alessandr Malaspina, in o
the service of Spain, visited San Blas After meetings with members of.
Malaspina’s cr ho emained in San Blas Bodeg decided to adew w r , a d

30. he monastery of Aránzazu in Gipuzkoa is a major Basque Marian r ligious shrine.T e
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fortify Nootka Sound. They arri ved ther e on April 3, 1790, and there 
were no other Europeans to be found. They set about their task at 
Friendly Cove, including installation of a shore battery of twenty new 
cannons, supplied from Havana and then transported by land across 
Nueva España. 

Despite Bodega’s order to avoid conflicts with the Indians, there 
were immediate hostilities. At one point, Eliza’s men killed five natives 
who were trying to steal iron barrel hoops. Another fight erupted 
when the Spaniards tried to appropriate the lumber in the natives’ 

la-dwellings for use in constructing their own facilities. By autumn, rela-
tions were so tense that the Spaniards were unable to go on hunting 
forays. There was much privation among the Europeans during that 
winter of 17901790–1791. Nevertheless, little by little, Eliza was able to 
placate the natives, and the situation improved to the point that the 
Indians began providing the Spaniards with food. So now Spain had a 
fortified presence at Nootka. 

Eliza d hed sever During the summer of 1791, Eliza ispatched se eral exploratory dispatc 
expeditions to the north and the south, leading some himself. The 
Strait of Georgia was now discovered, as was the mouth of the Fraser 
River. There was even the thought that the latter might be the entry 
to the Strait of Anián. Unfortunately for the Spaniards, they did not 
follow up sufciently, and it would be George Vancouver who, a year 
later, would explore and claim Puget Sound. Eliza was also interested 
in gaining better intelligence concerning the Strait of Juan de Fuca, 
since it seemed likely that it could become the demarcation point 
between the Spanish and British spheres of influence, necessitating 
relocation to there of Nootka Sound’s Spanish settlement. 

hen, in 1792 
meet in Nootka to negotiate the diferences between the two countries 
over the future of the region. The Spanish plan was to send five vessels 
to the area in order to impress the English. The master shipbuilder 
at San Blas, the Basque Manuel Bastarrechea, had constructed the 
Aránzazu30 and was ordered to now produce another schooner, the 
Sútil. About this time, the Italian explore

Then, 1792, it was agreed that Vancouver and Bodega would 

xplor r er Alessandro Malaspina, in 
the service of Spain, visited San Blas. After meetings with members of 
Malaspina’s crew who remained in San Blas, Bodega decided to add 

30. The monastery of Aránzazu in Gipuzkoa is a major Basque Marian religious shrine. 
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aa scientifi scientific c dimension dimension to to the the eexpedition. xpedition. In In adaddition dition to to aappointingppointing aa 
scientist scientist and and his his aide, aide, Bodeg Bodegaa named named aa tatalented lented yyoung oung CrCreole eole arartist tist ofof 
Basque descent, Atanasio EcBasque descent, Atanasio Eche hevverria, as illustrerria, as illustratorator.. 

BodegBodega, a, in in command command of of the the Santa Santa Gertrudis Gertrudis,, arriarrivveed d atat FFriendly riendly 
CoCovvee onon AApril pril 2929,, 17921792..   He He wwaas s ffeted eted with with aa potlatc potlatchh bbyy the the loca locall 
cchhief ief.. By By MaMayy 1313,,  aallll fifivvee Spanish Spanish vvesseessels ls wwer eree in in por portt after after su sufferingering 
wweather eather dama damagge. e. OvOver er the the nenext xt se sevver eraall wweeeeks ks,, Bodeg Bodegaa rrepairepaired ed themthem 
and and impr improovved ed his his shor shoree facilities facilities wwhile hile aawwaiting aiting VVancouvancouver’s er’s arriarrivvaall. . 
Of Of consider consideraabble le concerconcern, n, ho howweevver er,, wwas as the the aappearppearance ance of of no no ffeewwerer 
than than sixteen sixteen furfur-tr-trading ading EngEnglish, lish, FFrrencench, h, American, American, and and PPorortuguesetuguese 
vvesseessels ls that that summer summer.. TThe he “Spanish “Spanish La Lakke” e” wwas as obobviously viously no no longlongerer 
eexxcclusi lusivveely Spanish.ly Spanish. 

Bodeg Bodegaa aalso lso decided decided to to dispatc dispatchh the the ArAránzazuánzazu to to the the nornorth. th. It It
wwas as to to sear searcchh ffor or the the nornorthwthwest est passa passaggee and and then, then, during during its its rretureturn,n, 
eexplor xploree and and cchar hartt aallll of of the the inlets inlets betwbetween een Bucar Bucareeli li Ba Bayy and and NootkaNootka 
Sound. Sound. Along Along the the wwaayy,, he he named named AristazaAristazaba ball Island.Island.331 1 TThe he jourjourney ney 
lasted lasted eigeighty-six hty-six dadaysys,, and and t the he AAr ráánzazu nzazu arri arrivved ed bac backk at at FFriendly riendly CoCovvee 
on Septemberon September 77.. 

VVancouvancouver er had had arri arrivved, ed, fifinana lly lly,, in in late late AAugust, ugust, hahaving ving eng engaagged ed inin 
his his oown wn ccharharting ting of of the the nornorther thernn coastline. coastline. Despite Despite his his irritation irritation atat 
hahaving ving lost lost most most of of the the summer summer (the (the season season ffor or serious serious eexplorxploration),ation), 
Bodeg Bodegaa rrecei eceivved ed VVancouvancouver er with with courcourtesy tesy and and hospitahospitality lity .. ActuaActually lly,, hehe 
wwas as under under ororders ders to to do do so so.. His His mission, mission, after after aall, ll, wwas as defined defined as as “dip-“dip-
lomaticlomatic.” .” Indeed, Indeed, the the tw twoo men men hosted hosted one one another another lalavishly vishly and and strucstruckk 
up up aa ggenenuine uine friendship friendship.. Ho Howweevver er,, the the negotiations negotiations wwer eree another another mat-mat-
ter ter.. Bodeg Bodegaa prproposed oposed that that the the boundar boundaryy betwbetween een the the Spanish Spanish andand 
British British spherspheres es of of influence influence be be fixfixed ed at at the the StrStrait ait of of JJuan uan de de Fuca, Fuca, andand 
VVaancouvncouve er r prpr ooposed posed itit bebe set set atat San San FFrraancisco ncisco Ba Bayy .. TThey hey aaggrreed eed to to dis-dis-
aaggrree. ee. Mean Meanwwhile, hile, Bodeg Bodegaa prproposed oposed they they name name aa lar larggee island island QuadrQuadraa 
and and VVancouvancouver er in in honor honor of of their their rreelationship lationship.. Once Once it it became became par partt ofof 
the the EngEnglish lish spher spheree of of influence influence in in the the nineteenth nineteenth centur centuryy,, that that namename 
eevventuaentually lly eevvolvolved ed into into todatoday’s y’s VVancouvancouver er Island. Island. On On their their last last nignightht 
to toggether ether in in Nootka, Nootka, VVancouvancouver er hosted hosted Bodeg Bodegaa at at aa sumptuous sumptuous ban-ban-
quet quet aaboar boardd the the Disco Discovver eryy,, and and the the Spanish Spanish commander commander rrecipreciprocated ocated

31. In honor of Gabriel de Aristazabal, a famed Spanish sea captain of Basque descent.
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with with an an eelalaborborate ate ffesti estivvaall ashorashore. e. TThey hey aaggrreed eed to to meet meet aaggain ain soon soon inin 
MonterMontereyey..332 2

During During his his vvooyyaaggee south, south, VVancouvancouver er had had aa series series of of encounters encounters 
with with BasquesBasques.. InIn SSan an FFrraancisco ncisco BBaa yy,, hhe e wwaas s wweelcomed lcomed bbyy tthehe FFrraan-n-
ciscan ciscan friar friar MarMartín tín Ladaeta, Ladaeta, wwho ho wwas as frfrom om KKorortezubi, tezubi, Bizkaia. Bizkaia. HeHe 
ininvited vited the the British British commander commander to to his his mission. mission. TThe he Spanish Spanish go govverernornor 
ggaavvee VVancouvancouver er fr freeee rreign eign of of the the ararea ea and and eevven en pr proovided vided mounts mounts fforor 
his rhis reconnaissance.econnaissance. 

TThhen, en, onon NoNo vveember mber 2277, ,  Bodeg Bodegaa and and VVancouvancouver er rrendezvendezvousedoused 
inin MMonteronte reeyy .. VVancouvancouver er met met with with CaCalifliforornia nia go govverernor nor,, JJosé osé JJoaquínoaquín 
Arrilla Arrillagga, a, aa Basque Basque frfrom om Aia, Aia, GipuzkGipuzkoa. oa. He He visited visited Mission Mission CarCarmemell 
in in BodegBodega’s a’s company company and and met met FFerermín mín Lasuén, Lasuén, wwho ho wwas as bor bornn in in VVito-ito-
ria, ria, Ar Araaba, ba, head head of of the the Alta Alta CaCalifliforornia nia missions missions.. Bodeg Bodegaa made made rrepairsepairs 
to Vto Vancouvancouver’s ver’s vesseessel without cl without char hargge.e. 

TThe he British British left left MonterMonterey ey on on JJananuar uaryy 1515,, 17931793..  InIn MMaa yy o off tthat hat 
yyear ear,, VVancouvancouver er rretureturned ned to to CaCalifliforornia nia and and aaggain ain enterentered ed San San FFrranciscoancisco 
BaBayy .. Ho Howweevver er,, this this time, time, the the rreception eception wwas as mor moree fforormamal. l. Arrilla Arrillaggaa hadhad 
been been ororderdered ed bbyy the the vicer vicerooyy to to rrestrict estrict VVancouvancouver’s er’s mo movvements ements so so asas 
to to concea conceall frfrom om the the British British commander commander the the many many wweaeaknesses knesses of of SanSan 
FFrrancisco’s ancisco’s defdefenses enses.. VVancouvancouver er depardeparted ted immediateimmediately ly ffor or the the south,south, 
and and Arrilla Arrillaggaa dispatcdispatched hed aa messengmessenger er to to infinfor ormm the the prpresidios esidios not not toto 
rresupply esupply the the British. British. Ho Howweevver er,, they they arri arrivved ed at at Santa Santa BarBarbar baraa befbefororee 
the the messa messagge, e, and and VVancouvancouver er wwas as wweellll rrecei eceivved ed bbyy the the commander commander ofof 
its prits presidioesidio, F , Feelipe Goicoeclipe Goicoechea, a Basque descendant.hea, a Basque descendant. 

TThe he person person at at Santa Santa BarBarbar baraa wwho ho most most imprimpressed essed VVancouvancouverer 
wwas as the the Na Navvarrarrese ese FFrraayy VVicente icente de de Santa Santa María. María. TThe he da dayy befbefor oree VVan-an-
couvcouver’s er’s depardeparturture, e, FFrraayy Santa Santa María María aappearppeared ed with with aa sma smallll bandband 
of of sheep sheep and and twtwenty enty mmules ules loaded loaded with with supplies supplies ffor or the the British. British. TThehe 
friar friar and and the the commander commander of of the the prpresidio esidio wwer eree then then hosted hosted at at aa dinnerdinner 
aaboar boardd the the Disco Discovver eryy.. WWhhen en tthe he BBritish ritish put put tthe he ffriar riar aashor shoree, , thether ree wwas as 
aa ggrreat eat thrthrong ong of of Indians Indians.. At At fifirst, rst, VVancouvancouver er thougthought ht they they had had comecome 
toto seesee himhim ooff.. InIn rreea allity it y,, t they hey wweerr ee wworried orried aabbout out ttheir heir f friarria r,, ffearful earful 
that that he he had had been been harharmed med bbyy the the ffororeigners eigners.. Santa Santa María María rreassureassureded 
them, them, speaspeaking king their their langua languaggee with with ggrreat eat flfluencuenc yy .. AsAs VVancouvancouver er thenthen 
sailed sailed nornorth th aalong long the the CaCalifliforornia nia coast, coast, he he named named se sevver eraall ffeatureatureses 

32.32. GarikanoGarikano,, KKaalifliforornia niakkoa oakk,, 290290– 302302.  
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after after his his ne neww friends—Pfriends—Point oint FFerermín, mín, PPoint oint Lasuén, Lasuén, PPoint oint FFeelipe, lipe, PPointoint 
VVicente—bicente—but therut there we would be no Pould be no Point Arrilla oint Arrillagga.a. 

On On JJananuar uaryy 1111,, 17941794,,  SpainSpain andand GrGreateat BritainBritain signedsigned aa fifinana ll 
Nootka Nootka Con Convvention. ention. By By then, then, Spain Spain had had aaggrreed eed to to compensate compensate thethe 
British British oowners wners of of the the vvesseessels ls seized seized bbyy MarMartínez. tínez. TThe he SpaniarSpaniards ds aalsolso 
aaggrreed eed to to tur turnn FFriendly riendly Co Covvee oovver er to to the the British. British. Instructions Instructions to to thatthat 
eeffect ect wwer eree sent sent frfrom om Spain Spain to to BodegBodega, a, bbut ut bbyy then then he he wwas as dead. dead. HeHe 
had had died died in in San San Blas Blas frfrom om the the heahealth lth prproboblems lems accumaccumulated ulated frfrom om hishis 
bouts bouts with with scurvy scurvy and and yyears ears of of rresidence esidence in in the the unsaunsalubrious lubrious nanavvaall 
porport. t. TThe he yyear ear 17931793   had had been been parparticularticularly ly painful painful ffor or BodegBodega. a. He He hadhad 
gone gone to to Spain Spain to to petition petition ffor or compensation compensation frfrom om the the go govverernmentnment ffoorr 
his his many many yyears ears of of service. service. By By then, then, he he wwas as impecunious impecunious,, hahaving ving gone gone 
thrthrougoughh hhis is ffamily amily iinheritance nheritance bbyy ppur urcchhasing asing LLa a FFaavvorita orita in in 17771777   with with 
his his oown wn funds funds and and then then bbyy pr prooviding viding consider consideraabble le fifinancia nanciall assistanceassistance 
to to the the CaCalifliforornia nia missions missions.. His His petitions petitions wwer eree in in vvain. ain. Ne Nevvererthethelessless,, 
the the imprimpressi essivvee leglegac acyy of of JJuan uan FFrrancisco ancisco Bodeg Bodegaa yy Quadr Quadraa in in the the NorNorthth 
PPacifi acific c is is indisputa indisputabble. le. He He wwas as cclearlearly ly one one of of the the ggrreatest eatest eexplorxplorers ers toto 
eevver sail under the Spanish fler sail under the Spanish flaagg.. 

TThe he RRooyyal al Philippine Philippine CompanCompanyy 
FFor or aallll prpractica acticall purpurposes poses,, Domingo Domingo de de BoenecBoenechea’s hea’s tw twoo rrather ather atten-atten-
uateduated vvooyyaaggeess toto TTaahiti hiti mar markked ed the the end end of of Spanish Spanish eexplorxploration ation and and 
politica politicall heghegemony emony in in the the South South PPacifi acificc.. Indeed, Indeed, those those mantemantels ls wwouldould 
be be wrwrested ested bbyy the the FFrrenc enchh and, and, parparticularticularly ly,, the the EngEnglish. lish. TTher heree rremainsemains 
one one last last Spanish/Basque Spanish/Basque leglegac acyy in in the the rregion egion wwororth thyy of of considerconsideration:ation: 
thethe crcreationeation ofof thethe RRooyyaall PhilippinePhilippine CompanyCompany (La(La RReaeall CompañíaCompañía dede 
Filipinas) Filipinas) inin tthe he llate ate eeig ighhteenth teenth centurcentur yy .. It It wwas as an an outg outgrroowth wth succes-succes-
sor sor of of the the earearlier lier ((17281728))  RRooyyaall G Gipuzk ipuzkooan an C Company ompany ofof C Cararaacas cas ( (La La 
RRea eall Compañía Compañía Guipúzcoana Guipúzcoana de de CarCaracas), acas), wwhic hichh wwas as itseitself lf modemodeledled 
after after suc suchh commercommercia ciall bebehemoths hemoths as as the the British British East East Indies Indies CompanyCompany 
(f(founded inounded in 16001600) and the Dutc) and the Dutch East Indies Company (h East Indies Company (16021602). ). 

At At the the time time that that the the RRooyyaall GipuzkGipuzkoan oan Company Company rrecei eceivved ed its its ccharhar--
ter ter frfrom om Philip Philip VV,, the the nornorther thernn coast coast of of South South America America wwas as aa semilasemilaw-w-
less less aappenda ppendaggee of of empirempire. e. In In rretur eturnn ffor or aa twtwo-w o-waayy trtrade ade monopolymonopoly 
betwbetween een the the rregion egion and and EurEurope, ope, the the company company aaggrreed eed to to pr proovidevide aa 
modicum modicum of of go govverernance nance and and coasta coastall survsurveillance eillance to to contrcontrol ol the the con-con-
tr traaband band tr traaffcc betwbetween een the the localocals ls and and the the DutcDutch. h. As As migmight ht be be imaimag-g-
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ined, ined, suc suchh actiactivities vities wwer eree thorthorougoughly hly rresented esented bbyy VVenezueenezuela’s la’s crcreoles eoles.. 
Indeed, Indeed, in in 17491749, , tther heree wwaas s aa rreebbeelllion lion iin n tthe he ccolony olony toto the the crcr yy ofof “Long “Long 
li livve the king, death to the Ve the king, death to the Vizca izcayyans!”ans!”3333 

TThe he RRooyyaall GipuzkGipuzkoan oan Company Company of of CarCaracas acas had had been been ffoundedounded bbyy 
BasquesBasques,, and and until until 17501750, , the the company’s company’s ships ships wwer eree aallo llowwed ed to to doc dockk inin 
Bilbao Bilbao and and San San SeSebastián, bastián, wwhence hence the the imporimports ts could could enter enter the the widerwider 
EurEuropean opean mar markkets ets without without passing passing thrthroug oughh Spanish Spanish customs customs.. TThishis 
crcreated eated consider consideraabble le prprosperity osperity ffor or the the shar shareeholders holders,, bbut ut aalso lso rresent-esent-
ment ment in in other other commercommercia ciall and and go govverernmenta nmentall sectors sectors that that wwould ould eevven-en-
tuatually lly lead lead to to rrestrictions estrictions being being placed placed upon upon the the company’s company’s priprivilegvilegeses.. 
By By late late centur centuryy,, on on the the one one hand, hand, its its oownership wnership wwas as “diluted,” “diluted,” in in thatthat 
Basques Basques wwer eree no no longlonger er in in contrcontrol,ol,34 34 wwhhile, ile, onon thethe otheother r,, itsits fforortunes tunes 
wwerere in serious dece in serious decline.line. 

Mean Meanwwhile, hile, Asia Asia and and the the South South PPacifi acificc prpresented esented their their oown wn 
unique unique arrarrangangements ements and and cchahallengllenges es.. As As wwee ha havvee seen, seen, ther theree wwereree 
ffeeeebble le attempts attempts to to eexplor xploree and and contrcontrol ol the the latter latter frfrom om Nue Nuevvaa EspañaEspaña 
and and parparticularticularly ly frfromom PPeeru,ru,335 5 bbut ut the the rresouresources ces wwer eree ffeeww and and the the disdis--
tances tances vvast. ast. TThe he other other ffoothold oothold of of Spanish Spanish influence influence in in the the rregion egion wwasas 
Manila. Manila. FFrrom om the the outset, outset, it it seemed seemed ideaideally lly situated situated to to facilitate facilitate trtradeade 
with with Asia, Asia, parparticularticularly ly with with China, China, and and the the Philippines Philippines themsethemselvlveses 
wwer eree deemed deemed to to be be aa potentia potentiall soursource ce of of trtropica opicall prproducts oducts.. Ne Nevvererthe-the-
lessless,, bbyy thethe eigeighteenthhteenth centurcenturyy,, thethe arareaea hadhad failedfailed toto rreaealizelize itsits prprom-om-
ise on either scorise on either score.e. 

Manila Manila servserved ed as as aa pi pivvota otall point point ffor or aa deg degrreeee of of commercommerce ce withwith 
the the Asian Asian mainland, mainland, funnefunneling ling suc suchh luxur luxuryy goods goods as as silks silks and and porpor--
cecelains lains to to Spain Spain wwhile hile trtransfansferring erring Ne Neww WWororld ld silvsilver er to to the the Orient.Orient. 
Ho Howweevver er,, PPorortuguese tuguese contrcontrol ol of of the the mor moree dirdirect ect and and cost-e cost-effectiectivvee 
rroute oute to to EurEurope ope via via the the CaCape pe of of Good Good Hope Hope pr proovved ed rrestricti estrictivve, e, eexxceptcept 
during during the the sixty sixty yyears ears wwhen hen the the tw twoo monar monarcchies hies wwer eree combined.combined. TThhe e 

33. Douglass and Bilbao Amerikanua 91, k,
34. ulio Caro Baroja, Los vascos y el mar (San Sebastián: Txertoa, 1981), 115 16.J

bolished sla er ina v y 1854 ould see laborers in the South it35. Indeed, after eru , w k PP
or its plantations and guano-mining operations During se en-month period in 1862 1863,f . a v
634 people er “recruited” means of fraudulent epresentations or outright kidnapping3, w e by r .

About thir of the thirty-thr ship captains eng ed in the shameless usiness er Basquea d ee ag b w e
surnamed. See H. E. Maude, Sla er in aradise: he eruvian Sla ade in olynesia, 1862v s P T P ve Tr P
1864 (P lo Alto and Canberra: Stanfor Uni ersity Press and ustr lian Nationa Uni ersitya d v A a l v
Press 1981), xix–xxi, 185 188, , .
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33. Douglass and Bilbao, Amerikanuak, 91. 
34. Julio Caro Baroja, Los vascos y el mar (San Sebastián: Txertoa, 1981), 115–16. 

abolished sla ver y in acifi c 35. Indeed, after Peru 1854, it would seek laborers in the South Pacific 
for its plantations and guano-mining operations. During a seven-month period in 1862–1863, 
3,634 people were “recruited” by means of fraudulent representations or outright kidnapping. 
About a third of the thirty-three ship captains engaged in the shameless business were Basque 
surnamed. See H. E. Maude, Sla ver s in Paradise: The Peruvian Sla ve Trade in Polynesia, 1862– 
1864 (P alo Alto and Canberra: Stanfor d Uni versity Press and Austr alian Nationa l Uni versity 
Press, 1981), xix–xxi, 185, 188. 
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Manila Manila run run to to AcaAcapulco pulco rrequirequired ed crcrossing ossing the the PPacifi acific c Ocean, Ocean, thenthen 
unloading unloading carcargo go,, trtransporansporting ting it it bbyy land, land, and and then then rreeloading loading it it fforor yyeett 
anotheranother seasea vvooyyaaggee acracrossoss thethe AtlanticAtlantic toto EurEurope.ope. FurFurtherthermormore,e, frfromom 
the the outset, outset, the the rrather ather cclumsy lumsy Manila Manila run run became became aa jeajealously lously guarguardedded 
monopoly monopoly of of cercertain tain Manila Manila and and AcaAcapulco pulco mer mercchant hant cclans lans.. AsAs ffoorr 
trtropica opicall aaggriculturriculture, e, the the Philippines Philippines had had long long la lagggged ed wweellll bebehind hind thethe 
prpromise omise and and eexpectations xpectations of of its its boosters boosters.. TToo ad addd to to the the frustrfrustration,ation, 
Manila Manila had had pr proovven en to to be be aa security security risk, risk, eevidenced videnced bbyy AnsonAnson’s ’s seizurseizuree 
of of the the trtreasur easuree ship ship in in Philippine Philippine wwaters aters in in 17431743  and and EngEnglish lish occupaoccupa--
tion of tion of the city in the city in 11762762..  

All All of of the the ffororegoing egoing constituted constituted the the bacbackdrkdrop op prprompting ompting fforormmuu--
lation lation of of aa prproposa oposall to to ffound ound the the RRooyyaall Philippine Philippine Company Company .. BasquesBasques 
wwer eree cclearlearly ly on on aallll sides sides of of the the issue. issue. Gi Givven en that that bbyy the the 17301730s s the the RRooyyaall 
GipuzkGipuzkoan oan Company Company of of CarCaracas acas wwas as rretureturning ning annannua uall didividendsvidends 
toto iits ts s sharhareehholders olders onon thethe ororderder o off 2200   perpercent cent of of their their in invvestment, estment, itit 
servserved ed as as the the inspirinspiration ation ffor or aa similar similar Philippine Philippine initiati initiativve. e. In In 11732732, , 
ffour our Basque Basque mer mercchants hants based based in in Cádiz Cádiz aapplied pplied ffor or aa rrooyyaall ccharharter ter toto 
tr traaffcc dirdirectly ectly with with Manila Manila ffor or ten ten yyears ears.. WWhile hile this this wwas as aappr pproovved ed ini-ini-
tiatially lly,, befbefor oree actua actuall implementation, implementation, rrooyyaall perpermission mission wwas as withdr withdraawnwn 
to fa to favvor a bror a broader aoader apprpproacoach to Philippine trh to Philippine trade.ade. 

MManila anila rreesidents sidents iin n ccontrontrool l oof f tthe he ggaallleon leon ttrr aaffcc wwiitthh NNuueevvaa 
EEspaña, spaña, iincnclluding uding mmany any BBasquesasques ,, rreeggaarrdded ed aal ll l ssucuc hh iinitiatinitiati vvees s wwaarily rily .. IIn n
11743743,, ffoor r eex xample, ample, B Basque asque c commer ommercciai all iinterntere ests sts rreeprpreesented sented 3388 p peerrcceenntt 
oof f tthe he ssharharees s iin n tthe he ttww oo vveessessells s mmaakking ing tthe he vvooyyaaggee tto o AAcacappulcoulco ..336 6 BBuutt 
tthen hen ttherher ee wwaas s tthe he ccontrontr oovveersiarsia ll rroole le oof f FFrraancisco ncisco LLeandreandr oo dde e VViiana— ana—
aa BBasque asque bboror nn iin n AArr aabba a wwhho o iin n 11748748   wwaass aappppooiinntteedd tthhee aattttoorrnneeyy ggeenn--
eerr aal l ofof  the audiencia ofthe audiencia of  Manila. MarManila. Marcciano de Boriano de Borjja tea tellls us: ls us:

YYoouunngg,, iiddeeaalliissttiicc,, aanndd eenneerrggeettiicc,, VViiaannaa iimmmmeeddiiaatteellyy ddeeddiiccaatteedd hhiimmsseellf f tto o
hhis is pposition. osition. HHe e ttook ook ggrreeat at iinterntereest st iin n tthe he sstudy tudy oof f tthe he eeconomic conomic pprroobb--
llems ems oof f tthe he PPhilippines hilippines aand nd pprrooposed posed aa nnuumber mber oof f pplans lans tto o rreemedy medy tthem. hem.
HHis is zzeaea ll iin n uupholding pholding tthe he iinterntereest st oof f tthe he SSpanish panish sstate tate aand nd pprrootecting tecting 
tthe he rrigighhts ts oof f tthe he nnatiati vvee FFilipinos ilipinos qquicuickkly ly eeararnned ed hhim im ppoo wweerful rful eenemiesnemies ,, 
iincnclluding uding tthe he BBasque asque ggoo vveerrnnoror--ggeenerner aall PPeedrdr oo MMananuuee ll dde e AArraandía ndía aand nd 
AArraandía ndía ccohorohortts s ssucuc hh aas s FFrraancisco ncisco ZZaappata ata aand nd SSantiaantiaggo o dde e OOrreendain, ndain, aa 
sson on oof f aa MMeexxican ican BBasque. asque. HHis is eeconomic conomic iideasdeas ,, pparartticularicularlly y hhis is pprrooposaposa ll 

36. Marciano R. de Borja, Basques in the Philippines (Reno: Uni ersity of Ne ada Pressv v ,
2005), 62.
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2005), 62. 
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a r
c

d c to supervise the
ga

siness community—such as the Basque Pedro Lamberto de Astegui-
e

In 1765 in the immediate aftermath of the English occupation of,
Manila, iana wrote treatise entitled “Demostración de míserV a el o
deplor le estado de las Islas Filipinas” (Demonstration of the miserab -

le deplor le state of the Philippines). He argued that proper policab ab y
could con er the Philippines from net drain on Spain tov t a l

positi contributor to its nationa orth. He began his argumenta ve l w
noting that hile the English er gone or the time being, theyby w w e f

departed the Philippines with luctance and ould ladly eturre w g r n
should the islands be bandoned Spain. iana argued that the a by V
lish er enamored with the Philippines and fully conscious of theirw e
strategic lue as base from hic to conduct both illicit commerceva a w h
with Nue España and attacks upon the entir American va e P
coast in artime. He further argued neither papa ulls nor treatiesw l b
any longer precluded Spain from sailing around the Cape of Good
Hope. (In any ent, this time, the ortuguese historica monopolyev by P l
of the oute had been totally compromised virtually er Eurr by ev y
pean na po er.) His ey proposa egarded creation of companyval w k l r a
that ould carr Spanish goods from Cádiz to Manila or sale bothw y f
in the Philippines and in China and that ould then transpor w t
ippine products to Europe on the etur e. he latter ouldr n voyag T w
serv as the stimulus or the xpansion of tropica ricultur in thee f e l ag e
islands he benefits to both the Spanish and Philippine economies. T

ere evident.w
theIn 1773, Royal w hartered to c

tate direct trade between Spain and Asia (primarily China and India),
hampioned in Madrid the enc Basque economist ançoisc by Fr h Fr

Cabarrús and other prominent Basques suc as iana and Bernardo, h V

37. Ibid., 63 64
38. María Lourdes Diaz-T echuelo Spínola, La ea Compañía de Filipinas (Sevilla: Escuelar R l

de Estudios Hispano-Americanos de Sevilla, Consejo Superior de In estigaciones v ,
1965), 12 14.
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to open direct trade oute between Spain and the Philippines via the to open a direct trade route between Spain and the Philippines via the 
Cape of God Hope, lashed with the views of prominent members of Cape of God Hope, clashed with the views of prominent members of 
the Consulado—the board of merchants created in 1769 the Consulado—the boar of mer hants created in 1769 to supervise the 
Acapulco lleon trade and adjudicate disputes among members of theAcapulco galleon trade and adjudicate disputes among members of the 
bubusiness community—such as the Basque Pedro Lamberto de Astegui-
eta, Pedro Iriarte, Felipe Erquizia, and Pedro Echenique.eta, Pedro Iriarte, F lipe Erquizia, and Pedro Echenique.3737 

In 1765, in the immediate aftermath of the English occupation of 
Manila, Viana wrote a treatise entitled “Demostración de el mísero 
deplorable estado de las Islas Filipinas” (Demonstration of the miser-
able deplorable state of the Philippines). He argued that proper policy 

financia could convert the Philippines from a net financial drain on Spain to 
a positive contributor to its national worth. He began his argument 
by noting that while the English were gone for the time being, they 
departed the Philippines with reluctance and would gladly return 

Eng-should the islands be abandoned by Spain. Viana argued that the Eng-
lish were enamored with the Philippines and fully conscious of their 
strategic value as a base from which to conduct both illicit commerce 

acifi c with Nueva España and attacks upon the entire American Pacific 
coast in wartime. He further argued neither papal bulls nor treaties 
any longer precluded Spain from sailing around the Cape of Good 
Hope. (In any event, by this time, the Portuguese historical monopoly 
of the route had been totally compromised by virtually every o-Euro-
pean naval power.) His key proposal regarded creation of a company 
that would carry Spanish goods from Cádiz to Manila for sale both 

Phil-in the Philippines and in China and that would then transport Phil-
ippine products to Europe on the return voyage. The latter would 
serve as the stimulus for the expansion of tropical agriculture in the 
islands. The benefits to both the Spanish and Philippine economies 
were evident.38 38

In 1773, the Royal Philippine ompany was facili-Philippine C as chartered to facili-Company 
tate direct trade between Spain and Asia (primarily China and India), 
championed in Madrid by the French Basque economist François 
Cabarrús and other prominent Basques, such as Viana and Bernardo 

37. Ibid., 63–64. 
38. María Lourdes Diaz-Trechuelo Spínola, La Real Compañía de Filipinas (Sevilla: Escuela 

Científicasde Estudios Hispano-Americanos de Sevilla, Consejo Superior de Investigaciones Científicas, 
1965), 12–14. 

https://evident.38
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Iriarte, member of Spain’s Supreme Court. he concept as not a T w
hile, the late 1770s, Royalw byimplemented immediately; mean

wGipuzkoan Company of Caracas as in di culty (Itw l f .
be a T vbolished in 1785 or creation of the ne .) way f w
enterprise. According to Borja:

In eality the Philippine Company as only eincarnation ofr , Royal w a r
the Gipuzkoan Company of Caracas he transformation of theRoyal . T
Caracas Company to the Philippine Company did not substantially
hang the Basque presence in and wnership of the ne companyc e o w .
he ormer mana ement team emained, as did many of the old sharT f g r

holders suc consulado (boaras the pr vince of Gipuzkoa, the of, h o d
ofmer hants) of San Sebastián, the city go ernment ayuntamiento )c v (

Donostia (San Sebastián), the Uni ersity of Oñate, as as individuav wel l
in estors suc as Zuaznabar Lopeola, Arbaiza, and Goicoa. nev h , T w
list of shar holders lso included the Spanish cr wn and the majore a o five
guilds in Madrid. Other aspects and properties of the Caracas 
pany suc as its shipyar in Bizkaia and its eapons factor in Placen-, h d w y
cia, were passed on to the Philippine Company.

he Philippine Company enjo ed some successes parT Royal y ,
larly initially ut it lso faced daunting hallenges hile it secured the, b a c . W
right to trade directly with Asian countries its essels er equired, v w e r
to pass throug Manila befor eturning to Spain, hic often addedh e r w h
an unnecessar xpense. hile it as lso llo ed to trade from Spainy e W w a a w
with the Latin American colonies it as precluded from carrying car, w -
goes from Manila to the Ne orld, hich, until 1815 emained the , rw W w
monopoly of the lleons in olved in the Manila run. our percentga v F
of the Philippine Company’s profits ent to fund economicRoyal w
de lopment in the Philippines with spotty success he Europeanve , . T

ofpolitica limate lso as unremittingly olatile throughout uc l c a w v m h
Itthe company’s history. ar with Great Britain in a w

1796 the Napoleonic in asion and rule of Spain, Spanish insurrec-, v
tion ainst the ench, and then the Ne orld independence mo e-ag Fr w W v
ments hroughout, the Spanish cr wn as empo ered to borr. T o w w ow
money from the Philippine Company most of hic as ne erRoyal , w h w v

39. Borja, Basques 71 72,
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Iriarte, a member of Spain’s Supreme Court. The concept was not 
while, by the late 1770s, the Royal implemented immediately; mean the 

financia would 
bolished in 1785.) his pa ed the way for creation of the new 

enterprise. According to Borja: 

Gipuzkoan Company of Caracas was in financial difculty . (It ould 
be a This paved the 

In reality, the Royal Philippine Company was only a reincarnation of 
the Royal Gipuzkoan Company of Caracas. The transformation of the 
Caracas Company to the Philippine Company did not substantially 
change the Basque presence in and ownership of the new company. 
The former management team remained, as did many of the old e-share-
holders, such as the province of Gipuzkoa, the consulado (board of 
mer chants) of San Sebastián, the city go vernment (ayuntamiento) of 

l Donostia (San Sebastián), the University of Oñate, as well as individual 
investors such as Zuaznabar, Lopeola, Arbaiza, and Goicoa. The he new 
list of shareholders also included the Spanish crown and the five major 

Com-guilds in Madrid. Other aspects and properties of the Caracas Com-
pany, such as its shipyard in Bizkaia and its weapons factory in Placen-
cia, were passed on to the Philippine Company.3939 

ticu-The Royal Philippine Company enjoyed some successes, particu-
larly initially, but it also faced daunting challenges. While it secured the 
right to trade directly with Asian countries, its vessels were required 
to pass through Manila before returning to Spain, which often added 
an unnecessary expense. While it was also allowed to trade from Spain 
with the Latin American colonies, it was precluded from carrying car-
goes from Manila to the Ne w World, which, until 1815, remained the 
monopoly of the galleons involved in the Manila run. Four percent 
of the Royal Philippine Company’s profits went to fund economic 
development in the Philippines, with spotty success. The European 
political climate also was unremittingly volatile throughout much of 
the company’s histor y . It encompassedencompassed a war with Great Britain in 
1796, the Napoleonic invasion and rule of Spain, Spanish insurrec-
tion against the French, and then the New World independence move-
ments. Throughout, the Spanish crown was empowered to borrow 
money from the Royal Philippine Company, most of which was never 

39. Borja, Basques, 71–72. 
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epaid. he Philippine Company xisted or nearly fty earsr T Royal e f fi y ,
until its charter was rev ch .

Basque Casta ys: Evidence and Conjecturwa e
In an ustr lian writer ober Langdon, published the rst of , A a , R t fi

ocati orks—tw T av lo ov he Lost Car el—follo pr ve w w by
).(vT His curiosity as piqued w byRa

certain anomalous accounts (suc as that of osé de Andía) of initiah J l
contacts between European xplorers and nati es from both eastere v n

olynesia and the Maori of Ne Zealand, describing nati es ho inP w v w ,
terms of their phenotype, er indistinguisha le from Europeans—w e b
including some persons with herb r b . T e

er certain other anomalies in the or of linguistic, mythological,w e f m
and artifactua vidence that might be European in origin, as ll. Inl e we
Langdon’s eading of the egion’s literature, suc fr gmentar vi-r r h a y e
dence as too easily ignored, dismissed, or attributed to casua ecentw l r
contacts.

Of particular inter er our submer ed irg
in 1929on a al r of u by a Fr hofv

captain, ançois Hervé, eng ed in harting the uamotus DuringFr ag c T .
his visit to the atoll, Hervé as shown the cannon site the locaw by l
hief ho ecounted the or tradition of shipwrec eight enera-c , w r al a k g

tions earlier hose survi ors had been eaten the nati esw v a l by v . -
don speculated that ther might indeed be underlying substance toe
the stor ut that it as possible that the cannibalism as legendary, b w w y.

ather some European casta ys might er ha intermarriedR , wa v y well ve
with loca omen, and their descendants could ha entured afar inl w ve v
easter olynesia, ther contributing the enes that accountedn P eby g f
the European appearance of some Polynesians.

After se er ears of esear and employing additiona v al y r ch by l
ulation, Langdon posited that hile some of the origina cr of cast-w l ew

ys settled on Amanu, others might ha salv ed and efitted theawa ve ag r

40. Ibid., 72 74
41. Rober Langdon, he Lost Car el 1975); Langdon, he(Sydney: Publicationst T av P , T

Lost Car el Re-explored (Canberra: Brolga Press 1978).av ,
42. Langdon, he Lost Car el 113 19 147T av , , .
43. Ibid., 13 14
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oked by the Spanish monar y inin 11834 40 
repaid. The Royal Philippine Company existed for nearly fifty years, 
until its charter was revoked by the Spanish monarchy 834.40 

Basque Castaways: Evidence and Conjecture 
1975 In 1975, an Australian writer, Robert Langdon, published the first of 

tw o ovocati orks— T av ed the sequel 
Lost rCara el Re e-e plo ed 1988 His curiosity was piqued by 

certain anomalous accounts (such as that of José de Andía) of initial 
contacts between European explorers and natives from both eastern 
Polynesia and the Maori of New Zealand, describing natives who, in 
terms of their phenotype, were indistinguishable from Europeans— 
including some persons with blond or red air and blue s.42 There 

pr ve w he Lost Car el—followed by the seque 
hThe e Lost Ca vel -ex rxplored (1988).4411 

hair lue eye 
were certain other anomalies in the form of linguistic, mythological, 
and artifactual evidence that might be European in origin, as well. In 
Langdon’s reading of the region’s literature, such fragmentary evi-
dence was too easily ignored, dismissed, or attributed to casual recent 
contacts. 

lond or ed h and eyes 42 

est w e the f on cannons dis-
the i Aman 

captain, François Hervé, engaged in charting the Tuamotus. During 
his visit to the atoll, Hervé was shown the cannon site by the local 
chief, who recounted the oral tradition of a shipwreck eight genera-

Of particular interest were the four submerged iron cannons dis-
co red ed on a coral reef of the sland manu in 1929 by a French sea coveer cor eef island of A enc sea 

tions earlier whose survivors had l all been eaten by the natives.43 ang43 L Lang-
don speculated that there might indeed be underlying substance to 
the story, but that it was possible that the cannibalism was legendary. 
Rather, some European castaways might very well have intermarried 
with local women, and their descendants could have ventured afar in 
eastern Polynesia, thereby contributing the genes that accounted for or 
the European appearance of some Polynesians. 

spec-After several years of research and by employing additional spec-
ulation, Langdon posited that while some of the original crew of cast-
aways settled on Amanu, others might have salvaged and refitted the 

40. Ibid., 72–74. 
41. R acifi c ober t Langdon, The Lost Caravel (Sydney: Pacific Publications, 1975); Langdon, The 

Lost Caravel Re-explored (Canberra: Brolga Press, 1978). 
42. Langdon, The Lost Car avel , 113–19, 147. 
43. Ibid., 13–14. 
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vvesse essell and and rresumed esumed their their jourjourneyney .. OtherOther tthanhan tthehe cannonscannons,, thertheree isis 
no no eevidence vidence at at the the Aman Amanuu site site of of aa sunksunken en ship ship,, leading leading Langdon Langdon toto 
speculate speculate that that the the heaheavy vy cannons cannons wwer eree jettisoned jettisoned to to flfloat oat the the dama damaggeded 
vvesseessel. l. EvEventuaentually lly,, those those wwho ho wwer eree not not too too discour discouraagged ed to to contincontinueue 
the the vvooyyaaggee made made their their wwaayy as as far far as as Ne Neww ZeaZealand, land, wwher heree they they wwereree 
either either shipshipwrwrec eckked ed ane aneww or or simply simply decided decided to to settle. settle. In In either either eevvent,ent, 
they they wwer eree the the soursource ce of of the the ggenetic enetic underunderpinning pinning of of their their Maori Maori look-look-
aaliklikeses.. 

Langdon Langdon concconcluded luded that that the the lik likeely ly vvesse essell of of the the EurEuropean opean cast-cast-
aawwaays ys wwas as the the SanSan LesmesLesmes ,, thethe carcaraavveell separseparated ated frfrom om the the Loaísa Loaísa 
eexxpeditionpedition inin 15261526   as as it it eexxited ited thethe StrStraitait ofof MaMaggeellan llan and and enterentered ed
the the PPacifi acificc .. All All of of the the cacaptains ptains of of the the flfleet eet wwer eree under under ororders ders to to prproo--
ceed ceed to to the the Moluccas Moluccas in in the the eevvent ent they they became became separseparated ated frfrom om the the 
others others.. TThe he San San Lesmes Lesmes wwoould uld ha havvee beenbeen ffoollollowwing ing tthis his ororderder wwhenhen 
shipshipwrwrec eckked ed ooff  of of AmanAmanu. u. TThe he cannons cannons seemed seemed to to be be frfrom om the the latelate 
fififteenth fteenth or or earearly ly sixteenth sixteenth centur centuryy,, ther thereebbyy lending lending plausibility plausibility to to thisthis 
concconclusion.lusion. 

And And then then ther theree wwas as the the Basque Basque parparadoadox. x. TThe he rresults esults of of an an interinter--
nationa nationall serseroloologica gicall testing testing prproject oject of of fififty fty rreelati lativveely ly “isolated” “isolated” poppop--
ulations ulations bbyy teams teams of of ggeneticists eneticists (a (a prprecursor ecursor to to the the human human ggenome enome 
prproject)oject) discodiscovveerreed d aa highighh incidence incidence of of the the AA2929,, BB1212   hahaplotypeplotype ofof 
HLA HLA (human (human leucocleucocyte yte antigantigen) en) in in aa sample sample of of eigeighteen hteen Easter Easter Island-Island-
ers ers wwho ho had had no no knoknown wn non–Easter non–Easter Islander Islander ancestrancestry). y). TThe he combina-combina-
tion tion is is ffound ound in in no no other other non-Caucasian non-Caucasian population, population, being being uniqueunique 
toto EurEuropeans—Basquesopeans—Basques,, inin par partticular icular..4444 TThe he Easter Easter Islanders Islanders andand aa 
sample sample of of Basques Basques frfrom om the the FFrrenc enchh Basque Basque villa villaggee of of Maca Macayyee sharshared ed 
thethe distinction distinction ofof hahavingving s similar imilar rraates tes ofof thethe AA2929,  , BB1212   hahaplotype.plotype.45 45 

TThe he Easter Easter Islanders Islanders wwer eree ccloselosely ly rreelated lated persons persons wwho ho counted counted amongamong 
their their ancestors ancestors an an indiindividua viduall with with distincti distinctivveely ly EurEuropean opean facia faciall ffea-ea-
turtureses..4646 Langdon Langdon bebelie lievves es that that that that person person wwas as aa Basque Basque mariner mariner onon 

44.44. Langdon,Langdon, TThe Lost Car he Lost Caraavvel Rel Re-ee-explorxploreded,, 199199– 200200.  
45. 45. Langdon Langdon summarizes summarizes the the fifindings ndings as as ffolloollows ws,, “T“The he anaanalyses lyses rreevveaealed led that that 3939  per per cent cent of of

the the unr unreelated lated Basques Basques and and 3737   perper cent cent of of the the Easter Easter Islanders Islanders wwer eree carrierscarriers of of the the HLA HLA ggene ene
B1212.. TT hese hese ww er eree the the highighest hest and and second second highighest hest prproporoportions tions in in the the fififty-odfty-od dd commcommunities unities
tested tested thrthrougoughout hout the the wwororld. ld. TThe he fifigurgur es es ffor or AA2929   wwer eree similarsimilar.. TThe he Easter Easter Islanders Islanders,, with with 3737  
per per cent, cent, had had the the highighest hest prproporoportion tion in in the the wwororld, ld, wwhile hile the the Basques Basques wwer eree second second with with 2424  perper 
cent.” Ibid., cent.” Ibid., 200200.  

46.46. Ibid.,Ibid., 213213– 2121. . 
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thethe SSan an LLesmes esmes ,, aalthoug lthoughh it it is is unlik unlikeely ly that that he he actuaactually lly rreaceached hed EasterEaster 
Island. Island. RRather ather,, aa mor moree lik likeely ly candidate candidate wwas as his his parpart-Basque t-Basque descen-descen-
dant dant among among the the casta castawwaays ys frfrom om Aman Amanuu wwho ho,, at at some some later later date, date, wwereree 
bblolown o wn off  course bcourse by a story a storm and ended up on Easter m and ended up on Easter Island.Island.47 47 

TThe he tantatantalizing lizing Basque Basque ggenetic enetic eevidence vidence prprompted ompted Langdon Langdon to to 
seselect lect the the San San Lesmes Lesmes asas thethe mostmost liklikeellyy soursourcece ofof EurEuropeanopean ggenes enes 
among among aa series series of of Spanish Spanish shipshipwrwrececks ks in in PPacifi acific c wwaters aters during during the the six-six-
teenth teenth and and se sevventeenth enteenth centuries centuries.. InitiaInitially lly,, he he tried tried to to fixfix the the ethnicity ethnicity 
(Old (Old WWororld ld rr egiona egionall origins) origins) of of the the 120120   iidentifidentifieed d ppersons ersons within within the the 
450450  or or so so members members of of the the Loaísa Loaísa eexpedition, xpedition, emploemploying ying the the method-method-
olo ologgyy of of anaanalyzing lyzing sursurnames names plus plus ancillar ancillaryy eevidence vidence that that II ha havvee usedused 
frfrequently equently in in this this book. book. MaMaking king the the furfurther ther assumption assumption that that ElkanoElkano,, 
the the ooffcer cer cchar hargged ed with with pr proovisioning visioning ffour our of of the the eexpeditionxpedition’s ’s se sevven en 
vveessessells s inin the the B Basque asque porpor tt ofof PPorortug tugaalete, lete, lik likeely ly rreecruited cruited many many ffeel-l-
lo loww countrcountrymen, ymen, parparticularticularly ly frfrom om his his nati nativvee pr proovince vince of of GipuzkGipuzkoaoa 
and and incincluding luding fifivvee of of his his kinsmen, kinsmen, Langdon Langdon initiainitially lly speculated speculated that that asas 
manymany asas aa thirthirdd ofof thethe crcreeww wwer eree Basque.Basque.4488  HeHe subsequentlysubsequently tooktook the the
mor moree conservconservati ativvee position position that that at at least least thrthree, ee, and and possibpossibly ly six, six, of of thethe 
fififty fty to to se sevventy enty cr cree wmen wmen of of the the San San Lesmes Lesmes at at the the time time of of its its disadisapp--
pearpearance ance wwer eree Basques—therBasques—therefefor oree easily easily pr prooviding viding the the Basque Basque ggenesenes 
rrequirequired fed for his aror his arguments guments..49 49

It It is is perperhahaps ps aapprppropriate, opriate, if if not not dodownrigwnright ht irironic, onic, gi givven en the the 
“myster“mystery” y” surrsurrounding ounding the the origins origins of of the the Basques Basques in in their their EurEuropeanopean 
homehomeland land that that infinforormed med mmuc uchh late late nineteenth-centur nineteenth-centuryy and and earearly ly toto 
mid-twmid-twentieth-centur entieth-centuryy anthranthropoloopologica gicall pondering pondering rregegararding ding the the phe-phe-
notypic notypic and and ggenetic enetic ma makkeup eup of of the the Basque Basque population, population, that that they they araree 
aaggain ain the the objects objects of of similar similar speculation speculation aa centur centuryy later later and and aa wwororldld 
aaww aayy ..

47. Langdon, he Lost Car el 254T av ,
48. Ibid., 32
49. Langdon, he Lost Car el Re-exploredT av , 2
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Conclusion 
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There is a sense in which the conclusion to this book has been writing 
itselfitself allong he way Althoug the ordesillas Line divided the orld in 
the latethe late fifteenth century into two spheres of influence, the real contest 
between the Spanish and the Portuguese was an American one. By thebetween the Spanish and the Portuguese was an American one. By the 
end of the thir decade of the sixteenth centur any competition er
the Spice slands wass resolved by he eaty off ZZar oza. They 
end of the third decade of the sixteenth century, any competition over 
the Spice IIslands a esolved tthe Treaty o araggoza. hey ew r ere 
Po we Portuguese, period. Furthermore, Columbus’s plan of sailing west 
in order to eac the Orient as prescient, ut impractical. ather in order to reach the Orient was prescient, but impractical. Rather 
than ne sea oute to the Spice Islands and China, he “disco ered” than a new sea route to the Spice Islands and China, he “discovered” 

ast continenta barrier he souther passa around it pr ed to a vast continental barrier. The southern passage around it proved to 
be impractica from the standpoint of both distance and the physi be impractical from the standpoint of both distance and the physi-
ca halleng of making it throug the Strait of Ma llan. he north-
west passage wawas simply illusory—at least until the present day 
cal challenge of making it through the Strait of Magellan. The north-
we ay, with 
our loba arming (And en no it is seasona and entails moder our global warming. (And even now, it is seasonal and entails modern 
icebrea ers.) It ould not be until the icebreakers.) It would not be until the first decade of the twentieth 
centur that cana across the Isthmus of anama made sea tr century that a canal across the Isthmus of Panama made sea trafc 
between the Atlantic and Pacifibetween the Atlantic and Pacific reasonable. 

In short, by the end of the eighteenth century, for both Spain and 
Portugal, the Pacifi c game was l but ut over Portugal maintained ortug l, acifi as all er. ortug maintained a 
tenuous foothold in Southeast Asia, but it was being challenged by 
the British and the Dutch. Portugal could no longer even pretend to 
police its former monopoly on the circum-African sea route to the 
Orient. There was still a Manila run between the Philippines and 
Nueva España, but in truth, it was of feeble real worth to either Spain 
or Latin America. The real death knell was tolled when Great Britain 
esta blished a pena l colony in 1788 on the shores of Botany Bay . Within 
a short time, both the entire Australian continent and New Zealand 
were divided into several British colonies. The nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries would witness European imperialism throughout 
the South Pacific, spearheaded primarily by Great Britain and France. 
Spain and Portugal were not even minor players. 

the N acific, however, it was neither Great Britain nor 
first but 

In the orNorth Pacifi 
Russia that ended first Spanish and then Mexican hegemony, ut 
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rrather ather the the wwestwestwar ardd eexpansion xpansion of of the the rrobobust ust ne neww nation nation cacalled lled thethe 
United United StatesStates.. First,First, tther heree wwaas s itsits LLouisiana ouisiana PPuru rcchhase ase ((18031803), ), wwhic hichh 
rremo emovved ed FFrrance ance as as aa pla playyer er in in NorNorth th America. America. TThen, hen, in in 18181818,,  thethe 
United United States States aaggrreed eed to to administer administer the the OrOregon egon TTerritor erritoryy jointly jointly withwith 
GrGreat eat Britain.Britain. TThhat at llasted asted uuntil ntil tthe he 18301830ss ,, wwhen hen some some inflamed inflamed AmerAmer--
icans icans ad advvocated ocated going going to to wwar ar with with GrGreat eat Britain Britain oovver er demardemarcation cation ofof 
the the boundar boundaryy betwbetween een British British Canada Canada and and the the United United States States at at lati-lati-
tude tude 5454   deg degrrees ees 4040   minminutesutes.. InIn tthe he eevveent, nt, tther heree wwaas s aa comprcompromise omise in in 
thethe TTrreeaty aty o off OrOreegon gon ((18461846))   at at the the ffororty-ninth ty-ninth par paraallellel. l. It It prprettyetty mmuc uchh 
deterdetermined mined the the borborder der that that obtains obtains betwbetween een Canada Canada and and the the UnitedUnited 
StatesStates aat t prpreesent. sent. TThhen, en, iin n 18671867,,   the the UU.. SS.. secrsecretar etaryy of of state,state, WWilliamilliam 
H. H. Se Sewwarard, d, negotiated negotiated pur purcchase hase of of any any cclaims laims to to Alaska Alaska frfrom om RRussiaussia 
ffor or se sevven en million million dollars dollars.. LaLabebeled led “Se “Sewwarard’s d’s FFolly” olly” bbyy its its critics critics,, thethe 
trtransaction ansaction eeffecti ectivveely ly ended ended aallll RRussian ussian actiactivity vity in in NorNorth th AmericanAmerican 
PPacific wacific watersaters.. 

Once Once MeMexico xico ggained ained its its independence independence frfrom om Spain Spain in in 18211821,,  itit 
immediateimmediately ly confrconfronted onted the the insatia insatiabble le territoria territoriall aspiraspirations ations of of itsits 
po powwerful erful nornorther thernn neigneighbor hbor.. CrCreation eation of of the the RR epubepublic lic of of TTee xas xas ((18361836), ), 
incorincorporporation ation of of it it into into the the United United StatesStates ((11845845), ),  the the Bear Bear FFla lagg RReevvoltolt 
inin AltaAlta CaCalifliforornia(nia(11846846),),  thethe MeMexican-Americanxican-American WWar ar ((18461846– –18481848), ), 
the the TTrreaty eaty of of GuadaGuadalupe lupe HidaHidalgo lgo ((18481848)),  , aand nd tthe he GGadsden adsden PPur urcchhase ase 
((18531853–– 18541854))  aallll c conspironspi reed d tto o sstrip trip MeMe xxico ico ofof the the n norortherther nn thithir rdd ofof its its 
nationa nationall territor territoryy in in little little oovver er thr threeee decades decades.. In In eeffect, ect, MeMexico xico hadhad 
lost lost TTeexas xas,, Ne Neww MeMexico xico,, Arizona, Arizona, parparts ts of of ColorColorado ado and and WWyyoming,oming, 
Ne Nevvada, ada, UtaUtah, h, and and Alta Alta CaCalifliforornia. nia. TThen, hen, at at centurcentury’s y’s end, end, it it wwouldould 
become become SpainSpain’s ’s fate fate to to be be aallll bbut ut wiped wiped ooff  the the PPacifi acific c ma mapp.. After After los-los-
ing ing most most of of Latin Latin America America in in the the independence independence mo movvements ements of of thethe 
beginning of beginning of the nineteenth centur the nineteenth centuryy, , the Spanish othe Spanish o vverseas empir erseas empire we wasas 
rreduced educed toto aa ffeeww signifi signific cant ant i islands slands.. In In the the CaribCaribbean, bean, Spain Spain still still concon--
trtrolled olled Cuba Cuba and and PuerPuerto to Rico Rico,, wwhile hile in in the the wwester esternn PPacific, acific, she she hadhad 
the the Philippines Philippines and and Guam. Guam. YYet et aallll ffour our wwould ould be be lost lost definiti definitivveely ly in in thethe 
Spanish-American WSpanish-American War of ar of 18981898 with the United States  with the United States .. 

IItt wwaass oovveerr.. SSaavvee ffoorr aa ffeeww ffoorrlloorrnn ppaattcchheess ooff llaanndd oonn tthhee AAffrriiccaann 
ccontinent, ontinent, SSpain pain nno o llongongeer r hhad ad aany ny oovveerseas rseas ppossessionsossessions .. AA mmajor ajor ssoul-oul-
sseeaarrcchhiinngg eennssuueedd aammoonngg SSppaanniisshh iinntteelllleeccttuuaallss tthhaatt rreessuulltteedd iinn aa lliitteerraarryy 
mmoovveemmeenntt kknnoowwnn aass tthhee GGeenneerraattiioonn ooff NNiinneettyy EEiigghhtt.. TThheerree wweerree ssoommee 
mmajor Basque fiajor Basque fi gguurreess iinn tthheeiir r rraannkkss——bbuut t tthhaat t iis s aannootthheer r ssttoorry y..
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